
NOMINATION TO THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST 

Convention concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage 

Name I MANA POOLS NATIONAL PARK, SAPI AND CHEWORE SAFARI AREAS 

Identification No, 302 Date received by WH Secretariat, 23.12.83 

Contracting State Party having submitted the nomination of the property in 
accordance with the Convention. ZIMBABWE 

Summary prepared by IUCN (March 1984) based on the original nomination 
submitted by Zimbabwe. This original and all documents presented in support 
of this nomination will be available for consultation at the meetings of the 
Bureau and the Committee. 

1. LOCATION, Northeast of Lake Kariba in the Zambezi Valley, along the 
border with Zambia. 

2. JURIDICAL DATA, 

Public ownership under the Parks and Wildlife Act 1975 and managed by the 
Department of National Parks and Wild Life Management. Mana Pools National 
Park was established in 1963 (with 2,196 sq km), and the Chewore and Sapi 
Safari Areas in 1964 (with 3,390 sq km and 1,180 sq km respectively). 

3. IDENTIFICATION, 

All three areas (which total some 6,766 sq km) are part of the Miorobo 
woodland/ savanna Biogeographical Province. They front the lower Zambezi 
River, and include large areas of the rugged Zambezi escarpment (which rises 
to over 1,000m from the valley floor). The area contains the last remaining 
natural stretch of the Middle Zambezi. The geology of the region ranges from 
the recent river alluvia of the valley floor to the ancient gneisses overlain 
by thin lithosols. The Mana Pools are former channels of the Zambezi. Much 
of the Chewore is heavily dissected and the Mupata Gorge (some 30km long) 
occurs along the northern border of this part of the area. Above the Mupata 
Gorges the river is broad and sandy, flowing through numerous channels, 
sand-banks and islands. Mean annual rainfall 700mm falling mainly 
December-March. Mean annual temperature 25°C. 

Well-grassed Brachystegia communities dominate the mountainous escarpment and 
higher Chewore areas with small but significant riparian communities along the 
numerous streams. The valley floor is dominated by mopane woodlands or dry 

highly deciduous thickets known as jesse. Seasonal tributaries crossing the 
valley floor support extensive riparian communities. On the younger sandier 
alluvial deposits along the Zambezi are well-developed communities of the 
Acacia albida with more diverse woodlands containing Kigelia africana and 
Trichelia emetica on the higher deposits (old islands or levees). 

The nominated site has a rich and varied fauna with large mammal populations 
which concentrate on the flood plains during the dry season when water 
elsewhere is scarce and when the numerous Acacia albida shed their 
protein-rich pods. Threatened mammals include black rhino (particularly in 
Chewore which has numerically one of the most significant populations in 
Africa), elephant (over 6,500), leopard, cheetah, and wild dog. Other 
Significant mammals include hippo, buffalo (11,000 estimated), lion, spotted 
hyaena, honey badger, warthog, bushpig, zebra, and several antelope species 
(including nyala). 

A healthy population of the threatened Nile crocodile is also present. Bird 
life along the river and in the bush is prolific with over 380 species 
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including Nyasa lovebird, yellow-spotted nicator, white-collared pratincole, 
oanded snake-eagle and Livingstone's flycatcher. Common fish include tiger 
fish, bream, vundu, kupi, chessa, cornish Jack and lungfish. 

4. STATE OF PRESERVATION/CONSERVATION: 

There are two further contiguous areas, Dande Safari Area (523 sq km) 
established in 1968, and the Urungwe Safari Area (2,870 sq km) established in 
1976. Much of the area had been protected as a non-hunting area since 1930. 
The areas are fully protected, but with strictly controlled recreational 
hunting permitted in the safari areas. These areas are being considered for 
national park status. A Policy Document serves to provide overall guidelines 
to management of the area and there is an active research programme. 

Njitural seasonal flooding of low-lying areas was seriously curtailed by the 
completion of Kariba Dam in 1958. These areas including the rich alluvium and 
the ecological heart of the area are threatened by a proposed hydroelectric 
scheme at Mapata Gorge which would create a 85,OOOha lake obliterating much of 
the Zambezi floodplain and halving the carrying capacity of the Mana Pools. 

