PART ONE:

Overview of Trends in Achieving Gender Equality and
Advancement of Women

Due to the full commitment of the Jslareic Republic of Iran to ensure to social
justice and respect for the women's Tights, under the Islawic teachings, the National
Comruttes, which represented Iran's positions and view points in the Fourth World
Conference om Women in Beijing, took following coordinated initiatives to
encourage both officials and public, specially women with 4 view to ensure
implementation of Beijing Platform For Action;

* Meeting under the auspices of the then President Rafsanjani and comprising senior
officials in different levels of decision-making, reviewing the most important issues
raised in Beljing.

* Launching media camapaign to increase the public and especially women's
awareness on the Beijing Conference and its Platform For Action.

* Tranglating info Persian the Beijing Platform For Action and the Beijing
Declaratton with view to familianzing the relevant governmental erepanizations,
institutions, Judiciary, Legislature and Non-Governmental Organizations with the
Beijing Platform of Action.

* Enhancement of the Status of the National Commitlee (pursuant to an order by the
then president) as the main focal peint for national programming on women and
superviging implementation process of the Beijing Platform For Action,

* Drafhng the National Plan of Action with contributions ffom relevant
organizations, Exccutive, Legislature and Judiciary branches.

* Finalizing Iran's National Plan of Action on the basis of the Beijing's 12 critical
areas of concern with emphasiz on women's human rights, mass media and
mztitional mechamsms for advancement of woraen,
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* Obtaining the approval of the highest relevant officials on the National Plan of
Action.

* Announcement by the Committes on Finalizing on the relevant organizations to
mcorporate the National Plan calling into their policies,

Foliowing the Infroduction of the National Plan of Action,
the necessity for infegration of gender-perspective into different
policies and programmies was felt and further promotion of
wormen's hornan rights emphasized.

* State instifufions then gave priority to development of institntional rnechanisms
for the advancement of women. Take the following as instances:

a- Promotion of Bureau for Women Affairs to the Cenfer for Women
Participation and the center's head became 2 member of the Cabinet.

b- Upgrading Tudiciary's office for women to the general directorate and
developing its branches in different provinces.

¢- Convening the Family, Women and the Youth Commission in the Tslamic
consultative Assembly (Parliament)

d- Development of women's affairs commissions in 243 cities across the
country

e- Ezfablishment of women offtces in most of the ministries and state
OTganiZations.

* The National Committes made posifive efforts o promote public awarsness about
the impaortant role of NGOs as the intermediary agencies betwecen people and the
government and o institutionalize this role.

These efforts have induced an increase of more than 50 percent in the number
of NGOs since the Beijing Conference. Different national and intermational
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cducational-consuliative warkshops were held for the Tepresentatives of the women
NGOs,

- Tn health sector the counfry has taken great steps in improving waomen's heaith
conditions.

For instance:

a- Population growth rate has decreased to 1.2 from 3.4 in 1995

- Women's life expectancy at birth increased by one year

c- Maternal mortality rate has been reduced to half of its rate in 1990

d- Almost 100 percent of women in urban areas and 84 percent of women in
rural areas are now covered by health services network

e- Effective measures were taken for provention, early detection and treatrent
of breast, cervical and other cancers of the reproductive system

- In educafion and training sectors one of the pricorities of Iran's Mational Plan of
Action 15 to close gender gap in education system. Furthermore Note 62 of the
Second Pevelopment Plan which calls for identification and enrollment of school-age
children with an cmphasis on givl-children was enforced. As a result 96 percent of
school-age girls are covered by elementary education. Some 89 percent of them
complete their pritnary schooling.

Greater efforts wore made theough different worleshops, educational-consultative
courses to encourage and promote education of girls at different levels as well as in
techmical and vocational education, Girls constituted 52 percent of university
adimissions in a nation-wide varsity campaizn in 1998, in comparison with 47 percent
in 1997 or 35 percent in previous years.

Iran's MNational Plan of Action Emphasizes on
women and media and institutional mechanisms for
advancement of women .



A- Women and Media

The mass media are powerfol means of education and as an educational tools
the mass media can be an insttument for educafors, governmental and non-
governmental institutions for the advancement of women and for development. TV
especially has the greatest impact on young and masses of people, and as such, has
the ability to shape values, attimides and positive perceptions of women and improve
the negative perceptions.

The mediz have g great potential to promote the status of women and ensere
the equality befween women and men by porfraying women and men ifn 4 non-
stereotypical, diverse and balanced manner, and by respecting the dignity and worth
of human person, specially in those countries where people's attimdes such as sex-
selection and discrimination agamst women, hinder women's active participation.

B- Institetional Mechanisms for Advancemeant of Women

Women's empowerment and their full patticipation on the basis of equality in
ali spheres of society, meluding participation in the decision-making process and
access to power, are fundamental for the achievement of development and peace.

