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UNESCO to 
EXPO 2015

The theme chosen for  EXPO 
Milano 2015, “Feeding the 
Planet, Energy for Life”, provides 
an excellent opportunity for 
UNESCO to share its experience 
of the relationship between man, 
culture, nature and the production/
consumption of food with a global 
audience, and to explore the 
vital role of cultural and natural 
diversity as drivers for sustainable 
development. 

As well as participating in EXPO 
Milano as a member of the UN 
system under the banner “The 
Zero Hunger Challenge. United for 
a Sustainable World”, UNESCO has 
prepared a broad set of activities 
and events in and around Venice 
and other Italian UNESCO sites, as 

part of the “Venice to EXPO 2015” 
Programme:

• The “Behind Food 
Sustainability” exhibition

• Water worlds, including the 
“Exploring the Venice Lagoon” 
multimedia installation and 
two international conferences, 
“Waterscapes and Historic Canals as 
a Cultural Heritage” and “Water for 
a Sustainable World”

• Children’s EXPO, including the 
Treasure Hunt in Venice, the Parco 
degli Alberi Parlanti in Treviso and 
Young Leonardo at EXPO

• The involvement of  other 
designated territories and sites  
in Italy

UNESCO’s contribution to EXPO 2015 was made possible thanks to the generous 
support of the Italian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation to 
the UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe, Venice (Italy).

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization

Ministero degli Affari Esteri
e della Cooperazione Internazionale
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START!START!

with

AND LEONARDO

IN

with

AND LEONARDO

IN

Children’s EXPO with the Treasure Hunt, Leonardo EXPO and the Parco degli Alberi Parlanti

Water Worlds with “Exploring the Venice Lagoon” 
and “Waterscapes and Historic Canals as a Cultural 

Heritage”

Involvement of other designated territories and sites in Italy

H OW  C A N  O U R  S H A R E D 

C U LT U R A L  A N D 

N AT U R A L  D I V E R S I T Y 

F E E D  T H E  WO R L D?

With the world’s population at seven 
billion and projected to grow by two billion 
by 2050, feeding the planet is one of the 
greatest challenges facing humankind. 

A multitude of factors – from unsustainable 
agricultural practices to rampant urbanization, 
climate change and conflicts – are taking a 
heavy toll on global food supplies. According  
to recent studies, we have already entered an 
era of ‘peak food’, with production of many of 
the world’s staples (such as rice, meat, wheat 
and vegetables) starting to slow. 

We are at a critical moment. In order to rise to 
this challenge and achieve ‘food sustainability’ 
– the continued ability to sustain a growing 
population with sufficient and nutritious food 
– we must learn to produce and use food and 
water in a way that balances environmental, 
social and economic needs. 

Rather than relying on short-term solutions, 
which can damage our environment and 
degrade our natural resources, we must  
devise answers that will have a lasting effect 
and yield valuable lessons for the future. 

The answer to many of these challenges lies 
in the relationship between peoples, their 
ecosystems and their cultural and natural 
heritage. UNESCO’s programmes and networks 
include many communities across the world 
that have found ways to produce and consume 
food in harmony with their environment, 
drawing on their knowledge, heritage and  
active participation. The world can learn from 
their experiences, and policies must be put in 
place to ensure they continue to thrive. 

The safeguarding of outstanding sites that 
are home to some of the richest examples 
of terrestrial and marine biodiversity is vital 
for environmental sustainability. Cultural and 
natural heritage also stimulates economic 
development, attracting investment and 
creating green, locally-based, stable jobs; it 
plays an essential part in the spiritual wellbeing 
of individuals and communities, as well as in 
fostering cohesive and inclusive societies. 

In line with EXPO 2015 and its theme, ‘Feeding 
the Planet, Energy for Life’, this UNESCO 
exhibition takes a look at what communities 
and territories around the world can teach us 
about man’s relationship with food and nature. 
We hope you enjoy it.

The United Nations Educational, Scientific 
and Cultural Organization celebrates its 
70th anniversary this year. Created in 
1945 as a response to two world wars, 
UNESCO aims to build peace in the minds 
of men and women through education, 
science, culture and communication. 
It does so by acting as a laboratory of 
ideas, reinforcing the global agenda 
in its fields of competence, setting 
international norms and standards, 
fostering international co-operation and 
developing policies and capacities.