Other problems include poaching especially of fish by Zambian fishermen and 
destruction of habitats by elephants. The Harare/Lusaka highway passes through 
the area with associated settlements and there is a private estate on the 
Zambezi near Chirundu. The area is of limited agricultural potential. There 
is virtually no permanent human habitation. 

The areas provide opportunities to experience great seasonal mammal 
concentrations in a natural environment and it is ensured that recreational 
hunting will not impair the essential wilderness qualities and resource values 
for future generations. Mana pools National Park has partially developed 
tourist facilities which are prone to saturation during peak periods. 
Tourists are permitted to walk through the riparian woodlands within the park. 

5. JUSTIFICATION FOR INCLUSION ON THE WORLD HERITAGE LIST: 

The Zam.oezi Valley nomination, as presented by the Government of 
provides the following justification for designation as a World 
property: 

Zimbabwe, 
Heritage 

a) Cultural property -- not applicable 

0) Natural Property 

(ii) Ongoing geological processes. The 'sand-bank' environment constitutes 
a good example of erosion and deposition by a large seasonal river 
(despite recent changes in river flow because of Kariba). There is a 
clear pattern of vegetation succession on the alluvial deposits. 
Seasonal movements of large mammals within the valley are of great 
ecological interest both because of interspecies and intraspecies 
differences. 

(iii) Exceptional natural beauty. The annual congregation of animals in 
riparian parkland alongside the broad Zambezi constitutes one 
Africa's outstanding wildlife spectacles. 

the 
of 

(i v) Habitats of rare and endangered species. A number of plant species 
have their only location in Zimbabwe within the Zambezi riparian 
woodland, and the riverine environment is also a refuge for birds not 
found elsewhere in the country. The area is reportedly one of the 
three most important refuges for the black rhinoceros in Africa, and a 
number of other threatened species occur here including elephant, 
leopard, cheetah, wild dog and Nile crocodile. 
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WORLD HERITAGE NOMINATION -- IUCN TECHNICAL EVALUATION 

302 MANA POOLS NATIONAL PARK, SAPI AND 
CHEWORE SAFARI AREAS (ZIMBABWE) 

1. DOCUMENTATION 

i) 
ii) 
iii) 
iv) 

(v) 

Nomination form and maps 
I UCN Data Sheets 
Consultations: A. Ferrar, H. Eidsvik, P. Jackson, L. Talbot 
Literature Consulted: Policy Document, 1981, Lower Zambezi Valley 
Parks J Du Toi t, R. F., 1984. Some Environmental Aspects of proposed 
Hydro-Electric Schemes on the zambesi River, Zimbabwe. Biol. Cons. 
28 (1), 13-87. 

Site visit 20-21 May 1983 

2. COMPARISON WITH OTHER AREAS 

Within the Miorobo Woodland/Savanna Biogeographical province there are 43 
protected areas according to the latest list held by IUCN I S protected Areas 
Data Unit (PADU). 17 of these are in Zambia, 2 in Mozambique, 3 in Angola, 3 
in Tanzania, 7 in Malawi and 11 others in Zimbabwe. Of this number, however, 
few are found in riverine locations where better quality soils and seasonal 
flooding result in more productive habitats than found in plateau areas. 

The one area that is also on the Zambezi drainage system and is comparable is 
the Luangwa Valley (north and south) National Park some 300 kIn northeast of 
Mana Pools in zambia. These parks protect a much less affected and longer 
riverine strip and harbour a significantly larger number of black rhino (1984 
estimate: 3001). Management standards at the moment, however, are on a much 
firmer footing in Mana Pools. 

3 • INTEGRITY 

The three areas, when taken together, form a sufficiently large conservation 
unit for most ecological processes to continue functioning more or less 
naturally. The site is well protected by natural barriers from encroachment 
and alternative land uses. These include the zambezi River in the north, the 
steep, broken country of the escarpment in the south and the prevalence of an 
array of tropical diseases such as sleeping sickness, malaria and bilharzia. 
These features have resulted in the area never having been popular for human 
residence and never having been used extensively for livestock grazing. 

The major impact on the Lower Zambezi River in recent years has been the 
reduction in flooding levels caused by the construction of the Kariba Dam. 
The nomination notes that further research on the ecological post-audit of 
this development is required. 

