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“From better health to increased wealth, education is the catalyst of a 
better future for millions of children, youth and adults. No country has 
ever climbed the socioeconomic development ladder without steady 
investments in education.”

- Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT BEGINS WITH EDUCATION 

As more than 150 world leaders adopted the 
new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 

during the 70th session of the United Nations 
General Assembly in September 2015, 59 million 
children are still out of school – almost 29 million 
live in conflict-affected areas, 62 million girls are 
still denied the right to a basic education and 
250 million children are not learning the basics, 
whether they have been to school or not.

The 17 new Sustainable Development Goals, 
also known as the Global Goals, represent the 
most universal, ambitious and comprehensive 
agenda ever seen - to eradicate poverty, hunger 
and inequality, improve access to health and 
education, take action on climate change and 
environment, build strong institutions and 
partnerships, and more. 

The new education agenda, “Education 2030” 
reaffirms the commitment of nationals towards 
Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4) and its 
corresponding targets which aims to, “Ensure 
inclusive and equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”. The 
Declaration represents a collective commitment 
of the education community to implement the 
Education 2030 agenda. It affirms the principles 
of education as a public good, as a fundamental 

human right, as a basis for guaranteeing the 
realisation of other rights, and inspires bold and 
innovative action. 

We at UNESCO believe that education is a 
fundamental human right linked to the realization 
of other rights and as a catalyst for education, we 
call upon all stakeholders working on education to 
strengthen alliances and be united for successful 
implementation of the SDG4  as well as “Education 
2030” agenda at the regional and country levels. 

This year’s calendar highlights how “Sustainable 
education begins with Education” in the context 
of the 17 SDGs.  We thank the talented youth in 
the age group of 14-25 years from across India 
who took part in the National Comic and Art 
Competition organised by UNESCO New Delhi and 
through their creativity and artwork have depicted 
how education can play an important role towards 
achieving other SDGs.

Wishing you a successful 2016.

SHIGERU AOYAGI
Director and UNESCO Representative to Bhutan, 

India, Maldives and Sri Lanka



Ensure healthy lives and 
promote well-being for 
all at all ages

GOOD HEALTH 
AND WELL-BEING3

A child whose 
mother can read 
is 50% more likely 
to live past age 

five
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Ensure inclusive and equitable 
quality education and promote 
lifelong learning opportunities for all

Education 
builds on itself, 
creating greater 

capacity to educate 
others and nurture a 
culture that values 

learning

QUALITY
EDUCATION4
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Achieve gender equality 
and empower all 
women and girls

GENDER
EQUALITY5

One 
additional 

School year 
can increase a 

woman’s earnings 
by up to 20%
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As 
communities 

become better 
educated about the 
links between their 

sanitation and health 
they see substantial 

improvements in 
sanitation

Ensure availability and 
sustainable management of 
water and sanitation for all

CLEAN WATER
AND SANITATION6
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Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable 
economic growth, full and productive 
employment and decent work for all

Each additional 
year of schooling 
raises average 
annual Gross 

Domestic Product 
(GDP) growth by 

0.37%
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Reduce inequality 
within and among 
countries

REDUCED
INEQUALITIES10

A 0.1% 
improvement in a 

country’s education 
equality can, over 
40 years, raise its 
per capita income 

by 23% higher
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Make cities and human 
settlements inclusive, safe, 
resilient and sustainable

SUSTAINABLE CITIES 
AND COMMUNITIES11

With education, 
people are more 
likely to stand 
behind creative 

solutions that ensure 
sustainable cities 
and communities  

are in place
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Take urgent action to 
combat climate change 
and its impacts

CLIMATE
ACTION13

With higher levels 
of education, 

people across many 
different societies 

show greater 
concern about the 
well-being of the 

environment
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Conserve and sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and marine resources 
for sustainable development

LIFE
BELOW WATER14

With higher levels 
of education, 

people across many 
different societies 

show greater 
concern about the 
well-being of the 

environment
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Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of  
terrestrial ecosystems, sustainably manage forests, combat  
desertification, and halt and reverse land degradation and halt biodiversity loss 

LIFE
ON LAND15

With higher levels 
of education, 

people across many 
different societies 

show greater 
concern about the 
well-being of the 

environment
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Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for  
sustainable development, provide access to justice for all  
and build effective, accountable and inclusive institutions at all levels 

PEACE, JUSTICE 
AND STRONG 
INSTITUTIONS

16

Increasing 
enrollment 

rate in secondary 
education by 10% 

can reduce the risk 
of war by 3%
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Strengthen the means of implementation 
and revitalize the global partnership for 
sustainable development

PARTNERSHIPS 
FOR THE GOALS17

The Global  
Partnership for 
Education is a  

prominent example 
of how working in a 

collaborative partnership 
can enhance progress 

in education and in the 
other development 

sectors
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PHOTO CREDITS:

January: Yogesh Kumar Sharma, Class XI, 
Saraswati Shishu Mandir Intercollege, Rudhrapur

July: Sajal Kumar, Class X, D.A.V. Korba

February: Saiyam Marwah, Kharghar, Navi 
Mumbai

August: Sunkari Preetham Paul, 1st year,  
IIT Kanpur

March: Kangojan Ningthenngaba, Class VI, Jagrit 
Saraswati Vihar, Nainital

September: Saiyam Marwah, Kharghar, Navi 
Mumbai

April: Mahima Astha

October: Agrim Srivastva, Class IX, A.S.N. Senior 
Secondary School, Mayur Vihar-1, New Delhi

May: Diksha Agarwal, B.Comm (Computers)  
2nd Year, Aurora Degree College, Chikkadpally

November: Ramkrishna Saha, Gurgaon

June: Pragya, Class X, Arwachin Bharti Bhawan 
Senior Secondary School, Vivek Vihar, Delhi

December:  Deepesh, Class X, GLT SBM  
Sr. Secondary School, Nehru Nagar, Delhi
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Disclaimer:   The ideas and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors; they are not necessarily those of UNESCO and do not commit the Organization.
Data and Statistics quoted in the calendar are excerpts from the Global Partnership for Education  (http://www.globalpartnership.org/blog/17-ways-education-influences-new-17-global-goals)


