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A 7

Constitution of the United Nations
Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization

Adopted in London on 16 November 1945 and amended by the General
Conference at its 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th, 9th, 10th, 12th, 15th, 17th,
19th, 20th, 21st, 24th, 25th, 26th, 27th, 28th, 29th and 31st sessions.

The Governments of the States Parties to this Constitution on behalf of
their peoples declare:

That since wars begin in the minds of men, it is in the minds of men that the defences of peace
must be constructed;

That ignorance of each other’s ways and lives has been a common cause, throughout the history
of mankind, of that suspicion and mistrust between the peoples of the
world through which their differences have all too often broken into war;

That the great and terrible war which has now ended was a war made possible by the denial of
the democratic principles of the dignity, equality and mutual respect of
men, and by the propagation, in their place, through ignorance and pre-
judice, of the doctrine of the inequality of men and races;

That the wide diffusion of culture, and the education of humanity for justice and liberty and peace
are indispensable to the dignity of man and constitute a sacred duty which
all the nations must fulfil in a spirit of mutual assistance and concern;

That a peace based exclusively upon the political and economic arrangements of governments
would not be a peace which could secure the unanimous, lasting and sin-
cere support of the peoples of the world, and that the peace must there-
fore be founded, if it is not to fail, upon the intellectual and moral solid-
arity of mankind.

For these reasons, the States Parties to this Constitution, believing in full and equal oppor-
tunities for education for all, in the unrestricted pursuit of objective
truth, and in the free exchange of ideas and knowledge, are agreed
and determined to develop and to increase the means of com-
munication between their peoples and to employ these means for the
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purposes of mutual understanding and a truer and more perfect know-
ledge of each other’s lives;

In consequence whereof they do hereby create the United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization for the purpose of advancing, through the educa-
tional and scientific and cultural relations of the peoples of the world,
the objectives of international peace and of the common welfare of
mankind for which the United Nations Organization was established and
which its Charter proclaims.

Article I Purposes and functions

1. The purpose of the Organization is to contribute to peace and
security by promoting collaboration among the nations through
education, science and culture in order to further universal respect
for justice, for the rule of law and for the human rights and funda-
mental freedoms which are affirmed for the peoples of the world,
without distinction of race, sex, language or religion, by the
Charter of the United Nations.

2. To realize this purpose the Organization will:

(a) Collaborate in the work of advancing the mutual knowledge
and understanding of peoples, through all means of mass com-
munication and to that end recommend such international
agreements as may be necessary to promote the free flow of
ideas by word and image;

(b) Give fresh impulse to popular education and to the spread of
culture:

By collaborating with Members, at their request, in the devel-
opment of educational activities;

By instituting collaboration among the nations to advance the
ideal of equality of educational opportunity without regard to
race, sex or any distinctions, economic or social;

By suggesting educational methods best suited to prepare the
children of the world for the responsibilities of freedom;

(c) Maintain, increase and diffuse knowledge:

By assuring the conservation and protection of the world’s
inheritance of books, works of art and monuments of history
and science, and recommending to the nations concerned the
necessary international conventions;

By encouraging cooperation among the nations in all branches
of intellectual activity, including the international exchange
of persons active in the fields of education, science and culture
and the exchange of publications, objects of artistic and
scientific interest and other materials of information;
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By initiating methods of international cooperation calculated
to give the people of all countries access to the printed and
published materials produced by any of them.
With a view to preserving the independence, integrity and fruitful diver-
sity of the cultures and educational systems of the States Members of
the Organization, the Organization is prohibited from intervening in
matters which are essentially within their domestic jurisdiction.

Membership

L.

1. Paragraph adopted by the General Conference at its 6th session (1951) (6 C/Resolutions,
p- 83). See below, p. 23, resolution 41.2, concerning the rights and obligations of Asso-

ciate Members, adopted by the General Conference at the same session.

Membership of the United Nations Organization shall carry with
it the right to membership of the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization.

Subject to the conditions of the Agreement between this Organi-
zation and the United Nations Organization, approved pursuant to
Article X of this Constitution, states not members of the United
Nations Organization may be admitted to membership of the
Organization, upon recommendation of the Executive Board, by a
two-thirds majority vote of the General Conference.

Territories or groups of territories which are not responsible for
the conduct of their international relations may be admitted as
Associate Members by the General Conference by a two-thirds
majority of Members present and voting, upon application made
on behalf of such territory or group of territories by the Member
or other authority having responsibility for their international rela-
tions. The nature and extent of the rights and obligations of Asso-
ciate Members shall be determined by the General Conference.!
Members of the Organization which are suspended from the exer-
cise of the rights and privileges of membership of the United
Nations Organization shall, upon the request of the latter, be sus-
pended from the rights and privileges of this Organization.
Members of the Organization which are expelled from the United
Nations Organization shall automatically cease to be Members of
this Organization.

Any Member State or Associate Member of the Organization may
withdraw from the Organization by notice addressed to the
Director-General. Such notice shall take effect on 31 December
of the year following that during which the notice was given. No
such withdrawal shall affect the financial obligations owed to the
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Organization on the date the withdrawal takes effect. Notice of
withdrawal by an Associate Member shall be given on its behalf
by the Member State or other authority having responsibility for
its international relations.!

7. Each Member State is entitled to appoint a Permanent Delegate
to the Organization.2

8. The Permanent Delegate of the Member State shall present his
credentials to the Director-General of the Organization, and shall
officially assume his duties from the day of presentation of his
credentials.?

Organs

The Organization shall include a General Conference, an Executive Board
and a Secretariat.

1. Paragraph adopted by the General Conference at its 8th session (1954) (8 C/Resolutions,
p- 12). At its 28th session (1995), the General Conference adopted resolution 20.1
(28 C/Resolutions, p. 117), concerning the amendment of this provision and of
Article IX (new paragraph 3), which is worded as follows:

The General Conference,

Having examined document 28 C/30 and taken note of the Report of the Legal Committee
(28 C/136),

1. Decides to amend Article II, paragraph 6, of the Constitution as follows:

“6. Any Member State or Associate Member of the Organization may withdraw
from the Organization by notice addressed to the Director-General. The with-
drawal shall take effect twenty-four months after its notification to the Director-
General. No such withdrawal shall affect the financial obligations of the state
concerned to the Organization on the date the withdrawal takes effect. Notice
of withdrawal by an Associate Member shall be given on its behalf by the
Member State or other authority having responsibility for its international rela-
tions.”;

2. Decides to add a new paragraph 3 to Article IX of the Constitution reading as

follows (the present paragraph 3 becoming paragraph 4):
“3. The financial period shall be two consecutive calendar years, unless other-
wise decided by the General Conference. The financial contribution of each
Member State or Associate Member is due for the whole financial period and
is payable by calendar year. However, the contribution of a Member State or
an Associate Member having exercised its right of withdrawal according to
Article II, paragraph 6, shall be calculated, for the year during which the with-
drawal takes effect, on a pro rata basis covering the period of its membership
in the Organization.”;

3. Considers that the above-mentioned amendments involve new obligations for
Member States and that, consequently, these amendments shall only come into
force after having been accepted by two thirds of the Member States, in accor-
dance with the provisions of Article XIII, paragraph 1, of the Constitution.

