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Tranaiataed From Spaniaa

Currsant aituatien of wemen in Uruquay

Prﬁgr&ﬁs gince Beliitg

Womearn make vp 516 per oent of the population; they have a life axpecbancy
af bdrth of TE.18 years and the proportion of wometn in the eldexiy gopulatricn ise
inercosing, wwith bbe zeselt thak, in Lhe 13 per cent of the population aged GS
and over, the number of women aged 85 and owver L5 twice bhat of men.

The literacy rate ia 36 .2 per cent for women and %5.3% pear cenk for men, and
wonmen onrrently accocunt far &8 .2 per cent of universicy seudents.

Women moks up 43.4 cer cent oF bhe sconomlcally ackive popuelation; in other
words, 45.5 per ceot |[of Uruguayan women aze on the labour markek, which bhay
enter with a high lewel of sdusaticn {thrae out of Tour womsn aave posht-
geccadary education)] . Howewver, only one cut of four managera is a womsn, sng
che gender wage gap and berriers to women's promokbicn persiskt, particularly in
the private Ssctor.

Folitios is ansther area wwhepe bhe ictegrabion of woreen is proving veroy
slow: in the 12 mindstries thab oxist at pregenl, only one of 12 Miniaters, obe
under-gecretary, thres diractors-gansral and five assistant direstors-general
are womeinl. There are alsc only sewven women deputiss out of 9% and two women
ganabors out of 0.

In eduwratlon, chere has been a mejor lrmprovement since the previcus
Admindshoabion wonar ouerantly £411 sewven of khe 12 Soverbment coats dn chie
araa. There has alse been a significant increass io bhe number oF women in
departmental goveroments, and thero are 1223 wioen fown gouogillors or albernaktes
in the gountry. It should be noted that these are honorary posibions.

Thaere has been oo sigoificenk increase in the aember of women it the
lesdersnip of Erade uciong; obly one of the 15 members of Ehe Zecretariat of the
largest trode uwnion foderatison [(Plonaris Inbessindical de Trabajadores/
Zonvencicn Nagional de Frabajadores (PIT-C8FT)) is o woman. Howewern, bhe muamber
of women delegates to trade uniocn congressges has increased (E4.68 par cankt of
delagates to the lateat congress, held in ¥Howvember 1996) .

A similar situaticon eoxisbs in the countyy’s political varties: although
women' s committees have baen established in 211 of them, women continuec ko B
urder-regrasenced in gowvernment bodiez, {One womsn recently took office ak the
highegr level of [he =axcide Hacional.

L natricnal women's commitbes has been asataklished in the Partids Colorado
[Ehe ruling party)] for the apecific purpose o implementing poogrammss QL
supperk and training for womer cardidatea. It ahounld be aoted that members of
Ehis commibtes are appointed by women themzelvez in the warious sectores, a fact
which givas these leaders legitimacy.
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Variocus proposals for a guota sysbem have hesn rejected.

Batriarchel cultural factors continue to have = major influsences in @
society thak A5 gesisbtant ko change, eo that change ia wery slow in coming.
Unfortunataly, it L5 in educaticn at all lewvels, that the meinstreaming of &
getder perapactive has becn leoask sucoessiul.

In U:uguay, as ir the rest of the region, both the Sixkh Regicnal
Conferencs, Wwikh ifg Reglonal Pregramme of Acbicn for cthe Women of Lacin America
and ihe CaribPean, apd the Foprlth Woerld Conference on Women, with ita Platform
for Action, gave rise Lo a soeial movensent which bag spread throughout the
country as a result beth of women’s mokilization and of Cowvernment ackion ab the
local ard neticital leve%sﬁ .

Very briefly, the Efallowing ﬁasitive developments took place in civil
gociety during 1386,

1. Eatablishment of the Housewivas and Comsumezr Pretesbion Laagus which
caryently has owrer 500 members in the capital cikcy, dyvawn from all sopie-
coonomis bBackgrounds and occupational groups, and is expanding through branches
thraughowt the gountry. Its membership iz genuinely pluralist and it works
continually, through forung, discussiens, coursesz, the medis and effective
interaction with cother women’s srganizabions, Lo traln wometl, partlcularly,
houzewives, to defend their rights and fully to exaercise bhefr rights as
citizens. Ite activities even inelwde the proedbicon of & hougewives' retirement
lkiil, and it has joined wvarious international networks.

