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Outline

o Role of the UIS

o Main areas of work

o Statistical Capacity Building

o Reports and Publications

o Workshop objectives
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Four main lines of action
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Development of 

education 

indicators and 

Promotion of data 

use and analysis

Development of

international 

statistics on 

learning 

outcomes

Reinforcement

of cross 

cutting 

statistical 

activities

Development of

international Statistics 

on Science and 

Technology, 

Communication and 

Information and Culture
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o Main areas of engagement: annual or biennial surveys in 4 
key areas.

� Culture – Statistics on Feature Film 

� Communication and Information - Questionnaire on 
Statistics of Information and Communication Technologies 
(ICT) in Education

� Education – Students and Teachers in Basic and Tertiary 
Education, Educational Expenditure, National Education 
Systems, Educational Attainment, Literacy, Catalogue on 
Learning Outcomes

� Science, technology and innovation - Questionnaire on 
Research and Experimental Developmental (R&D) Statistics 
and Questionnaire on Innovation Statistics
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Setting standards – consistency in norms and 

definitions

� Collecting and Disseminating internationally 

comparable indicators
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International Standard 

Classification on 

Education (ISCED)
Developed to map national education 

programmes into the International Standard 

Classification to produce internally comparable 

statistics on education          

Framework for 

Cultural Statistics 

(FCS)

Frascati Manual    
Initially developed for use in developed countries –

annex published by the UIS in 2012 which provides 

guidelines on reducing the complexity of surveys 

to measure research and development in 

developing countries

Data Quality Assessment 

Framework  (DQAF)       
Developed to assess 6 dimensions of data 

quality allowing countries to score themselves 

against a standard matrix 
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Statistical Capacity building 

� Support to national statisticians to strengthen data 

quality and coverage in specific areas of reporting –

e.g. improving the quality and coverage of education 

financing on-going in several countries.

� Support to national statisticians and technical teams 

to implementing methodologies e.g. out of school 

children national assessments on-going in several 

countries.

� Support to national statisticians to develop or 

improve statistical information systems e.g to 

improve the timely and automatic production of 

data.
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Statistical Capacity building

� Supporting initiatives in enhancing the quality of 

education: e.g support to assess the coverage and 

quality of national system level data in areas such as 

the programme for international student 

assessments.

� Support to national education sector analysis and 

assessment of data quality.

� Training national statisticians on UIS questionnaires 

in several domains.
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ISCED 2011 ISCED 1997
ISCED 01:  Early Childhood Educational

Development -

ISCED 02:  Pre-primary ISCED 0: Pre-primary

ISCED level 1: Primary ISCED level 1: Primary

ISCED level 2: Lower secondary ISCED level 2: Lower secondary

ISCED level 3: Upper secondary ISCED level 3: Upper secondary

ISCED level 4: Post-secondary non-

tertiary

ISCED level 4: Post-secondary non-

tertiary

ISCED level 5: Short-cycle tertiary

education
ISCED level 5: First stage of tertiary 

education
ISCED level 6: Bachelor’s or equivalent

level

ISCED level 7: Master’s or equivalent level

ISCED level 8: Doctoral or equivalent level

ISCED level 6: Second stage of tertiary 

education

Education Levels – International Standard Classification –

Catalogue focus on ISCED 1 and 2 only – Potential to expand 

the ISCED scope in the future 
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Ensuring data quality and coverage
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Reviewing historical data series to 

ensure consistency and close data gaps

Ensuring transparency prior to the 

publication of internationally 

comparable statistics in reports
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Relevance of internationally comparable 

statistics

o Benchmarking – comparing best practices

� Share knowledge about good practices

� Offer external view on national systems

o Countries can monitor progress to date towards common targets 

e.g. regional, continental or international goals

o Data can be a useful advocacy tool mobilize resources to 

encourage countries to meet regional, continental or 

international goals

o Developing, informing and amending appropriate policies, 

ensuring decisions are evidence-based
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Outputs and data dissemination
www.uis.unesco.org
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Outputs and data dissemination – UIS publications 

o UIS printed publications

�Global Education Digest

� Technical Notes
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o UIS data are featured in 

other institutions 

products 

� International reports

�Regional reports and 

publications

Outputs and data dissemination
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Final Message

� Inclusion of data obtained from the Catalogue of 

Learning Assessments in forthcoming statistical 

reports.

� Understand how nationally administered national 

assessments and examinations are used for policy 

making.

� Share best practices in the area of assessments and 

public examinations
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