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5 THE LEAP TO EQUALITY

Regional Overview

Central and
—astern

—urope’

Since they regained their independence in the early 1990s, the region’s
countries have undergone profound economic, social, political and demographic
upheavals that in many cases have damaged their education systems, notably
by withdrawal of state funding for pre-primary and secondary schooling.
Commitments to international treaties and declarations® will have to be fully

carried out3 to reverse this trend.

Early childhood care and education (ECCE):
substantial setbacks in the last decade

Pre-primary education is generally well developed in
the region and half the countries with data had gross
enrolment ratios of more than 64% in 2000. But this
was 10 percentage points down from a decade earlier
and many countries — Albania, Bulgaria, Hungary,
Lithuania, and Republic of Moldova - have been
seriously set back. Enrolment has fallen since 1990
in many countries because of demographic change
(a major decline in the school-age population) and a
drop in the real value of state spending on education.
For example, in the Republic of Moldova, higher fees
for ECCE reduced the demand for places as
unemployment rose. However some countries
(Croatia, Estonia, Latvia, Russia and Turkey) saw
their pre-primary education GERs increase.

1. This is the EFA classification of regions. The countries in Central and Eastern
Europe are listed in the Table.

2. The first was the 1948 Universal Declaration of Human Rights, which
acknowledged the right of all to education and stated that elementary education
would be free and compulsory and higher levels of education accessible to all
on the basis of merit.

3. Despite legally-guaranteed free education, primary school fees continue to be
charged in most countries - Belarus, Bosnia, Bulgaria, Latvia, the Republic of
Moldova, the FormerYugoslav Republic of Macedonia, Romania, Russia and
Ukraine - according to a World Bank survey (2002).

In most countries, as many girls as boys are
enrolled, but boys predominate in some countries
(Croatia, Latvia, Russia and Turkey) and girls in
others (Albania and Romania).

Universal primary education:
mixed picture

Primary enrolment in the region dropped sharply
(21%) - from 31.2 to 24.5 million - over the last decade,
largely but not entirely because of the demographic
decline. This slightly pushed up the average net
enrolment ratio from 90% in 1990 to 92% in 2000.
Some countries moved towards UPE, a few appreciably
(Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia and Romanial, while others
moved away from it (Estonia, Hungary, Serbia and
Montenegro, Slovenia). The NER in Serbia and
Montenegro fell almost 20 percentage points, from
69% to 50%.

Nearly all countries have reached gender parity but
girls have lost ground in Croatia, Latvia and Russia
which had achieved it in 1990.

The level of repetition is generally very low but in all
countries with data, boys repeat more than girls.
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Participation in secondary and tertiary
education: mixed picture for secondary,
clear progress for tertiary

Participation in secondary education is relatively
high and half the countries have GERs close to 90%.
Enrolment has risen in many countries, sometimes
significantly (Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland and Turkeyl,
but has declined in Belarus, Estonia, the Republic of
Moldova, Romania and Russia.

Except for Turkey, where far fewer girls are enrolled

than boys in secondary education (GPI = 0.71), nearly

all countries have achieved gender parity or are close
to it.

In contrast to secondary education, participation in
tertiary education has greatly increased in the region.

In half the countries, GER was higher than 36% in 2000,

compared with a median of 25% in the early 1990s.
In some (Albania, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Poland,
Romania and Slovenia), GER has doubled or even
tripled.

Women are over-represented among students except
in Turkey, which has only 73 female students for 100
males. Whether they are over- or under- represented,
women are often enrolled in so-called “feminine”
fields, such as education, social sciences, humanities,
services and health-related courses, that do not boost
their chances of equal job opportunities with men.

Gender parity does not always translate into greater
equality. In this region, as elsewhere, girls are still
unable to convert their academic edge over boys into
greater equality in other spheres of life and may need
higher qualifications to compete successfully for jobs,
equal pay and managerial positions.

Eliminating gender disparities
in primary and secondary education

Achieving this goal involves understanding what holds
girls and boys back so that policies can be designed to
overcome these obstacles and improve access to and

participation in education.

Urgent action is needed in countries where the gender
gap is still large in primary and secondary education.
An overriding priority is to tackle poverty constraints
by reducing the direct and indirect cost of schooling to
families and addressing the incidence of child labour.
The school environment requires equal attention.
Sexual violence and harassment within schools,
particularly where HIV/AIDS is prevalent, needs to be
confronted vigorously. Revising biases in teaching
materials, training teachers to be gender aware and
working with them and parents to break taboos are
essential ingredients of an “engendered” strategy.