The major future threat is contained in a proposal for a hydroelectric scheme 
at Mpata Gorge. This would create a 1500 sq kIn reservoir that would 
obliterate the vital core area of the park, halving the carrying capacity for 
wildlife. IUCN has worked with the Zimbabwe Natural Resources Board to 
complete a preliminary environmental impact assessment and noted that the 
proposed dam is unlikely to be considered until the 21st Century. 

The area has been under continuous protection since 1930 and is guided by a 
policy document. Hunting in the Sapi and Chewore Safari areas is closely 
regulated and is not seen as an inconsistent or damaging use of the site. 
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4. ADDITIONAL COMMENTS 

The possibility of creating a transfrontier World Heritage site together with 
the adjacent Lower Zambezi National Park in Zambia should be pursued as it 
would greatly add to the completeness and integrity of the site. 

5. EVALUATION 

The mid-Zambezi Valley containing the nominated sites is one of the last areas 
in southern Africa that is not grossly modified by man. It thus provides a 
benchmark site for study of the riverine "sand-bank" environment and 
associated succession and adaptive change (criteria ii). The area also meets 
cri teria iii as the annual congregation of animals in the riparian parkland 
along the broad Zambezi is one of Africa' s outstanding wildlife spectacles. 
T~e area also is one of the most important refuges for black rhino in Africa 
as well as a number of other threatened species (elephant, leopard, wild dog, 
and Nile crocodile) and therefore meets criteria iv. 

6. RECOMMENDATIONS 

The Mana Pools!Sapi!Chewore area should be added to the World Heritage List on 
the basis of criteria ~~, iii and iv. The Committee should furthermore 
encourage the Zambian aut~orities to nominate the adjacent Lower Zambezi 
National Park for joint inscription on the World Heritage List. The Committee 
should also express its interest in being kept informed of the possible 
construction of another dam on the Zambezi at Mapata Gorge which would 
essentially negate the major value of the area. 
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ZIMBABWE 

NAME Mana Pools National Park and associated Safari Areas 

MANAGEMENT CATEGORY II (National Park) 
VIII (Multiple Use Management Area) 

X (World Heritage site - criteria: ii, iii, iv) 

BIOGEOGRAPHICAL PROVINCE 3.07.04 (Miorobo Woodland/savanna) 

DATE AND HISTORY OF ESTABLISHMENT Mana Pools National Park 1963: Chewore 
Safari Area and Sapi Safari Area 1964: Dande Safari Area 1968: Urungwe 
Safari Area 1976: no information on Doma Safari Area. Much of the area had 
been protected as a non-hunting area since 1930. Designated as a World 
Heritage site in 1984. 

GEOGRAPHICAL LOCATION situated north-east of Lake Kariba in the Zambezi 
Valley on the south bank of the river (which forms the border with Zambia). 
15°35'-16°30'S, 29°00'-30 0 25'E 

AREA Mana Pools 219,600ha, Chewore 339,OOOha, Urungwe 287,000ha, sapi 
118,000ha Dande 52,300ha and Doma 76,400ha. contiguous to Charara Safari 
Area (169,OOOha). 

LAND TENURE Public ownership under the Parks and Wildlife Act 1975. 

ALTITUDE Under 500m to 1,062m 

PHYSICAL FEATURES The areas (excluding Dande) have extensive frontages 
along the lower zambezi River from the Kariba Dam to near the Mozambique 
border and include large areas of the rugged Zambezi escarpment, which 
rises to 1,000m from the valley floor. The geology of the region ranges 
from the recent river alluvia of the extensive valley floor to the ancient 
gneiss and paragneiss overlain by thin lithosols of the basement complex. 
Mana Pools are former channels of the Zambezi. Much of Chewore is heavily 
dissected with Mupata Gorge (30km long) along the northern boundary. 
Between the gorges of Kariba and Mupata, the river is broad and sandy. 

~LIMATE Mean annual rainfall is 700mm, falling mainly in summer. Mean 
annual temperature is 2SoC. 

VEGETATION Well-grassed Brachystegia communities dominate the mountainous 
escarpment and higher Chewore areas. The valley floor is dominated by 
mopane Colophospermum mopane woodlands or dry highly deciduous thickets 
known as jesse. Seasonal tributaries crossing the valley floor support 
extensive riparian communities. On the younger sandier alluvial deposits 
along the zamhezi are well-developed communities of the unusual Acacia 
albida with more diverse woodlands containing Kigelia africana and 
Trichilia emetica on the higher deposits (old islands or levees). 