2. Paragraph adopted by the General Conference at its 31st session (2001) (31 C/Resolu-
tions, p. 105.




CONSTITUTION 11

Article TV! The General Conference

A. Composition

1. The General Conference shall consist of the representatives of the
States Members of the Organization. The Government of each
Member State shall appoint not more than five delegates, who shall
be selected after consultation with the National Commission, if
established, or with educational, scientific and cultural bodies.

B. Functions

2. The General Conference shall determine the policies and the main
lines of work of the Organization. It shall take decisions on pro-
grammes submitted to it by the Executive Board.2

3. The General Conference shall, when it deems desirable and in
accordance with the regulations to be made by it, summon inter-
national conferences of states on education, the sciences and
humanities or the dissemination of knowledge; non-governmental
conferences on the same subjects may be summoned by the
General Conference or by the Executive Board in accordance with
such regulations.3

4. The General Conference shall, in adopting proposals for submis-
sion to the Member States, distinguish between recommendations
and international conventions submitted for their approval. In
the former case a majority vote shall suffice; in the latter case a
two-thirds majority shall be required. Each of the Member States
shall submit recommendations or conventions to its competent
authorities within a period of one year from the close of the ses-
sion of the General Conference at which they were adopted.

5. Subject to the provisions of Article V, paragraph 6 (c), the General
Conference shall advise the United Nations Organization on the
educational, scientific and cultural aspects of matters of concern to
the latter, in accordance with the terms and procedure agreed upon
between the appropriate authorities of the two Organizations.4

1. Article IV previously contained a paragraph F.15 which was inserted as a transitional
provision by the General Conference at its 20th session (1978) (20 C/Resolutions, p. 160)
and was deleted by the General Conference at its 24th session (1987) (24 C/Resolu-
tions, p. 168).

2. Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 7th session (1952) (7 C/Resolu-
tions, p. 103).

3. Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 7th session (1952) (7 C/Resolu-
tions, pp. 103-4).

4. Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 7th session (1952) (7 C/Resolu-
tions, p. 104).
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The General Conference shall receive and consider the reports sent
to the Organization by Member States on the action taken upon
the recommendations and conventions referred to in paragraph 4
above or, if it so decides, analytical summaries of these reports.!
The General Conference shall elect the members of the Executive
Board and, on the recommendation of the Board, shall appoint the
Director-General.

Voting

(a) Each Member State shall have one vote in the General
Conference. Decisions shall be made by a simple majority
except in cases in which a two-thirds majority is required by
the provisions of this Constitution,? or the Rules of Procedure
of the General Conference.3 A majority shall be a majority
of the Members present and voting.4

(b) A Member State shall have no vote in the General Confer-
ence if the total amount of contributions due from it exceeds
the total amount of contributions payable by it for the current
year and the immediately preceding calendar year.>

(c) The General Conference may nevertheless permit such a
Member State to vote, if it is satisfied that failure to pay is
due to conditions beyond the control of the Member State.®

Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 17th session (1972) (17 C/Reso-

lutions, p. 114).

These provisions are the following: Articles 11.2 (admission of new Member States which
are not Members of the United Nations, on the recommendation of the Executive Board);
11.3 (admission of Associate Members); IV.4 (adoption of international conventions sub-
mitted for approval of Member States); IV.13 (admission of observers of non-governmental
or semi-governmental organizations); XIII.1 (amendments to the Constitution); XIII.2 (adop-
tion of regulations governing the procedure for amendments of the Constitution).

See Rule 85, paragraph 2, of the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference.
Subparagraph amended by the General Conference at its 10th session (1958) (10 C/Res-
olutions, p. 61).

Subparagraph adopted by the General Conference at its 4th session (1949) and amended
at its 6th (1951) and 7th (1952) (4 C/Resolutions, p. 9; 6 C/Resolutions, p. 85 and
7 C/Resolutions, p. 104).

Subparagraphs adopted by the General Conference at its 4th session (1949) (4 C/Reso-
lutions, p. 9) and amended by the General Conference at its 25th session (1989)
(25 C/Resolutions, p. 194).
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Procedure

(a) The General Conference shall meet in ordinary session every
two years. It may meet in extraordinary session if it decides
to do so itself or if summoned by the Executive Board, or on
the demand of at least one third of the Member States. !

(b) At each session the location of its next ordinary session shall
be designated by the General Conference. The location of an
extraordinary session shall be decided by the General Con-
ference if the session is summoned by it, or otherwise by the
Executive Board.!

The General Conference shall adopt its own rules of procedure. It

shall at each session elect a President and other officers.2

The General Conference shall set up special and technical com-

mittees and such other subsidiary organs as may be necessary for

its purposes.>

The General Conference shall cause arrangements to be made for

public access to meetings, subject to such regulations as it shall

prescribe.

Observers

The General Conference, on the recommendation of the Executive
Board and by a two-thirds majority may, subject to its rules of
procedure, invite as observers at specified sessions of the Confer-
ence or of its commissions representatives of international organi-
zations, such as those referred to in Article XI, paragraph 4.

When consultative arrangements have been approved by the Exe-
cutive Board for such international non-governmental or semi-
governmental organizations in the manner provided in Article XI,
paragraph 4, those organizations shall be invited to send observers
to sessions of the General Conference and its commissions.#

. Subparagraphs (a) and (b) amended by the General Conference at its 3rd (1948) and

7th (1952) sessions (3 C/110, p. 113 and 7 C/Resolutions, p. 104).

. Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 2nd session (1947) (2 C/132, p. 63).
. Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 25th session (1989) (25 C/Reso-
lutions, p. 194).

. Paragraph adopted by the General Conference at its 3rd session (1948) (3 C/110, p. 113).
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Article V

Executive Board

A.  Composition!

. (a)

(b)

(b)

The Executive Board shall be elected by the General Con-
ference and it shall consist of fifty-eight Member States. The
President of the General Conference shall sit ex officio in an
advisory capacity on the Executive Board.?

Elected States Members of the Executive Board are hereinafter
referred to as “Members” of the Executive Board.

Each Member of the Executive Board shall appoint one
representative. It may also appoint alternates.

In selecting its representative on the Executive Board, the
Member of the Executive Board shall endeavour to appoint a
person qualified in one or more of the fields of competence
of UNESCO and with the necessary experience and capacity
to fulfil the administrative and executive duties of the Board.
Bearing in mind the importance of continuity, each represen-
tative shall be appointed for the duration of the term of the
Member of the Executive Board, unless exceptional circum-
stances warrant his replacement. The alternates appointed by
each Member of the Executive Board shall act in the absence
of its representative in all his functions.

3. In electing Members to the Executive Board, the General
Conference shall have regard to the diversity of cultures and a
balanced geographical distribution.

4. (a)

(b)

Members of the Executive Board shall serve from the close
of the session of the General Conference which elected them
until the close of the second ordinary session of the General
Conference following their election. The General Conference
shall, at each of its ordinary sessions, elect the number of
Members of the Executive Board required to fill vacancies
occurring at the end of the session.

Members of the Executive Board are eligible for re-election.
Re-elected Members of the Executive Board shall endeavour
to change their representatives on the Board.