C- Human Rights of Women

In order 10 realize peace and development, therc 15 a need to Tespect human
rights of wommen. Thus promoeting human rights of women is one of the main areas
on which Iran's MNational Plan of Action emphasized.

Along with the aforementioned measures, Tran has made intensive efforts to
mainstrean gender-perspective in all national economic, legal, social and political
poilcies.

Political participation, beftenment of women's employment's conditions,
gnvironmental protection activities, declining gender-gap in education sysiem,
allowing access of maral and urban women to education and health care services are
the areas where mainstreaming a gender perspective has been most successiul.

Since 1995 aftention to advancement of wormen hag been reinforced both in
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goverument policies and public pereeption. Several instances of such changes are as
fiollow:

* In the first municipal elections, held on Febmary 26, 1999, a total number of 1,124
7 female candidates were eleeted through divect voting. The figure points up the fact
that public thrust on women's leadership has been boosted since even in small towng
and remotest villages wormen were electad to the city councils,

¥ Inereasing Women cmployecs matemity leave from 3 to four months  {up to
three children)

* Approving flexible working hours of women employees {upon their request).

* Allocation of special credit to implement 268 educational projecits 10 increase
mvolvement of rural women in environmental protection activitics,

* Bstablishment and development of health cars services network,

# Establishinent of rural midwifery centers and training 5 000 midwives 1o render
services in ruial arcas

¥ Training 36,000 women volunteers ( in basiy bases across the country) on health
information and employing 6,000 of them fo render health information to women in
communities. :

There is no mngible gender gap in cducation system with 96 percent of school-
age girls are covered by primary education.

However, in areas such as slinunation of legal obstacles, poverty cradication,
changing negative perceptions and patronal attitudes, closing gender gap in high level
of decision-making mainstreaming a gender perspective has been least succeessful,

* The revision process of laws and legislation on women is & long-ferm complex
procedure which makes modification of laws difficult.

* The fact that Iran consists different ethnic groups and subcultures impedes adoption
of single cultural measnres to remove or correst negative perceptions and attitndes.
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Despite the fact that the nember of women Member of the Parliament has increased
atd twro wotnen are now members of the cabinet, women still under-represent in high
level policy-making and programming.

World's financial crisis with its impacts on o1l prices and global decline of the
prices has causcd & shamp in government revennes, decline of investments and
recession of domestic products.

Despife government's efforts the crisis affected the familics and households
either directly or indirectly.

As indirect impact, increasing prices of goods and commeoditiss lowered
people's purchase power and women who burden the mgjor responsibility for
administering home affairs and children's nutrition are exposed to danger. Thus, they
are now more vulnerable than before.

The crisis which also led to decline of govemment reverues has lowered public
budget and conscquently intersectoral birdget which were allocated o women,
The above-mentioned facts have encouraged government to take a greater role in
implementation of supportive policics and poverty eradication.

The Islamic Republic of {ran is a victim of unilateral coercive measures and
various economic sanctions mposed by ULSs. These measures and sanciions have

hindered the realization of economic rights of Iranian people especially women and
children who are most yulnerable groups to economic disruptions.

PART TWO:

Financial and Institutional Measares

All the budgets which are being allocated to women -centered policies are
of domestic and national resources.



Every year's budget bill stipulates a specific amount for women's issues.
For instance, the budget bill of [998 had considered certain amount of credit for
female-headed howseholds, sports, education and self-employment of women.

Since the head of the Center for Women's Participation is & member of the
cabinet, her presence helps budget allocation to wormen issues.

The Center for Women's Participation also reviews budget hills and
elaborates its cormments on the allocation of the budget to women's cultural,
social and economic issues.

To follow up Beijing Fladform for Action, the Center for Women's Paﬁicipaﬁnn
uses two mechansms;

1- National Commites of the Fourth World Conference on Women which was
established to affract active contribution of women NGOs and goverimental
organizanons.

2~ Conrdination Council of Executive bodies' Representatives which explores
women issues and follow up the Beijing Platform for Action in its monthly
EeLings.

Women NGOs were also involved in formufaion of the National Flan of Action,
programming and setting iargets for activities in ling with the Beijing Platform
For Actign.

To this purpose a ceordinating bureau was established in the Center for Women
Affairs to coordinate NGOs cooperation in following up the Beijing Platform For
Action.

PART THREE:
Women's Advancement and Equality for Women in the New Millennium
In the third millennium, as before, sustained economic growth, social

development, environmental protection and social justice require involvement of
woren in economic and social development and their full participation of men
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and women as agents and beneficiaries of people-centerad sustainable
deveiopment.

Widespread economic recession and stractural adjustment have been responsible
for setting back development goals and advancement of women. Thus in the third
millennivm such factors shovld be eased through collective measures.