FAUNA The rich and varied fauna mammal populations tend to concentrate on 
the floodplains during the dry season when water elsewhere (except in the 
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escarpment) is scarce and when the numerous Acacia albida shed their 
protein-rich pods. Mammals include black rhinoceros Diceros bicornis (T) 
(Chewore has one of the most numerous populations in Africa), elephant 
Loxodonta africana (T), hippopotamus Hippopotamus amphibius, lion Panthera 
19Q, leopard P. pardus (T), spotted hyena Crocuta crocuta, honey badger 
Mellivora capensis, warthog Phacochoerus aethiopicus, bushpig Potamochoeru 

porcus, zebra EQuus burchelli, cheetah Acinonyx jubatus (T), wild dog 
Lycaon pictus (T) and a wide range of antelope species including mixed 
herds of greater kudu Tragelaphus strepsiceros, bushbuck T. scriptus, nyal, 
T. angasi, eland Taurotragus oryx, waterbuck Kobus ellipsiprymnus, sable 
antelope Hippotragus niger, grysbok Raphicerus melanotis, and steenbok ~ 
campestris. Nile crocodile Crocodylus niloticus (V) are present. Birdlifl 
on the river and in the bush is prolific with over 380 species including 
Nyasa lovebird Agapornis lilianae, yellow-spotted nicator Nicator sp., 
white-collared pratincole Glareola nuchalis, banded snake-eagle circaetus 
sp., and Livingstone's flycatcher Erythrocercus livingstonei. Common fish 
include tiger fish Hydrocynus vittatus, bream Tilapia spp., vundu 
Heterobranchus longifilis, kupi Distichodus mossambicus, chessa D. schenga 
cornish Jack MOrmyrops deliciousus, and lungfish protopterus annectens. 

CULTURAL HERITAGE No information 

LOCAL HUMAN POPULATION There is virtually no permanent human habitation 
due to an array of tropical diseases including sleeping sickness, biharzia, 
and malaria. 

VISITORS AND VISITOR FACILITIES The areas provide opportunities to 
experience some of the greatest seasonal mammal concentrations in a natural 
environment and it is ensured that recreational hunting will not impair thE 
essential wilderness qualities and resource values for future generations. 
The number of cars allowed into Kana Pools National Park at anyone time i~ 
limited. Mana Pools is only partially developed as a tourist centre, but 
is so popular that the available facilities are prone to saturation. Ther 
is a tourist camp at Chikwenya on the confluence of the Sapi and Zambezi 
Rivers, but there are no tarred roads and visitors are strictly confined. 
Visitors are allowed to walk in the riparian woodlands in the park. 

SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND FACILITIES Scientific research and education 
concern ecological stability and man's impact on the environment. In 
particular long term studies have been made of the ecological effects of 
land-use systems applied in neighbouring areas and effects on riparian 
communities of the formation of Lake Kariba. Regular aerial game counts 
are carried out. Research laboratory is located at Kana Pools. An 
ecologist and workers have been posted to the area after a break of several 
years. 

CONSERVATION MANAGEMENT Fully protected, but strictly controlled 
recreational hunting is permitted in the safari areas. Chewore and Sapi 
are due for elevation to national park status. zonation is implicit in the 
legal status of the five areas. Each area may be divided into: Special 
Conservation Areas with no development and entry only for scientific 
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purposes; Wilderness Areas of sufficient size to contain the complete biota 
of the locality and bearing no more than incidental signs of occupation by 
man; Wild Areas serviced by roads and tracks, but where the interests of 
fauna and flora are paramount; and Development Areas for visitor, 
management and administrative facilities. Hunting rights in Sapi, Chewore 
and Urungwe (part) are divided into lots which are sold by tender on an 
annual basis; in the remainder of Urungwe they are sold to a local hunting 
association, and in Dande they are leased to a safari company. 