1. Text revised by the General Conference at its 26th session (1991) and 27th session
(1993) (26 C/Resolutions, p. 134 and 27 C/Resolutions, p. 102). Previously, paragraph
I(a) had been amended by the General Conference at its 7th (1952), 8th (1954), 9th
(1956), 12th (1962), 15th (1968), 17th (1972), 19th (1976), 21st (1980) and 25th (1989)
sessions (7 C/Resolutions, p. 104; 8 C/Resolutions, p. 12; 9 C/Resolutions, p. 70;
12 C/Resolutions, p. 95; 15 C/Resolutions, p. 103; 17 C/Resolutions, p. 113; 19 C/Res-
olutions, p. 93; 21 C/Resolutions, p. 122; 25 C/Resolutions, p. 194).

2. Paragraph 1(a) amended by the General Conference at its 28th session (1995) (28 C/Res-
olutions, pp. 117-18.)
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In the event of the withdrawal from the Organization of a Mem-
ber of the Executive Board, its term of office shall be terminated
on the date when the withdrawal becomes effective.

Functions

(a) The Executive Board shall prepare the agenda for the General
Conference. It shall examine the programme of work for the
Organization and corresponding budget estimates submitted
to it by the Director-General in accordance with paragraph 3
of Article VI and shall submit them with such recommenda-
tions as it considers desirable to the General Conference.!

(b) The Executive Board, acting under the authority of the General
Conference, shall be responsible for the execution of the
programme adopted by the Conference. In accordance with
the decisions of the General Conference and having regard to
circumstances arising between two ordinary sessions, the
Executive Board shall take all necessary measures to ensure
the effective and rational execution of the programme by the
Director-General. !

(c) Between ordinary sessions of the General Conference, the
Board may discharge the functions of adviser to the United
Nations, set forth in Article IV, paragraph 5, whenever the
problem upon which advice is sought has already been dealt
with in principle by the Conference, or when the solution is
implicit in decisions of the Conference.!

The Executive Board shall recommend to the General Conference

the admission of new Members to the Organization.

Subject to decisions of the General Conference, the Executive

Board shall adopt its own rules of procedure. It shall elect its

officers from among its Members.

The Executive Board shall meet in regular session at least four

times during a biennium and may meet in special session if con-

voked by the Chairman on his initiative or upon the request of six

Members of the Executive Board.2

The Chairman of the Executive Board shall present, on behalf of

the Board, to the General Conference at each ordinary session,

with or without comments, the reports on the activities of the

. Subparagraphs (a), (b) and (c) amended by the General Conference at its 7th session

(1952) (7 C/Resolutions, p. 104).
Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 26th (1991) and 27th (1993) ses-
sions (26 C/Resolutions, p. 135; 27 C/Resolutions, p. 102).
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Article VI4

11.

12.

13.

Organization which the Director-General is required to prepare in
accordance with the provisions of Article VI.3 (b).!

The Executive Board shall make all necessary arrangements to
consult the representatives of international organizations or
qualified persons concerned with questions within its competence.
Between sessions of the General Conference, the Executive Board
may request advisory opinions from the International Court of
Justice on legal questions arising within the field of the Organi-
zation’s activities.2

The Executive Board shall also exercise the powers delegated to it
by the General Conference on behalf of the Conference as a whole.3

Secretariat

1.

The Secretariat shall consist of a Director-General and such staff

as may be required.

The Director-General shall be nominated by the Executive Board

and appointed by the General Conference for a period of four

years, under such conditions as the Conference may approve. The

Director-General may be appointed for a further term of four years

but shall not be eligible for reappointment for a subsequent term.>

The Director-General shall be the chief administrative officer of

the Organization.

(a) The Director-General, or a deputy designated by him, shall
participate, without the right to vote, in all meetings of the
General Conference, of the Executive Board, and of the Com-
mittees of the Organization. He shall formulate proposals for
appropriate action by the Conference and the Board, and shall
prepare for submission to the Board a draft programme of work
for the Organization with corresponding budget estimates.®

Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 7th (1952) and 8th (1954) sessions

(7 C/Resolutions, pp. 104-5 and 8 C/Resolutions, p. 13).

Paragraph adopted by the General Conference at its 7th session (1952) (7 C/Resolutions,
p. 105).

Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 8th (1954) and 26th (1991) sessions
(8 C/Resolutions, p. 13; 26 C/Resolutions, p. 136).

Article VI previously contained a paragraph 7 which was inserted as a transitional pro-
vision by the General Conference at its 20th session (1978) (20 C/Resolutions, p. 161)
and was deleted by the General Conference at its 24th session (1987) (24 C/Resolu-
tions, p. 168).

Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 25th (1989) and 31st (2001) sessions
(25 C/Resolutions, pp. 192-3; 31 C/Resolutions, p. 105).

Subparagraph amended by the General Conference at its 7th session (1952) (7 C/Reso-
lutions, p. 113).
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(b) The Director-General shall prepare and communicate to
Member States and to the Executive Board periodical
reports on the activities of the Organization. The General
Conference shall determine the periods to be covered by
these reports. !

4. The Director-General shall appoint the staff of the Secretariat in
accordance with staff regulations to be approved by the General
Conference. Subject to the paramount consideration of securing
the highest standards of integrity, efficiency and technical com-
petence, appointment to the staff shall be on as wide a geograph-
ical basis as possible.

5. The responsibilities of the Director-General and of the staff shall
be exclusively international in character. In the discharge of their
duties they shall not seek or receive instructions from any gov-
ernment or from any authority external to the Organization. They
shall refrain from any action which might prejudice their positions
as international officials. Each State Member of the Organization
undertakes to respect the international character of the responsi-
bilities of the Director-General and the staff, and not to seek to
influence them in the discharge of their duties.

6. Nothing in this Article shall preclude the Organization from
entering into special arrangements within the United Nations
Organization for common services and staff and for the interchange
of personnel.

Article VII National cooperating bodies

1. Each Member State shall make such arrangements as suit its partic-
ular conditions for the purpose of associating its principal bodies
interested in educational, scientific and cultural matters with the work
of the Organization, preferably by the formation of a National Com-
mission broadly representative of the government and such bodies.

2. National Commissions or National Cooperating Bodies, where
they exist, shall act in an advisory capacity to their respective
delegations to the General Conference, to the representatives and
alternates of their countries on the Executive Board and to their
Governments in matters relating to the Organization and shall func-
tion as agencies of liaison in all matters of interest to it.2

1. Subparagraph adopted by the General Conference at its 8th session (1954) (8 C/Reso-
lutions, p. 13).

2. Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 26th session (1991) (26 C/Reso-
lutions, p. 136).
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Article VIII

Article IX

Article X

3. The Organization may, on the request of a Member State, dele-
gate, either temporarily or permanently, a member of its Secretariat
to serve on the National Commission of that state, in order to
assist in the development of its work.

Reports by Member States

Each Member State shall submit to the Organization, at such times and
in such manner as shall be determined by the General Conference,
reports on the laws, regulations and statistics relating to its educational,
scientific and cultural institutions and activities, and on the action taken
upon the recommendations and conventions referred to in Article IV,
paragraph 4.1

Budget

1. The budget shall be administered by the Organization.

The General Conference shall approve and give final effect to
the budget and to the apportionment of financial responsibility
among the States Members of the Organization subject to such
arrangement with the United Nations as may be provided in the
agreement to be entered into pursuant to Article X.

