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Rationale & background:

Why a network on education quality 

monitoring in the Asia-Pacific region?

• Increasing interest in the issue of quality of education in general and 
monitoring of quality specifically

• Expanding participation in international assessments, as well as more frequent 
organization of national assessments for diagnostic and monitoring purposes

• Emphasis on learning outcomes in the post-2015 education agenda



Rationale & background (cont’d):

Why a network on education quality 

monitoring in the Asia-Pacific region?

• Global initiatives to define common learning domains and measures 

(e.g. Learning Metrics Task Force) 

• Strong tradition of public examinations, yet much concern about 

these examinations

• Concern over whether countries have the policies, structures, 

practices and tools needed to constitute an effective student 

assessment system

• Expressed need to understand and monitor other kinds of learning 

beyond the cognitive domain



Rationale & background (cont’d):

Why a network on education quality 

monitoring in the Asia-Pacific region?

• Increasing regionalization and cooperation within and among sub-

regions (e.g. Southeast Asia via ASEAN and SEAMEO, South Asia via 

SAARC, Pacific via SPBEA)

• Expressed desire for knowledge sharing and capitalizing on the rich 

expertise which exists in the region

• UNESCO mandate (research, knowledge sharing, capacity building)

• Existence of similar initiatives/platforms in other regions (e.g. 

SACMEQ, PASEC, LLECE)



Rationale & background (cont’d):

Inaugural Meeting – 27-28 March 2013





What is NEQMAP?



What is NEQMAP? 

• A network which aims to improve the quality of 

learning in the Asia-Pacific by enhancing the use of 

student learning assessment to strengthen 

education systems

• Focused on three modalities: 

1. Knowledge sharing

2. Research

3. Capacity development 



Who is NEQMAP?



Who is NEQMAP?

(cont’d)

Membership is open to all institutions/ 

organizations/associations based on the following criteria:

• Mandate of the unit/department/institution/ 

organization/ association is strongly linked to 

monitoring the quality of education,

• Track record of activities linked to monitoring the 

quality of education

• Submission of membership form and endorsement 

letter by head of organization

• Approval by a simple majority of the Steering Group

Membership form available on website



Who is NEQMAP?  (cont’d)Who is NEQMAP?  (cont’d)Who is NEQMAP?  (cont’d)Who is NEQMAP?  (cont’d)

Central Asia (3): 

• EAOKO (Eurasia)

• EEC, MoES

(Mongolia)

• Mongolian 

Academy of 

Educational 

Sciences

South and West Asia 

(8): 

• ASER Centre 

(India)

• CCLP Worldwide 

(India)

• EDSC (Nepal)

• EQFI (India)

• IIE (India)

• ITA (Pakistan)

• EMIS, MoE

(Afghanistan)

• CAER (India)

• South East Asia 

(5):

• NIE (Singapore)

• NIETS (Thailand)

• VNIES (Vietnam)

• Education 

Quality 

Assurance 

Center, EQAC, 

MoE (Lao PDR)

• Paul Chua 

(Singapore)

North East Asia (3): 

• Graduate School of 

Education, 

University of Tokyo 

(Japan)

• HKPISA Centre 

(Hong Kong, China)

• KICE (Republic of 

Korea)

Pacific (2):

• ACER 

(Australia)

• SPBEA 

(South 

Pacific)

As of August 

2014,  

NEQMAP has 

22 members, 

including 21 

institutions 

and 1 

individual.

Other (1): GL 

Education



Who is NEQMAP? (cont’d)

Steering Group

• Ana Raivoce
Director, Secretariat of the Pacific Board for Educational 
Assessment (SPBEA) - Fiji

• Ho Sui Chu Esther
Director, Hong Kong Centre for International Student 
Assessment - Hong Kong SAR (China)

• Ivan Nikitin
Executive Secretary, Eurasian Association for Educational 
Assessment (EAOKO) - Russia

• Jimin Cho
Head, Office of Global Cooperation, Korea Institute for 
Curriculum & Evaluation (KICE) - Republic of Korea

• Suman Bhattacharjea
Research Director, ASER Centre/Pratham - India



What do we do?

Current/upcoming activities…
• Research on how the results of learning assessments are used and their 

impact on policy and practice 
� Systematic review conducted by ACER

� Policy brief

� National case studies

• Organization of a regional capacity development workshop on large-scale 
assessments of learning (23-26 September 2014, Bangkok) – first in a series!

• Regional mapping study on existing policies and research on monitoring 
learning outcomes 

• Establishment of a knowledge portal on student learning assessment in the 
region 

• Research on assessment of transversal or 21st century skills 





What do we do? (cont’d)

In the pipeline…

• More targeted capacity building workshops on 
specific topics, targeted at LDCs

• Technical assistance activities

• Annual network meetings and e-discussions

• Newsletter

• Study visits & exchanges

• National case studies

• And what else? Your ideas welcome!



Linkages:

NEQMAP and OLO

• Knowledge portal (complementary 

information and linkage to OLO) 

• Capacity development (identification of gaps 

and needs which can provide parameters for 

workshops and technical assistance) 

• Research (e.g. on use of assessment results, 

alignment of curriculum and assessment) 

assessment of 21st century skills



For more information…

Please contact the NEQMAP Secretariat:

Education Policy and Reform (EPR) Unit, UNESCO Bangkok

Science Center for Education (Building 4)

928 Sukhumvit 40 Road

Prakanong, Klongtoey

Bangkok 10110, Thailand

Website: http://www.unescobkk.org/education/neqmap

Email: neqmap@unesco.org

Phone: +66-2-3910577, +66-2-3910880 ext. 301

Fax: +66-2-3910866