In countries that may not achieve parity either in 2005
or in 2015, eliminating gender disparity mainly
concerns secondary education. Prospects for countries
achieving it are based on past rates of change in the
gender parity index in primary and secondary
enrolment.

Countries that have already
achieved gender parity:

Primary education (16 out of 18 with data):
Albania, Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia,

Czech Republic, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania,
Republic of Moldova, Poland, Romania, Russia,
Serbia and Montenegro, Slovakia, Slovenia and
the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.

Secondary education (15 out of 18 with data):
Albania, Belarus, Bulgaria, Croatia,

Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia,
Lithuania, Republic of Moldova, Poland,
Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, and the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.



Gender parity prospects

(four countries with data in 1990 and 2000 for both
primary and secondary education have not yet
achieved it);

Countries that may not achieve it in 2015 either
in primary education (Estonia) or in primary and
secondary education (Turkey): (2).

Countries that may not achieve it in 2015 in
secondary (2): Russia, Serbia and Montenegro.

These are forecasts based on recent trends. In
the four countries that may miss reaching gender
parity by 2015, policies are available to achieve it
within a few years.
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Resources and aid

Eliminating gender disparities and inequality while
achieving all the other EFA goals is costly. Countries
will need to allocate more of their own resources and
use them more effectively. Education should remain a
priority in the region, where half the countries spend
less than 4.4% of GNP on it, compared with 5.3% in
developed countries.

The least developed among them, with the lowest
education indicators, may need more external aid to
achieve EFA. Yet globally bilateral and multilateral aid
to education fell between 1998/99 and 2000/01, though
it increased for basic education. Current problems of
turning aid commitments into reality do not augur well
for international assistance to countries at risk or
serious risk of not achieving the EFA goals, particularly
the gender targets. At present aid is a tiny proportion of
national education budgets. The region received 4.4%
of total bilateral aid to education in 2000. [ |

FTI Fast-Track Initiative. Designed primarily by the World Bank, the FTI was launched in April 2002 as a
process that would provide quick and incremental, technical and financial support to countries that have
policies but are not on track to attain Universal Primary Education by 2015.

GER Gross enrolment ratio. Number of pupils enrolled in a given level of education, regardless of age,
expressed as a percentage of the population in the relevant official age group.

GP

Gender parity index. Ratio of female to male value of a given indicator. A gender parity index equals 1

indicates parity between sexes; a GPI that varies between 0 and 1 means a disparity in favour of boys;

a GPI>1 indicates a disparity in favour of girls.

GNP Gross national product.

NER Net enrolment ratio. Number of pupils in the official age group for a given level of education enrolled
in that level expressed as a percentage of the total population in that age-group.

UIS UNESCO Institute for Statistics.



860

(1a3) xapu|
jJusw
-dojanag
v43

I O O & auodsy Buluojiuo |Bgo|S) V43 - MBIAUBAQ |BuOiBay

G
€s
7y

7€
[

[
L'
Vi€
7€
8¢
€9

6'S
s
94
Gy
&7

09

dN9 jo % se
uonesnps uo
aunyipuadxae
ongnd ejo

"Juswanalyoe 43 syl Jajeadb sy} pue 1eob ayj 03 S A13unod e Jaso)d ayy ‘st }i Jaybiy ay| | 0} g Wodj Alea ued anjea ayj ‘sabejuadiad ale 8say) 8dUIS 'S)eob Y43 8y} JO YOES U0) PA1O8)8S SU0}EDIPUl JO SBNIBA PaAISSGO By} JO
ueaW 1e21IdWIYIIE 8Y) S A1junod e Joy |g3 8y ‘(14oday 1ny ayy ul z xipuaddy aas ‘uorjeue)dxa Jayliny 10j) SNDIYIP PUNOI-T]E Y}IM 8S0Y)} pue seale awos Aluo ul buipasdons asoy) ‘sjuody 11e uo 11am bulop saijunod Ajuapr pue
V43 p4emoy ssadboud jo aunyoid uapeodq e aalb 03 swie 3| "uoieanpa jo Ayenb pue Ayued dspuab ‘Aoedssyn ynpe ‘J4n - Ss1eob y43 a)geliiuenb 1sow unoy ayy Joj si0jedipul sajedodlodul 1ey) xapul 831soduwiod mau e st |g3 90N
‘(114) @Aneniu| soed ] -1seq ayy ul ajedionued oy payiaul Ayunog g
'(2002) AaAuns yueg p1iop) e 0} Buipiodde ‘paloded usaq aaey S1S02 108.1p 8Wos Ing pabieyd ale sasj uolIn} ON 7
"(200Z) AeAdns yueg pldop e 0] BuipJodde ‘uoiednpa sa.4) pasjuelenb-Aeba) ayidsap pabieyd ag 0} anunuod s88)100Yds Alewlild ‘|

y0°L
Ll

€L0
el
Gl
60l
7% |)
6C'L
0L
6C'L
77l
LGL
G9'L
Le'l
GGl
6oL
71l
Ge'l
6C’L
69°L
1d9