3. The Director-General may accept voluntary contributions, gifts,
bequests and subventions directly from governments, public and
private institutions, associations and private persons, subject to
the conditions specified in the Financial Regulations.?

Relations with the United Nations Organization

This Organization shall be brought into relation with the United Nations
Organization, as soon as practicable, as one of the specialized agencies
referred to in Article 57 of the Charter of the United Nations. This
relationship shall be effected through an agreement with the United
Nations Organization under Article 63 of the Charter, which agreement
shall be subject to the approval of the General Conference of this
Organization. The agreement shall provide for effective cooperation
between the two Organizations in the pursuit of their common purposes,

1. Article amended by the General Conference at its 17th session (1972) (17 C/Resolu-
tions, p. 114).

2. Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 25th session (1989) (25 C/Reso-
lutions, p. 193). See also footnote 1, p. 10.
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and at the same time shall recognize the autonomy of this Organiza-
tion, within the fields of its competence as defined in this Constitution.
Such agreement may, among other matters, provide for the approval
and financing of the budget of the Organization by the General
Assembly of the United Nations.

Relations with other specialized international organizations
and agencies

1.

This Organization may cooperate with other specialized inter-
governmental organizations and agencies whose interests and
activities are related to its purposes. To this end the Director-
General, acting under the general authority of the Executive
Board, may establish effective working relationships with such
organizations and agencies and establish such joint committees
as may be necessary to assure effective cooperation. Any formal
arrangements entered into with such organizations or agencies
shall be subject to the approval of the Executive Board.
Whenever the General Conference of this Organization and the
competent authorities of any other specialized intergovernmental
organizations or agencies whose purpose and functions lie within
the competence of this Organization deem it desirable to effect
a transfer of their resources and activities to this Organization,
the Director-General, subject to the approval of the Conference,
may enter into mutually acceptable arrangements for this
purpose.

This Organization may make appropriate arrangements with other
intergovernmental organizations for reciprocal representation at
meetings.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organi-
zation may make suitable arrangements for consultation and
cooperation with non-governmental international organizations
concerned with matters within its competence, and may invite
them to undertake specific tasks. Such cooperation may also
include appropriate participation by representatives of such
organizations on advisory committees set up by the General
Conference.
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Article XII Legal status of the Organization

The provisions of Articles 104 and 105 of the Charter of the United Nations
Organization! concerning the legal status of that Organization, its privi-
leges and immunities, shall apply in the same way to this Organization.

Article XIII Amendments

1.

Proposals for amendments to this Constitution shall become effec-
tive upon receiving the approval of the General Conference by a
two-thirds majority; provided, however, that those amendments
which involve fundamental alterations in the aims of the Organi-
zation or new obligations for the Member States shall require sub-
sequent acceptance on the part of two thirds of the Member States
before they come into force. The draft texts of proposed amend-
ments shall be communicated by the Director-General to the Mem-
ber States at least six months in advance of their consideration by
the General Conference.

2. The General Conference shall have power to adopt by a two-thirds
majority rules of procedure for carrying out the provisions of this

Article.2

Article XIV Interpretation
1. The English and French texts of this Constitution shall be regarded

1. Article 104. The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of each of its Members such
legal capacity as may be necessary for the exercise of its functions and the fulfilment
of its purposes.

Article 105. 1. The Organization shall enjoy in the territory of its Members such privileges

as equally authoritative.

and immunities as are necessary for the fulfilment of its purposes.

2. Representatives of the Members of the United Nations and officials of
the Organization shall similarly enjoy such privileges and immunities
as are necessary for the independent exercise of their functions in con-
nection with the Organization.

3. The General Assembly may make recommendations with a view to
determining the details of the application of paragraphs 1 and 2 of this
Article or may propose conventions to the Members of the United
Nations for this purpose.

2. See Rules 110 to 113 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference.
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2. Any question or dispute concerning the interpretation of this
Constitution shall be referred for determination to the International
Court of Justice or to an arbitral tribunal, as the General Con-
ference may determine under its Rules of Procedure.!

Article XV Entry into force

1. This Constitution shall be subject to acceptance. The instrument
of acceptance shall be deposited with the Government of the
United Kingdom.

2. This Constitution shall remain open for signature in the archives
of the Government of the United Kingdom. Signature may take
place either before or after the deposit of the instrument of accep-
tance. No acceptance shall be valid unless preceded or followed
by signature. However, a state that has withdrawn from the
Organization shall simply deposit a new instrument of acceptance
in order to resume membership.2

3. This Constitution shall come into force when it has been accepted
by twenty of its signatories. Subsequent acceptances shall take
effect immediately.

4. The Government of the United Kingdom will inform all Members
of the United Nations and the Director-General of the receipt of
all instruments of acceptance and of the date on which the
Constitution comes into force in accordance with the preceding
paragraph.2

In faith whereof, the undersigned, duly authorized to that effect, have
signed this Constitution in the English and French languages, both texts
being equally authentic.

Done in London the sixteenth day of November, one thousand nine
hundred and forty-five, in a single copy, in the English and French
languages, of which certified copies will be communicated by the
Government of the United Kingdom to the Governments of all the
Members of the United Nations.

1. See Rule 38 of the Rules of Procedure of the General Conference.
2. Paragraph amended by the General Conference at its 24th session (1987) (24 C/Reso-
lutions, p. 167).
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Rights and obligations
of Associate Members E

Resolution 41.2 adopted by the General Conference at its 6th session.!

The General Conference,

Whereas Article 11 of the UNESCO Constitution has been amended to
provide for the admission of territories or groups of territories
which are not responsible for the conduct of their international
relations as Associate Members of the Organization,

Whereas this same amendment provides that the nature and extent of the
rights and obligations of Associate Members shall be determined
by the General Conference,

Whereas reference is made in various Articles of the UNESCO
Constitution, other than Article I, to the rights and duties of States
Members of the Organization,

Resolves that the rights and obligations of Associate Members of the
Organization shall be as follows:

That Associate Members shall have the right:

(1)  To participate without voting rights in the deliberations of the
General Conference and of its commissions and committees;

(ii))  To participate equally with Members subject to the limitation on
voting in paragraph (i) above, in matters pertaining to the conduct
of business of meetings of the Conference and such of its
committees, commissions and other subsidiary organs of the
General Conference may, from time to time, indicate in accord-
ance with the Rules of Procedure of the Conference;

1. See 6 C/Resolutions, p. 83.
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(iii) To propose items for inclusion in the provisional agenda of the
Conference;

(iv) To receive equally with Members all notices, documents, reports
and records;

(v)  To participate equally with Members in the procedure for conven-
ing special sessions;

That Associate Members shall have the right, equally with Members, to

submit proposals to the Executive Board, and to participate, in accord-

ance with regulations established by the Board, in committees established

by it, but they shall not be eligible for membership of the Board,

That Associate Members shall be subject to the same obligations as

Members, except that the difference in their status shall be taken into

account in determining the amount of their contribution to the budget of

the Organization;

That the contribution of Associate Members shall be assessed at a
proportion of the amount at which they would have been assessed had
they been full Members, subject to such limitations as the General
Conference may decide;

That the Executive Board be requested to submit a report with recom-
mendations to the next session of the General Conference setting out the
standards according to which Associate Members shall be assessed in
respect of their financial contributions.
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I. Sessions

ORDINARY SESSIONS

Frequency and opening date

1.