Although the threat of global conflict has been reduced, wars of aggression, arm
conflicts, colomal or other forms of alien domination and foreigm occupation,
civil wars and terrorism continug to plague many parts of the world and thus
leaving women helpless. :

On the threshold of the third millenninm Dialogue Among Civilizations, which
was inttiared by President Khatami of [ran, is supposed to help diminish such
plagues. The doctrine of Dialogue Among Civilizations will definitely promote
mutual understanding among peaple of different coltures and civilizations. The
theory can reduce the conflicts, help peaceful settfement of conflicts and maintain
peace and security at the global, regional and local levels which is crueial for the
protection of huoman rights of women and girl-children.



I. Women and Poverty

A- Examples of snceessful policies, programs aod projecis to implement the critical areas of
coneern of the Bedjing Platform for Acfion (Indicate any targets and strategies set and relafed
achicvements)

1- introduction of poverty cradieation plan :
2- Moddification of social sceurity [aw to pay the re-mamed widow of 4 déad insured after the dead
of her second husband
3-Strengthening Imam Khomeint's Behief Commuities (35 a communily-based suppoit systom)
4ol ending interest-frec loans o 27,000 neal women hesded households to purchase produchon tools
S-implementation and development of Zeinab Projest a2 # special window to lend to women for
agricoltural purpozes '
6+ Holding educational, training, spprenticeship programs for unemployed women to cither enhance
their employment opporiunity or scli-cmployment
7-Providing houses to women whose husbands are hospilzlized duc to kidoey discases ratification
of aby-law to secure women hoaded houscholds
g-Allocation of more than 1ls. 3 billion to integrate rural and female-headed honscholds mito
productive employment and the econonie mainstream
2-Considerable increasing of training courses 1 techinical manapenal agneultural extension and
marketing areas in agricultural, industry, arts and handweradts to increase inconte-generating
opporiinities for women

B-Fxamples of nbstecles enconnterediessons fearned

E-Decreasing government incoine due to fluctuating oil prices
2-Lack of wornen in the lgh level of econoniic decision-making

- Commiltment for fufare achons/perw fnittafives
I- Allgcation of flats to low-ineome women-haaded howscholds

2- Development of poverty cradication plan with incorporation of gendér perspective
3w Increasing the number of women covered by social secunly 1o .. .

II. Edu¢ation and frading of women
A- Exgimples of successful policies, programs and projects to implemeny the oriticel aveas of
comeern of e Beifing Platform for Action (Yadicate any targers and strategies ser and veloted

achievemenis)

1. Implementaton of note 62 of the 2 Five-Year Development plan on identification and
enreilment of school-aged children in primary schools with an emphasis on gitd children,



2. EBstablishment and development of boarding schools in mral and poraadic areas to promote
intermiediary education (sorme 136 of 480 total of such schools are dedicated for gidls .

3. Reduoction of femals illilemey rate to hall of its rate in 1990 {the Islamic Republic of Iran was

awarded by UNESCO for its achuevements in literacy carmpaign.)

Establizhenent and development of evening schools for young mothers o allow them eccss to

forimal education :

Increasing the number of technical dnd vocational scheols dedicated for gils (.. )

Elimination of gender disparitics in acgeas to all areas of education ks agricultural engincering

Closing gender gap 1n cducabion of seienge, mathematics snd applied seiences

Allowing access of refugse women of Litle or no education with appropriate level of education

. Increasing to 71 percent women’s literacy rate Irora 61,8 percent ten years ago

1D Holding technical, voeational conrses for disadvantage women

11. Providing non-formal edueation for rural women thrmugh literacy campalgn movement

12. Prometing wemen™s life skills, scientific koowledpe on health and reproductive health throwgh
special TV programs

13, Commissioning & commillse to elaborate recemmendations and develop curticuls, rexibooks and
teaching aids free of gender-based stareotypes for all level of education

14, Inauguration of farmly studies course in university

15, Inaugnration of & major on women' studies in master Jevel

16, Increasing sdimission of girls to the wniversities ftom 47 percent to 52 parcent in 1998

17. Increasing the munber of girls stedyiog in techmeal and vocational training courses (girls
constifutcs 60 pereant of total number of students stadying in the voeational and training schools,
centers and informal vocational and lraining courses)

18, Inclusion of a subject on women's nights 1o universily courses o improve legal Hcracy i
Ryt Fy [~y ]

19, Holding different workshops, trining courses and senunars on women®s role in industry and
EC1S1ICE

20. Developing information programs wilk respeed for muluingoalism  through lecal mdio and TV,

21. Prometion of Farsi lingoage courses in areas whose language dilfers (half of the parlicipants in
¥arsi classes arc women)

