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PROJECT IMPLEMENTED BY THE QUITO CLUSTER OFFICE 
 

REGIONAL PROJECT  
 
CELE: IMPROVING THE MONITORING OF PRESS FREEDOM IN THE 
ANDEAN REGION 
BUDGET CODE 354 RLA 5096 
US$ 15 000 
 
TYPE OF PROJECT 
 
Attacks on the press in the sub-Andean region are adopting increasingly indirect modalities, which require 
a more complex, ample and precise monitoring than has been traditionally conducted. Part of this problem 
is related to the arbitrary enforcement of laws and regulations dealing with the press, radio and television, 
as well as the aggressive intervention of government officials, and other covert forms of harassment that 
are difficult to objectively report.  
 
It is important to point out that there is no adequate record of the trials against journalists and media 
organizations. In Peru, the Press and Society Institute (IPYS) managed to build a database of 30 years of 
trials against journalists up to 1999 (Press on Trial/30 Years of Trials against Peruvian Journalists 1969-
1999). In Bolivia, Venezuela, Colombia and Ecuador, there is no information of this nature. It is 
increasingly important for oversight organizations to recognize the modalities of the issues that may 
require more attention, and not all these organizations have a legal department. Furthermore, in the case of 
regulations or laws, it is necessary to ensure that NGOs have a greater capacity for legal analysis in order 
to detect violations.  
 
In consequence, this project intends to assist a group of non-governmental organizations that defend 
freedom of expression in elevating the scope and precision of the registration of violations of freedom of 
expression and of the press in the Andean countries.   

IMPLEMENTATION 
 
The approved work plan for this project foresees the implementation of the following activities: 
 

• Assist a group of non-governmental organizations that defend freedom of expression (the Andean 
Group for Freedom of Information - GALI), by widening the scope and precision of the 
registration of violations against freedom of expression and of the press in the Andean countries.  
 

• Evaluate the current systems used by GALI to monitor the situation of freedom of expression in 
each country involved, and formulate a proposal for the improving and recommendations for the 
development of the monitoring system. 
 

• Assist GALI in the design of methodologies to improve and homogenize the oversight of 
violations against freedom of expression linked to the lack or failures of legal frameworks, and 
their concrete application in the sub-region, including the development of analysis matrixes, 
indicators and the creation of data bases for each country. 
 



135 
 

• Organize and carry out in Quito an initial planning workshop and an evaluation workshop at the 
end of the project, with participants from CELE y GALI. 

 
RESULTS 
 
CELE organized the first workshop of organizations of the Andean Group of Freedom of information 
(GALI) in Quito on 25-26 November 2010 to evaluate the current monitoring mechanisms being used to 
monitor violations of freedom of expression in the region. As a first result of this project, the GALI 
member organizations widened the scope of issues covered by the freedom of expression monitoring 
mechanism, to include legal and administrative processes against journalists, mandatory broadcasting of 
governmental content, sudden withdrawal of public advertising and arbitrary cancellation of radio and 
television licenses. Moreover, GALI identified the need to evaluate the freedom of expression legal 
framework prevailing in each country, in order to identify their strengths and weaknesses. For this 
purpose, the implementation of some UNESCO’s Media Development Indicators, particularly category 1, 
was proposed, since this instrument can contribute to assessing, in a precise manner, whether national 
legislation on freedom of expression and access to information meet international standards.  
 
CELE will initially monitor these new issues from November 2010 until June 2011. In July 2011 there 
will be a second meeting of the GALI organizations in order to assess progress and / or problems 
encountered during that period. The scope of the new monitoring system will then be finally decided as 
well as the strategies to be implemented to improve the current mechanisms. The scope of the new 
monitoring system will then be finally decided as well as the strategies to be implemented to improve the 
current mechanisms. 
 
   
CONCLUSION  
 
THE PROJECT IS ADVANCING AS PLANNED AND AIMING TO ACHIEVE ITS MAIN OBJECTIVE, THAT 
IS, TO IMPROVE PRESS FREEDOM MONITORING MECHANISMS IN THE ANDEAN REGION AND 
THROUGH THAT, PROMOTE FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION, PLURALISM AND DIVERSITY IN ANDEAN 
MEDIA. 

 