2.

The General Conference shall meet every two years in ordinary
session.

The opening date of the session shall be fixed by the Director-
General, after consulting the Members of the Executive Board, the
authorities of the inviting country and the Secretary-General of
the United Nations, taking into account any preference which the
General Conference may have expressed at the previous session.

Venue

On the proposal of the Executive Board, the General Conference, during
its ordinary session, shall fix the venue of the next session.

Invitation by Member States

1.

Any Member State may invite the General Conference to hold a
session in its territory. The Executive Board and the General
Conference shall be informed by the Director-General of all such
invitations.

In determining the venue of the next session, the Executive Board
and the General Conference shall consider only those invitations
that have been communicated to the Director-General at least six
weeks in advance of the opening date of the current session accom-
panied by detailed statements concerning local facilities.

Change of venue

In the event of circumstances developing which, in the opinion of the
Executive Board, render it undesirable to hold the General Conference
at the place fixed at the previous session, the Executive Board may, after
consultation with Member States and if a majority of them concur,
convene the General Conference elsewhere.

1. The references between brackets are to the Constitution of UNESCO.
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Rule 5
[Const. IV.D.9]

Rule 6

EXTRAORDINARY SESSIONS

Convocation and venue

L.

The General Conference may meet in extraordinary session on its
own initiative or if convened by the Executive Board, or at the
request of at least one third of the Member States.

Extraordinary sessions shall be held at the Headquarters of the
Organization, unless the Executive Board finds it necessary to con-
vene the General Conference elsewhere.

ORDINARY AND EXTRAORDINARY SESSIONS

Notification

L.

The Director-General shall notify the Member States and Asso-
ciate Members of the Organization, not less than ninety days in
advance, of the date and place of the ordinary session and, if pos-
sible, not less than thirty days in advance, of the date and place
of an extraordinary session.

The Director-General shall notify the United Nations and its
specialized agencies of the convening of any session of the General
Conference and invite them to send representatives.

The Director-General shall notify appropriate intergovernmental
organizations of the convening of any session of the General
Conference and invite them to send observers.

The Executive Board shall before each session of the General
Conference decide upon the list of states not Members of UNESCO
which are to be invited to send observers to that session. This deci-
sion shall be taken by a two-thirds majority. The Director-General
shall notify the states which appear on this list of the convening of
the session and shall invite them to send observers.

The Executive Board shall before each session of the General
Conference include in the appropriate list the African liberation
movements recognized by the Organization of African Unity which
are to be invited to send observers to that session. The Director-
General shall notify the liberation movements which appear on
this list of the convening of the session and shall invite them to
send observers.

The Executive Board shall before each session of the General
Conference include Palestine in the appropriate list for it to send
observers to that session. The Director-General shall notify
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Palestine of the convening of the session and shall invite it to send
observers.

7. The Director-General shall also notify international non-govern-
mental or semi-governmental organizations approved for consulta-
tive arrangements of the convening of any session of the General
Conference and invite them to send observers.

Admission of other observers

The General Conference, on the recommendation of the Executive Board
and by a two-thirds majority of Members present and voting, may admit
as observers at specified sessions of the Conference or of its commissions
representatives of international non-governmental or semi-governmental
organizations.

Adjournment of session

The General Conference may decide in the course of a session to suspend
the conduct of its business and to resume it at a later date.

I1. Agenda and working documents

ORDINARY SESSIONS

Preparation of provisional agenda

1. The provisional agenda shall be prepared by the Executive Board
on the basis of items submitted, pursuant to Rule 10, not later than
one hundred days before the opening of the session.

2. It shall be communicated to the Member States and Associate
Members no later than ninety days before the opening of the session.

Content of provisional agenda

The provisional agenda of a session shall include:

(a) The report of the Director-General on the work of the Organization
since the last ordinary session of the General Conference, presented
by the Chairperson of the Executive Board;

(b) Items whose inclusion has been ordered by the General Conference;
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[Const. 1X.2]

Rule 11

Rule 12

(c) Items proposed by the United Nations in conformity with Article III of

the Agreement concluded between the two Organizations;

(d) Items proposed by any Member State or Associate Member of the

Organization;

(e) Items pertaining to the budget and accounts;
(f) Items which the Director-General deems it necessary to raise;
(g) Any other items inserted by the Executive Board.

Working documents

L.

All documentation required for consideration of the various items
on the provisional agenda shall be placed in the possession of
Member States and Associate Members, so far as possible, at least
twenty-five days before the opening of the session.

Member States and Associate Members shall receive the draft pro-
gramme and budget estimates, prepared by the Director-General and
submitted to the General Conference by the Executive Board, at
least three months before the opening of the session. Member States
and Associate Members shall also receive, at least three months
before the opening of the session, the recommendations that the
Executive Board may have deemed it desirable to make concern-
ing the draft programme and the corresponding budget estimates.
When, during plenary meetings of the General Conference or
meetings of its subsidiary organs, documents additional to those
mentioned in paragraph 1 of this rule are requested, the Director-
General shall, before a decision is taken thereon, submit an
estimate of the cost of their production.

Supplementary items

1.

Any Member State or Associate Member may, at least six weeks
before the date fixed for the opening of the session, request the
inclusion of supplementary items in the agenda.

The Executive Board and the Director-General may also include
supplementary items in the agenda within the same time limit.
Such supplementary items shall appear on a supplementary list,
which shall be circulated to the Member States and Associate
Members of the Organization at least twenty days before the date
fixed for the opening of the session.

After the period of six weeks mentioned in paragraph 1, no new
items can be included in the agenda, unless they are included in
accordance with the procedure laid down by Rules 15 and 42,
paragraph 1(c).
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S. Documentation required for the consideration of supplementary
items shall be placed in the possession of Member States and
Associate Members, so far as possible, at least ten days before the
opening of the session.
Rule 13 Preparation of revised agenda

The Executive Board shall prepare, on the basis of the provisional agenda
and the supplementary list, a revised agenda.

Rule 14 Approval of the agenda

1.

The revised agenda shall be submitted by the Chairperson of the
Executive Board to the General Conference for approval as soon
as possible after the opening of the session.

The General Conference, or any committee, commission or other
subsidiary organ of the General Conference, may request the
advice of the Executive Board on any item on the agenda. The
organ making such request shall postpone any action on the item
in question until such time as, in its opinion, the Executive Board
has had sufficient time to consider the request.

Rule 15 Amendments, deletions and new items

1.

During a session of the General Conference, items may be
amended or may be deleted from the agenda by a majority of the
Members present and voting.

New items of an important and urgent character may be added to
the agenda by approval of a two-thirds majority of the Members
present and voting; but such new items shall be referred to the
General Committee of the Conference for its report, in accordance
with Rule 42, paragraph 1(c), before the vote is taken. The dis-
cussion of any new item so added to the agenda shall, at the request
of any Member State or Associate Member, be deferred for a
period not exceeding seven days after its inclusion in the agenda.

