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"UNESCO's mandate m:‘n]mqu pro-

moting the “free flow nf informarion
“by word and by image.” It is a man-

“dare built upon respect for freedom

of expression - a fundamental human
right, enshrined in article 19 in the
Universal Declaration of IHuman
Righrs, whose 60" anniversary we are
celebrating this ycar, Freedom of
expression is not just a right on its own;
it is a crucial right for protecting and
daily realizing other human rights.

Information is the lite-blood
that propels all political systems
based an the premise that an informed
citizenry is a full partner in gﬂnd
vovernance, sustainable development,
peace and justice. We pay solemn
rribute to the men and women who
have died, been injured or impris-
oned in pursuit of the rruth and the
desire to make that truth widely
known.

The killing of a journalist is
the worst form of censarship, and
the chilling effect this has wichin the
Jnunm]mm community 15 undeni-
able, Bur even lesser forms of attack-
ing the media, by harassing, hearing or



imprisoning journalists, can have a
significant and negative impacr on
freedom of expression.

In the past decade more than
1000 media professionals were killed
in the line of dury. Most of them
were targeted, and their murders
accurred while they were worki ng in
their communitics, not in a war zone.

A sad fact is that these murders
result in few prosecutions, let alone
legitimare investigations. Indeed,
impunity stands in the way of justice
in more than ninety percent of these
cases, and as long as this pervasive
culture of impunicy exists, journalists
will remain easy targets, and freedom
of expression will be a casualty in this
angoing battle over the fundamentral
right to access informarion.

Within the overall UN system,
UNESCO has worked in partner-
ship with non-governmental organ-

izations to construct a culture of

safety within the press.
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