Tranalated from Spanish

TMPLEMBITATLCM OF THE EBELJING PLATFORM FOR ACTEOLT

averview of trends in achieving gegder couality aod

women' s advancement

In the Dominican Republiis, thHe lask degade and Che currenk cne have been
characterized by new and increased interast on the part of <ivil socieby and Lhe
Siake in promobting gender equality and guaresnkteeling citizenship foxr Deominican
WIOEETY . '

Becausz of the importande agd scope of the event, the Fourth World
Conference onm Women, "Action for Bguality, Developmant and Pease", held in
Eeijing in September 1935, highlightad the debatec on the geed £ox bhe Skalke,
throegh pukide policies, to adopt a commicment Lo sachieve gender equity and
encouragedl the erestlon of initiafives and inastxumenkts bo guarankae the
cffoechivenass of bhe promizes made ab che Conferehce.

In the Domindican Republic, the poligy geared o achieving gender egquality
im basically the rasponsikilicy of the Depaxbment- o the Adwancement of Women
(DETM) , a2 the governoment agency specinlizing in gonder assues and dealing with
public policies on the subjest. The Department alse acked as foosl podnt for
nationeal preparations for the Fourth Conference. h

The gepder egualiby pelicies formulated by EGPM have been implemented
19%5-2001, Tagether with the Deparbment's Short, Medium and Leng-Term flan of
Eotion (1996}, this constitubes the counkbzy's fundamenlral slan of action
concerning gender and developmant.

The Platform for Aacticn for the Rdvancement of Dominican Women is the
racikll oF a hroad procese of consultacdon with both public sectora and civil
sooiety, involving aa do-Sepbh diaghosis of bthe situatlion of Dominican women and
laading to conscosus regasding the idectificabion of the principal problemsa
facing Dominican woman and the necessary corrective measderes. This decumsenk
conatitutes the coomicment zesumesd by the Dominican Eepublic ot the Founth Workd
confferance

The afficial gonder policy embodied in this document iz promoticnt of the
full integraticn of women in development and cesdgoibion of bheir rights bo
enjoy full citizenship within the context of sustained, equitable and demseratic
develcpment. The document proclaims the globkal strakbegies of concertakbion,
socdal and cocmueniby varbicivation, strengenening of inacituticne and
CoRmuRkcation.

Empha=sie ig placed on the empowerment of women throwugh their parcicipstion
in pulic life, atrengehening of mechanlsme for the advancement of women, and
modernization and adanbatien of bthe Legal system. Efforts are also
concantrated con the eliminaticon of poverty through bhe integration of wemen into

o



macroeccnonis and accial policiesz, equality of acoeas to enmployment,
scfengthening of productive resources, assiatance focused on groups of women in
axtroms poverkty and participalion of women in Ehe preservatrion of natural
resources and the oenvizonment,

The document alac deals with educaticm, culbure and communicakbicn media,
with emphazis on raising educatinn standards and improving the treatment of
women in sexbbosks, proemobion of cultuzal diversiby and an Enclusive spoial
image that does not SLsorimicabe agaisch wiqen in Ebe madiz.  Heallh igsuen and
viclenoa ara deslt with through the pyromotion of total heonlth ang the
prevention, punishment and alimination of all forms of wiolence agmsinst women.

In general, the thrust of nactlicoal policy in gerder issaes refleckz the
main ageas dealk with in the Beijing Flatform. In meany of the areas wmenbigned
above, there have beoen significant achievements or breakbhrouwshs in bhe
Dominican Republic,

Empcarermwent of  women

Women age plavibg s lazsger #ole Ao public Life.  They are widely dowvolved
in party polikicgs. The Doddpigan Repwblic now hes a polential woman candidabe
for President, which would have hoon unbhinkanle a fow yoaxs ago.

The reorganized Suprame LCourk of Juatice has 15 members, of whom five or
33.3 per cent sre women. Throughout the country'a entire democratic history,
cherse had canly been one women pemntber of the Supreme Courkt of Justice.