Rule 16 Coordination of the work of UNESCO, the United Nations
and specialized agencies

L.

Where an item proposed for the agenda of a session in confor-
mity with these rules contains a proposal for new activities to be
undertaken by UNESCO relating to matters which are of direct
concern to the United Nations or one or more specialized agencies
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Rule 17
[Const. V.B.6]

Rule 18

Rule 19

Rule 20

other than UNESCO, the Director-General shall enter into con-
sultation with the organizations concerned and report to the
General Conference on the means of achieving coordinated use of
the resources of the respective organizations.

2. Where a proposal put forward in the course of a meeting for new
activities to be undertaken by UNESCO relates to matters which are
of direct concern to the United Nations or one or more specialized
agencies other than UNESCO, the Director-General shall, after such
consultation as may be possible with the representatives at the ses-
sion of the other organization or organizations concerned, draw the
attention of the meeting to these implications of the proposal.

3. Before deciding on proposals referred to in the two preceding para-
graphs the General Conference shall satisfy itself that adequate
consultations have taken place with the organizations concerned.

EXTRAORDINARY SESSIONS

Preparation of provisional agenda

1. The provisional agenda shall be prepared by the Executive Board.
2. It shall be communicated to the Member States and Associate Mem-
bers no later than thirty days before the opening of the session.

Content of provisional agenda

The provisional agenda of an extraordinary session shall consist only of
items proposed either by the body at whose instance the session has been
convened, or by the Member States and Associate Members, if it is the
Member States that have requested the convocation of the session.

Supplementary items

Any Member State or Associate Member, or the Executive Board, or the
Director-General may request the inclusion of supplementary items in
the agenda up to the date fixed for the opening of the session.

Approval of the agenda

1. The provisional agenda shall be submitted to the General
Conference as soon as possible after the opening of the extra-
ordinary session, for approval by a two-thirds majority of the
Members present and voting.
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2. Supplementary items shall likewise be submitted for approval by
a two-thirds majority of the Members present and voting.

I11. Delegations

Composition

1. Each Member State and Associate Member shall appoint no more
than five delegates, who shall be selected after consultation with
the National Commission, if established, or with educational,
scientific and cultural bodies.

2. Each delegation may also include not more than five alternate
delegates and as many advisers and experts as each Member State
and Associate Member deems necessary.

Representation of Member States on committees,
commissions and other subsidiary organs

The head of a delegation may designate any delegate, alternate dele-
gate, adviser or expert in his delegation to represent his delegation in a
committee, commission or other subsidiary organ of the General
Conference. Unless otherwise specified in these rules, the principal
representative of a delegation on any committee, commission or other
subsidiary organ of the Conference may be accompanied by such other
members of his delegation as he may require to assist him; however,
the committee, commission or other subsidiary organ concerned may
adopt special restrictions if the nature of the business or physical
conditions so require.

IV. Credentials

Submission of credentials

1. The credentials of delegates and alternate delegates shall be issued
by the head of the state, the head of the government or the Minister
for Foreign Affairs. However, the Organization shall accept as valid
credentials which have been signed by some other appropriate
Minister when the Minister for Foreign Affairs of the Member State
concerned has filed with the Director-General a statement that such
Minister is authorized to issue credentials.




36 RULES OF PROCEDURE OF THE GENERAL CONFERENCE

The credentials of delegates and alternate delegates of Associate
Members shall be issued by the competent authorities.

These credentials shall be communicated to the Director-General.
The names of the head of the delegation, delegates and alternate
delegates shall be communicated to the Director-General one week
before the date of opening of the session.

The names of experts and advisers attached to delegations shall
also be communicated to the Director-General.

Rule 24 Names of representatives and observers

L.

The United Nations and the specialized agencies shall forward
to the Director-General the names of their representatives, if
possible one week before the date fixed for the opening of the
session.

Members of the United Nations which are not Members of
UNESCO, states which are not Members of the United Nations
nor of UNESCO, intergovernmental organizations invited to the
session and non-governmental and semi-governmental organiza-
tions approved for consultative arrangements, shall forward to
the Director-General the names of their observers, if possible one
week before the date fixed for the opening of the session.

Rule 25 Provisional admission to a session

Any delegate, alternate delegate, observer or representative to whose
admission a Member State or Associate Member has made objection
shall be seated provisionally with the same rights as other delegates,
alternate delegates, observers or representatives until the Credentials
Committee has reported and the General Conference has given its
decision.

V. Organization of the Conference

Rule 26 Ordinary session

[Const. IV.D.10 and 11] 1

The General Conference, at the beginning of each session, shall
elect a President and a number of Vice-Presidents not exceeding
thirty-six, taking into account the particular circumstances and
requirements of each session, and establish such committees, com-
missions and other subsidiary organs as may be required for the
transaction of its business.
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2. The committees of the General Conference shall include the
Credentials Committee, the Nominations Committee, the Legal Com-
mittee, the Headquarters Committee and the General Committee.

3. The commissions and other subsidiary organs shall be organized
according to the agenda of each session, to permit the fullest pos-
sible consideration of the policies and the main lines of work of
the Organization.

Extraordinary session

A President and Vice-Presidents shall be elected, and such committees,
commissions and other subsidiary organs established as may be required
by the agenda of the session.

V1. President and Vice-Presidents

Temporary President

At the opening of each session of the General Conference the President
elected at the previous session or, in his absence, the head of the delega-
tion from which the President of the previous session was elected shall pre-
side until the General Conference has elected the President for the session.

Elections

1. On the proposal of the Nominations Committee, the General
Conference shall at each ordinary session elect a President who
shall hold office until the President of the next ordinary session
has been elected.

2. On the proposal of the Nominations Committee, the General
Conference shall also elect a number of Vice-Presidents not
exceeding thirty-six who shall hold office until the close of the
session at which they are elected.

3. The Vice-Presidents will be so elected as to ensure the represen-
tative character of the General Committee.

General powers of the President

1. In addition to exercising the powers which are conferred upon him
elsewhere by these rules, the President shall declare the opening
and closing of each plenary meeting of the Conference. He shall
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Rule 31

Rule 32

direct the discussions, ensure observance of these rules, accord the
right to speak, put questions to the vote and announce decisions.
He shall rule on points of order and, subject to the present rules,
shall control the proceedings and the maintenance of order. The
President may, in the course of the discussion of an item, propose
to the Conference the limitation of the time to be allowed to
speakers, the limitation of the number of times each speaker may
speak, the closure of the list of speakers or the closure of the debate.
He may also propose the suspension or adjournment of the meet-
ing or the adjournment of the debate on the item under discussion.
The President shall not vote but another member of his delega-
tion may vote in his place.

The President, in the exercise of his functions, shall be under the
authority of the General Conference.

The President of the General Conference shall sit ex officio in an
advisory capacity on the Executive Board.

Acting President

1.

If the President finds it necessary to be absent during a meeting
or any part thereof, he shall appoint one of the Vice-Presidents to
take his place.

