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Mamstreammg
of girls access to
educatlon urged

_Farzana Ali Khan
Shmabad

Islamabad Provision of quality
education with quality delivery
through well-trained teachers
_for youth and children particu-
larly the girls with improved
_educational facilities in
Refugee Affected and Hosting
Areas (RAHA) community are
equally important for achiev-
ing universal goal of every
_child having access to educa-
tion.
. Dr. Gwang-jo Kim, chief

‘guest and Director, Unesco
_Asia and Pacific Regional Bu-
reau for Education in his four
‘day visit to Pakistan said
is during a forum on Gender
id Education in RAHA com-
unity organised by Unesco
ere.

‘With retum of 3.7 mllhon
ghan refugees in the last ten
edrs, Pakistan is still hosting
n estimated 1.74 million
fugees population including

0 % of age 14 and 70 % of age
8, out of these, only 5 % (55,
00) refugee With proot of reg-
tration card (PoR) has com-
leted the primary education”
he informed. ;

cacy efforts and inclusion of

displaced and Afghan children,
youth and adults i

UNHCR's Assistant Repre-
sentative (Operations) in Pak-

_istan, Yoshimi Saita said, “The
Hostma .

Refugee Affect
Areas (RAHA)
important compene

¢ is an

and sanitation facilities, furni-
ture and books, estabhs}unen‘f
of computer labs and capacity
buﬂdmg of the Government of-
flClaIs

1 e:govern- ‘
ment’s pohc1es and programs, .

of the
regional Solutions Strategy for
Afghan Refugees (SSAR) that
was endorsed by the govern-
ments of Afghanistan Iran and
Pakistan.” He said that the
RAHA initiative, launched in
2009, is deswned to help com- |
munities in Paklstan that have
hosted millions of Afghan
refugees for more than three
decades. “The UNHCR acts as
a Convening Agency for the
initiative and under the sector |
of education, he said, 128 pro- |
jects were implemented in
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, Fata,
Balochistan, Punjab: and Smdh ‘
included construction and re-

habilitation of school infras-
tructure, provision of water

“Preparing girls to protect
themselves and manage their
lives, especially in risk envi-
ronments, education lays the
foundation for girls to aspire
for and acquire leadership po-
sitions and participate in deci-
sion-making”, Dr. Kim pointed
out this whﬂe highlighting the
urgent need and significance
1 of girls education. He re-
minded that many girls and
women amongst refugee popu-
| lations were isolated even
from their own nationals and

|

community structures and as
sueh it was critical for the girls
to be able to hear and add their
| voices on issues that concern
them.

The event was attended by
 Dr. Kozue Kay Nagata, Director
 and Country Representatlve,

gramme UNDP; Naoaki Kamo-
shida, Econonuc and Develop—
ment Counsellor of fthe
Embassy of Japan and repre
sentative of the Government,
civil society organisations and
youth and women IDPs partici-
pants from the RAHA commu-
nity. Speaking on the oceasion,
Country Dlrector/Repres~enta-
tive, Unesco Pakistan, Dr.
| Kozue Kay Nagata said thatthe
United Nations in Pakistan
under One UN Programme had
positively responded to the
issue and contributed to the
joint efforts for refugee girls ac-
‘| cess to education. She said,
“The collaboration between the
Uncesco and the UNHCR re-
fiects the UNs shared vision of
| sustainable and long lasting so-
lutions ensuring that girls from
Afghanistan and displaced
_groups have equitable access to
education, science, free flow of
~ mformatlon cultural activities

span of their current status,”

tween these two UN agencies
would further enhance advo-

did not have well-developed
gram which aims to improve

‘ Deputy Country Director Pro-'

and social services during the

adding that the partnership be-

He lauded fhe generous
contribution to the RAHA ini-
tiative from the government of
Japan, which provided $35 mil-
lion for RAHA projects in two
phases. In addition, major con-

tributions have been received |

from the European Union, Ger-
_many, USA, Denmark, Aus-
tralia and Pakistan. The Gov-.
ernment of the Islamic
Republic of Pakistan also con-
tributed $1 million when the
RAHA mltlamve started in
2009,
Under the RAHA Joint Pro-

education delivery system and
rehabilitation of the education
infrastructure for restoration
of education services for both
the Afghan and Paldstani com-
_munities, the Unesco provides
xts services in conductmg of
i ks

) jers,; ;
“tacilititors,
adults and youth “and out Of !
school children alo; ng with
prowdmg technical sessions
on disaster reduction for
stake-holders in refugee host-
ing areas of Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa and FATA. "The Un-
esco strives to promote
science education through
{rainings specifically designed
for teachers on imparting qual-
ity science education. Intro-
ducing innovating ways of pro-
moting science education the
UNESCO has orgamzed of Sci-
ence Caravans, specialized ve- f
hicles deSIgned for promoting | !
science educatlon in Fata and |
KP he said.
He also informed the par—
ticipants that the UN Secre-
tary-General Ban Kinmoon
launched the gk)bal Education
First initiative in 2012 to accel
‘erate progress in gettmg every
chlld into school, especially
girls. He rightly pomted out:
“We are aiming to teach more
than reading and counting, we
are striving to raise global citi-
zens who can rise fo the com-
plex chaﬂenges of the twenty~
first century ~




