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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT BEGINS WITH EDUCATION

As more than 150 world leaders adopted the
new Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs)
during the 70th session of the United Nations
General Assembly in September 2015, 59 million
children are still out of school - almost 29 million
live in conflict-affected areas, 62 million girls are
still denied the right to a basic education and
250 million children are not learning the basics,
whether they have been to school or not.

The 17 new Sustainable Development Goals,
also known as the Global Goals, represent the
most universal, ambitious and comprehensive
agenda ever seen - to eradicate poverty, hunger
and inequality, improve access to health and
education, take action on climate change and
environment, build strong institutions and
partnerships, and more.

The new education agenda, “Education 2030”
reaffirms the commitment of nationals towards
Sustainable Development Goal 4 (SDG4) and its
corresponding targets which aims to, “Ensure
inclusive and equitable quality education and
promote lifelong learning opportunities for all”. The
Declaration represents a collective commitment
of the education community to implement the
Education 2030 agenda. It affirms the principles
of education as a public good, as a fundamental
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human right, as a basis for guaranteeing the
realisation of other rights, and inspires bold and
innovative action.

We at UNESCO believe that education is a
fundamental human right linked to the realization
of other rights and as a catalyst for education, we
call upon all stakeholders working on education to
strengthen alliances and be united for successful
implementation of the SDG4 as well as “Education
2030”agenda at the regional and country levels.

This year’s calendar highlights how “Sustainable
education begins with Education” in the context
of the 17 SDGs. We thank the talented youth in
the age group of 14-25 years from across India
who took part in the National Comic and Art
Competition organised by UNESCO New Delhi and
through their creativity and artwork have depicted
how education can play an important role towards
achieving other SDGs.

Wishing you a successful 2016.

[~
SHIGERU AOYAGI

Director and UNESCO Representative to Bhutan,
India, Maldives and Sri Lanka
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LU . Cluster Office for Bangladesh,
. Bhutan, India, Maldives,
Nepal and Sri Lanka

United Nations -

Educational, Scientificand -
Cultural Organization

“From better health to increased wealth, education is the catalyst of a
better future for millions of children, youth and adults. No country has
ever climbed the socioeconomic development ladder without steady
investments in education.”

- Irina Bokova, Director-General of UNESCO
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Each additional
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Disclaimer: The ideas and opinions expressed in this publication are those of the authors; they are not necessarily those of UNESCO and do not commit the Organization.
Data and Statistics quoted in the calendar are excerpts from the Global Partnership for Education (http://www.globalpartnership.org/blog/17-ways-education-influences-new-17-global-goals)

UNESCO NEW DELHI CLUSTER OFFICE

“[s” New Delhi Office for Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, Maldives, and Sri Lanka WWW.U N eSC0.0 rg/n er el h |

; Cluster Office for Bangladesh,  B_5/79 Safdarjung Enclave, New Delhi- 110 029 INDIA

=——— . Bhutan, India, Maldives,
trontongied Nations . Nepal and Sri Lanka Tel: +91-11-2671 3000 | Fax: +91-11-2671 3001, 2671 3002 ﬂ https://www.facebook.com/unesconewdelhi u@UNESCO_NDL
Culturél Organization .

)