If the President is obliged to be absent for more than two days,
the General Conference may, on the motion of the General
Committee, elect one of the Vice-Presidents as Acting President
for the whole period of the President’s absence.

A Vice-President sitting as President, or an Acting President, shall
have the same powers and responsibilities as the President.

VII. Committees of the Conference

Credentials Committee

L.

The Credentials Committee shall consist of nine members, who
shall be elected by the General Conference on the proposal of the
Temporary President.

It shall elect its own Chairperson.
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Functions of the Credentials Committee

1.

The Credentials Committee shall examine and report to the Con-
ference without delay on the credentials of the delegations of Mem-
ber States and Associate Members, of representatives of the United
Nations and the specialized agencies, and of observers sent by
non-Member States and other intergovernmental organizations.
The Committee shall inform the Conference whenever credentials
are presented by delegations representing states that have not for-
mally accepted the Constitution in accordance with Article XV
thereof.

It shall also examine and report on the credentials of observers
designated by international non-governmental or semi-govern-
mental organizations admitted to the Conference in accordance
with Rule 6, paragraph 7, and Rule 7.

Nominations Committee

1.

2.

The Nominations Committee shall consist of the heads of all
delegations entitled to vote in the Conference.

The head of a delegation may designate another member of his
delegation to attend meetings and vote in his place.

The representative of each delegation on the Committee may be
assisted by another member of his delegation.

The Committee shall elect its own Chairperson.

Functions of the Nominations Committee

L.

The Nominations Committee, after taking cognizance of the report
from the Executive Board, and without any obligation to accept its
recommendations, shall determine and submit to the General
Conference the list of nominations for the posts of President and of
the Vice-Presidents of the General Conference. It shall submit to the
General Conference proposals for the composition of committees,
commissions and other subsidiary organs of the Conference, includ-
ing those on which not all Member States are represented.

It may suggest for consideration by the committees, commissions and
other subsidiary organs of the Conference the names of persons to serve
as Chairpersons, Vice-Chairpersons and Rapporteurs of these bodies.
Only representatives of Member States are eligible for the posts
of President and Vice-Presidents of the Conference, and of
Chairpersons, Vice-Chairpersons or Rapporteurs of its committees,
commissions or other subsidiary organs.
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4,

The Committee shall also consider candidatures for vacant seats
on the Executive Board, having regard to the principles laid down
in Article V.A.3 of the Constitution. It shall submit to the Con-
ference general observations on the manner in which that article
should be applied, together with a list of Member States that are
candidates.

The Committee may also submit to the General Conference pro-
posals for the composition of other organs whose members are to
be elected or otherwise designated by the General Conference.

Legal Committee

1.

The Legal Committee shall consist of twenty-four members elected
by the Conference at its preceding session on the recommenda-
tion of the Nominations Committee.

It shall elect its own Chairperson.

The Committee established for a session of the General Conference
shall meet whenever necessary before the opening of the next
ordinary session of the Conference if convened by the President
of the latter acting on his own initiative or at the request of the
Executive Board.

Functions of the Legal Committee

1.

The Legal Committee shall consider:

(a) proposals for the amendment of the Constitution and of the
present rules;

(b) agenda items referred to it by the General Conference;

(c) appeals submitted by sponsors of draft resolutions to the
General Conference that have been considered inadmissible by
the Director-General under Rule 80;

(d) legal questions submitted to it by the General Conference or
any of its organs.

The Committee shall also consider the reports on conventions and

recommendations transmitted to it by the General Conference.

The Committee shall submit its reports either directly to the

General Conference or to the referring organ or the organ which

has been designated by the General Conference.

Interpretation of the Constitution

L.

The Legal Committee may be consulted on any question
concerning the interpretation of the Constitution and of the rules
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Its opinion shall be adopted by a two-thirds majority of members
present and voting.

It may decide by a simple majority to recommend to the General
Conference that any question concerning the interpretation of the
Constitution be referred to the International Court of Justice for
an advisory opinion.

In cases where the Organization is party to a dispute, the Legal
Committee may decide, by a simple majority, to recommend to
the General Conference that the case be submitted for final deci-
sion to an Arbitral Tribunal, arrangements for which shall be made
by the Executive Board.

Headquarters Committee

L.

The Headquarters Committee shall consist of twenty-four members
elected for four years, half of whom shall be replaced at each ses-
sion of the General Conference on the recommendation of the
Nominations Committee. The geographical distribution of seats
shall reflect that of the Executive Board.

The Committee shall elect a Bureau consisting of a Chairperson,
two Vice-Chairpersons, a Rapporteur and two members, with a
view to having each geographical group represented.

Functions of the Headquarters Committee

1.

The Headquarters Committee shall frame and coordinate with the
Director-General the management policy of the Organization’s
Headquarters, and to this end give the Director-General all guide-
lines and recommendations that it deems useful.

The Committee shall meet whenever necessary to treat questions
relating to Headquarters submitted by the Director-General or by
one of the members of the Committee.

The Committee shall report to the General Conference on the work
carried out and the programmes to be planned for the future.

General Committee of the Conference

1.

The General Committee of the Conference shall consist of the
President, the Vice-Presidents and the Chairpersons of the com-
mittees and commissions of the General Conference.

The Chairperson of the Executive Board or, in his absence, a Vice-
Chairperson shall participate in meetings of the General Commit-
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tee, but without the right to vote.

The President of the General Conference shall preside at the
General Committee. If he is unable to attend a meeting, the pro-
visions of Rule 31 shall apply.

The Chairperson of a committee or a commission shall, in his
absence, be represented in the General Committee of the General
Conference by a Vice-Chairperson of the committee or commis-
sion, or in the absence of a Vice-Chairperson, by the Rapporteur.

Functions of the General Committee

The General Committee shall:

(a) fix the hour, the date and the agenda of plenary meetings of
the Conference;

(b) coordinate the work of the Conference, its committees, com-
missions and other subsidiary organs;

(c) consider requests for new items to be put on the agenda and
make a report on this subject to the General Conference in
accordance with Rule 15;

(d) assist the President in directing the general work of the session.

In carrying out these functions, the General Committee shall not

discuss the substance of any item except in so far as this bears

upon the question whether it should recommend the inclusion of
new items in the agenda.
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VIII. Commissions and other subsidiary
organs of the Conference

Establishment of commissions and other subsidiary organs

The General Conference shall establish at each ordinary or extraordinary
session such commissions and other subsidiary organs as it deems nec-
essary for the transaction of the business of that session.

Establishment of special committees by commissions
and other subsidiary organs

Each commission or other subsidiary organ established by the General
Conference may appoint such special committees as it may need, and
these shall choose their own officers.

Composition of commissions

Any commission established by the Conference shall consist of any one
representative of each delegation present at the session, assisted by such
other members of his delegation as he may require, subject to the pro-
visions of Rule 22.

Composition of other subsidiary organs

The composition of other subsidiary organs shall be determined in the
resolution by which such organs are established.

Right to speak of other members

Any member of a committee, commission or other subsidiary organ may
request the Chairperson to accord the right to speak to other members
of his delegation, whatever their status.

Election of officers

1. The committees or commissions set up by the General Con-
ference at each session and in which all the Member States are
represented shall elect a Chairperson, four Vice-Chairpersons and
a Rapporteur.

