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KARACHL: UNESCO m collabo-
ratron with Pakistan Down Svn-
drome Associahon  commemo-
rated World Down Syndrome Diay
in & local hotel in Karachn. A large
number of activists for the Rights
af Persons with disailities, nepre-
sentatrves of media and Civil So-
glety ongamizations participated at
the event The United Nanons has
declared 215t March as "World
Bown Syndrome Day' in 2002 and
it was the first nme that this day
has been celebrated m Pakistan by
UMNESCO and Pakistan Down
Syndrome Association. PDSA s
linked with Down Syndromae In-
fermational- T¥S1, whuch s globathy
efigaced m FISING AWArSnNeSs
about the rights of peaple with
B syndrome

LMESCO's Country Directon 1o
Pakistan, D, baocue Kay Nagata,
M kazi Avaz Mahessar, Provin-
aal Coordimator of UNESCO n
Sindh, hnghlighted the impartance
of early imtervention throueh Eardy
Childhood Care and Education in
the development of culdren with
Daown sydronne, Fe sand thal per-
sons with disabilities are often
s a5 the objects of pity and mis-
forune and are often left helpless
ati thedr own of with their parents
However, refermng 1o the Conven-
fion on the Righits of Persons with
Disabilities, adopted by United
MNations in 2006 and ratified by
Pakistan in 2011, he said that Con-
vention embodies a paradiom shift
in which persens with disabilities
are no longer regarded as objects
of charity and welfare, but as per-
sons with equal mehts and digriny

While reading the message of

whio can make an enormous con-
tribution to society, While empha-
symng the importance of inclusive
education, early intervention for
children wath Down syndromse and
their education m mupnstresm od-
ucation svstem, he said that after
the ranfication of CRPD, it 15 now
the responsibility of Staw to pro-
vide equal opporumities for lesm-
ivg and for work to the persons
with Down syndrome and disalal-
ihes

He said thit UNESCO, heing
the specialized Agency of United
Mations, is working for the well-
being and human rights of all pao-
ple. Mr Ghulam Nabe Nizamam,
Chasrperson, CBR Asia Pacific
Region, strassed the limportance of
engagemant nl‘Rag]n-l'l.im:Ll Grzar-
Leafions i raisme awareness aboul
the persons with Down syndrome
and disabilities He called the at-
terron of Covernmeanm for snsur-
mg equal treatment and funda-
mental nghis of persons with
chsabilinies. Mr Abid Lashan Pres-
rdent Pakistan Down Syndrome
Asgociaton (PD5A) said that a
congenital impairment caused by
having an exira 21st chromosome,
results in a flar face and shor
stature and mental refardation

It is named after John Langden
Down, the British physician who
described the svndrome in 1866

UNESCO observes World Down
Syndrome Day in Karachi

whao first descnbed the smdrome
ds mpamment/Disahlity.  Mr
Lashan sad Down Syndrome chil-
dren are unnoticed in Pakistan,
thiere is dire need 1o declare Down
Symdrome as 05th cateeory of Dhs-
abality in Pakistan. He sand disabil-
ity is mok ssue or problem but a
different Iife stvle. The society
st accept disabity & ensurs ac-
ceasible environment & equal
parinership in all walks of Life,
Mr Lashan 1old that the theme of
fhe day 15 "Right to work”, Down
Syndrome children should be of-
fered equal atosss of work oplions,
should be engace i work opportu-
nites

Secretary Special education
Mr Abdul Aleem Memon sad that
Special edoucanon department s
Rally commimied 1o deliver services
for children wath special neads. Fe
saied Down Syndrome children ars
treated i all centars of department
which are fully equipped 10 facili-
tate Down Syndrame chilldren
BPOs like PDSA are playing their
role 1o achieve thesr nghis, the de-
partrent will fully cooperate with
DPOs to remove shgma on dis-
ability. On the oecision Mr Dileep
umar from HANDS Mr MNabi
Bux Shar President SDF, M
Manzoor All Mastol, Mung Bhai
and others also spoke on the occa-
sion