22, Allocation of a portien 1 public expenditure (annual budged) W0 women's sports activitics

sh
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B-Examples of obiwacles enconnteraddesions learngd

E. Unwillingness of cectain parents toward vocational and technical training of the girks

C-Copypeitpent fo fuihre aoiiansew iniflotives
1. Muodification of the existing educational and training methodologies to promaote saciability of
girl-child

2. Promotion of women specialists in high level of educational decision-making
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3. Bemoval of gender stereotyped images fromn the text books and curricnia
II1. Women and Health

A. Fxamples of swecessfie! pollcles, programs and profects toe implement the critical greas gf
concern of the Beijing Flatform for Action (Indicate any targers and srm.reg fox sef qnd reluted
achicvements)

1. Eztablishenent and development of countiy’s health network system which covers 24 percent

of sl peplation and 100 percent of whan population providing reproductive health care

services inter alia

2. Decentralization of health senvices and their extension to rural and the remotest areas, inter
alia, fhrongh rural health honses

3. Encouraping men through mass media, TV in particular, to share equally in child care and

household wark

4. Enforcement of labor law which requires accessible recreational and spors faciities to
workers and employees, male of female, and their famalics too

5. Providing low-cost penetic counscling to the would-be spouscs

1. Launching campaign through mediz and vidoo elips to inform wamen and girls on addiction
and substance abuse

7. Launching media campaign o address (he prevenlion, sarly deleclion and treatrnont of breast,

cervical and other cancers of the reproductive system

8, Cwganizing monthly health contest and awarding the winners with 4n sim to promote health

awareness of women

&, Bnactment of a legislation to increase matemity leave from three to four months up to three

children and providing lactating wormnen with an hour leave daily to breast-feed their children

atid ealling emplovers to establish nursing units

0. Molding AIDS and other 8TD awareness programs country-wide and vulnerable areas in

particu]ar

1. Promotion of contraceptive methods invelving men, for instance vasectorny

12. Launching organized efforts through labor health hovscs to cncourage men to take

responsibility for their sexual and reproductive behaviors

13. Successfil implementation of farmly planning programs which has led to decrease of

population growth rate from 2.7 to 1.5 at prosent

14. Appointiment of women advisors in medical universitics to Increasc women n leaderslap

position sin the heatth profossions

15. Holding different courses on development journalism with an emphasis on population and
family planning m coopecation with UNFPA

16. Beduction of maternal mortality by 50 percent of the rate in 1990

17. Introduction of national food secacity plan with smphasts on sulnerable groups

18, Establishment of famale spotrts clubs in less-developed vezions

19, Buppeding imvolvement of women NGOs active In health progoam 10 impoove reproduciive

health awareness of women and girts



20.Holding workshops 1o address girls” pubecdy problems and ensure facilitation of a healthful
trangition frorn childhood to adultheod

21. Vacecination of girls in schools against Genman measles

72 Recognition of ATDS treatment and compilation of national strategy [or anti- AIDS campaigm
23. Inclusion of a family planning suwbject in different university courses

B-Examples of ocbstacles encountercdidessans

1. Demographic features: somic 51 percent of the country’s population are nnder 19
2. Privatization policy in health and medical scofors provents carly detection of diseases

L-Comueliment o furtlier aclions/new fnifiative

1. Paying due attention to social scounty system to promote it to cover more women

2. Taking proper measures to further cocourage to share cyually in their reproduciive behavior
3. Further promotion and comiry-wide development of women comrunity-based NGOs
invedved in health care acfivifies

I¥. Yialence against women

A= Examples of sucoessfnl policies, programs and profects fo fmplenient the critical aveas of
conrcern of the Beffing Pleiforn: for Acfion (Fndicate auy targees end strafepies yet and related
aclicvremenis)

1. Bnactroent of a legislation 1o recriit [emale police {oree

2. Modification of the rules lor emnployment of the Taw epforcement forees to allow employment
of women forces for campalzn agmnst women offenders

3. Providing consullation nd carrying reseatches on perpettators of vielencs to prevent the
reoumrence of such violence

4, Offering free legal consultation to wemen victims of viclance it judiciary

5. Designating a day of the annval women's week az day for defending women azainst home
violence

6. Condemnation of vielsnee agaimst women by the Leader of the Bslamic Eowolntion and other
religions and political figurcs

1. Launching media campaign to denounce violenes against women within cither family or
society

8. Suppressing customs and iRditons winch invokes violenss sgamst women through rass
media

9. Effcctive enforeement of law against the perpetrators of practices and aols of violence against
WOIIETL

10, Selting up a cormnitize for elimination of violence against women in the Center for
Patticipation of Women



11. Qpening a special branch for women victims of viclence within the non-governmental
organization for Defending Vietims of Vielsnes and establishiment of a safe shelter for women
victims of violence

