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“We treasure the diversity of the
Pacific and seek a future in which its
cultures, traditions and religious beliefs

are valued, honoured and developed.” } /
The Pacific Plan 2005 A
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Cultural Mapping Project in PNG

© PNG National Cuttural Commission
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hroughout history, the unity in diversity in the Pacific has been the foundation for the

identity, continuity and sustainable development of the region. In societies throughout
the Pacific, this cultural diversity contains indispensable information about learning and
creativity. Pacific culture has manifested itself in different languages and through various
cultural expressions. It primarily takes the form of intangible cultural heritage (ICH).

ICH is a concept developed in contrast to tangible cultural heritage, which covers historic
monuments and sites. In the Pacific, terminologies such as customs and traditional
knowledge have long been used to describe the concept of ICH. This shows that ICH is not
a foreign concept to the Pacific people and that ICH simply needs to be translated into local
languages. For example, after lengthy discussions, the participants in the Tarawa workshop
in 2011 translated ICH into Anuara ma Kateira ake Rikiara in the Kiribati language, which
literally means “Attitude/Behaviour and Custom/Culture are Our Heritage”.

Lakalaka
© UNESCO

Oral traditions and expressions, including language as a vehicle of ICH

=
Performing arts f
Social practices, rituals and festive events Vanuatu Sand Drawings
© UNESCO

Knowledge and practices concerning nature and the universe
Traditional craftsmanship

Pacific ICH is living and hence constantly being recreated by communities, groups and individuals.

Pacific ICH has been modified through contact with the outside world, most notably by the adoption of ES
Christianity, through colonisation and by the progressive integration into a cash economy. %
Recently, because of the effects of globalisation and natural disasters, Pacific ICH has been in urgent §
need of attention and safeguarding, lest it be lost forever. §
S

This is why Pacific island countries have been redoubling their efforts to implement a range of ICH
safeguarding measures. Each Pacific island country has its unique ICH and faces varying challenges
according to the socioeconomic circumstances specific to each island. However, by sharing information
and experiences while employing safeguarding measures, each Pacific island country can learn about

and support one another.

Several Pacific island countries are State Parties to the Convention for the Safeguarding of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage that was adopted by UNESCO in 2003. Two ICH elements—the Lakalaka, Dances and

Sung Speeches of Tonga, and the Vanuatu Sand Drawings—are inscribed on the Representative List of

the Intangible Cultural Heritage of Humanity established by the ICH Convention.

Niue Meke Dance © Department of Niue Cultural Heritage



Partnership
ICH

Elders and ICH Safeguarding in Kiribati
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Documentation and
Recognition

ICH

Possible outline for an ICH inventory
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he Pacific heritage is a source of creativity

and innovation. A number of artists-
in-residence programmes are hosted by
Pacific countries for artists from both within
and outside the region. Building upon its
wealth of culture, including traditional crafts,
designs and navigation methods, the Pacific
region is building a culture industry with
cultural tourism at its heart. This is presenting

. o Nauru Children Performing Kiribati Dance
opportunities for generating income and ~ ©UNESCO/A. Takahashi

employment. When properly managed, community-owned tourism activities bring
economic benefits to local communities and provide unique opportunities for intercultural
dialogue between community members and visitors.

Welcoming Ceremony at Chief Roi Mata's Domain, World Heritage Site in Vanuatu
© UNESCO/E. Waterman
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Marshallese Master Navigator
© UNESCO/A. Takahashi

The Pacific, together with its land and oceanic areas, spans a quarter

of the planet. This is one reason why the region has particularly rich
traditional skills, knowledge and practices relating to the ocean. Civil
society organisations, such as the Voyaging Societies, established

across the Pacific island countries, have been playing an important role
in safeguarding and reviving the traditional navigation systems of the
Pacific. Thanks to their efforts, traditional ocean voyaging canoes are
rebuilt, and the transmission of specialised knowledge from the few
remaining master navigators to the young people is ensured. The Pacific
voyaging activities are thriving, spreading a message of environmental

protection and living together.
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Pacific Crew at Galalofa in Samoa
© UNESCO/A. Takahashi



& 1 Food security

Traditional economy in the informal sector and local system of

(F

ERADICATE gardening and agriculture

EXTREME POVERTY
AND HUNGER

Local-knowledge and mother-language based

@ 2 Universal primary education

ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL
PRIMARY EDUCATION

Non-formal education

3 Intergenerational transmission of knowledge in communities
Q and villages
- T el T e 2 AT i : ¢ PROMOTE GENDER
: e Py— - EMPOWER WOMEN
Two Chidren Bowing to Show Respect to an Elder  Traditional Way of Making Fire
© Ministry of Community and Cultural Affars, Palau © PNG National CLY\tural Commisgsion Empowerment of women
4 Traditional knowledge and skills of women and their
% recognition by qualification authorities
REDUCE
CHILD MORTALITY
Protection of child and mother
D 5 Traditional birth attendants and their training and recognition
The Pacific region has been developing the Pacific Register of Qualifications {P by health authorities

and Standards (PRQS) as a collaborative effort by the Qualifications Authorities
:{'VEI:E'?}YE MATERNAL

of Pacific island countries. This system aims to provide official recognition of
traditional knowledge and skills obtained by individuals mainly through non- @ 6

formal education and on-the-job training so as to improve their mobility and to

Prevention of diseases
Traditional performing arts in raising awareness

. e . 3 CCOMBAT HIV/AIDS,
ensure consistency among qualification systems across the Pacific. MALARIA AND OTHER

DISEASES Environmental sustainability
7 Traditional knowledge of nature and the universe
Basket Weaving OAO P hi
© ICHCAP/W. Park CNSURE artners p
SUSTARABILITY Traditional chieftain system as part of governance

qmp Cooperation development
el Cooperation development in ICH safeguarding to strengthen

PARTNERSHIP FOR . o
DEVELOPMENT intercultural skills and competences
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UNESCO PACIFIC
MEMBER STATES
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United Nations : _ United Nations International Information and Networking Centre .
Educational, Scientificand « Educational, Scientific and - | for Intangible Cuitural Heritage in the Asia-Pacific Region
Cultural Organization « Cultural Organization . under the auspices of UNESCO
UNESCO Office for the Pacific 132 Munji-ro Yuseong-gu
P.0. Box 615, Apia, Samoa Daejeon 305-380 Republic of Korea
Email: apia@unesco.org Email: info@ichcap.org
Phone: +685 24 276 Phone: +82 42 820 3507
Fax: +685 22 253 Fax: +82 42 820 3500
WWW.UNEesco.org/apia www.ichcap.org
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