MANAGEMENT PROBLEMS Natural seasonal flooding of low-lying areas was 
seriously curtailed by the completion of Kariba Dam in 1958. These areas 
including the rich alluvium and the ecological heart of the area are 
further threatened by a proposed hydroelectric scheme at Mapata Gorge which 
would create a 85,OOOha lake obliterating much of the Zambezi floodplain 
and halving the carrying capacity of Mana Pools. An environmental 
assessment is being completed. The proposeq dam is unlikely to be 
considered until the 21st century. Other problems include poaching, 
especially of fish in the Zambezi, and destruction of habitats by 
elephants. The Harare/Lusaka main road passes through the area with 
associated settlements and there is a private estate on the Zambezi near 
Chirundu. The area is of limited agricultural potential and has never been 
used extensively for livestock grazing. As of 1989, the site is threatened 
by proposed oil exploration of the Zambezi valley, including within the 
national park itself. Initial seismic investigations wiil require the 
construction of 'trace line' roads into the park, leading to erosion and 
ease of access for poachers. At the request of the Zimbabwe Ministry of 
Finance, Economic Planning and Development, IUCN developed environmental 
impact guidelines which would be included in the contract between the 
government and the developers. 

STAFF The complex is administered by the Warden at Marangora with seven 
rangers, support staff, one ecologist and his junior staff. 

BUDGET No information 

LOCAL ADMINISTRATION Warden at Marangara. 

REFERENCES 
umerous departmental reports augmented by published papers on the biology 

of the area and including a population census as a basis for setting 
hunting quotas. 
Barkham, J.P. (1981). Report on the environmental impact assessment of 

proposed hydro-electric schemes on the Zambezi River. Duplicated 
report. IUCN, Gland. 30 pp. 

du Toit, R.F. (1982). A preliminary assessment of the environmental 
implications of the proposed Mupata and Batoka hydro-electric schemes 
(zambezi River, Zimbabwe). Natural Resources Board, Harare. 209 pp. 

Guy, P.R. (1977). Notes on the vegetation types of the Zambezi Valley, 
Rhodesia between Kariba and Mupata Gorges. Kirkia 10: 543-557. 

Jarman, P.J. (1972). Seasonal distribution of large mammal populations in 
the unflooded middle zambezi Valley. Journal of Applied Ecology 9: 
283-299. 
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Policy document covering the five areas (24 February 1981). 
Raath, J. (1989). Mobil threatens Zimbabawe's wildlife. China Daily. 

26 May. 

DATE April 1985, reviewed September 1989 
0356P 
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Convention conce: nant la protection du Patrimoine mondial, culturel et naturel 

PROPOSITION D'I~SCRIPTION SUR LA LISTE ocr PATRI~OINE MONDLAL 

~om: PARC NATIONAL DES MPu'l'A POOLS, AIRES DE SAFARI SAPI ET CHEWORE 

~o d'ordre: ;;2 Date de reception par le Secretariat 23.12.83 

Etat oartie ayant presente la proposition d'inscription du bien conformement a 
la Convention ZL~ABWE 

Resume etabli par l'UICN (mars 1984) a partir de la proposition d'inscription 
presentee par le Zimbabwe. Le document original et toutes les informations commu
niquees a l'appui de la proposition d'inscription pourront etre consultes aux 
reunions du Bureau et du Camite. 

1. LOCALISATION ~ord-est du lac Kariba dans Ia vallee du Zambeze, le long de 
la frontiere avec la Zambie. 

2. DONNEES JURIDtQUES 

Bien public cree en vertu de la loi de 1975 sur les parcs et sur la faune et la 
flore sauvages et administre par le Departement des parcs nationaux et de la 
gestion de la faune et de La flore sauvages. Le Parc national des ~ana Pools a 
ete cree en 1963 (2196 km2) et les aires de safari Chewore et Sapi en 1964 
(respectivement 3390 km2 et 1180 km2). 

3. IDENTIFICATION: 

Les trois regions (dont la surface totale atteint quelque 6.766 km2) font partie 
de La Province biogeographique "foret ariombo/savane". Elles longent le cours 
inferieur du Zambeze et comprennent de grandes zones d'escarpement surplombant 
le fleuve (qui s'elevent a plus de 1000 metres au-dessus de La vallee). La reeion 
contient la derniere section naturelle du cours moyen du Zambeze. Les formations 
geologiques vont des alluvions fluviales recentes de la vallee aux gneiss anciens 
recouverts de lithosols minces. Les "}1ana Pools" sont d'anciens lits du Zambeze. 
Sur une grande partie de son cours, le Chewore est tres decoupe et les gorges de 
~upata (une trentaine de kilometres de long) longent la limite septentrionale de 
cette zone. Au-dessus des gorges de Mupata, le fleuve est large et sablonneux. il 
coule dans de no~reux lits entre des banes de sable et des lles. La hauteur moyenne 
des precipitations annuelles est de 700 mm, les pluies tombant essentiellement entre 
decembre et mars. La temperature annuelle moyenne est de 25°C. 

