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1. The twentieth session of the International Coordinating Council (ICC) of the Programme on 
the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) was held at the Palacio Municipal de Congresos, Madrid 
from 5 to 8 February 2008.  
 
2. Participants included representatives of the following Members of the ICC as elected by the 
UNESCO General Conference at its 33rd and 34th sessions: Argentina, Austria, Chile, Colombia, 
Congo, Cuba, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Gabon, Germany, Israel, Indonesia, Iran 
(Islamic Republic of), Italy, Latvia, Lebanon, Madagascar, Mali, Philippines, Republic of Korea, 
Russian Federation, Slovakia, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Sweden, Togo, United Kingdom of 
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Viet Nam, Venezuela and Zimbabwe. 
 
3. In addition, observers from the following Member States were present: Algeria, Angola, 
Australia, Bangladesh, Belarus, Bulgaria, Canada, China, Côte d’Ivoire, Cameroon, Croatia, 
Czech Republic, Democratic Republic of the Congo, Estonia, Finland, France, Greece, Guinea, 
Guinea Bissau, Haiti, Hungary, India, Iraq, Jamaica, Japan, Kenya, Lesotho, Kuwait, Mauritania, 
Mexico, Montenegro, Niger, Peru, Poland, Portugal, Saint Lucia, Senegal, Slovenia, South 
Africa, Tanzania, Tunisia, Turkey, United Arab Emirates, United States of America, Uzbekistan 
and Yemen. 
 
4. The following international organizations attended the session: The World Conservation 
Union (IUCN) and the International Council of Science (ICSU). The full list of participants is 
presented as Annex 1 to this report. 
 
 
I. Opening of the session 
 
5. Mr Thomas Elmqvist of Sweden, the outgoing Chairperson of the MAB ICC, declared the 
session opened and invited the representative of the Director-General of UNESCO, Mr Walter 
Erdelen, Assistant Director-General for Natural Sciences, to address participants of the session. 
 
6. Mr Erdelen warmly welcomed the MAB-ICC delegates on behalf of Mr Koïchiro Matsuura, 
Director-General of UNESCO. He thanked the Spanish Government for its generous offer to 
host the 3rd World Congress of Biosphere Reserves and the 20th session of the MAB-ICC, 
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highlighting the longstanding cooperation between Spain and UNESCO and the substantial 
support provided by Spain to the implementation of the MAB Programme.  
 
7. Mr Erdelen recalled that the main item of discussion at this session of the ICC would be the 
Madrid Action Plan – a roadmap to provide a vision for the MAB Programme and its World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) and to guide their effective implementation in the 
years to come. He noted that, with the steadily-expanding WNBR and the expectation by the 
international community that this network will continue to be a basis for implementing 
sustainable development at local and regional levels in UNESCO Member States, the Madrid 
Action Plan could not afford to be anything but bold, ambitious, realistic, relevant, inclusive, 
transparent and representative in scope and participation. He also noted that it was time to 
mainstream the lessons learned in the context of the MAB Programme and the WNBR into the 
sustainability agenda, from science to policy, from research to practice, at the local, national, 
regional and global levels. 
 
8. Mr Erdelen called upon the ICC Members to ensure that the 20th session of the MAB-ICC 
delivers its expected results – the Madrid Declaration and the Madrid Action Plan, thus making 
the Madrid gathering a landmark event. 
 
 
II. Report of the outgoing Chairperson  
 
9. Mr Elmqvist welcomed the new and the former Council Members as well as the observers and 
representatives from international organizations attending the session. He warmly thanked the 
government of Spain for hosting and generously supporting the 3rd World Congress of Biosphere 
Reserves and the 20th Session of the MAB-ICC in Madrid.  
 
10. Mr Elmqvist reported to the Council on the decisions of the Bureau meeting held at the 
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris from 18 to 20 September 2007, which focused on the 
nomination of new biosphere reserves. He informed that 34 nominations had been received since 
the last MAB-ICC meeting in October 2006 and that 23 biosphere reserves in 18 countries were 
approved by the Bureau, including first-time sites in El Salvador, Qatar and the United Arab 
Emirates. Two other biosphere reserves – Rostovsky in the Russian Federation and Islas 
Marietas in Mexico – were approved by the Bureau during its meeting on 3 February 2008 in 
Madrid, after it considered additional information and clarifications on some aspects of these 
nominations. He also mentioned that the governments of Ukraine, Belarus and Poland had 
agreed to sign an official agreement in support of the proposed West Polesie Transboundary 
Biosphere Reserve. 
 
