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Miskitu data from 2009 

• These results come from a study funded by 

the WB and coordinated by RTI 

• The study was conducted in 

October/November 2009 

• During the study, two EGRA versions in  

Panamahka and  Creole were validated

• There were 516 children among the miskito

sample 



School Sample

Schools Rural Urban Spanish Miskitu Panamahka Creole Total

North 

Atlantic

24 4 13 12 3 28

South 

Atlantic

6 6 10 2 12

Total 30 10 23 12 3 2 40

3



Student Sample

Region Schools First Grade Second Third Total

North 

Atlantic

28

437 387 319 1143

South 

Atlantic

12

180 183 186 549

Total 40 617 570 505 1692
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Context: North Atlantic (RAAN)/

South Atlantic (RAAS)
– The Caribbean Coast is the poorest, and much 

more isolated than the rural areas of the 
mountainous parts of Nicaragua 

– The percentage of teachers teaching without a 
degree at the national level is 39%,  but in South 
Atlantic reaches 62% and in North Atlantic 59% 

– In 2007 more than 60% of the students  did not 
have Spanish texts; that situation has not 
improved very much among the Intercultural 
bilingual Schools 



Students who were not able to begin

the fluency test 

SPANISH

Grade Students Students who did not start

1 337 130

2 329 18

3 309 3

975 151

MISKITO

Grade Students

Students who did not 

start 

1 219 187

2 171 65

3 126 17

516 269



Reading Comprehension

(% of correct answers)

Miskito

1ro       1.8 

2do     18.1

3ro      36.7

Total   15.7
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Spanish

1ro              21.6

2do             68.1

3ro              81.6

Total          56.3



Oral Comprehension

(% of correct answers)

Miskito

1ro      52.8 

2do     64.4

3ro      71.9

Total:  63.03
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Spanish

1ro              53.3

2do             65.2

3ro              63.8

Total:  60.7



Fluency and comprehension

Miskito First Graders

• First –graders’ mean on fluency was  2 cwpm

at the end of the school year, and  as a whole 

they answered just 1% of the questions. 

• However, they answered correctly  53% of the 

oral comprehension questions . 



Miskitu data from 2010 

• This study indicates that Nicaraguan children 

in intercultural schools have limited reading 

abilities in their native language



PROBLEMS 

• Miskito language has a long oral tradition but 

a short written one 

• Teachers are not properly trained to teach in 

Miskito 

• There are no proper texts for teaching reading 

in Miskito

• There are no international “standards” for 

making comparisons 



Problems

• Only 4% of the first graders in the Miskito 

schools had been enrolled in pre school.

• There were numerous children above the 

appropriate age for first grade and they had a 

lower performance than the rest in 

“decoding” 



What are we assessing?

Assessing reading abilities in a native language

might be misleading.

These children are receiving a low quality 

education, and most of them have insufficiently 

prepared teachers.

However, their oral comprehension results are 

very similar to the Spanish students, and in third 

grade, even better.



What are we assessing?

Assessing children who speak a minority native 

language is, for me, rather than an assessment 

of children’ abilities to read, the evaluation of 

the educational system’s capabilities to offer this 

disadvantaged children an opportunity to learn.


