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UNITEIJNATIONS Ni\TIONSUNIES

NOTE TO COlmESl'ONIJENTS

g June 2009

SECRETi\RY CENERAL'S MESSACE FOLLOWS

6TH ANNUAL YOUTII ,\SSEMBLY AT UNITED NATlO;"'S HEADQUARTERS
Oq;;anized by Friendship Ambassadors Foundation

and The lnternotionallustitute for Culfure and Peace

The 61h Annual Youth Assembly at the United Nations will take place at UN
Headquarters from S to 7 August 2009. The Youth Assembly has been held at the United
Nations for the past five years with the sponsorship of various Permanent Missions to the
UN. It is organi7.cd by the Friendship Ambassadors Foundation and the International
Institute for Culture aud Peace (both NGOs associated with 01'1). Its primary sponsor
this year is the Pemlanent Mission of Hungary to the United Nations. The Outreach
Division ofDPI, os well os Ihe United Nations Programme on Youth of DESA, are
involved in the planning and organizing of this year's even!.

This is the first year that Dr! is playing a collaborative and supportive role in the
Youth Assembly. This partnership falls in line with DPrs continued outreach efforts to
enhance and diversify its range of educational programmes, products and services aimed
at a youth audience, which the UN defines as ages 15-24. The Youth Assembly is
particularly important in engaging youth in the area ofMDGs, a priority issue for the UN
and an area of considerable interest and relevance to young people.

Participants will focus on Youth-Led Development toward lh~ success ofth~

Millennium Development Goals. They will participat~ in discussions and workshops
with specialists in the eight Millennium Development Goals. They will take away from
the experience a greater understanding of and appreciation for the work of the
Organization in this importaot area, and they will gain practical knowledge of ways they
can make a difference in their own communities.

In August 2008, approximately 600 youth leaders representing countries from
each continent participaled in the Youth Assembly. Il is anticipated thal there will be
hundreds of youth leaders in attendance again this year. A particularly large group of
youth will travel from China 10 attend this year's programme.

For more infomlation, please contac!the Group Programmes Unit of the
Department of Public Information, at (212) 963-1361 or (212) 963-6019, or visil the
Friendship Ambassadors website at: hllp:ffwww.faforgltmyouthassembly/ya_home.hlm.
Applications can be sent directly to: yaapplications@faf.org.

mailto:yaapplications@faf.org


lJNITEDN,\TIONS NATtONSlJNtES

THE SECRETARY-GENERAL

MESSAGE FOR YOUTH ASSEMBLY AT THE UNITED NATIONS
New York, 5 August 2009

It is a great pleasure to greet the participants in the 2009 Youth Assembly
at the United Nations, I thank the Permanent MisSion 01 Hungary, the Friendship
Ambassadors Foundation, the International Institute for Culture and Peace and
all others involved in making this event possible.

The world needs you to make the most of this gathering. We face
multiple, interconnected crises with severe impacts that fall disproportionately on
the young.

In 2007, for example, youth comprised 25 per cent 01 the world's working
age population yet accounted for 40 per cent of the unemployed. The global
economic downtum means that, in the near term, youth unemployment will
continue to climb. Unemployment rates tell only part 01 the story, especially for
the vast majority of youth who live in developing countries. For them, informal,
insecure and low-wage employment is the norm, not the exception.

Climate change, meanwhile, continues to threaten trcmendous uphcaval, saddl ing
young people with a crushing, unjust "ecological debt". At the same time, I am
encouraged by the contributions that young people have made to the debate on climate
change mitigation and adaptation. Their views and proposals can help build the
momentum necessary to "seal the deal" in Copenhagen later this year,

Indeed, young people have proven themselves to be dynamic actors in our work
for sustainable develupment. They have sotten involved in internatiOnal fQfllms such as
the Comnlission on Sustainable Development, and have helped their Governments and
communities to fannulate poverty reduction strategies, entrepreneurial schemes and
many other policies and initiatives.