11. Mr Elmqvist reported on activities he had undertaken as Chairperson since the 19th session of 
the MAB-ICC. He referred to a side-event on “Biosphere Reserves as Platforms for Learning 
and Innovation” that was organized by the MAB Secretariat together with the Viet Nam MAB 
National Committee and National Commission for UNESCO and held during the 15th session of 
the Commission on Sustainable Development in May 2007 in New York. He informed the 
members of the ICC that the international launch of the Stockholm Resilience Centre (SRC) had 
also taken place during the 15th session of the Commission on Sustainable Development in May 
2007 and that a Memorandum of Understanding between the SRC and UNESCO had been 
signed in October 2007 during the 34th session of the General Conference of UNESCO in Paris. 
He stated that it was hoped that MAB would be a very significant partner in the work of the SRC. 
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12. Mr Elmqvist also reported on his involvement in the follow-up on the Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment (MA) and reiterated the crucial role that the MAB Programme and the 
WNBR could play in this process. He mentioned the establishment of a research network on 
urban issues and the initiation of a research and capacity building programme on management 
and governance of ecosystem services, which will focus on Africa. Mr Elmqvist announced that 
in 2012 the SRC will host an international conference on environmental issues to take stock of 
the results accomplished in this field since the United Nations Conference on the Human 
Environment held in 1972 in Stockholm. 
 
13. Mr Elmqvist then briefly introduced his views on the draft Madrid Action Plan and raised 
the question of the possibility of its adoption by the 20th session of the Council and proposed its 
adoption at an extraordinary session of the MAB-ICC after consultation with governments. He 
also expressed concerns with regard to the transparency of the election process of the new 
Chairperson and the MAB-ICC Bureau.  
 
14. In the brief ensuing discussion, the delegate from Egypt supported Mr Elmqvist’s proposal 
to adopt the Madrid Action Plan at an extraordinary session of the MAB-ICC after consultation 
with governments, while the delegates from Austria, Chile and Lebanon disagreed on the 
proposal and stressed that the MAB-ICC was indeed in the position of adopting the Madrid 
Action Plan at this 20th session.  
 
15. The delegate from Germany raised a point of order, recalling that, according to the Statutes, 
substantive discussions can only take place after the new MAB-ICC Bureau has been elected. In 
this regard, he stressed that new Members to the MAB-ICC had been elected by the 34th session 
of the General Conference of UNESCO and hence the election of a new Chair and Bureau was a 
necessary agenda item to address before the 20th session could proceed to consider other 
substantive agenda items including the adoption of the provisional agenda. At his request, a staff 
member of the Office of International Standards and Legal Affairs, Mr Jean Christophe 
Badaroux-Mendieta confirmed that, according to Article 6, paragraph 4, of the Statutes of the 
MAB-ICC, the first obligation of the ICC was to “elect a new Bureau whenever its own 
membership is changed by the General Conference". Consequently, it was decided that the 
members of the MAB-ICC should proceed with the election of a new Chair and a new Bureau 
for the 20th session of the MAB-ICC. 
 
 
III. Election of the Bureau of the MAB Council 
 
16. The MAB-ICC elected the following to the Bureau of the MAB Council: 
 
Chairperson: 
Mr Henri Djombo (Congo) 
 
Vice-Chairpersons: 
Mr Valery Neronov (Russian Federation) 
Mr Antonio Serrano (Spain) 
Mr Ghassan Ramadan Jaradi (Lebanon) 
Mr Chung-Il Choi (Republic of Korea) 
Mr Alfredo Reca (Argentina) 
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IV. Adoption of the agenda and timetable 
 
17. The MAB-ICC agreed that the recognition of the winner of the Michel Batisse Award should 
be dealt with under item 13 of the agenda, i.e. other matters. The MAB-ICC adopted the MAB-
ICC 20 agenda, as contained in Annex 2 to this report.  
 
 
V. Report of the Secretary on programmes and activities since the 19th session of the MAB-
ICC 
 
18. The Secretary of the MAB Programme presented his report on programmes and activities 
since the 19th session of the MAB-ICC held at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris from 23 to 
27 October 2006, which had been submitted to the MAB-ICC as document SC-
08/CONF.201/INF.1. He informed the MAB-ICC that the work of the MAB Secretariat since 
the previous session of the Council focused, in particular, on the preparation of the 20th session 
of the MAB-ICC and the 3rd World Congress of Biosphere Reserves. He referred to the 
information on the progress on preparations for the two Madrid events which was circulated to 
MAB and UNESCO organs via circular letters CL/MAB/2007/03 dated 31 July 2007 and 
CL/MAB/2007/05 dated 18 December 2007.  
 