Sustainable development is a priority 
for all of UNESCO’s main areas of work. 
Today, UNESCO promotes holistic policies 
that are capable of addressing the social, 
cultural, environmental and economic 
dimensions of sustainable development, 
relying on the power of intelligence and 
innovation to expand our horizons and 
support the institution of a new kind  
of humanism. 

The UNESCO World Heritage List 
recognizes that certain places on Earth 
are of ’outstanding universal value‘ and,  
as such, form part of the common 
heritage of humankind, to be safeguarded 
for future generations. The 1972 
Convention concerning the Protection  
of World Cultural and Natural Heritage,  
a treaty for the protection of these sites, 
has been adopted by 191 States Parties.

As of July 2014, 1007 sites are inscribed 
on the list: 779 cultural, 197 natural, 
and 31 mixed properties, in 161 States 
Parties. These sites have become part 
of an international community united 
in a common mission to identify and 
safeguard our world’s most significant 
natural and cultural heritage.

The Convention is unique in that it 
combines nature conservation with the 
preservation of cultural heritage. By 
placing a strong emphasis on the role of 
local communities, the Convention  
serves as an effective tool in addressing 
climate change, rapid urbanization, mass 
tourism, natural disasters and other 
contemporary challenges.

Launched in 1971, UNESCO’s Man and 
the Biosphere Programme (MAB) is an 
Intergovernmental Scientific Programme 
that aims to establish a scientific basis 
for the improvement of the relationship 
between people and their environment.

MAB combines the natural and social 
sciences, economics and education 
to improve human livelihoods and 
encourage the equitable sharing of 
benefits. It safeguards natural and 
managed ecosystems, promoting 
innovative approaches to economic 
development that are socially 
and culturally appropriate and 
environmentally sustainable. 

Its World Network of Biosphere Reserves 
currently includes 631 Biosphere Reserves 
in 119 countries around the world.

Intangible cultural heritage covers 
many areas of community life: oral 
traditions and expressions, performing 
arts, social practices, rituals, festive 
events, traditional crafts. This wealth of 
knowledge and practices is constantly 
updated by communities and groups 
in response to their environment and 
history, and provides them with a sense 
of identity and continuity, promoting 
respect for cultural diversity and human 
creativity. As a result, it has an important 
impact on health, food security, social 
cohesion, environmental sustainability 
and other development goals.

The UNESCO Convention for the 
Safeguarding of the Intangible Cultural 
Heritage was adopted in 2003, with 
the purpose of safeguarding intangible 
cultural heritage; ensuring respect for 
the intangible cultural heritage of the 
communities, groups and individuals 
concerned; raising awareness at a local, 
national and international level on 
the importance of intangible cultural 
heritage; and providing for international 
cooperation and assistance. 

Currently, a total of 364 elements in 105 
countries are inscribed on UNESCO’s Lists 
of intangible cultural heritage. 

T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  E X H I B I T I O N , 
A B B R E V I AT I O N S  W I L L  B E  U S E D 

TO  I N D I C AT E  W H E T H E R  T H E 
M E N T I O N E D  E X A M P L E S  A R E 

R E L AT E D  TO  WO R L D  H E R I TAG E 
S I T E S  ( W H ) ;  B I O S P H E R E 

R E S E R V E S  ( B R ) ;  O R  I N TA N G I B L E 
C U LT U R A L  H E R I TAG E  ( I C H ) .