Des communautes de Brachystegia associees a d'importantes formations herbeuses 
predominent sur les escarpements montagneux at sur les parties ~levees du Chewore, 
des communautes ripicoles peu etendues mais importantes poussant le long des 
nombreux cours d'aau. Le fond de la vall~e est couvert de forets claires de side
roxylon ou de fourres caducifolies sees, appeles arbres de Jesse. Des affluents 
saisonniers qui traversent la vallee alimentent de vastes communautes cipicolas. 
Sur les depots alluviaux plus sablonneux recents le long du Zambeze se de'leloooenc 
des communautes d'Acacia al':lida ainsi que des forets claires d'aspeces di"et:'ses 
contenant des Kigelia air:'cana et des ::'richelia emetica sur l~s ie?ot3 ?l'.ls Heves 
(anciennes lies ou levees). 
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La si:e ?ro-pose abriea tolne faune =:~:le ac 'la:-iee eOmtH'anant d' i::l'oortaneas jOOU

~ac:ons de nammifaras concanc:-ees dan~ las plaines i~ondablas ?e;dane ~a s~i~on 
sec:;,e lorsque l' aau se faie rare ac que las notnbra~"{. Acacia a!'':lida 'Jerden': ~e'.j=s 
50usses riches an proeaines.Las =:ammiiaras Jlenaces sone La riinoce::-;s :loi: (en 
parciculiar dans la Che~ora qui eOm?ea l'~ne des O.us imo,)rcaneas 'Jooulacions 
d'A!rique), L'ele-phane (?lus de 6.500), le leopard, 1e g~epard ae le' lycaon. Las 
aueres Jlammiieres noeablas sone l'hippopoeame, 1a ouifle (anviron 11.000), le lion, 
l'hyene tacnecee, la raeel, La phacocnere, 1a poeamochere, La zebre ac plusieurs 
aspeces d'~neilo-pes (noeamment la nyala). 

Le parc abrite egalement une population saine de l'espece menacee du c:-ocodi1a du 
~i!., L'avifaune est :,iene 1e long du f1euve ee dans 1a brousse, avec plus de 380 
es?ecas, noeammenc l' i~se?arable de liliane, 1a nieaeor a gorge ':llancne, La 51a=eola 
a co 11 i.er, l' aigle serpentaire raye eel a gobe-'lloucnes cie Li '7ings tone. Las poi. ssons 
las ?L.ls eouranes sone la poisson-tigre, La brame, 1e 7'undu, ~a :<upi, La ciessa, 
le brocnee ec La ?rocopeere. 

~. ETAT DE PRESERVATION au DE CONSERVATION 

Deux aucres zones concigues out ace creess, l'aire' de safari Dande (523 km2 en 196B) 
ee l'aire de saiari Urungwe (2870 km2 en 1976). Une grande partie de La region eeai: 
proeegee depuis 1930, la chasse y eeait interdiee. Ces zones sone ineegralemene pro
:egees mais La chasse, en tane que sport, rigoureusemene reglemeneee, ast aueorisee 
dans les aires de safari. 11 est prevu de leur couferer Le statut de pare national. 
Un documene directif regroupe les principes generaux de gestion de La region ec un 
programme de recherche aceive est an cours. 

Las inondations saisonnieres naeurellas des raglons basses ont ~ee eonsideraolement 
reduices avec l'achevemenc du barrage de Kariba en 1958. Ces zones ae ~otamcene las 
ri.ches terras alluvialas, coeur ecologique de la region, sone ~enacees par un proje: 
de ccnseruceion.d'une cenerale hydroelecerique au niveau des gorges cie ~pata qui 
creeraLC un lac de 85.000 ha "qui supprimeraie une grande partie de 1a ?laine i.non
dabLe du Zambeze ee reduiraie de ~itie La capaciee de charge des ~na ?ools. 

Les autres problemes sone le braconnage, du en partieulier aux pecheurs za~biens, 
Be la deseruction des habieats par Les ilephanes. La grande rouee aara:i/Lusaka 
traverse la region, creant des zones de peup1emene, ee un domaine prive ast insta:le 
sur les bords du Zambeze pres de Chirunciu. La region a ~n poeenciel agricola LiJli:e. 
11 ~'y a presque pas d'etablissemene humain permanene. 