12, Introduction of a plan for prevention of wils prosscution

B-Exomples of ebstacles cnceuntercdlessons fearmed

1. Lack of nreper official records on acts of violense poipelrated  against women

2. Bovercipnty of the patronal athitnde 1n the socicty

3. Lack of appropriate national mechanisms for women victims of violenos to repost the cases of
violence

C-Cownnliment to further acifons/iiow fnitiative

1. Further establishing and developrnent of safe sheltors
2. Developing counseling centers
3. Effective enforcement of penal and civil law

V. Women and armed conflict

A Examples of stecassfal palicies, pragrams and profecis te implesment the oriticel areas of
cencern of the Beifing Platform for Action (Indicate any targers and sirategies scf and velated
achifevemenis)

1. Ratification of convention on banming production and stockpiling chemical weapons

2. Bigning of the Comprebensive Test Ban Treaty

3. Establishiment of the Martyr Poundation to render finarcial, psychological, consultative, legal,
edireational and housing facilities to martyr's families

4. Flodding different senunars to henor and highlight women's role in sacred defense [1980-538
Traqi war against Iran)

5. Providing wourten with disabibities from war with different types of support by the Wostazafan
vg Janbazan Foundation § foundation for disabled war veterans and the deprived )

. Providing dizplaced and women refugees with shelter, racans of subsistence, educational and
training facilities

7. Congidering special quota to martyrs” fanmlies inchuding, their widews in university enteance
examination

8, Establishment of 33 refugee cammps where refiugees specially women receive family planning
services, AlDS-preventing programs, vaccination against mfections diseases and specially TB

0, Training wotnen refigee volunteers to follow up implementation of health programs

16. Congidering a post of advisor in Defense Ministoy for women affairs and appointment of a
women to this post

10. Supporting Afghan Women NGOs
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B-Fxamples of abstacles encounteredidessons learned

I. Lack of sufficient financial support by the intcmalional comuneamby
2. Geopolitical status of Lran, which 15 logated in 3 trovble-sorme region, 1sads to confinuous
influx of refngecs

3. Refugees presence cavsed [unher dedtruction of environment
4. Refupees throatens social seournly

C-Commitment e further acions/hew fnifialive

1. Broadening country's covperation with intemalional erganizalions
2. Providing the gronnds for military and self-defense of women
3. Promefion of women presences 10 defensive 1ssucs

¥1. Women and the economy

A- Exemples of suceessfif poficies, programs and profects o implement the crifical areas of
conrcern of the Befiing Platforin for Actiorn (Indicale uny ddveets end xivetepics sei and related
aclicvemenis}

1. Incorporation of gender perspective into the country™s 3 Five- Year Devalopment Plan

2. Enforeement of a legislation on coordinated payment system

3. Modification of Labor Law to accept part fime work of women

4. Allocation of more than three billion rdals for home employment programs to integrate roval
arl female-headed households into productive employment and the ecortomic mainstream

5. Strengthening hnam Xhomeint Relicf Commitics (a3 a community-based support systen) to
help women m poverty to withstand cconomic hardship

G. Lending interest-fice louns to 27,000 numl disadvantaped wenien and women-headed
households

7. Allocation of five billion nals credit to productive and agncultural cooperatives

. Exemption of those cooperatives 70 percent of whose sharcholders are wonen

©_ Establishment of mural women’s cotlag: indusirics

10 Irnplementation and development of Zeinab (A5} Projeot a5 a sproial window to lend fo
waomen for agnicullural purposcs

11. Bstablishment and devclopment of cooperatives of women carpet weavers

12, Bxchange of mural visits between rural women of Iran and those of China, Pakistan,... within
the frarnework of south-south cooperafion to providing them with the opportunity to lean about
each country’s econcmic and social conditions

13. Holding serninars and workshops to taake mral women famlar with their vole in sustainable
development

14, Holding educational-consultative workshops
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15. Organizing exhibitions of women's bandicrelt industeies aud providing wornen with
markcting opportunity on the sidelings of the exhibitions

L. Providing disabled women, with training courses to inprove self -amployment enabling them
to find a means of subsistence

17. Promotion of equal rigtt of women 1o be members of trade unions and professional and
20014] OTEANTEALIONS

B-Fxamples of ebstacles encounteraddessons learned

1. Decrease of government overall incone due to the decline of oil prices in the world market
2, Women's abgence in high level of economic decision making

3, Iinposing unilateral economic sanctions zgainst {ran

4, Digtance hebtsreen consumers and producers reduced women®s preduction cooperatives

5, Microcredizs offered to tural women have increased their self-confidence and self reliance in
Women.,

C-Conumitment 1o further actlonshiaw inltladive

"1, Proviching women with differant means of pruduction
2. Bolstering women's economic grganizations both in cities and villages