Young people often lead by example: practicing green lifestyles,
promoting innovative uses of new technologies such as social networks. They-·
you -- deserve our full commitment -- full access to education, adequate
healthcare, employment opportunities, financial services and lull participation in
public life.

This Youth Assembly offers a timely opportunily to learn from and inspire
each other, I urge you to see your time here as a call to action. The world needs
each and every one of you to do your part in transforming our wortd and building
a more sustainable and equilable future for all. Please accept my best wishes for
a successful and rewarding experience.
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FRIENDSHIP AMBASSADORS FOUNDATION
CREATING Cl-OUAL EVENTS FOR NCO. AS 1'.;ACE KUILOING MW OEVELOPMENT TOOtS SINCE 1~7J

Associaled wilh the United "'ation. Depart menl or Publie Information

and an .....CO in Operational Relation. "ilh UN~;SCO

F"r (I\'er.15 '''''''',<. Fri.",Alrip .1mba.tl'ldurs Fmm(/"lir}ll IFAFI 1t,1.$ b<.Y!II " pl"""er ill {"dU"'t"'l: <,,,1,,,,,,1 "I"".illl:"

"m""l: d"·.,,,. <."0"""",,1".,' ... I" ",-d"r 10 promOI. """"Ull/lltk...I""dillg, l"Q1"",,'.,ism, ""d glo;",1 d.,·clop"'.'"
F.IF·" .,,,,,'i,·. III iM ,·"n'mu"lly "f<:il'i1 ."dely NCO, ufliliflled "'lIlt lit,· U"it.d N"ihm.' is u pu," u(lh,,1 mi"',,irm.

The Annual \'Qulh A...mbly al the U.N.

In 2009, the .nnu.1 Youlh A,sembly .1 Ih. U"iled N'lion'
(YA) wos p.ooucod ia full ponn.llhip ... ilh I!tt UN Deportmenl
or Public Inform'lion. and ... ith lhe invoh"n'I<fIl or the UN
Progran'Ul>< On Youlh. The YA i. ,upported by • host of
I'.".m""onl Mh.;"n$, UN offioi'I>, and the NGO oonunuaily
•ffili".d "',Ih Ih. UN, The pU'l'o" Of Ih••v,al is 10
promo" yoolh lod denlopn..nl fn ."pporl of Ih.
~till,nnlnnl Oev.lopm.nl Go.".

In 2009, n....ly 1100 yOUlh kod.roh;p del.gate. regi".red
from dozen. of ooun,,;n. The .nn....1 Y<>ulh A...",bly ha.
r...ured .peakors ""ch .$ Arun Gandhi, Kathy Ireland,
Anll.lique Kidjo, and Ro.-e",nd Jo... J.ok""" Th••"enl iJ
ptlrtioip",ory, involving young peoplo with civil ",<i.1y in ",.1
.nd mO>ll;ngrul ",ay. ",hil< tnIining them in how to makelheir
OWII .oc....ful NGO camp.;g"" wh'" th.y return bomo,

1010, FAP off.... Ih. MHI,n";,,nl Dn,lopm.n' L••d....b;p
p,ogr.mm, n;lh tbe UN_~lond'l<d Unl>'er.lly fo' Peae<,
In Clndad Colo", Co,l. RI.. , a p.rtne, In the nowvOnlu".