In 13%3, the Mational Congress appreered Bhe Law orl Qudiss, as ao
affirmabive actign meajurs allocaling Lo women 25 per cent of Lthe political
parkbies' scaks in Congress and local gorcrnmenkt .

Strengthening o mechaniama for the advancement of women

Luring 1998 and 19%5, the Department for the hdvancement of Women engaged
dv @ broad process of consvitvabion with a wview bEo bhe fornslabicn of & propogal
for the greakicn of a Miniscry for Womzn., This =Iifork resultbed in the
submission of a drafb Pill concerning the Miniskbry for Women to bhe Fational
Zongresa by legialators from =l the political parties represented thera.

In additicn, the Department for the Adwvancement of Women has conducred a
parailel process of institubion gtrengtrhening ln the areas of techhnology,
programmes and adwinistration in order be assiskt instibutions Lo play nhoir zole
and prapara for their transformacicn into & Ministry for Women.

Hodernizarlon abd adaptaticn of the iagal swatem

In recent yeaxs, an impoxtant process of review and medarnization of the
legal syetem hasz taken place in the Dominican Republile.

The laktest legislakbiwe changas to protwbe the advancense: of Domindcan
women are e following:



1. Law 24=9%T7 on viclenced, discrimicabion agd degsertipon of ehe family
clagzifies and preacribes penalties for wiolence againsk women and domestic and
intre-famlivy shueae, =ewxpal z=zsaulbts, procuring and crafficking in women,

. Law 55-3T7 ameadiog Ebe Agrarlan Refort Act establishes the princigple of
equality in all kenefits, okligabions and logal peocesdings Jougerbhing agrarian
izgues.

a, Law 14-37 {{rle for the Protectlen of Childrenr and pdoclescental prescribas
penaltics for desertion of the family and violenece and eexual assaults against
family members.

d. Law #55 amending the Labour ©Sode, proclaima the egual righks of men and
wonen it Yabowr mabters.

5. Law 14-%1 [Lakour Law for the pubklic sookber) guawankess egual condiciong
for men and woman working in the puklic sesbar.

Edimination of poverty through inteqgration of women in megrosconeqic and social
polisies

The abovo-meationsd Law 14-231 deals with ecual access bo enpleymenk .

Rgzistance geared Lo woman in conditiops of extrens poverby 17 the subject
cf the Agrarian Reform Bot and othsr ackivibics uoderbaken in gogperatbion with
DSEM atd apecifically by other government aectors,

The Domimican Republic alao has the "Worthy Commmunicy™ Plan, geared to
combaking exbremns povertly and giving sceclal attention to women [(female heads of
houschold, single mothers, ko).

In recent vesxrs, abtenticn has beeno focused <o healkh agd violeogs. In
pursuance of Law 24-37, pilet plans for sposifi¢ sectors have been implemented,
such az the plan for informacticn on the subkject of non-riolenco,

Amoog She aspoets oepbioned, he greabest succeaz has been achiewved in:
Participation of women in publicz life, strongtheoing of mechanigmne for
advancement, moderpization and adaptation of the legal system and oon-violeoos,

The lneresaing attention giwen in official policy 3ince 19%S Lo gander
cguality apd women’' s advangement nag important repercusazicons on public
actitudes, informaticn media and other social sectors:” IE should be emphasized
chat, in gowvearhmenkt aecteors, the efforts made by specific cfficcs surh as bhbs
Department for the hdvancement of Women have an impact on goveroment units which
are brzditienally lagging Furthest behind in thie regard. In the Dominican
Republic the women’s movamenk and acodemic cirsles bave plaved a leading role in
brivnging gender issuss to the forefront of public copinicon.

While it gantst be claimed thet pricrity kas been given to the objectivea
of gendar ocquality and wshen' s adrancerend in obher areas of public colicy, it



can ke said that in recent years bhese ohiecbives nave vecsived signifigant
attentico.

