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LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Bien propose: Taxila 

Lieu: Province de Punjab 

Etat partie; Pakistan 

Uclte: 25 Decerobre I979 

B) RECOMMANDATION DE L'ICOMOS 

Que Ie bien namme soit inscrit sur la liste 
du Patrimoine Mondial. 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Taxila est un vaste ensEmble de rwne qUl. 
canprend une caverne meselithique (grotte de 
Khapur), 4 sites d'habitation , de nanbreux 
mgnasteres Bouddhistes de differentes perio-

~ et au-dessus de Giri, des IYOsquees Musul
manes et des Medressas d'epoque Medievale. 
Les ruines qui sont universellernent signifi
catives sent les 4 sites d'habitation (Sarai 
kala, Sirkap et Sirsukh). Une etude de ces 
ruines revele sur Ie DIan de l'evolution 
urbaine sur la penins~:tle Indienne pendant 
plus de 5 siecles. Le tertre de Bhir est la 
plus ancienne ville historique de Taxila et 
a probablement ete fondee au 6eme siecle avo 
J • C. par les Achenenides. Les rnurs de pierre 
les fondations des maisons et les rues tortu 
euses representent les premieres formes d'ur 
banisation de la peninsule. Sirkap etait une 
ville fortifiee, fondee au milieu du 2eme 
siecle ap.J.C.Les nanbreuses maisons privees 
les stupas, et les temples sent disposes sur 
un plan quadrille Hellenistique et illustre 
la forte influence occidentale sur l'archi-
tecture locale. • •• / 
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WORLD HERITAGE LIST N° 139 

A) IDENTIFICATION 

Nomination: Taxila 

Location: Province of Punjab 

State party: Pakistan 

Da te: Decerrber 25th 1979 

B) ICOMOS RECOMMENDATION 

That the nominated property be included 
in the WOrld Heritage List. 

{ 

C) JUSTIFICATION 

Taxila is a vast cx:xrplex of ruins which 
includes a Mesolithic cave (Khanpur cave), 
4 settlement sites, a number of Buddhist 
nonasteries of various periods and above 
Giri, M:)slem nosques and madrassahs of 
the rredieval period. 
By far the nost universally :rreaningful of 
the ruins are the 4 settlement sites 
(Saraidala, Bhir, Sirkap and Sirsukh). A 
study of these ruins reveals the pattern 
of the Urban evolution on the Indian sub
continent through nore than 5 centuries. 
The Bhir nound is the earliest historic 
ci ty of ~axila and was probably founded 
in the 6th century B.C. by the Achae
rrenians. Stone walls, house foundations 
and winding streets represent the earlies 
fonus of urbanization on the sub-conti
nent. Sirkap was a fortified city founded 
during the mid-2nd century B.C. The rrany 
private houses, stupas and temples are 
laid out on the Hellenistic grid system 
and shaN the strong western classical 

• influence on local architecture. The 
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La ville a ete detruite au Ier siecle ap.J.C. 
par les Khusanas, une tribu d I Asie centrale . 
Vers Ie Nord, les fouilles des ruines de la 
ville Kushana de Sirsukh ont mis a jour un 
rectangle irregulier de murs en pierre de 
taille et de bastions circulaires. Ce mur 
prouve l'influence precoce des fonmes archi
tecturales venues d'Asie Centrale sur celles 
de la peninsule. Ce site etant Ie seul d I une 
telle importance sur la peninsule Indienne , 
il justifie a lui seul l'inscription de Taxi
la sur la liste du PatriIroine r.t:>ndial, selon 
Ie critere n03. 
De plus Ie tertre de Bihr est associe a lIe
venanent historique de I I entree trianphante 

--, I Alexandre Ie Grand a Taxila, repondant ains 
pour Taxila, au critere n06. 

D) EI'AT DE CONSERVATION 

Le site de Taxila est situe dans une region 
tres industrialisee a environ I krn • d I une 
usine d I annements. Taxila, protege par Ie 
Gouvernanent du Pakistan est en bon etat de 
conservation mais il est logique que les 4 
sites d'habitation soient fouilles jusqu'a 
leurs fondations. 
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city was destroyed in the 1st century A.D. 
by the Kushanas, a central Asian tribe. 'Ib 
the North, excavations of the ruins of the 
Kushana city of Sirsukh have brought to 
light an irregular rectangle of walls in 
ashlar masonry with ro1..Ulded bastions. This 
wall attests to the early influence of 
Central Asian architectural fonus on those 
of the sub-continent. Being the only site 
of this unique inp:)rtance on the Indian 
sub-continent, alone, qualifies Taxila for 
inclusion on the WOrld Heritage List under 
criterion 3. In addition to this, the Bihr 
rround is associated with the historic event 
of the triumphant entry of Alexander the 
Great into Taxila, thus bringing Taxila 
under criterion 6. 

D) STATE OF PRESERVATION 

The site of Taxila is located in an area 
of heavy industry about one kilorreter from 
an armaments factory. Taxila is in good 
condition and under the protection of the 
Pakistan gove:rnrrent but it is pertinent that 
the site of the 4 settlerrents be re-excavated 
do.vn to their first foundations. 