YII. Women in power and decision making

A« Examples of successful policics, programs and prefeces to implement the crivical areas of
carccrn of the Beifing Pletform for Acifen (Indiceic any tavgeés and stratcgies set and reloted
delievemenis)

1. Developroent of mechangsms and {rainng coursss © eneourage women to participate in the
electoral process, political activities and other decision-making areas

2. Appointment of 3 woman ag vice-president, bead of the Environtnental Protection
Organization and 2 member of the cabinet

3. Appointment of 3 woman as a presidential advizor and here membership at the cabinct

4, Appointment of 2 woman as presidential advigor in political affairs

5. Appointment of a wornan as presidential advisor in charge of press affaivs

6. Appointments of women as deputy health minister, deputy culture and Jziamic gudance
minister, Interior ministry’s divector general for administration depastment, district mavor,
director geperal of indestties minisiry’s administration department, director general of revenues
aind expeEnses i country’s retirement organization

7. Appointment of wromen as deputy director peneral in juskice department

3. Appointment of a woman to head a branch of state punishment organization

9. Appointment of wromen judges



10, Encouraging women'’s pacticipation in the newly-emerged political parties of Kargozaran |
those serving in the course of construgtion) and Moshaeekat (I2lamic Imn's padicipation front)
11. Providing carcer-development programs and ensuring women's equal aceess o mansrenal,
technical and leadeshup traning including on-the-job training

12, Holding morc thap 200 seminars country-wide 1o promote women awarencss about the
mmmcipat glections held it February 1999

13, Providing special facilities o women catididates by media 0o ron for the municipal clections

4. Election of 300 wormen {or the membership in the cily couneils (women represents in slmeost
all city councils across the country)

15. Election of more women WPs (the mymber of women MPs has increaged from, 9 10 14 MPs
16, Offerng rajning coursges in leadership and decision-making, public speaking and self-
assertion .

B-Examples of ebhstacles encounteraddessons learncid

1. Wherever woraen dare to be nominated the society will accapt their roles

2. Lower access of women to financial rescurces impedes them from renning for the efections
3. Limited nomination of wromen by the political parfies contributes lack of more wormen
candidates

C-Commiiptens to fiurtfer petfons/mew inftiative

1. Encouraging politicad parties and NGOs w0 nominate more women candidates

2, Promotion of women’s self-confidence through media campaipn,

workshops and seminarg

3. Further development of career-development prograrns including managerial, technical and
leadershup training courses throngh an-the-job teaining inter alia workshops and seminars

YIII. Imstitotional mechanisms for the advancement of women

A. Examples of xuccessful policies, propreams ard projeciss fo buplepeent the crifical areas of
concern of the Beiingr Platform for Aetion (Tadicate any tergets aond sirefepies sef and reloted
achiicvements)

a. Exccutive Branch

. Appointment of a woman as vice-president, head of the enviromment protection
arzanization and member of the cabinet

2. Upgerading former wormen bureaw to the Center for Women Patticipation and
menbership of its hiead in the cabinst and presidential advisor in charge of womsn
affairs



3. Establishment of a headquacters on wommen alfairs 10 the education ministoy
4. Formation of worten advisory post in the Defense Mindstey

5. Devclopment of governmental women ¢ooperatives under the mingstry of
cooperafive

6. Establishment of research centers 10 sludy weornen’s 15508s uider the suporvision of
the exccntive branch

7. Establishment of a burcas for women in the culturs and Izlamic Relattons
Organizations :
& Promotion of an active policy of mainstresming 8 gender  porspective in the 37
Devrelopment Plan

B. Legisiature

2. Formation of 3 special [amily, women and south in the Klamie Consullative
Assembly (Parliament) to promote gender perspestive in legislation and policies
3. Establishment of 3 special office lor women allairs in the Parhament

., hidiciacy
3, Upstadine woimen affaivs offices in Judiciary to a divectorate peneral
4. Formation of special judicial family center with 334 branches

D. Institations woder the supervision of the Leader of fhe Islamic Revolution

4 Establishment of 3 special commbes in the sxpedienscy couneil

B-Examples of obstacles encountersdiessons learned

1. Parallel institutions imposing dupheation of works

2. Lack of sufficicnt budget

3. Lack of a propet reporting system 1o take information relevact b women issugs

C-Conunitiment to frrther setionsiieen fitiative

1, Twpther promotion of govermnental mechanism for advancement of wormen.