. Bstalbl wstnant of the Fationral Asscclaticon of Rural Women's fSroups,
made up &f owver T women memberz from wvaricus groups which have sucoesded in
increasing their cutpur acd also their natlonal wilalbkility by, inter alia,
participating in the country’s biggest rural expeosicion this year and from other
rural women*s groups such =3 the Wruguayan Hetwork ofF Buzal Womsn's Groups and
the Federaticn or Agricultural Cogporatives.

A, Exgansion throughout Ecwador, in 1835, of the Yruguaysn Women
Politicians' Hetwork, whioch fortierly exigted onlw in the capital city and which
ims made up of women momiaers OF Ehe political partlee repregented in Parliament.
Purguant to Strategic objeckiws IV.2 of the Begiopal Programme of Leotien for the
Women oFf fatin hrerica and the Cartbbesn, 19%5-304901, Ehe Fetbwark Las begun Ro
promokbe. posilbive medsures to create the neceazary conditions for women’s
gquitable parficipation and political representaticon in trade unions, pelitical
parties and cther fuzrwal apd informal areas of civil society, holding training
workshopa to empower future womeon candidates. Bepeficiaries parbiclpate
gokively in the deslgn and preparstion of the inpuks which they Toocive,
fopusing espacially on the exexcize of avwtcoomy as one slemesnt of empoweoment,
Particularly in the <apibal gity, they stwdy the bills bkeing discussed in ]
Parliament and hawve in turn submitbed soveral 2i)lls toe poilipical parkiss.  They
also conducted an opinicn poll on women's= political participation.

d ., Basbabliskhment in May 12586, ooon coopletion of the activities of the
Truguay Initiative Sroup, ofF & Fatioosl Covmifiles bo Follow-up the Beijing
Coomil tments .
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Thia cowmitiee hes coordinatad iks activities «with warigus pre-exiating
non-governmental organizations (K308}, including local branches of bhe Women
Politicians' Betwork, and iz working accively chrougheut Urngusy, by maans of
neerings, seminars and oourses, Lo provide braining with a gender persgective,
promote women®s rights as cibizens aod wmonicor and follew un the Government'a
Fulfilment of the cocrmitmente made in Caivre and Belijing btheduwah, inker alis,
racommondat Lons b 0.

Govarnmankt _sobicn

With respect to Goveroment acticon, it is imporkapt Lo mentisa the
esbablishment of six committees, each of which includesz representatives of oivil
sogiakby:

1.  Coomitbtes for proposals relakiog to, and Eollow-up of, the coonmitments
made in Beliing on 12 September 1995, The Commithbeoo has o Goreroment
counterpart, which functions through the Hational Insbitute for the Family and
Women anpd 14 made up of representatives of the Ministriea of the Ecopomy, Labourp
and Social Scourity, Peblic Health, Housing, Regional Flanning and tha
Envircoment, and Bdupation amd Julkprse;: it also hee 13 working committess made
up of rapresentacives of civil socliety.

2. Women's Rights Commitcea, eskbaplished on L0 Wowrsobher 1836, which ie
chaired by the Minitater for BEducation and Culturs and made up of represegtabives
of the Watlonal Institute for the Family and Womsn, Ehe Mindstey oF Labour atd
Speial Securily, the Wational Mincrs' Institukbte (IS, legislators, feminists,
lawyers and sociolegiskts. Ik t2 organizing a major matiomal survey of Uruguayan
women to asgertain their vwiews <0 bbe siluation of womenz rights tEhroughout the
country. LB is also develspiog dender perepective modulez for cocurses caught at
the achool for civil sarvanks of the Faticoal Civil Serviee Office (CHEC) in the
OfFice of the President of tha Republic, It plans bt roview legislalicon
specifically concerning woman.