"[f \'OU ••n Ih, Impa<' \'0" h,,'. h.d on ,h. \'on'h (ond
youn~ .1 hu,l) oll.nding Ill. A nlbly l·on "'onld h, .... to
,h.d. )0'" 'y" from tbo hrighl" or hope.~

• P."le". Soh.l>, Projccl Manager, Unit<d N.tion.
De"elopm.nl Programme, Afg""";,~, P.,tkip.nl

··h i. duc I<l ~e Global Youth L.ad.... lOatl m.111 Ih. Youlh
A_mbly.t I.. UN Ihol will en.bi< me 10 punu< my pas.;on
evcn forthor," £Opera"". Gorei., Phi{jppi...,., P.rt"';plnl

•·OU/'o'DATION OFFEIlS SUPPORT TO
,,"GO [)PI CO;\IMU .....1TY-

EDITORIAl. ASSISTANCe; ru,,·o
DEVELOP.\U;NT; PLANNING ANn TIlA VEL
AltRANGE.\IENTS TO Tilt; I>lSARl\lA,\1.:!\'T

CONFERE .....CE, SErTF.,\1 BER 2009•
~H:XICO CITY, i\lX

As pa" of it. form.1 amliation ",ith th. U.N.
Ikj>1rtment of Public Informal;on (DPI), the
foundalion .nigns ,taff and projcol time to oontribul.
specifioally 10 tbe ."ceen of the Ell.."ti", Corn,"iu••
of the NGO< Amli.lod with DPI, il. goal••nd nus.ion

Currenlly. and for the paSI several y.all now, th.1
VOlu.~tttr se"'ice has ind"dod participAtion On Ihe
PI.nning Commi"o. for Ihc almu.1 UN Ikp'I1mont of
Public Infom"'lion, NGO Seclor (DPI NGO)
oonference, the 1",&0.' public goth.ring on tho ann"al
UN calendar. FAF offors ..fe trovel .t NGO ralo:o .
.nd • po"lon ofeach lrip COSl benefilS the oonfe"'nco.

FAF'. ExocuI;ve Director is a volunl."" co-edilor of
thc NGO R.purler. thc quarte.<ly <--joumal of NGO OPI
now., publisllod by its Exoculivo Commilloo,

FAF i, '''0 ooll.bo,.,;nl: w;lh oth.r ,\I;,.;on•
• od UI'~·rel.ted NCOa .....oioled with OPI/£COSOC,

Th. Virginia G"ilJenleeve l",.",mional
fO~lIdaliott'.r O:mfm:nee (Women, Water, and 1'00<1
Se<"riry, in CaloUl1.. India) i"dudo. .11 InIv.1
facilil.,ion through FAF.
• Child,," /ntema'iOlIal, a new OPI .ffilioto. prim.rily
baled in Lotin Amerio.. ",ntlOO.1 yo"th It'delllO the
6th onnuol Youth /\$$<;mbly al the Uniled NOlionl
• C,mwxa/;alI all the Rights of the Child• •n April
cooforon". at thc UN, lod by the PeIIDO-nent Mission 01
thc Holy Se< ODd foeilitated by FAF.
• FAF i' 0 voting member or'he t1NAIUSA Co"no;l of
Orgoni'''''ion$; ODd has been repcaledly Ide<tod OS a
member of its prestigious National Couocil.



FAF's INTERCVLTVRAL
EXCIUNGES & VOL.UNTOUJUSi\1

AS A MF.ANS OF PF.ACF.HUfLVlNG

Since ilS incepl;Off in 1973. Friendship
Ambassadors Fo'mdatiall (PAP;
wwwja!oo'g) has followed Q vlslolI IhOl
imny;ul/llral uchange appommll/es.
especially Ihose Including Ihe oris or
serl'ice. promole mm"olllndersl,mding and
gl"bal caape'aaa". FA'" cr.a'''', manag"'.
and faciU'au:s all aspeCIS of i"lernalio"al.
c"I",,",,1 e.:change, service appo,l,mil;"'.
mlrl facililOl;an ofmher Iypes ofgalherings
for Ihe org",,/za'/alls il serves - 01 no cost
10 lire o,gnn/:al/ons, wllk lax dedu(ljons
"nd mSfIJ'Gnce co''''roge for mostll'tn.:lers

In R••pons< '0 'h. Minion

I tJPp,..,dll'. yo"r lim'. om grot<jul for yo",
S"PIX'''. ond am qui" o.,.""".lmed ",ilh pride
f() read 'h' amaUm of 'ffim )0" mad' an behalf
of our "II" fa" ho.,. " tr"o MncqJf of what
diplomacy i",../I'" olld off..t il ,epNlldly, "
. John Mclnly'o, C""rrlina,o,.