U N E S C O WO R L D  H E R I TAG E
M A N  A N D  T H E  B I O S P H E R E 

P R O G R A M M E
I N TA N G I B L E  

C U LT U R A L  H E R I TAG E

In this room, there are five areas to 
explore, starting from your right: 
 
à   MANAGING WATER

à   LOOKING AF TER THE L AND

à   BAL ANCING THE FOOD ECONOMY

ß   PROTECTING DIVERSIT Y

ß   FOSTERING PARTICIPATION

Each area focuses on a particular 
sustainability challenge, illustrated 
through examples from UNESCO’s 
networks. A map table with 
interactive tablets will allow you  
to locate and learn about more  
sites from all over the world that 
practice food sustainability. To 
continue your exploration, you 
can consult the complete virtual 
exhibition on our website.

www.unesco.org/new/en/behind-food-sustainability

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization

W I T H  T H E  S U P P O R T  O F

“Behind Food Sustainability” Exhibition

 © Ente Parco Nazionale delle Dolomiti Bellunesi ; Ente Parco Nazionale dell’Appennino; Ente Parco 
Nazionale del Circeo Tosco-emiliano; Ente Parco Nazionale della Sila

 ©Gruppo Alcuni

 ©
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BEHIND FOOD 
SUSTAINABILITY

The “Behind Food Sustainability” 
exhibition brings together 
experiences from UNESCO networks 
– World Heritage sites, Biosphere 
Reserves and elements of the 
Intangible Cultural Heritage– viewed 
as examples of food sustainability 
that can yield valuable lessons 
for the future. Communities from 
around the world share expertise, 
traditional knowledge and practices 
and an undivided passion for 
sustainable development in their 
territories –“heritage” to be passed 
down to future generations.

The exhibition includes five main 
thematic areas, each focusing on a 

particular sustainability challenge: 
Managing Water; Looking after the 
Land; Balancing the Food Economy; 
Protecting diversity; Fostering 
participation. 

It also features a map table with 
interactive tablets that allow you to 
learn about more UNESCO sites from 
all over the world, an eight-minute 
video on the same subjects (which 
will also be shown by the Ministry of 
the Environment and the Protection 
of Land and Sea in the Thematic 
Area on Biodiversity at EXPO Milano 
2015) and a dedicated web page. 

partners

UNESCO Venice Office, Palazzo Zorzi, Castello 4930, Venice (Italy)
6 May - 31 October 2015; Tuesday-Sunday; 10 am - 1 pm ; 2 pm – 
5:30 pm
www.unesco.org/new/en/behind-food-sustainability

Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and International 
Cooperation 

useful
info
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United Nations
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Cultural Organization

The cultural and 
natural diversity 
feedin∂ our future

P A L A Z Z O  Z O R Z I
V E N I C E

6  M A Y  –  3 1  O C T O B E R  2 0 1 5

Ministero degli Affari Esteri
e della Cooperazione Internazionale
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Exhibition panels

Exhibition map and layout

The exhibition by theme, programme and 
country on the tablets

Behind Food Sustainability
Oltre la Sostenibilità Alimentare
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WATER
WORLDS

Exploring the 
Venice Lagoon
The aim of this interactive 
multimedia installation is to convey 
the universal value of the ‘Venice 
and its Lagoon’ World Heritage 
site. Visitors will have the chance to 
explore the historic waterways that 

extend inland from Venice itself.
The Venice lagoon is a rich, complex 
ecosystem containing a wealth of 
cultural and historical heritage and 
a broad variety of natural habitats 
and cultural landscapes that 
together represent a unique ‘Water 
Civilization’. 

partners

UNESCO Venice Office, Palazzo Zorzi, 
Castello 4930, Venice (Italy)

21 May – 31 October 2015; Tuesday-Sunday; 
10 am - 1 pm; 2 pm – 5:30 pm 

www.unesco.org/new/en/water-worlds

www.civiltacqua.org

Centro Internazionale Civiltà 

dell’Acqua (ONLUS), Comune di 

Venezia – Ufficio Sito UNESCO 

“Venezia e la sua Laguna” - 

Direzione Affari Istituzionali, 

Metadistretto Veneto per i Beni 

Culturali e Ambientali

 © Civilta d’Acqua

interactive installation

Activities carried out in partnership

Water  
systems

Sustainable 
ecotourism

Canals 
and  
waterways

Cultural 
landscapes

 ©
Com

une di Venezia

useful
info
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Waterscapes
UNESCO is lending its support to the 
organization of the “Waterscapes 
and Historic Canals as a Cultural 
Heritage” international conference 
focusing on tangible and intangible 

heritage linked to waterways and 
historic canals and the policies 
that should be put in place to 
encourage sustainable tourism 
and development in the areas in 
question.  

