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Mr Jim Boumelha, President of the International Federation of Journalists,
Erik Bjerager, Vice-President of the World Editors Forum,

Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

Thank you all for coming to UNESCO today.

This Conference is mandated by the UNESCO Executive Board, and convened by

the International Programme for the Development of Communication.

We have gathered from across the world, inspired by a single conviction.

The conviction that more must be done to strengthen the safety of media

professionals.

Unfortunately, media workers face a wide horizon of threats today.

These range from conflicts and civil unrest to assassination and rogue militias.

They include organized crime, random bombs and crossfire, along with natural

disasters and epidemics, and misogynist abuse.

Media workers face violence.

They face the hatred of extremism.
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They face digital harassment.

Most tragic of all, they face death.

Over the past decade, 675 journalists have lost their lives.

Last year alone, we lost 105 colleagues.

On average, one journalist is killed every five days.

What makes the situation absolutely intolerable is that only less than six percent of

killings have been resolved.

This is a critical time for media workers, for freedom of expression.

This is a critical time for the world.

Last year, Governments agreed on a new Agenda for Sustainable Development, to

guide the next 15 years.

Last year saw also an upsurge in conflicts, violent extremism, the destruction of

humanity’s cultural heritage, barbaric violence against journalists.

This is why we are here today, to join forces, to strengthen safety, to end impunity.

We are acting, first at the global level.

With UNESCO's facilitation, the last three years have seen Member States — in

Paris, in Geneva, in New York — adopt eight resolutions on the safety of journalists.

Global awareness is rising, and this is essential.

As UNESCO Director-General, | will continue to condemn every kiling of a

journalist and call for swift, effective judicial investigations.

UNESCO works every day to translate resolutions into realities.
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This is the goal of the United Nations Plan of Action for the Safety of Journalists
and the Issue of Impunity -- initiated by the International Programme for the
Development of Communication —- which focusses on building broad-based co-

operation, to enhance safety and end impunity.

The same objectives guide projects supported by the International Programme for
the Development of Communication — and the Journalism Safety Indicators we are

taking forward in countries across the world.

Education is essential -- this is why UNESCO has developed a syllabus on safety
for journalism schools, and we are finalising, with the International Federation of

Journalists, a comprehensive set of modules.

Let me underline also the importance of UNESCO’s work on digital safety for

journalists, including digital safety for confidential sources.

UNESCO is also acting on the ground — through training, roundtables, campaigns --
in Irag, Nepal, Pakistan, and South Sudan, in Brazil, Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico,

Liberia, Nigeria, Jordan and Somalia.

With Reporters sans Frontiéres, in 1998, we published our flagship guide for the

safety of journalists -- this has just been updated and will be relaunched today.

Last month, | met with Christophe Deloire, Director-General of Reporters sans
Frontieres, and agreed on the importance of the proposal for a special
representative on journalist safety, within the Office of the United Nations Secretary

General.
And | wish to commend the energy and commitment of CNN Chief International
Correspondant Christiane Amanpour, UNESCO Goodwill Ambassador for Freedom

of Expression and Journalist Safety, for raising this flag across the world.

UNESCO is also leading the fight against impunity.
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This includes spearheading the International Day to End Impunity for Crimes
against Journalists, decided by the United Nations General Assembly, on 2

November, every year, across the world.

Only together can we stop this plague -- and | wish to welcome especially today, Ms
Diane Foley, mother of murdered journalist James Foley — the James W. Foley

Legacy Foundation is leading the way in fighting impunity across the world.

Every relevant actor must be engaged, and brought on broad.

This is why UNESCO works so closely with judiciaries, security and law
enforcement agencies, in Mexico, Paraguay, Uruguay and Chile, in Tunisia, Cote

d’lvoire, Somalia, South Sudan and Iraqg.

Mesdames et Messieurs,

L’'UNESCO dispose, grace au Programme International pour le Développement de
la Communication, d’un systéeme unique au monde, au service de tous les Etats

membres, pour observer le suivi judiciaire de tous les assassinats de journalistes.

C'est un outil dinformation privilégié pour soutenir la justice, pour mesurer
'avancement des enquétes — pour que nulle part dans le monde un criminel puisse

penser que son crime restera impuni.

Les Etats membres s’en servent pour maintenir en éveil la vigilance des citoyens,
soutenir le travail des policiers, des professionnels de la justice, et bien sir les
journalistes.

Pour réussir, nous avons besoin de I'engagement de tous — et je salue 'action des
Etats Membres qui partagent ces informations, et je leur demande de renforcer
encore cette coopération.

C’est un pilier de notre combat pour les droits humains.

C’est un pilier de notre combat pour la liberté d'expression, pour des sociétés plus

durables, plus confiantes, plus résilientes.
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Nous avons tous un réle a jouer, chacun a notre place - les gouvernements, les

médias, les citoyens.

Et c'est le sens de cette conférence, de rassembler une si grande diversité

d’'acteurs et de dirigeants de médias de haut niveau.

Votre réle est essentiel, pour maintenir la pression, travailler avec les autorités
publiques, renforcer les bonnes pratiques, inclure les producteurs de médias locaux
et communautaires, les pigistes, explorer les réponses aux questions

fondamentales auxquelles nous sommes confrontés aujourd'hui.

Comment pouvons-nous renforcer le dialogue au sein des pays, et au sein des

Nations Unies?

Comment renforcer la formation des journalistes, partager les bonnes pratiques des

médias en matiére de sécurité ?

Comment renforcer la mobilisation du public sur la nécessité de mettre un terme a

l'impunité?

Je vous remercie tous de votre présence aujourd'hui.

Je voudrais saluer tout spécialement les partenaires qui ont permis I'organisation
de cet événement - ['Association mondiale des journaux, la Fédération
internationale des journalistes, I'Union européenne de radiodiffusion, ['Institut
international de la presse, ['Association mondiale des radiodiffuseurs

communautaires, et beaucoup d'autres.

Un grand merci aux Etats membres pour leur soutien — notamment la Suéde, les
Pays-Bas, les Etats-Unis d'Amérique, I'Australie, I'Autriche, la Finlande, la Lettonie

et tant d’'autres.

Jattire également votre attention sur |'étude des défis liés a la sécurité des
professionnels des médias, menée par la Fondation internationale des femmes de
médias, envers laquelle je suis reconnaissante, et qui réaffirme notre conviction

commune :
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Aucun journaliste ne doit payer de sa vie le droit fondamental & étre informé.
Le silence prépare I'oubli, et cautionne le crime : pour qu'aucun meurtre ne reste

impuni, il faut oser parler, enquéter, dénoncer et sanctionner: tel est notre
message, tel est notre devaoir, telle est notre mission.
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