La reglon pennet d'observer de grandes conceneraeions sai50nnieres de :!lammiferes d.a:1.~ 
leur environnement naturel et on a faie en sor~e que La chasse d'agremenc ne co~ro
Jleeta pas les qualites primitives assencial1es ~u liau et son ineere: Jour las gene
:at:ons :'..lellres. La ?are naei..:mal des :!ana ::'OOi5 of=-:e '..ln cer:a.in :-;ombre d.' eQul;Je
:ents :ouris:i~ues qui ont :andance i ar:-iver a saturation 'Jendan: :as Jariodes 
::'e ?oi.nta. :'es :ouriseas sone aucor:ses a se ?romener i pi.ed da.ns las :oraes C~.3.l=es 
::'u ?arc a.u 'Jord du f1auve. 

:"a prooosi.:ion p::esant§e ?ar le:-ou'Te:::1emen: iu Zi:::baowe ·T:sar.: l ~':"::5..::::.:)::..:n 
:e ~a. 'la:':'ie ::'u :a:lb~ze sur :'a :'':'3ee :'..1 ?a:::::::a:.ne :onciia.:' in·Tcc.ue :'es ::::':~:e.s 
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Bien naturel 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

processus geologiques en cours. Les "banes de sable" constituent un bon 
exemp1e d'erosion et de depot par un grand fleuve saisonnier (en depit 
des changements apportes recemment a l'ecoulement du fleuve par 1e barrage 
de Kariba). La succession de la vegetation sur les depots a1luviaux presente 
une structure claire. Les mouvements saisonniers des grands mammiferes dans 
la vallee presentent un grand interet ecologique a la fois en raison des 
differences entre les especes et a l'interieur de chacune d'elles. 

beaute naturelle exceptionnelle. La concentration annuelle d'animaux dans 
le parc le long des rives du Zambeze constitue l'un des spectacles remar
quables de 1a nature africaine. 

habitats d'especes rares ou menacees. Un certain nombre d'especes vegetales 
ne poussent qu'au Zimbabwe dans les forets claires voisines du ZamQeze, et 
l'environnement ripicole constitue egalement un refuge pour des oiseaux 
qu'on ne trouve nulle part ailleurs dans .le pays. Cette ~egion est consi
deree comme le plus important refuge pour le rhinoceros noir d'Afrique et 
elle abrite d'autres especes menacees, notamment l'elephant, le leopard, 
le guepard, le chien sauvage et le crocodile du nil. 
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PROPOSITION D'INSCRIPTION SUR LA LISTE DU PATRIMOINE MONDIAL 

EVALUATION TECHNIQUE PAR L'UICN 

302 PARC NATIONAL DES MANA POOLS, AIRES DE SAFARI SAPI ET CHEWORE (ZIMBABWE) 

1. DOCUMENTATION 

i) Formulaire de propos~t~on d'inscription et cartes 
ii) Fiches signaletiques de l'UICN 
iii) Consultants: A. Ferrar, H. Eidsvik, P. Jackson, L. Talbot 
iv) Documents consultes : Document directif, 1981, Lower Zambezi Valley Parks. 

Du Toit, R.F. 1984. Some Environmental Aspects of Proposed Hydroelectric 
Schemes on the Zambezi River, Zimbabwe. Biol. Cons. 28(1):13-87. 

v) Visits du site les 20 et 21 mai 1983 

2. COMPARAISON AVEC 0' AUTRES REGIONS 
. 

La province biogeographique "'Foret miombo/savane" comporte 43 aires protegees d 'apres 
le dernier etat de la liste tenue par l'Unite des donnees sur les aires protegees 
(Protected Areas Data Unit - PADU) de l'UIC~. Dix-sept se trouvent en Zambie, 2 au 
Mozambique, 3 en Angola, 3 en Tanzanie, 7 au Malawi at 11 autres au Zimbabwe. Toute
fois, elles sont rarement situees a proximite de cours d'eau, ou des sols de meil
laure qualite et des inondations saisonnieres donnent des habitats plus productifs 
que sur les plateaux. 