19. He recalled that the Draft Madrid Action Plan had been compiled by a three-person team – 
Ms June Marie Mow Robinson (Colombia), Ms Doris Pokorny (Germany) and Mr Juan Garay 
Zabala (Spain) and subsequently endorsed by the joint Meeting of the MAB Bureau and the 
Organizing Committee for the Madrid events, which took place under the auspices of the former 
Chairperson of the MAB-ICC, Mr Thomas Elmqvist, and which was kindly hosted by the 
Stockholm Resilience Centre, Sweden in June 2007. The first draft of the Madrid Action Plan 
was ready in October 2007, which received important inputs and revisions proposed by the 
Chairperson and the Members of the Bureau, MAB National Committees as well as other 
partner organizations and individuals. A revised draft was posted on the MABNet on 
20 December 2007 for additional comments by the international MAB community. All 
comments received (27 in total) are to be examined at the 20th session of the ICC to obtain a 
consensus Madrid Action Plan acceptable to all. 
 
20. The Secretary of the MAB Programme also reported on some relevant results of the 
34th session of the UNESCO General Conference held at UNESCO Headquarters in October-
November 2007, in particular, the consideration by the General Conference of the results of the 
Overall Review Committee for Major Programmes II (Natural Sciences) and III (Social and 
Human Sciences) that had been appointed by the Director-General. He pointed out that the draft 
Madrid Action Plan would address the implementation of many of the recommendations of the 
Review Committee.  
 
21. The Secretary of the MAB Programme informed the MAB-ICC on new developments 
related to partnerships involving the MAB Programme, including those with an International 
Institute for a Partnership for Environment and Development (IIPED), being established in 
Trieste, Italy as a category 2 institute under the auspices of UNESCO; the Memorandum of 
Understanding signed by UNESCO and the Stockholm Resilience Centre; and the Memorandum 
of Understanding signed by UNESCO and the Star Alliance Group of Airlines. 
 
22. The Secretary of the MAB Programme reported on the inclusion of 25 new biospheres 
reserves into the WNBR, which counts 531 sites in 105 countries. He also reported on the main 
ecosystems activities of the MAB Programme: in the area of drylands and related activities to 
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combat desertification, he informed the MAB-ICC that the MAB Secretariat was currently 
finalizing the proceedings of the Conference on “The Future of Drylands”, held in Tunis in June 
2006. The Conference benefited from significant scientific inputs from the current international 
MAB project on “Sustainable Management of Marginal Drylands (SUMAMAD)”. In the 
context of the UNEP-GEF regional project for six West African biosphere reserves, which has 
generated a great wealth of knowledge since its inception in 2004, efforts are currently being 
made in order to share this knowledge with policy-makers and demonstrate how results from the 
project can be incorporated into the management plans of the six biosphere reserves concerned. 
With regard to mountain ecosystems, focus is currently on the follow-up to the European 
Commission-UNESCO-MAB Mountain Research Initiative project on “Global Change and 
Mountain Regions (GLOCHAMORE)”, which uses mountain biosphere reserves in all regions 
of the world to assess the impact of global change, including climate change, on mountain 
environments and people. As for the activities in coastal/marine areas, a new sub-regional MAB 
Network for the Pacific region, PacMAB, has been created, which will inter alia promote the 
creation of new biosphere reserves, in particular in Pacific island countries that have not yet 
joined the WNBR.  
 
23. In the area of capacity building, the Secretary of the MAB Programme reported on the 
activities and success of the ERAIFT (Regional Postgraduate School on Integrated Management 
of Tropical Forests and Lands) in Kinshasa, DRC, which has trained more than 60 Africans at 
master’s degree level and has awarded its first three PhDs. The challenge for the future is to 
strengthen ERAIFT and to use this project as a model for the development of other regional 
training facilities for other ecosystems, including arid lands and wetlands.  
 
24. An International Conference on Humid Tropical Ecosystems was held in Kandy, Sri Lanka 
in December 2006. It recommended to explore various possibilities so as to build South-South 
and triangular South-North-South cooperation in the Congo Basin, the Amazon region and the 
South-East Asia region.  
 