Vienne-G..onwich Si"... City Proj.ct. 2008

"I .m ple.,ed 10 le",n of 'he .fTo... of
Frieo".hip A,nb....do.. Found.lion ... The
Uni,.d N..ion< .ppl.nd' .nd 'upporU ,,,.h
.fror":· .. Sh••hi Thoroor. Former
Uno.,- Sceretary G.o.nll, Uniled No'ion'

"Frlend.hip Amb....do"" Fonnd"ion ... 110
n""ion i, .0 impor'.n'. ond ... l'oU ue
.«ompli.hlnR r.m..~.bl. ,hioR" !j." "i.h..
10 l'on .nd .ver)"on••' Ih. roundOlion!"
••'orm.r rr..id,,,, Willi.,,, Jdr...o" Clin'on

"I tommend FAF', efforts IQ w<>rk wi,h young
people ... IQ h.ip 'hem find poulbio me"', IlIId
way' '0 p,a.o and "''''nciliation. / ..'()~Id ol.>'a
"'ish la >frnS tire impo''''nc. Of "n,,,,••
'''pp.'' I.' ,his p,aj«<" _Pro,id,,,' ~hrlti

Ahli...r~ ~'ormer p... ,d.n, of .1nl>nd .nd
2008 "'ob" r ••« rrl.e Winner

, _ __ _ _ _ _. '

"'God ko•• )'<I~ for th< 1o.. )'<Iu l:i,.. lIl""'~ r!I< joy
Y"'" 'p...><l," • ~lo'b<r T.....

"Wh.>' )'otI ... ,;";,,, COIJI"O'l be do..r to my h<on.
K><p openin¥ ,,,,,. doon of fnmd<l11p wh,,,,,,,

)'0" ".,<1 """ pcofOrnl. Oo<I..,.'d'·
• 1,.....nlllern'l<i.

'Jr. b«n. joyful pkl>ul< for nl< '. enOOll'"I:' ....d
r.nonoillly "'PP'" rh;, ""'....... ,pf<dj« oo""nuinl
."'".. f.". rh" ,',,:>I p",V"",I"

• El.... , Roo..volt

YOUNG PEOPLE FOCUS ON GLOBE'S PROBLEMS
BY; TRACY HER.JlAUGH

UNITED NATIONS (AP) - Young leaders rrom .round 'he glob••1e
Spending Ih<ee days focusing on SOme of 'he world's most d.manding
problem, ranging f,om world hunger 10 prol.e,ing Ihe onvironmem.
Abou, 4S0 young p<Xlple aged 16·28 f,om SO different countries are
,akiDg p.n in Ihe Ihird artnual Youth A<,ombly at 'be Uni'ed N.tions
whicb .nds Frid.y. "I 'bink il'S oltr rcsponsibilily 10 .mpowe, young
people and 10 ,how young people ,ha, ... ebange can h.ppen because
of Iheir efforts,· s.id Ebin. Valdo", en NY·b.sed p.yeholberopi" "ho
rep,esen's voluntary org.nizalions allhe United NatiOn•.

