
GENDER and WATER DATA
water monitoring, assessment and reporting
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WATER GOVERNANCE

Only 16% of national water resource plans 
mention women as key stakeholders or primary 

participants in climate adaptation. 
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The percentage of 
countries producing
sex-disaggregated data
on access to clean
water is only 37%

45.2% of countries
do not produce any
gender statistics
related to waterWe need more data



Sex-disaggregated Data

Are oriented at monitoring 
results of the 2030 Agenda 
and the SDGs

Report evidence of gender 
equality results and orient 
policy actions

Will allow comparison and 
measure progress through 
time at a global level



‘Realizing gender equality and the empowerment of women 
and girls will make a crucial contribution to the progress 
across all Sustainable Development Goals and targets’ 
(UNGA Resolution A/70/L.1, 2015).

In order to achieve gender equality, sex-disaggregated 
data is needed. The collection of sex-disaggregated data 
concerning water is facilitated by the UN WWAP UNESCO 
Toolkit as part of the Project on Gender-sensitive water 
monitoring, assessment and reporting.

The Toolkit’s high-priority indicators will promote 
the monitoring of the results of SDG 6 to
Ensure availability and sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all

And in particular the monitoring of the results of 
SDG 6.5 to 
Implement integrated water resources 
management at all levels, including through 
transboundary cooperation as appropriate

For which WWAP is the proposed entity 
responsible for the global monitoring of the 
proposed indicators. 

The Toolkit is composed of four tools:

1. A list of high-priority water indicators  

2. A methodology for collecting and assessing 
sex-disaggregated data

3. A guideline for data gathering in the field

4. A questionnaire for practitioners 



Application of the Toolkit in the field:

AMCOW

In November 2014, the sex-disaggregated 
indicators presented by WWAP were officially 
endorsed by the African Minsters’ Council on 
Water (AMCOW). AMCOW officially committed 
to ‘establish national targets and a monitoring 
and evaluation framework for each of the seven 
pillars of the AMCOW gender policy and strategy, 
including sex-disaggregated indicators in the 
African context following guidelines developed by 
WWAP, by 2016.’ 

GGRETA 

The UNESCO IHP Groundwater Governance in 
Transboundary Aquifers (GGRETA) project assesses 
transboundary aquifers in three different world 
regions. WWAP is partner of the GGRETA project and
in charge of mainstreaming gender by including 
gender-sensitive water monitoring techniques and 
scientific supervision to regional expert groups.
WWAP provides sex-disaggregated indicators, 
guidelines and questionnaires to groups of national 
experts from Botswana, El Salvador, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Namibia, South Africa and Uzbekistan. 



To address the considerable data gap on gender and water 
issues at the global level, WWAP has launched the project 
for gender-sensitive water monitoring, assessment and 
reporting, which consists of four phases: 

Phase 1:
Production of the Toolkit for gender-sensitive water 
monitoring. This Toolkit contains a list of high-priority 
indicators, a methodology for collecting sex-disaggregated 
data, a guideline for data gathering in the field and a 
questionnaire for practitioners to collect sex-disaggregated 
data.

Phase 3:
The indicators and methodology will be validated against 
the results from Phase 2, and after the evaluation the final 
results will be widely disseminated.

Phase 2:
The Toolkit will be tested in selected pilot areas in 
different regions of the world, in cooperation with 
national authorities, research institutes and international 
organizations.

Phase 4:
Capacity building will be implemented by a series of training 
modules specifically tailored for multiple users such as 
technical staff of developing agencies, water-experts of 
national institutions, development  practitioners.



An international expert working group, 
consisting of over 30 members from around the 
world, has been deeply involved in the creation 
of the Toolkit. Made up of multidisciplinary 
experts from academia, grassroot 
organizations, NGOs, development organizations 
and UN agencies, the group brings up-to-date 
information and expert advice to the project. 

WWAP Working Group on
sex-disaggregated indicators



United Nations World Water Assessment Programme

Programme Office for Global Water Assessment
Division of Water Sciences, UNESCO
06134 Colombella, Perugia, Italy
Tel.: +39 075 591 10 11
 
www.unesco.org/water/wwap

         @UNWWAPUNESCO

         #GENDERANDWATER

we need more
sex-disaggregated data