25. The Secretary of the MAB Programme mentioned the attribution of the 2008 MAB Young 
Scientists Awards aimed to support research on environmental issues; he also indicated that six 
issues of the electronic MAB Newsletter had been released since the last MAB-ICC, with the 
aim to strengthen communication within and beyond the WNBR.  
 
26. The Secretary of the MAB Programme introduced two new staff members of the Division of 
Ecological and Earth Sciences in Paris: Ms Sarah Gaines, USA and Ms Wakako Ichikawa, Japan.  
 
27. Finally, he informed the members of the MAB-ICC that a handbook on biosphere reserves, 
as requested at the 18th session of the MAB-ICC, had been compiled by a former member of the 
MAB Secretariat, Ms Jane Robertson, and that the handbook would be made available for 
comments on the MABNet.  
 
VI Realignment of ICC working methods and practices to better meet UNESCO’s 
planning and programming agendas 
 
VII Regional, sub-regional and thematic networks as future drivers of MAB and the 
World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) 
 
VIII Biosphere reserve zones in conservation, development and building a knowledge 
society 
 

  



SC-08/CONF.201/11 - page 6 

IX Research and capacity building in biosphere reserves for ecosystem goods and 
services 
 
X Learning, adaptive management and governance for sustainable development in 
biosphere reserves 
 
28. The Chairperson of the ICC noted that the working documents corresponding to agenda 
items 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 had been requested by the 19th session of the ICC in view of preparing the 
Madrid Action Plan. All the documents had been presented to the plenary of the 3rd World 
Congress of Biosphere Reserves on the afternoon of 4 February at the same venue and where 
many of the ICC Members and observers were present. Hence, based on the suggestion of the 
Chairperson, the Council decided not to have another round of presentations of these five 
working documents but consider comments on those documents pertaining to agenda items 6 to 
10 within the context of the Council’s discussions on the Madrid Action Plan. 
 
XI Discussions and decisions on the Madrid Action Plan and the Madrid Declaration 
(Agenda items 11 and 12) 
 
29. The Chairperson introduced the draft Madrid Action Plan (MAP) or document SC-
08/CONF.201/8. He recalled the process that led to its formulation, namely, the establishment 
by the Bureau of the MAB-ICC of a three-person drafting team and widespread public 
consultations on the draft through the MABNet, and he opened the floor for comments from the 
ICC Members and Observers inviting them to provide practical views on whether there would 
be a need, and if so how, to improve the current draft MAP. The ICC Members made the 
following comments on the draft Madrid Action Plan (MAP): 
 
- The delegate from Argentina stressed that the proposed Task Force charged with supervising 

the implementation of the MAP should liaise with the ICC Bureau; or else, an alternative 
mechanism through which to ensure participation by ICC Members in the Task Force should 
be envisaged. 

 
- The delegate from Mali suggested the need to elaborate further upon the section of the MAP 

dealing with ecosystem services. 
 
- The delegate from the Russian Federation stressed that protected areas should remain the 

main element of any biosphere reserves, in the form of their core zones; and that while 
defining core zone status, special attention should be paid to the conservation of pristine and 
quasi-pristine areas. He insisted on the importance to link biosphere reserves with the 
implementation of relevant international agreements and, in particular, the Programme of 
Work on Protected Areas under the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). It was also 
suggested that the MAB-ICC be upgraded to an intergovernmental council to enable 
adequate support of National Governments to MAB National Committees. 

 
- The delegate from Madagascar supported the request by Argentina to ensure that ICC 

Members interested in taking part in the proposed Task Force would be able to do so. The 
question of giving the appropriate importance to the issue of climate change in the context of 
the MAP was raised. It was noted that climate change poses risks as well as opportunities 
(especially in terms of carbon ‘industries’), including for building adequate capacity, and 
that the notion of climate change had progressively evolved into broader issues related to 
landscape use, which should be addressed in the context of the MAP. 
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- The delegate from Egypt suggested that any change in the name of the MAB Programme 
would be misleading and counterproductive. It was stressed that it was imperative to 
reinforce the current structure of the MAB Programme and foresee appropriate enforcement 
measures. It was also stressed that biosphere reserves should act as laboratories for solving 
real problems such as water-related issues and natural disasters. It was felt that the term 
‘governance’ was misleading in that it had a political connotation and that, in the context of 
the MAP, terms such as ‘management’ should be used in its place. It was pointed out that 
involving the private sector further in the activities of biosphere reserves was a good 
endeavor and that memoranda of understanding to this end should be developed; this type of 
partnerships should allow for private ventures such as ecotourism companies to utilize the 
MAB image, for example through the use of the MAB logo. It was also proposed that post-
graduate diploma schemes be developed in biosphere reserves or the MAB Programme, 
which would assist in addressing the science education component of the MAP. 