Aquae 2015 Pavilion in Marghera

21-22 May 2015

www.aquae2015.org/explore/conference/
un-wwap-water-for-a-sustainable-world 

partners

Centro Internazionale Civiltà 

dell’Acqua (Onlus); Università 

Cà Foscari; Istituto Veneto di 

Scienze, Lettere ed Arti 

useful
info

Would you like to learn more about the Bacchiglione? 
The Tagliamento? All you need is the App!

 ©
  Civiltà d’A

cqua

‘Water for a 
Sustainable World’ 
Conference
In the context of Aquae Venezia 
2015, the UN World Water 
Assessment Programme (UN-
WWAP) is promoting a conference 

on the World Water Development 
Report 2015, titled “Water for a 
Sustainable World”. 

The conference will study the role 
water resources play in fundamental 
social processes such as economic 
growth, poverty reduction and 
environmental sustainability. 

 ©
 A

quae Venezia 2015/EXPO
 2015

partners

WWAP; Ministry of the 

Environment and the 

Protection of Land and Sea; 

Expo Venice

Istituto Veneto di Scienze, Lettere ed Arti, San Marco 2945, 30124 Venice (Italy)

14-15 May 2015

www.waterscapesculturalheritage.org

useful
info
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CHILDREN’S 
EXPO

The Treasure Hunt 
in Venice
Based on the “H2Ooooh!”  initiative, 
produced by UNESCO and Gruppo 
Alcuni with the support of RAI 
Fiction on issues of water protection 
and its sustainable use, the Treasure 
Hunt reaches out to Venice’s 

younger visitors. Using the fun new 
App, participants can embark on 
an adventure around the narrow 
Venetian streets to discover many 
different facts about this precious 
resource. At the end of the itinerary, 
all participants will be given a 
board game that will allow them to 
continue to explore at home.  

Venice (the itinerary includes the Museo di Storia 
Naturale, the Chiostro di San Salvador, Palazzo Zorzi, 
the Museo di Storia Navale, Dock 105 of the Arsenale)

4 May – 31 October 2015 

www.unesco.org/new/en/treasure-hunt-for-blue-gold

Parco degli 
Alberi Parlanti in 
Treviso
The Parco degli Alberi Parlanti 
in Villa Margherita in Treviso 
is one of the Venice to EXPO 
2015 activities aimed at 
children, schools and families, 
jointly organized by Gruppo 
Alcuni and UNESCO. Visitors 

to the park will be able to 
watch the Leonardo EXPO 
cartoons and the H2Ooooh! 
cartoon series featuring 
the Pet Pals, while specially 
designed itineraries will allow 
them to discover more about 
important subjects such as 
ecological footprints, water 
and energy saving. 

Parco degli Alberi Parlanti - Villa Margherita, viale 
Felissent 31100, Treviso (Italy)

1 May – 31 October 2015

www.alcuni.it/index.php?il-parco

useful
info

partners

Gruppo Alcuni; WWAP; Vela; 

Museo di Storia Naturale; Chiostro 

di San Salvador; Museo Storico 

Navale; Tesa 105 Arsenale

partners

Gruppo Alcuni;  RAI Fiction

 © Gruppo ALCUNI - Leonardo for EXPO

 ©
 G

ruppo A
LCU

N
I - Parco degli A

lberi Parlanti
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partners

Gruppo Alcuni; RAI Fiction; 

FAO; UN EXPO 2015

Leonardo EXPO
UNESCO has contributed to the 
production of 13 episodes of 
the Leonardo EXPO cartoon in 
cooperation with  Gruppo Alcuni 
and RAI Fiction, which allow children 
to explore various topics linked to 
sustainable development in the 

context of EXPO 2015: food, water, 
renewable energy, sustainable cities, 
ecological footprint, cooperation 
and solidarity. The cartoons are also 
on display at EXPO Milan as part 
of the United Nations multimedia 
points and in the Children’s Park. 

EXPO in Milan (Children’s Park and UN Spoon Installations)

1 May - 31 October 2015

www.unesco.org/new/en/young-leonardo-for-EXPO

www.expo2015.org/it/esplora/aree-tematiche/children-park

The H2Ooooh! cartoons 
will also be featured at  

EXPO in Milan!