3, Honorary Coumictee on ®ural Women, established on 11 Deagembkaer 1596
under the Ministry <f Livesbogk, Rgriculture and Fisheriesz and made ap of
repregentatives of two Sovernment Ministzies, the Wabional Institute for the
Familw and Women a4 foulr woman' s DS,

4, Roncrary Advisory Copmitbes on Sexnal and Repaoductiwve Health, made uap
of professors, representatives oF the Ministry of Public Health (Sexuaal and
Eeproductive Heoalbh Progranos) and the Mational Institute for the Family and
HWamer: .

5. Triparfifce Compictes for Bgquality of Treatment and Jpportunity,
established on 7 Marcsh 1857 and made np of repregentacives of the Ministry of
Labtour and %ocial Security, the Wabional Josbitwbe For the Family and Women, two
huginess associations and representatives oi working women (PIT-CET). It &5
organizing braioing o¢ourses with a gender perapective for Ministry of Labour and
Sooial Sedupity ingpectors, focusing particularly on the implementaticn of Act
Ho. 18,0885 [(Equaliby of dprortuiiby and Treatment ot} .
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s, fﬁlntﬁxmjnistgrial Jommittes for the Trevention of Domesatic Yiolence,
eatablished on 3 March 1598 and made wp of Lhe Minlster of the Interier, who
chaira it, the Minister for Bducation and Culture, bhe Migisbes Eor Public
Healbh, he Xatlonal Imstitute for cthe Family ang Women, the Nacicnal Lrime
Prevention Qffice, the [(female]) Chief of the Specialized Polica Ztatien for the
erotection of Womes, the weaen's healeth and domestic wielencs sections o cthe
Ministry of Public Hezlth and three WEIs. Ib L5 gesponsible Eor drafbing Che
naticnal plan for the prevention, detection and handling of domestic wivlencs
and for the coordinaticn of activities between the Fovernmaont and givil socdaby,
_In 1358, it coonceblrated alwmost exclusively on the drafring of a comprehansive
bill for the prevenkion and punicshment of domestic viclence, which iz alweady
bafore Parliament and which, If adopted without majow amebndmenls, will be che
most up-to-date and comprehensive legislation of iks kingd in Lhe reglom.

In addivion, a Fattomal Crime Prevention Office was established within tina
Ministry of ths Interisr, It 4% headed bv & woman and hazs a special section
dealing with domeskbis violeoss, permibting ogerdinated action between the
Mational Inatituta for the Family and Homen agd the oaliobnal police. Ik
additicn, seven sgecialized police stations for the probedsbion f women and Lwo
pEfiges of wonen's affalre have been establisned in the countiy’s interior and
there are programmez for the prevention of domastic violense and for assisting
rickdins of such wrislence.

In tha legislatiwve arsa, thers bBave heen three notable develogpmenta:
1. Domesiic wiolancs was criminalized in 198&5;

i The Convention of Belém do Pard was ratified and incorporated inte
damestie law sn 5 January 1896 ;

K Begulatisns Eor the enforcement of Aok Ho. 16,045 (Eguality of
Treatment and Opportunity Aok} were adopted on & Febhruary 1907, The Act had
been in £forca since 2 June 1939 hot was cob being applied. It includes the
cffenca of zerxual harassment, = fackt which gawe rise b exkensive natipnal
debatre and mediz coverage of the provisiona of tha hek.

In eazhky L3397, a women'2 health section was established in the planning
depsrtmant of the Ministry &Ff Public Health, in erder to provide apecial
agzistance to women more efficiently and to reaffipm women's full right to
healtlh and to comprehensive healch care.

In 1995,_in copperatior witn Che Thited Netiona Population Fund {UMFER}, a
gexaal and raproductive healblh progrance with a subpregravme on elective
motherhocd ang £athethood was implemented, basecd on research Carried oub by the
Honorary Rdviaory Coomittee on Sexual and Beproduckbive Health and ob coemunliy
aotion by oulbreach workere who go from howse to house in the poorest araas,
croviding informaticn and basis advice o women living there. L Jdomeastic
violence programme has been in operaticn since 1996 and, laskly, do 1398, &
Committee on Woment and the FPamily was astablished purswankt o diseckives izsued
b the Pan amerlcan Health Crganization (PREHD) .

