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This brochure on ESD has been prepared for all stakeholders including school children, 

teachers, parents, community, curriculum developers, textbook writers, policy makers and 

policy implementers to educate and sensitize them about the role of education in ensuring 

sustainable development. The brochure identifies as to how the modern day developments 

impact their lives and how the present developments can be sustained, maintained and supported 

to meet the present needs without comprising the needs of the future generations.

The brochure highlights the need, necessity, importance and urgency of re-orienting educational 

programmes to preserving environment and natural resources not only for meeting our own 

needs but also the needs of future generations. It also identifies the causes of natural and man-

made disasters and their impact on the lives of the people especially children of schools and as to 

how the education can play its magnifying role in mitigating the sufferings and ensuring risk 

reduction and management.

The brochure aims to facilitate integration of disaster risk reduction themes into school and 

teacher education curricula and learning materials to prepare the younger generation to cope 

with calamities and to play their role in ensuring sustainable development through education 

which is the main objective for which the principles of Education for Sustainable Development 

(ESD) are to be made a regular part of educational programmes especially in the countries like 

Pakistan which are more prone to all kinds of disasters – natural and man-made.

Section 1 of the brochure relates to the integration of the concepts of ESD in educational 

programmes of Pakistan and discusses sustainable development and its principles, education as 

a tool for sustainable development, goals and objectives of the UN Decade of Education for 

Sustainable Development 2005-2014, key themes of ESD, strategies for implementation of ESD 

and ESD in educational programmes of Pakistan including school curricula and teacher 

education curricula.

Section 2 identifies the factors impeding sustainable development and discuses the effects of 

natural and man- made disasters on the lives of the people, their properties and the economy as a 

whole.

Section 3 discusses the linkage between DRR and ESD and identifies the disastrous effects of 

disasters, the skills to impart for mitigating the sufferings, and building resilient society to help 

reduce the risks of disasters and thus contributing in the development that will sustain for 

meeting the needs of future generations. 

While preparing this brochure many resources including that of UNESCO and the internet 

resources have been extensively used without which the completion of this work in a short span 

of time was not possible. Everything is gratefully acknowledged.
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Disclaimer

The designations employed and the presentation of material throughout 
this publication do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever 
on the part of UNESCO concerning the legal status of any country,
territory, city or area or if its authorities, or concerning the delimitation 
of its frontiers or boundaries.
The author is responsible for the choice and the presentation of the facts 
contained in this book and for the opinions expressed therein, which are 
not necessarily those of UNESCO and do not commit the Organization.

Year of Publication: 2014