IX. Human righis of women

A, Exemeples af stecessful palicics, pragrams and profecis te implement the ovitical areas af
concers of the Beifing Platferm for Action (Tndicate any targers and sirategies sef and reloted
JdeRieVerRaIg)

1. Providing fres legal consultation and promoting legal literacy by the judiciary on women's
rights

2. Review national iaws jincluding legal practices in the area of family, civil, penal and labor laws
to remmove gender Biss in the Administration of Justice

1. Prowviding womten with the oppottunity 10 be judges, advocates or other officers

2. Inclusien of & subject on women's rights in university courses

3. Development of women offices in Judiciary to promote legal literacy and providing women
with legal copsultation and alse cairying rezearches on harman rights of women

4, BEstablishment of special family courts

5. Implementation of family reconciliation plan by the Welfare Organization and Justice
Dreparttnent.

& Adjustiment of marriage portion with the inflation rate in case of divorce

7.Revision of the law on children’s guardianship

2. Holding seminats on revision of civil law by a women NGO

9. Dealing with women’s rights within the framework of a seminar on regional arrangement of
human rights

1 Holding a seminar on future perspective of [ranian wornen

1 1. Commissioning a special committes fo study probability of Iran’s adherence to the
Comvention of Elimination of Alf Fonns of Disciimination Against Women [CEDAW)

12, Holding different seminars and workshops on women's rights by WGOs

1 3. Establishiment of the Islamic Heman Rights Commission one of whose departments iz
dedicated w0 deal with women®s rights

14 . Publication of legal magazines specialized an women's rights

B-Examplcy of obstacles enconnteraidizesons fearned

1. Impraper awareness of women about their legal rights

2. Laek: of steong mechanisms for prometiog human rights  of wromen
3, Impraper enforcement of lavws

C-Conmltment to fhirther aclions/new fritiative

1.Accession to CEDAW

2. 8trengthening relevant women NGOs
3 Review and medify, if noccszary, the Iaws

1a



X. Women and the media

A- Examples of siuccessfuf policics, programs and projects to implement the critical areas of
corcern of the Bokfing Plaiforie for Aciten fIndicoie any tavgets end sirategics
sarf and refared gelievements)

1. Appoinkvent of a wornan sz presidential advizor in charge of press affairs

2.Development of a special women affairs office in the Isiwmic Ecpublic of ITran Broadcasting
{TIB) to promote public awarcness on womeén stalus and chanpe contineed projection of
negative 2nd degrading images of womcon in media communicattons especiatly T.V

3. Development of women’s education, ttaming and employiment fo promote woinen's eqpal
access to ali areas and levels of the media

4. Promotion of women’s participation n the media mecluding management, programming and
research

5, Ingreasing the nomber of programs for and by woinen to address women's nesds and concems
O Jnereasing the number of woinen working as jounalist, reporter, editor, editor-in-chief, deputy
editor-in-chief and managing dircctors

7. Promotion of publications for women and run by womcen

8 Holding seminars cn women’s ole In mass media

O.Increazing number of fomale memberz of the press guild

10.Formation of Association of Women Joumalizts

i1.Establishment of the Association of Women and Media

i2.5ctiing up a lask-force on women and family nation wide TV netarork E

13.Publication of special dalies and periodicals on women

B-Examplcs of ebstacles ernconntersddcssons fearmned

1.0bscrvance of Islamic moral values it media has confributed in nereasing parficipation of  #
WOomen in media acliviies

2.Under-represcntation of wormnen in kigh level decizion-making

3.Insufficicney of the specialized training courses fr women

C-Comndtment to furtfier aofions/mew inilintfve

1. Taking steps to antraducs suacessinl women through media

2. Promoling public beliel spectally among women about the neceszity for women to undortake i
appropriate rols m the Jeveloptisnt of the ¢oyntny lhrough media

il



XI. Women and Environmeni

A= Exawples af successful policies, programes amid projects to implement the eritieq! areas of
concern of ifie Beffing Platforns for Action (Indicate any targets and sirategios set and refated
ackicvemernis)

1. Appointment of & wormen as vice-president and head of the Enviconmental Protection
organization (EP0) and member of the calinet

2. Introduetion ¢f national consmnption patter

3, Creation of 2 special department in BPQ) for training and progeamaming with an aim to promaote
rural women’s contribution to environmental protection activities

4, Allocation of necessary credit to Implement 26% teaining projects on naturel resouress and
rural women '

5. Holding teaiming workshop on safety of women working with chemical substances { to reduce
rsks to wornen from identified envirotunental hazacds at wotlishop )

6. Holding workshops on women parttcipation in environrental protestion with an aim to
increase propoction of women in presenting natural resoucces

7. Organizing 4 $eminar on women's key role in lessening

hazards of carthoguakas

5. Organizing & seminar oo women aond eovirmnmmeant to introduce environmentzl congems o
WOINCTL

9. Implementation of  "national cesources and rural women" project 1o jndrease their
snvironenental awareness

10.Suppartine wommnen errviromnental NGOs

1] Tmplementation of Baghaa (survival) project o monitor kealth condition of cacpet weavers, 70
peteent of whom are women, znd to nuprove thelr awareness on hazards of their workplace