X424
799
€9¢

e
e
609
€0¢
&%
L79
&4
6'L¢
G'qq
G'¢S
L'€9
007
G'LS
8'6¢
Tes
807

079§
LGl

18301
(%) 439

uoljeanpa Aueipaa]

90°L
00°L
0l

120
L60
[4oh’
1oL
70°L
L0l
1oL
€0l
L60
660
Lol
Lol

1oL
€0l
70°L
860
€0l
€0l
1d9

S'LL
L'20L
6°G8

LLS
Y8
7901
€'L8
G'6S
£€8
€¢8
AT
v
¢'S6
606
986
L'l6
976
1'€8
[
778
€8L

18301
(%) 439

uoneanps Alepuodag

€L
6'6L
§'06

€89
066
(A
4]
L'86

¢'S6
Gg'es
1’86
896
98
098
778
768
G'lé6

66
G€L

SJayoes}
aleway jo %

€60
00°L
L60

60
00°L
660
660
0l
660
860
00l
660
660
660
660
960
660
660
L60
660
00l
y39

urido

uoneonpa Alewlid

8'€s
0'L6
L'¢6

€'¢6
7'€6
€68
¢'08

8'¢6
7'8L
L'L6
976
0¢é
06
9°L6
€06
918
€76
766
9°L6
1|01

(%) ¥3N

Lol
00°L
L60

760
00°L
L60
L60
10°1
760
€0l
00l
00l
L60
760
860
860
001
960
660

L0l
1d9

uojjeonpa Auewid-ald

L9 L8°0
6'68 660
9°€9 960
00l
LS ¢80
8'8¢
8L 00°L
€18
goe
L8 00l
0€L 860
67¢ 660
767 00°L
8'l§ 00l
768 00°L
G'6L 00l
€¢0l 00°L
6lb
007 860
6'L9 660
LS8 00l
VA% 780
1|01 1d9
(%) ¥439

L'6L
9'86
96
966
068

966
1’86
686
L'66
966
8'66
€66
8'66
€86
7'86
L'66
L8
1|01

Koeuay nnpy

SOA Gl-L
S9A 71-9
SaA 7l-L
S9A Gl-L
SOA 91-9

Gl-L
SOA Gl-9
S9A 9l-L
SOA 91-9
S3A 8l-L
SOA 9l-L
S9A Gl-L
SOA 9l-L
S9A Gl-L
S9A Gl-9
S9A Gl-L
SOA Gl-4
SOA
S9A 71-9
S9A 71-9

uoneonpa  (dnoub sbe)
991y 40} uoljeanpa
aajuesenb  Aiosjndwon

1eba

6661, 10§ 318 SN Ul Bjeq

XoUUE |2aSINRIS €007 YIND V4T 1994n0S

98€ 1709
08L6S8
689707

8956Y7
89999

7€0¢

8861
66€S
¢SS01
L6y G671
8EV L
G6ey
G098€E
969€
leve
8966
€6€1
¢Leol
759y
6Y61L
LL6E
L8L0L
VELE
(spuesnoyy)

uone)ndod
1801

'000g ‘SJ03E3IpUl UOIIEINP3 Pajaa|as

P11oMm
sal1junod padojana(

2doJn3 uJajse] pue |eljus)

|aurelyn
JAavn |

|BIUOPaJE JO

‘day ABJSObNA Jawlo4 8y
BIUBAOIS

SRS

oubausiuopy pue eiqlssg
JuoljeJBpa4 ueIssny
|BlURWOY

|BAOP]OJy JO dngnday
zPueIod

EIECHI]

Leinen

Asebuny

elu0js3

ongnday yoaz)

e11e0J)

,erebing

|eUINOBaZI3H puE elusog
|snuejag

cBIUEqlY

S3l43uno)

:adoun3 udJaise3 pue |eJjuan