World evenlks, partieplsrly in ehe finencisl arena, have affected the lives
of women angd girls in geweral ways: by exacerbating poverty, ancouraging
migratiocns hoth to urkan areas and abroad, limibiog acoass bo services and
drawing more women into the infoxmal sestor of the economy.

In order to respond to chis =2irgaciecn, the Bominican Scwvernment has adeopted
rarious poverky relizf measures, bo which reference wag wmade ln the preceding
psragrapha. :

It ia not posgible o identify exactly how much of the national budget is
devoted to equelity and women’s advancement, because the allocaticnz for the
rapramns Miniokrises and privake ingtirfvtions epoesr s3 glokal ictems. IK is
possible only to indicote the funds alloscabed to the Deparbment £or Che
bdvancemant of Weomen, which is the aatisozl agoney respoasible Eor womet' g
iggauea:

Eudget alloecation

Domitican CLErency U5 dollars
1545 S aog 900G, 00 322 LEB0.00
15495 B L1l £3L.00 420 LLe . L=
1297 B0 11% S4, O G52 99,35
1598 12 &EH E¥5._00 S1E B3E,38

Internarclicnal doxnakiona

140407 20779 400,00 176 Q26. &
149483 2 381 000,00 218 123,02

Az can be aeen, the budget allocaticn is wery limited, which has restricied
the implecenlacion of the Plabform in all ite aspects.

3 (a). PFollowing the Fourth World Coaferonce on Hameo, the Dominigan Republic
has given spesial attention to the oreation, encouragement and streogblicaing oF
machinery for women’s advancement, both in its official activities and through
non-governmental organizacione aod civil gociety. In addition te adopbing
legislative measures, it hasz edopred naclonal and inkernational arrangements and
instruments to guarantes their effectivensss and to eliminate the
marginalization and digscriminaticn atill sffectinc women, guarantes Liue
integration of women in development, promote the defence of their sconomic,
mooial | ciwil | political ard guliwral »ights and the effective participation of
women in the cxerdiss of powsr and in decisiog-making.

Tne first action of this nature was the creation by Executive Decres in
1995 of the Hacicnal Committee for Monicoring the Waticmal Flan of Ackion of the
Faurth Wo=ld Qonference cn Wometn, which iz2 chalred by the Director-Seneral foxr
the Advancomont of Women and composed, among others, of ohe beads 0F the



Teclmical Secretariat in the 3ffice of che President, the Ministries of Foxreion
Belakbions, BEdpcakbkion and cultoxe, Agriculture, Public Eealth, the Actcaney
General of the Bepublis, the Wakional Planning 0ffige, the Arghbizhop of Sanko
Domingo, the Zxecutive Secretary of tne Bvangolical Chursh, bhe Cospdinaror of
¥a0e for Women's Iasued, the Rasearch Jeotre for Feminice Aobion, and Women 4o
Devaelopmett . :

The Committee will follow up and monitsr the Jarional Plan of Aobion For
Equality, Devalopment and Peadssc, whicn onbodies bhe maip actions angd rveasures of
che Dominican Gorernment to cuarantes eaguality of women and break dows Eho
bharriers pf discrimination by the year 2001, as well as the regional snd
igterpakinaal Sommiknencs asavged by the coonbry in cornecticnr with the
Tonferonee, '

The Dominican Cengeess 15 currankly studying a draft Bill whichh wowldE
elavate the Decartment foxr the Advancement o Women Lo & Minkstioy., This new
gtatua would give it greater influence in policy-making to bkensfit women sndg
greater sospe Lor particlpetlicn 1n 2tate forumz where deciszicnz are taken and
FOWEL 2@xcLolzed,

In the legislative area, ackion 4% heing taken to amend codes and special
lawe which discriminate against women and o publicize, bhrougd bbe wariows
madia, the changea of benefit to woman. Woman aoeE 0eing wrged to avail
tiemzalves of the lagal inatruments which protect their rishts,