12 Holding the first festival on environmental hife skills in schools with an emphasis an
participation of girls

B-Examples of ebstacles encountereddessons learncid

1. The more woren are framed and involved i envirommental issues more nataral regoirces are
preserved

C-Commiirent to further acifons/ew iniliaiive
1. Encouraging establishment of more women NGOe active in environmmental issues

2. Establishing appropriate mechanisms to utilize women potentials to reduce environmentsl
damages

12



XL Girl-child

A. Examples of successiul policies, progroms and proiccts to implement #he critical areas of
corcern of ihe Beiiing Plalforsy for Action (Indicat any targels and straicgics sel and related
achiievemcrils) '

1. Commissioning 3 special committes to address problems of gid-childeen in the Center for
Women Parlicipalion

2. Vaceination of girls in schools

3. Promotion of girl-child awarensse on pubetty process thiough the network of health texchers
4, Addressing adolescenge proflems of givl-child through different workshops

5, Eneouraging and supporing NGOz and communicy-hazed organizations w changs negative
attitudes and practices toward girl-children '

& Encourging masses, according wo Islamic teachings, w have affectionate behavior towands
girl-children

7. Launching 8-hour spesial nalion-wide imining courses for parents on family izsucs with an
emphasiz on girl-childesn through Association of Parenls and Teachers

5. Holding a seminar on street-children with an emphasis on girl-children and sposial workshop
on girl-child ncluding preventron of child prozegution, girl-children’s health

¢, Carrying nationwide reseavches on girl-<bild stvation both in mral and soban areas and study
to find reasons behind gicd’s deop-out of educaticn system

10, Publication of 3 special monthly dealing with wnder-18 girl™s issoes

11. Establishment of 663 recreational and sports elubs for mural zitl-child by the Ministry of
Agiculiurs

12, Bstablishment of national asseciation for defending children’s nghiz by a women lawyer
13. Enactrnent of & legistation to establish a general direttorats for girls” physical training

B-FExamples of obstacles encounteredessons leavned

Thete is no specific ebstacles in this regard.

C-Comeitmant to furtlier acilonsaw inlilarive

1. Designing suitable mechanisme especially thircugh schools for recording probable cases of
vinlence asainst girl-children

2. Review civil law to promote further protection of givl-child’s rights

3 Remirval of gender stereotyped inrages in textbooks ad curricnla

4. Further expansion of sports Sacilities for girl-childeen
5. Betablishment of safe shelters for girl-children victims of viclence
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ANNEX II

Population and Fextility

* Population size 60,055 488

* Population aged O-4 @ 6,165 024
O-14 : 23,725,545
549 29,423 654
804 : 3,978,127

* Population by urban distribetion @ 36,817, 780
¥ Population by reral distobotion @ 23,237,609

* Population growth rate @ 1.5

* Total fertility rate ; 3.1

Mortality

* Infant mortality rate © 16in 1,0KK
¥ Under-five moztality rate ; 33 m 1,000
¥ Matcrnal mortabity rare @ 37.4 i 100,000

* Population with access te health services @ 85 %

Reproductive health

* Contraceptive prevalence rate ; 55.4 %
¥ Percent of births attended by traned health personnel @ 86 %
= HIV prevalence : %71 ¢ases

ender eqeality in education

* Ration of literate females to males at apes 15-24 - 96 %

Economic activity

¥ Unemployment ratio : 9.1
* Employment-population ratio © 9009



* Percent of Jabor force engaged in agriculmre ;| 23.04%
* Percent of labor force engaged in industey : 30.7%
* Percent of labor force engaged in services © 44.5%
* Pepcent of labor force engaged in upspecified works : 1.76%
* Pepcent of labor force by employment stams ;
# Percent of labor force engaged in private sector: 67.21%
* Percent of labor force engaged in public sector: 29.22%
* Percent of labor force engaged in cooperatives: 0.39%
* Percent of labor force engaped in unspecified sector: 3. 18%
* Percent of children aged 10-14 who are working © 3%

* GDP per capita
(Market price): Rls. 230,731.4 Wllion
(Factor price ). Fls. 280, 385.4 billion

Income and poverty

* Tural hovschold income per capits @ Rls. 5 865 027
* 1Irban household income per capita: Rls. 9,879,358
* Proportion of children under age five underweight @ 15.7

adult Lreracy rate 79,5

* Literacy rate of 13-24 year-olds (92 86

* Met primary enrollment ratio . 1192

* Pepeent reaching grade Scompletion of grade 4: 89,2

Housiog and environment

* Floor area per person : 11 s.m

* Mumber of peigons pet room ;1.4

* Percent of population with aceess to adequate sanitation: 95%
* Percent of popukation with access to safe drinking water: 95%
* Parcent of population with access o electricity: 83.3%