The confereDee is focusing on promo,ing Ihe eighl U.N. mm.nnium
goals: eradic'ling world hunge, and pov.rty, un;v....l .dueauon,
gender cqu.li,y, <educing cbild monalily, improving mal.m.l h.alth.
eombaling disease. environmental sus'ainabili,y and developing glob"i
partnerships for development, The Friendship Ambassadors
Foundation, a nonprofi' o,ganization p'omo,ing ;ntcm";onallies, hO>ls
the attllua! conf.",nce.t Ihe U.N., whieb amae," youlh with .n im...s'
in inlcmation.l policy work Ozgu, Madak, forme' presid.m of the
Intercoll.gia'e Turkish Stud""'s Soc;ety, whicb is a co·sponsor of 'be
ev""l. u,ged global suppon ror the conf."",ee saying, "bringing young
Rencra'ion. 10gelher i. I~C long.lcnn .olulion '0 rt:ach 'he glob.1
peace,· Mafia Mandova, P,ojccl Direclo, for Friendship Ambassadors
Foundalion, said panicipa",s a,e encouraged '0 fonn lastinR
relOl;onships wilh 'he profess;on.ls Ihey mee" and c""ry the experience
back '0 their communilies all over \he world.

RECENT RECOGN1TIONS & AWARDS

2010
Tho UN M.IIdo,," U"i"'",'l' [0' p...." 1"""......irh FAF rOf
MOO "I.".. If,;n,n~ COIIn< i. Cos" Rico (IIn"Of)' J·9, 20 10)

,""
r"'Jr>mmOl" <o1I.borono, ...ith lIle 111.0.1 YOII'll A...mMy or ,he Uoi'ed NaIions

""040> the U,N. D<p""... ,.' on"blle InfoTm.,..... _n. 0''''''

"'"UNESCO DIRECTOR·GENERAL KOICli 111.0 MATSUURA
lII/I\<' FAF III /lW "' Op<r<>1;<ma1 R,I"kms M;lh UNESCO

(PAF i, cu"""ty "'" III I>GO (."".lIy .,..,.,i"ed ""rh UN DPI)

Exceu,i.. D~«M POInd< Ser.....". invi'«I to &/'""d r!I< 4" rClfa Conf,,,,,,,,, of
Nob<l L.,."'...., I»' Kinl AbduHoh 11 .od El;, W;...I

2004-2007
A. p>rt of I.. DIlio..1..",ice .ft., 9111, FAF ««i".. $l.1M io .w.ol, from Uon,
C10bs IU1<fUfionol FO\l",,",iu., American Re<! emu, Ilnwy h:1<m"ion.~ Ilh.clli

USA _nl orh,,.. to """"c Ill" f""il;"" IT, 'h'flIlY p'Oll'.n" 10, 9111 "ioIlm.·
f>milt... io rh, Uui"'" Sl"" >ne! .1....".... io rhe wo,ld. Aft" KOl.... hi' 1'1""

O,l,on~ M.:JO" Ray NlJ:in n,,,,,, • (\ay in hono<.f FAF fo' it, ""I."..,"", dTQ"~
Th, US S"Ol', .. • l>n<!y. '«01:';><' FAF. lOO. i•• f,,,,,., p'''''',m'''i....

CO:,TACT: FAF, 299 Go,.nwieh A"<ou" C...n,.-I<h, CT 06830
w"w.(.r.Q'R; frjrn<lIl'.mo1i'('[,9Q::; 00 I-I01-S42-06S2
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Among the Endorsers of the Annual Events at V.N. Headquarters

In 2009, JI,. United No'ioM Dt:po""..", olPoblle /"Io,",o';on o~d 1"01'0"''''' o~ Yoolh (iJt'SA) a"isud
wl'h ,h. ptanni~1and p,.."lIa,lon ol'h, Annool Youlh A..."'bly ot the Unl"d Notion'

Current & Previous Endorsing United Nations' Permanent Missions:
Australia, Argentina, Belgium, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Czech Republic, Estonia, France,

Grenada, Hungary, Indonesia, Itaiy, JOldan, liechtenstein, Monaco, Slovenia, South Africa

Sweden, Tanzania, Turkey, United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

Endorsing/Participating NGOs and Individuals have induded:

AIESEC, Art of living; 8eyond Borders; Caring 4 Kids; Child (Not) Soidier: Children International;
Common Ground MediatiOn Cenler; Congress 01 Radal Equity; Berna'd Amadel. Engineers Without