Jri L35G, the Senate af the Republles decided unanimously to appoin: the
"Honorary Committos of Womeo Advisers Lo bhe Senate", which iz comooeed of women
experta on gender issues drawn frxom the different politifal parbies; womet
lagislators, jurists, repregsenbatives of bhe womnen’s mowement, and the
Department for tne Advancement of Womeon, This adwvissny committos B0 the Senate
of Ehe Republic has played an imperktant rols in the process of amending and
adopting codas, lawas and measures aimed at bringing abouat changes in the
econote, wollbical and social situatien of Dominicsn women.

Ev Law E0S of 21 June 2385, kbe Dowinican Gowertwent ratified the
"Inter-pmericsan Convencicn to Prevent, Punish ond Bradicabe Violense Agaiosk
Wemen' .  Thiz represenced a wary significant achicvoement, sinee cur legal
fromewsrk cresented major lacunas in terms of the treatment and manasement of
riclenose againgk women.

Batificaticn of this Convankion has preodred highly irstrorpental in amending
Cominican laws to respond to Ehe commibmenbs whish the Convenbion ennails for
the Dooinicatn Republic.

] Tn agdibion, rabifipation of the Convenclen serwed azs a general frame of
reference for the adoptbicn of Loaw 24-97 of 2E Jandazy 1977, «hich ametrdsed the
Penal Code, the Cocde of Criminal Procedure and the Oods for the Prekection of
ohildren gnd Adolesgenta, dealirg with viclence, discrimination and desertion of
Eamdly. This Law ¢lgsgifiez and prescribes penalties for viclence againat women
and domestic and intra-famdly abuse; deseribes and pregoribes penalties for
germal aszaults; prescrices pannlties for procuring and trafficking a0 womsn;
defines and prescribea penalties for desexticno of family and defines and



prescribes penalties for discrimination. Taformation is5 given below on oome oF
the ametided arkticles.

In 1296, by Doeores Wo.o 933-98, the Dominigan Government established the
Haticnnl Jommission Eor bhe Prevealicn and Repression of Intra-family Viocletce
with the goal of formulating plans and engaging in activitics for bhe proveotisa
of inbra-famlly wioalence atd for the assistance and rehabilitation of persons
affecbed by ik, The Jorsission iz composed of the Attorney-General of the
Pepublis, =be Cogrdinator of the OEfice of the Conmizsioner for the Reform and
Modernization of Pubklic Healbth and Social Walfare, representatives of che
¥aticnal police, of the Attorney=General s Office in the Jational Diskrick, the
Deparkment af Comemenicy Developrent, the Department for the hdvancemenc of
Women, the Cocordinator of MGDs for Women's Issues and two other nonegosreeromeantal
Srganizabiong .

The Cocminican Soveroment operates programmes in different deopactments
dezling with specific aspects of tha situation of women., The principal
DrOyrAtGS 3T :

" lmr Mnadt on Wooen, in ehe Mational Blevning Office, which compiles and analyses
skatiskioeal dara ard offere gender treining o dlfferent plarming offices.

(b) Haticnal Council on Population and the Family, bhrouwsh which the Hakignal
Family Planning Frogramma i3 Cu.

[e)  Commanity Development Dffice, which worke st the community lewel to promote
and organize wonen 1o carrylng oukb cenmunity dewelopment projects and
AL LGNS ,

(4] "Educ-Mujer, do bhe Migistry of BEduwsatioo and Culture, through whieh plans
are developed Lo redvuce sexism in cducation.

[e) Division of Peazant Women and FEural Oroanizatien, in the Miniskbry of
hgriculture, which encouvages proguctive preojeckts run by peasant woman.