 ©
 G

ruppo A
lcuni - I Cuccioli 

useful
info
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INVOLVEMENT OF OTHER 
TERRITORIES AND 
DESIGNATED SITES IN ITALY

Museo dell’Orto Botanico di Padova, 
Via Orto Botanico, 35123 Padua 
(Italy)

19 September – 10 October 2015

www.ortobotanicopd.it

Delta del Po
The Rosolina Mare Conference 
Centre in the Po Delta Biosphere 
Reserve will host the “Behind 
Food Sustainability” exhibition and 
the “Water ways, memory lanes” 
multimedia project. The aim of this 
project is to encourage greater 
public interest on a topic which is 

of huge historical value but which 
also holds great potential for 
sustainable development in rural 
areas: navigation on inland rivers 
and lagoons. The specially designed 
‘DeltaPo’ App for smartphones and 
tablets will allow visitors to further 
explore the delta landscape.

Rosolina Mare Conference Centre,

Piazzale Europa, 45010 Rosolina Mare

4 June – 31 October 2015 

www.parcodeltapo.it

useful
info

partners

Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio di 

Padova e Rovigo; Nuovo Museo 

dell’Orto Botanico dell’ Università 

Degli Studi di Padova - Centro di 

Ateneo Per i musei

Fondazione Cassa di Risparmio 

di Padova e Rovigo; Centro 

Internazionale Civiltà dell’Acqua 

(Onlus); Parco Regionale Delta del Po; 

Comune di Rosolina Mare

Botanical Garden 
Padua
Padua’s botanical garden, founded in 
1545 as a garden of simples, is now 
a World Heritage site of immense 
scientific and cultural value. The 
Biodiversity Garden  is a new 
museum within the site that hosts 

almost 1,300 species and recreates 
the planet’s major ecosystems. 

For three weeks, it will host the 
‘Behind Food Sustainability’ 
exhibition, plus a series of 
conferences on the theme of 
biodiversity and food. 

The ”Behind Food Sustainability“ exhibition forms the core of UNESCO’s 
contribution to Venice to Expo 2015. It will be shown in Venice and in other 
UNESCO designated sites in the Veneto and further afield in Italy. These 
include:

useful
info
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partners

Ministry of the Environment and 

the Protection of Land and Sea, 

coordinator of the Italian MaB 

committee; Parco Nazionale 

delle Dolomiti Bellunesi; Parco 

Nazionale dell’Appennino 

Tosco-Emiliano; Parco Nazionale 

del Circeo; Parco Nazionale della 

Behind Food 
Sustainability in 
Italian Parks and in 
Milan
The “Behind Food Sustainability” 
exhibition will be on display in a 
number of important territories 
and UNESCO sites throughout Italy, 
including: 

The Dolomiti (World Heritage 
site and Alpi di Ledro – Giudicarie 
Biosphere Reserve); the Appennino 
Tosco-Emiliano (candidate to 
become a Biosphere Reserve); the 

Circeo (Biosphere Reserve); the Sila 
(Biosphere Reserve). 

The Directorate for the Protection 
of Nature and Sea at the Italian 
Ministry of the Environment and 
the Protection of Land and Sea is 
organizing, in collaboration with 
UNESCO, a day in which Biosphere 
Reserves from Italy and beyond will 
have the chance to meet and discuss 
the topics selected by UNESCO for 
the “Behind Food Sustainability” 
exhibition. The exhibition video will 
also be shown on this occasion, and 
will remain on display in Milan until 
the end of October. 

Theatre at the Centre of the Earth – Biodiversity Park 
at EXPO Milano 2015  

20 June 2015

www.minambiente.it; www.un-expo.org

useful
info
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UN get to 
ZERO App



1 May – 31 October 2015
UNESCO’s Contribution to EXPO 2015

UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and 
Culture in Europe

Palazzo Zorzi, Castello 4930 - 30122 Venice (Italy)
Tel. + 39 (041) 260.15.11
veniceoffice@unesco.org
unescotoexpo2015@unesco.org

www.unesco.org/venice 

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and

Cultural Organization
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