La seule zone qui se trouve aussi sur Ie reseau de drainage du Zambeze et qui soit 
comparable est celle des Pares nationaux de la vallee de la Luangwa (nord et sud) a 
environ 300 km au nord-est des Mana Pools en Zambie. Ces pares protegent une bande 
de terres ripicoles bien moins degradee et plus longue et abritent beaucoup plus de 
rhinoceros noirs (population estimee en 1984 a 3.000). Pour le moment toutefois, la 
gestion est nettement plus rigoureuse dans les Mana Pools. 

3. INTEGRlTE 

Les trois zones, considerees globalement, forment une unite de conservation suffisam
ment etendue pour permettre a La plupart des processus ecologiques de se poursuivre 
plus ou mains naturellement. Le site est crien protege par des barrieres nature lIes 
contre les incursions et d'autres utilisations eventuelles des terres. II s'agit 
notamment du Zambeze au nord, du relief abrupt et accidente de l'escarpement au sud 
at de la presenee permanente de bon nombre de maladies tropicales, telles que la malac 
du sommeil, la malaria et la biLharziose. C'est pourquoi La zone n'a jamais ete tres 
appreciee comma habitat humain, ni beaucoup utilisee pour Ie pacage du betail. 

La principale modification apportee ces dernieres annees au cours inferieur du ZambezE 
a ete la baisse du niveau des crues due a la construction du barrage de Kari~a. La 
proposition d'inscription signale qu'il faut poursuivre les recherches sur l'incidence 
ecologique a long terme de ce projet. 

La principale menace risque de venir d'un projet d'installation hydro-electrique qu'il 
est propose de contruira dans les gorges de Mupata. II s'agirai: de creer un reserloi: 
de 1.500 km2 qui ferait disparattre le centre vital du pare, en di~~uant de ~oitie 
La densita potentielle de La faune et de la flore sauvages. L'UIC~ a collabore avec 
1e Conseil des rassources naturelles du Zimbabwe pour effectuer une evaluation preli
:ni~aire des incidences du projet sur 1 'environnement et a pris note que 1e oarrage 
ne serait vraisemblablement pas envisage avant le 21e si~cle. 

La zone Jeneiicie d' une protection continue depuis 1930 sur la Jase d' '.10 docClIIlent 
directif. La chasse dans les aires de safari Sapi et Chewore est rigoureusement 
reglementae et n'est pas consideree comme une utilisation incompatible au preju
diciable du site. 
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~. OBSERVATIONS CO~~LE:~~TAIRES 

La creation d'un sita international du ?ac~~moine mondial qui comprendrait aussi :e 
Parc naticnal adjacenc du cours ~n£erieu~ iu Zambeze an Zambia davraic ecra envisage. 
seriausement, car elle concribueraic conslderablamenc a completer le sice ec a en 
ameliorer l'incegrite. 

j. EVALuATION 

La vallee du cours moyen du Zambeze qui contient las sites proposes est l'une des 
darnieres zones d'A£rique australe qui ne soit pas radicalement modiiiee par l'bomme. 
Ella constitue done un site temoin pour l'atude de l'environnement ~ipicole sablon
neux et de la succession ~ssc~i~a ainsi que de l'evolution adaptacive (critera ii). 
La zone satisfait aussi au critere (iii) car la concentration annualle d'animaux 
dans les tarres ripicoles le long du vaste fleuve qu'esc la Zambeze consti:ue l'un 
des spectacles les plus exceptionnels d'A£rique. La zone est aussi l'un des plus 
imporcants refuges au rhinoceros noir d'Airique, ainsi que d'un certain nombre d'autr 
especes menacees (elephant, leopard, lycaon et crocodile du Nil) et satisfait done 
au critera (iv). 

6. RECO~~NDATIONS 

Le parc des ~ana Pools, et les aires de Sapi et Chewore doivent etre ajoutes a la 
Lista du Patrimoine mondial, car ils repondent aux criteres (ii), (iii) et (iv). 
Le :omite doit tenir compte de la possibilite de creer un site international du 
?acrimoine mondial lorsque le Gouvernemenc zambien adherera a la Convention. Le 
C~~~:e doit aussi faire savoir qu'il souhaite etre informe de la conscruccion eve~
tuelle ci'un autre barrage sur le Zambeze dans les gorges de Xupaca, ce qui suppri
~:ait presque :ocale~~nt le principal interet de la zone. 
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