(f] Consulbative Qounedl <f the Deparbment £o0 bhe Advencement of Womnen, made
up of o aumbaer of goveroment agencies,

ha a meawns of mainstreaming gender issuss in =ll public and inscitukcional
policies, the Deminlcan Gowerbment has a training plan for all the sectora of
governmenk which have unita or cffices for women's izsues, as well as for
officials, lagislators and decisiob-maXers. These ackipns are part of the
programme of institution strengthening of the Departtment Eor the AfSvancemsnt oF
Women '

The Doddndcan dowverbmest i engaged in & process of reform and
modernization oi the 5tate, in which the decentralization plan plays 4 erucial
role. neE a result, follewing the Beijing Cenference, 10 Frovincial O3ffices zor
Women's Edsnes were creabed: T

Provincial Office for Women' s Tssuss 0F Bhe Provibce of San Peden Je Maporia,
aztablished in 199&,



Frovincial Dffice for Wemen's fasues o cha Province of San Francisco de
Macorizs, established in 1396

Provincial Office for Women's Lssucs of the Proviase of Santiage, established in
153,

Provinclel office for Women'e Iesues nf che frovince of Sanchez Ramirezr,
astabklished in 1936,

Erovincial Bffica for Women's Issuwas of cha Provinoe of Puerte Plakca,
eztablished in 19945.

Provinclel office for Women'e I[3eues of che Zrovince of La Wega, =stablished 1n
ERCL- [

EBrovinocial Gffice foxr Womenrs ILesuss of the Province of Espaillat, established
in 1996,

Provincial ffice for Women's Isgues of phe frovince of Maria Trinidad sdnchesz,
astablished in Lo27,

Provincial Offics for Women's Issues of bhe Provinoe of Samond, é¢skoblizhed in
1=57.,

Frovincial 2ffice for Womenrs Iasuss ox Ehe Province of Monbe FPlata, eatablizhes
in 1995

Provineial QEfice for Wagen s [ssuss of bhe Reoviose of Bomaga, osktablished an
Ag8L.

The Wational Flan for Gangder Eguiby is implamented through theae Gfficasa,
which refiect che functionz and mandates of cthe Department for the prdvancement
of Wemen and the Beijing agreements.

ho was done Eor Lhe Beifjing Qobnfgrengs, national comnisgsions wers
established to follow up the following summik mectings: United Mations
Confereonoe on Bovironment and Developmenk; World Summit for Social Dewzlopment
world Summit for Children ang World Food Sammit.

(i The Weabipqaal Qiflce for cthe Follow-Tp of Global Conferences was sgtablighed
cin 3% March 1931, hy Deoree Mo, 122-91, Eo ccordinatke fthe various follow-up
cEforts to glabdl conferonecs.

(o) Reole of non-goveramental organizatione:

The oon-gowveromenkbal <rganisabions, through the Coordipabsr of W35 For
Women's Iesuea, the Cibao Women' s Cocordinateor, various topigal and sactoral
networks and in earh organdzarico, have drawn un mational, regicral and local
wlans based on the agreepents in che Belding Zlacferm for hetleoen, which hawe
bheety implepenbsd sioese 1335,



The principal achievementz of these organizacicns includa: their
eonkbribucion toe the orerhaul of Dominican legislation; follow-ug and promoticn
of legislation adopbed Eor bhe henefil oF women; their ¢ontrihution to the
preparaction of the draft bill om the upgrading of Ehe Department foz the
Advancement of Women; their support for thz highlighting <f wiolanss as a
problem ofF human rights; the dewvelopment of educational programmes to publicize
tha situatisn of women and getder izsues; their conkribution Eo the deweloprent,
training snd empowarment of nakbional loadozrs in the polibical azecs and bheir
influence on public policizs censuring 4 gender perspeshive,

The non-goverhmeatz]l organizatiens participace in natiensl arrangements for
tine follow-up of Beijing and in periedic evaluatione through their partic1pat1an
in natisgal apd tfopical meskbings organized by DEPM.