2. Any other committee or subsidiary organ set up by the General
Conference and in which not all Member States are represented
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shall elect a Chairperson and, if necessary, one or two Vice-
Chairpersons and a Rapporteur.

In these elections, the committees, commissions and other sub-
sidiary organs may take account of any relevant recommendations
of the Nominations Committee, in accordance with Rule 35, para-
graph 2.

The provisions of Rule 35, paragraph 3, apply to the elections
referred to in the present rule.

IX. Duties of the Director-General

and of the Secretariat

Duties of the Director-General and of the Secretariat

L.

The Director-General or his representative shall participate, with-
out the right to vote, in all meetings of the General Conference,
including the meetings of its committees, commissions and other
subsidiary organs.

The Director-General, or a member of the Secretariat designated
by him, may at any time, with the approval of the presiding officer,
make to the Conference, committee, commission or other sub-
sidiary organ, either oral or written statements concerning any
question under consideration by them.

The Director-General shall place at the disposal of the General
Conference a staff member who shall act as Secretary of the
General Conference.

The Director-General shall provide the staff required by the
General Conference or by any organs it may establish.

The Secretariat shall, acting under the authority of the Director-
General, receive, translate and distribute documents, reports and
resolutions of the General Conference, its committees and com-
missions; provide interpretation of speeches made at the meetings;
draft and circulate the verbatim and summary records of the meet-
ings; be responsible for the safe keeping of the documents in the
archives of the General Conference; and perform all other work
which the General Conference may require.
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X. Languages of the Conference

Working languages

Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Russian and Spanish are the working
languages of the General Conference.

Language of the country
where the General Conference is held

When the Conference is held in a country where the national language
is not one of the working languages, the Executive Board may make
special arrangements for the use of the national language of the country
concerned during the Conference.

Interpretation of other languages

Delegates may speak in languages other than the working languages, but
they must themselves provide for interpretation of their speech into one
of the working languages, according to their choice; the Secretariat shall
provide interpretation into the other working languages.

Use of working languages

All working documents except the Journal of the General Conference
shall be issued in the working languages. The verbatim records of plenary
meetings shall be published in provisional form in a single edition, in
which each intervention shall be reproduced in the working language in
which it was made; and in final form in a single edition, in which each
intervention shall be reproduced in the working language in which it was
made and interventions made in a working language other than English
or French shall be followed by a translation into either English or French,
alternately meeting by meeting.

Official languages

1. Arabic, Chinese, English, French, Hindi, Italian, Portuguese, Russian
and Spanish are the official languages of the General Conference.

2. Any other language may also be recognized as an official lan-
guage of the General Conference on the request of the Member
State or Member States concerned. No Member State may request
recognition of more than one language.
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Use of official languages

1.

Any amendments to the text of the Constitution, and any decision
of the Conference regarding the Constitution and the legal status
of UNESCO, shall be translated into all the official languages.
At the request of any delegation, any other important document,
including verbatim records, may be translated into any other offi-
cial language. The delegation concerned shall provide the neces-
sary translators if the occasion arises.

XI. Records of the Conference

Verbatim records and sound recordings

L.

2.

Verbatim records shall be made of all plenary meetings of the
General Conference.

Sound recordings only shall be made of meetings of committees
and commissions, unless otherwise decided by the General
Conference.

Circulation and safe keeping of records and sound recordings

1.

The verbatim records referred to in the preceding rule shall be
circulated to delegations as soon as possible, to enable them to
send in their corrections to the Secretariat within forty-eight hours.
At the end of the session, the verbatim records, duly corrected,
shall be distributed to all Member States and Associate Members,
and to non-Member States and organizations invited to the ses-
sion, as provided in Rule 53.

The sound recordings made of meetings of committees and com-
missions of the General Conference shall be kept in the archives
of the Organization where they may be consulted if necessary.
Upon request a Member State or Associate Member may obtain
a copy of particular recordings, at its own expense.

Records of private meetings

The verbatim records of private meetings, made in the working lan-
guages, shall be filed in the archives of the Organization and shall not
be published unless such publication is specifically authorized by the
General Conference.
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XII. Publicity of meetings and resolutions

Public meetings

Meetings of the Conference and its committees, commissions and other
subsidiary organs shall be held in public except where otherwise pro-
vided in these rules, or unless the organ concerned decides otherwise.

Private meetings

1. When it is decided, in exceptional circumstances, to hold a private
meeting, all persons shall be excluded except the members of those
delegations which are entitled to vote, representatives and
observers entitled to participate without vote in the deliberations
of the bodies concerned, and the members of the Secretariat whose
presence is necessary.

2. Any decision taken at a private meeting of the Conference, its
committees, commissions or other subsidiary organs shall be
announced at an early public meeting of the organ concerned. At
the close of each private meeting, the presiding officer may issue
a communiqué through the Secretary of the General Conference.

Circulation of resolutions

Resolutions adopted by the Conference shall be circulated by the
Director-General to the Member States and Associate Members of the
Organization within sixty days after the close of the session.

XIII. Conduct of business and right to speak

Quorum

1. The President of the General Conference may declare a plenary
meeting open and permit the debate to proceed when at least one-
third of the representatives of Member States participating in the
session of the General Conference are present. The presence of a
majority of the Members participating in the session shall be
required for the purpose of taking decisions.

2. At meetings of committees, commissions and other subsidiary
organs of the Conference, a majority of the Member States which
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are members of that organ shall form a quorum. If, after five min-
utes’ adjournment, there be still no quorum, the Chairperson may
request the agreement of all Member States actually present tem-
porarily to waive this provision.

Executive Board

The Chairperson of the Executive Board, or another member of the Board
designated as its spokesman, may be invited by the President of the
Conference or the Chairperson of a committee or commission to make
a statement on behalf of the Executive Board at any meeting when a
matter affecting the responsibilities of the Board is under consideration.

United Nations

Representatives of the United Nations shall have the right to participate
without vote in all meetings of the Conference, its committees, com-
missions and other subsidiary organs.

Specialized agencies
and other intergovernmental organizations

Representatives of specialized agencies and observers of other inter-
governmental organizations which have been invited to the Conference
shall have the right to participate without vote in all debates on matters
within their respective competence.

Non-Member States

Observers for non-Member States may make oral or written statements
in plenary meetings and in meetings of committees, commissions and
other subsidiary organs, with the consent of the presiding officer.

Liberation movements recognized
by the Organization of African Unity

Observers for African liberation movements recognized by the
Organization of African Unity may make oral or written statements in
plenary meetings and in meetings of committees, commissions and other
subsidiary organs, with the consent of the presiding officer.
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Palestine

Observers for Palestine may make oral or written statements in plenary
meetings and in meetings of committees, commissions and other sub-
sidiary organs, with the consent of the presiding officer.

International non-governmental
or semi-governmental organizations

Observers for international non-governmental or semi-governmental
organizations may make statements on matters within their respective
competence in committees, commissions or other subsidiary organs, with
the consent of the presiding officer. Such observers may address plenary
meetings of the Conference on matters within their competence, if
authorized by the General Committee.

Speeches

1. The President shall call upon speakers in the order in which th