
TEACHER QUALITY AS A MEDIATOR OF 

STUDENT READING AND WRITING 

ACHIEVEMENT
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Research on Language and Literacy 

Development

• Language development is a precursor of early literacy 

and school success.

• Oral language skills are related to literacy skills.

• Opportunities to use higher-level language skills are 

especially critical to subsequent school success.

• Vocabulary development is strongly and consistently 

related to school performance and long-terms literacy 

development.
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Additional Research Findings

• Children benefit from a curriculum that builds upon 
their prior experiences.

• Knowledge about print is gained through many 
interactions with language—both oral and written.

• Print-rich environments contribute to language and 
literacy development.

• Accurate and rapid decoding of words, followed by 
associating the printed word with its meaning, allows 
the reader to focus attention on the meaning of the 
text.
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Implications of Research

• Classroom structure matters

– Organization, contents, focus, management

• Curriculum matters

– Opportunities to participate, recognition of diversity

• Language matters

– Frequency, content, vocabulary, integration with 
curriculum
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Implications of Research

• Books and reading matter 

– access, variety, instructional components 

• Print and writing matter 

– environment, instruction, products
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Basa Program Geographic Coverage 

La Union

Cebu

Maguindanao

• Assigned Mother Tongues:       
Iloko, Sinugbuanong
Binisaya,
Tagalog, and 
Maguindanaon

• Depth and coverage
– One million readers in Regions 1 

and 7 
– Maguindanao rollout in 

partnership with AusAID BEAM
– Tagalog versus Filipino (research 

activity)



• Overall results: High decoding skills, relatively 

low listening and reading comprehension. 

Baseline Findings: Student Performance (n=490)
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Need of a tool to capture:

Section I:  Classroom Structure

Section II:  Language and Literacy Instruction
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Classroom Structure 

Item 1: Positive Learning Environment

Item 2: Effective Grouping Strategies

Item 3: Participation of All Learners

Item 4: Opportunities for Reflection

Item 5: Classroom Materials

Item 6: Manages Reading and Writing 

Instruction
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Language and Literacy Instruction 

Item 7:  Opportunities for Oral Language

Development 

Item 8:  Opportunities for Meaningful Reading 

Item 9:  Opportunities for Learning to Decode and

Spell Words

Item 10: Opportunities for Developing Reading

Fluency

Item 11: Opportunities for Developing Vocabulary 

Item 12: Opportunities for Developing Comprehension

Item 13: Writing Instruction
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Rating levels and indicators

• For each item, criteria need to anchor the 
rating assigned to that item (1 to 5) in a 
combination of specific outcomes, nuanced 
differences, and examples. 

• Instructional practices worth observing are 
complex. The criteria provide strong guidance 
but the observer’s judgment plays an 
important role.
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Five Rating Levels

1

Deficient 

2

Inadequate

3

Basic

4

Strong

5

Exemplary
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Rating Levels & Anchor

Statements

Deficient → Minimal or No

Inadequate → Limited

Basic → Some

Strong → Ample

Exemplary → Compelling

1. Supportive Learning Environment  

1 
Deficient  

2 
Inadequate 

3 
Basic 

4 
Strong 

5 
Exemplary 

There is minimal or no evidence 

that the learning environment 

supports learners 

There is limited evidence that 

the learning environment 

supports learners. 

There is some evidence that the 

learning environment supports 

learners. 

There is ample evidence that the 

learning environment supports 

learners. 

There is compelling evidence that 

the learning environment supports 

learners. 
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1. Supportive Learning Environment  

1 
Deficient  

2 
Inadequate 

3 
Basic 

4 
Strong 

5 
Exemplary 

There is minimal or no 

evidence that the learning 

environment supports learners 

There is limited evidence that 

the learning environment 

supports learners. 

There is some evidence that 

the learning environment 

supports learners. 

There is ample evidence that the 

learning environment supports 

learners. 

There is compelling evidence that 

the learning environment supports 

learners. 

Rules and routines, if there are 

any, are generally not followed 

There is a lack of purposeful 

activity and disruptions of 

learning occur. 

While learners appear to 

understand and follow some 

basic routines, other rules and 

routines may not be clear. 

Increased teacher intervention 

is evident. 

Learners appear to understand 

regular rules and routines and 

are observed engaging in some 

purposeful activity. However, 

occasional disruption of 

learning occurs as a result of 

either learner ’s disregard for 

rules or lack of respect for each 

other. 

Learners appear to have 

internalized regular rules and 

routines. This is evident as the 

teacher and learners interact 

respectfully and are often seen 

engaged in purposeful activity, 

although teacher management 

efforts are more noticeable. 

Learners appear to have 

internalized regular rules and 

routines. This is evident as the 

teacher and learners move 

through the day smoothly, 

interact respectfully, and are often 

seen engaged in purposeful 

activity. 

The teacher reprimands 

learners publically pointing out 

their errors and criticizing their 

literacy skills. 

The teacher corrects erroneous 

language and literacy responses 

and insists learners repeat 

corrected responses.  However, 

praise is rarely used. 

The teacher points out 

erroneous language and literacy 

responses and asks learners to 

provide correction in an 

encouraging manner. 

The teacher does not always the 

correct erroneous language and 

literacy responses in the effort to 

create a risk-free literacy and 

learning environment. 

The teacher reframes erroneous 

language and literacy-based 

responses and models appropriate 

vocabulary, grammar, 

pronunciation and intonation.  A 

risk-free literacy and learning 

environment is evident. 

The teacher’s strategies to 

resolve conflicts or manage 

noncompliant behavior are 

ineffective and often appear 

arbitrary or harsh. 

The teacher frequently fails to 

identify and respond to conflicts 

or incidents of learners’ 

noncompliance. In addition, the 

teacher’s response may be 

unpredictable and/or 

ineffective. 

The teacher attends to conflicts 

at times when learners are not 

compliant and may use 

formulaic interventions when 

learners are not responsive. For 

example, the teacher may 

separate certain learners or 

take away classroom privileges. 

If needed, teacher intervention in 

conflicts or at times when learners 

are not compliant is calm and 

nonthreatening. The teacher leads 

learners toward peaceful 

resolutions, although he or she 

may not provide problem-solving 

strategies that learners can use 

independently. 

If needed, teacher intervention in 

conflicts or at times when learners 

are not compliant is calm, 

nonthreatening, and effective. The 

teacher facilitates independent, 

productive problem-solving 

strategies among learners. 
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Interpreting the SCOPE ratings

Ratings of 1 Ratings of 5

Poor in providing positive 

feedback and opportunities for 

student reflection

Provides positive feedback and 

ample opportunities for student 

reflection

Focused

on rote learning

Focused

on meaningful learning

Focused on convergent final 

products (e.g., answers to 

convergent test questions)

Focused on generative, process-

oriented products (e.g., 

projects, reports)

Focused on knowledge and 

comprehension outcomes 

Focused on higher order

and critical thinking skills

Focused on algorithmic 

problem solving

Focused on open-ended, 

heuristic problem solving

16



• Overall classroom structure section had higher scores 
than the language literacy and instruction section.

• Classroom materials (mean=2.6), management 
(mean=2.4) and positive learning environment 
(mean=2.3) were rated highest. 

• Writing instruction was rated the lowest (mean=1.1).

Baseline Findings: Classroom Instruction
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