Borders; 00 Something; Execulive Committee of NGOs Afliliated with the UN DPI; Engineers Without
Borders; Give Them A Hand ~oundation;Global Goods Partners; Global Youth AClion Network; Go
Green; liarvard International Relations Coundl; Imernationallnstitute 01 Integralliuman SCiences;
lesse lackson. Rainbow Coalition; Kathy Ireland and Kathy Ireland International; Keep a Child AII.e;
Arun Gandhi, Mahatma Gandhi Institute for Non·Violence; MisCfOCredit Summi' Campaign; Oxfam.
NVU; Johann Koss. Right to Play; save the Children; SESFAR India; TakinB IT Global; TeenAIOS; TCC

Group; Temple 01 Understanding; UNA Hawaii; WFUNA; WISER

Among Hundreds of testimonials:

"I/you Sa,Y the impacl)'qu have han on Ihe yomh (andyOI/"g 01 heart) aI/ending the
Assembly yOIl "'ollld haye to shode YOllr qes/rom Il,e brigh"'ess a/hope. We applaud you
for yo'" good "'ark. On behalfo/the Deputy Youlh Minister raimaor Shoh Es·haq Uti,

/ send hearifdl tha"/(s 10 you" - Paulette Sohat., UN DP Kabui·AIghanistan

"Simply Fabulous!, rhe JIOltth assembly set Ihe lone/or afi,ture sel up/or humallify. It wM
moSI amazing/or me meeling yoUlhs a/my age, who haYc done so rmrch eVetl with all II'e

constraints." - Aduragbemi Ogunbanke. Nlgerl~

"Ills due ta Ilrese Global Youlh Leaders Ilrall mel at Ihe Youlh Assembly In Ihe UN Ihat ",ill
enable me 10 pursue my passion eYen/urlher. .. - E,pe,an,a Gareia, Philippines

Ms. Garcla is a leader of the Infernollonol Youth Council,founded Of YA ZOO7

YA Media: V.N. Radio, AI', ABC, USA Today, UNICEF, The Guardian, and many local outlets

To opply I>r I<orn mO'" onlin<: yaoppll<a'ionS@l1lfO'll·www,f.r,o<g!unyoulh.....mblyl'y._hom<.h'm
omoo <on,,<,,: fri.ndiy;om@faf.o'll • Fa" +1·20]·S42·0661

Po.l: Ann""\ You'h A...rnbly allh. UN, do FAF, 29'9 G",<nwi<h A..nue, G",':nw;<h, CT 06830

mailto:om@faf.o'll


A Call to Youth Leaders Worldwide
Become involved with programs at the United Nations
Join People with Vision and Motivation like your own

Make a difference in your lifetime

TheYA events at the United Nations
are free (after registration).

The assembly is an intensive, three-day
program providing direct access to the

UN, NGO career and volunteer
opportunities, and introduction to

independent service, too.
Acceptance by application, only...

The Youth Assembly at the United Nations
is a gathering of hundreds of young
people from all around the world
(16-25 years old) who seek future

involvement with the United Nations,
civil society, and ways to

contribute to the achievement of the
Millennium Development Goals.

Delegates are encouraged to take part
in the intensive Leadership Seminars

pre- and post- Assembly
July 3I-August 3, 2010

August 7-August 11, 2010

INFORMATrON AND APPLlCATrON,

www.faf.org/unyouthassembly/ya_home.htm
yaapplications@faf.org ·1-203-~2-oo52. Friendship Ambassadors Foundation, lnt.

a not for profit tax exempt 501(c)(3)organization

7th ANNUAL
YOUTH ASSEMBLY

at the United Nations

August 4-6, 2010
United Nations Headquarters,

NYC, USA
Associated with the United Nations

Department of Public Information

Co-sponsored by Unitea Natlons
Member States, International NGOs, and

with participation by United Nations agencies

http://www.faf.org/unyouthassembly/ya_home.htm
mailto:yaapplications@faf.org