Educational reforms arc undesr way, Eneluding:
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() Pull-time spesation of echoels in the poorest areas of the capital
cicy {12 in all):

(B Lowering the age of adwlssion to (compulsory} preschocl to 4 years.
This «will he ferther lowered to 3 years in 1399,

Eoth of these measures will result in children sponding more Bime in a
protecked schoel etwircament (the school day will be extended to eight howurs!
andg W11l considerably loprowve their lewvel of efucaticn, This will alsce benciib
rothers, parbicularly Lhose werking outelde the home, zince their houwsehold
reaponsibilities will ko lightened, apd they will bawve the comfort of belng akle
te leawe their children in a3 safs place wikh all services,

ODegpite lce limiced rescurcea, the Hationsl Institute for the Family and
Women bas inkroducsed 2 policy of direckt relations with HE0=2; it bries to suppoxk
and publicize their activibies and bss signed agreements with scme of them,
inclufing one to keep opon Lhe ooly shelter for women vickims of demestic
violenoe .

Meetings, woerkshops Bnd seminaxs on equality of trestment and opporbuwniby,
self-ecliemn, gender, family and deomestic vioclence hawve Feen held wich rural
women' s groups aod with womet 2 groups 1n the country 'z intericr and in the
capital Zity.

Howewer, it is kthe informabion cenbyes projecth thar does che most to help
and train women, by providing them wikh accurate, selected informabion, to
anser! bhemszelwves and to take fecisicns within the family on the kasis of that
informakion.

Through agzreemsnts Wiltlh municlpal governmsnts and, shortly, with the
Ministry of Public Bealth, infsrmakbion geuntres for women atrl the famlly have
been estaklizhed in most departmental capitals, Tiese senbtres disbribuke
leaflets, take calls, disseminate information apd provide referrals, depending
ot the problems raized. They act as a clearinghouse, particularly for
dpfsrmakion on oopnsnicy rescurces, governmentzl and otherwiza, and provide
information on e rights of women and their familiea in order to helpg women
take dacisions, Docors onpowsered and improwve thelir famlly's guality of life by
taking advantage of all the resourdcs available Lo bhem.

The penbres alzo coordirate many group activitiea, such as meetings and
whkhkGhops .

"7 At the departmental lavel, the Women' 5 Coamibbes of bhe Monbevideo
municloal government was established in 1391 and bas continued and cxpandsd Lbs
achivities in che following areza:

(a) <Comprehensive health care for women thodogh munieipsl pelyclinles;

(h) Comorehensive health care for adolescenta;

(o) & women's conbro, whiach offers specialized lemgal services for women at
four officez and provides a forum for women's mochings and disoussions;
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{d} & telephone hotline for women victims of domesbic violebtoer
{e} Training in <itizeoship.

The Cocomittee has 18 local branches, in which politicel organisarticns,
local qowmittees and neighbourhood councils have been eskbablished,  Meobers of
tna neighbourhosd counsils are elected by residents. Women make up 38 per cent
of the membersnip of neighbourhood councils and 5 per cent of that of local
committess,

This process has facllitated women' s participation in discussions and

dacisicn-making at bbe neighbourbeod lewel, but only on finding scluticons Lo
evaryday soTial problems, Howewer, it ecan be a wvery good firset opportunity for

gqeining practical axperience which Spould nolb be vnderestimated.

I Septetber 1935, INAME launched a teenage pregonanty oarec projoet whish,
by poordinating activicies with governmental and non-governmental organizabions,
eatablished A enktire nelkwork of colyclinics, daytime adolescent carae centies,

Ccrisis care seivieoes and shelbers providing soclsl servicea and health care with
2oecial emphasis on teenage precadaney .

Fublizhed by the ¥aticmal Institute for the Family angd Women.
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