 
- The delegate from Sri Lanka commended the draft MAP and expressed its appreciation at 

the fact that several of the recommendations made at the International Conference on Humid 
Tropical Ecosystems held in Sri Lanka in December 2006 had been reflected in the draft 
Madrid Action Plan. He also expressed the need for guidelines and incentives to implement 
the biosphere reserve concept in buffer zones and transition areas with the aim of clarifying 
the notion of ‘pilot testing sites’, as well as the need for guidelines on the functioning of the 
MAB Programme for the National Committees. 

 
- The delegate from the United Kingdom stressed the importance to maintain the core values 

of the MAB Programme, specifically with regard to inclusiveness, participation and societal 
choice. He stressed that the MAP should be a refinement and clarification of the Seville 
Strategy. Satisfaction was expressed with regard to linkages in the draft MAP with other 
UNESCO Intergovernmental Scientific Programmes (ISPs). 

 
- The delegate from Spain supported the current draft MAP while recognizing the need for its 

possible improvements. He warned the ICC on the importance of referring to ‘good practices’ 
in biosphere reserves rather than to the notion of ‘laboratories’, as the latter would imply 
experimental activities rather than implementation. It was stressed that the finalization of the 
draft MAP should include clarification on its juridical aspects before its final endorsement 
by the General Conference of UNESCO in 2009. Furthermore, the delegate noted that Spain 
would not support the establishment of a new Task Force, because there are other bodies of 
the MAB Programme (ICC, Advisory Committee, and Regional Networks) that could deal 
with the work proposed for the Task Force. 

 
- The delegate from Iran called for the conservation element in the vision of the draft MAP to 

be reinforced, as well as for the strengthening of the provisions related to technical 
assistance, capacity-building and to education. 

 
- The delegate from Cuba stressed the pertinence of the draft MAP and drew the ICC’s 

attention to the important contribution that the regional networks could provide towards its 
finalization. Changes in names of the MAB Programme and biosphere reserves were seen as 
less relevant. 

 
- The delegate from Germany supported the draft MAP as an appropriate basis on which to 

proceed with further steps related to its finalization. It was stressed that the Seville Strategy 
should be linked with the draft MAP so as to ensure continuity and capitalize upon past 
efforts and experiences. It was suggested that a number of concrete measures should be 
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foreseen in the context of the MAP, including: strengthening the currently loose structure of 
the MAB Programme; developing strong indicators; identifying clear targets; and 
cooperating with the private sector. Skepticism about the possible changes in the name of the 
MAB Programme, as well as the establishment of the Task Force was expressed.  

 
- The delegate from the Dominican Republic drew the attention of the ICC to the need for the 

draft MAP to address the ethical dimension of climate change and of consumption patterns 
in biosphere reserves and for the principle of shared and differentiated responsibilities to be 
introduced in the draft MAP. It was pointed out that the logical framework of some of its 
parts should be improved; that the MAP should make specific reference to quality, quantity 
and time indicators for actions; and that it should also include actions to be carried out by 
local government authorities. 

 
- The delegate from Slovakia suggested that the draft MAP could refer to partners in 

ecosystem and landscape research such as the United Nations University (UNU), in 
particular the newly established UNU Research and Training Centre for Ecosystems and 
Landscape Health in Slovakia and the International Long Term Ecological Research (ILTER) 
network. 

 
- The delegate from Indonesia supported the suggestion that climate change be included in the 

draft MAP. It was stated forcefully that climate change needs immediate responses so as to 
improve mitigation capacities and to be able to develop plans at all levels in order to 
counteract the adverse effects of climate change. 

 
- The delegate from Ethiopia called for the expeditious establishment of a drafting committee 

in order to finalize the draft MAP. 
 
- The delegate from the Republic of Korea pointed out to experiences whereby problems have 

raised with regard to the perception of the term ‘reserve’ and proposed the term ‘park’ as a 
more appropriate designation. It was also stressed that the ‘soft-law nature’ of the Statutory 
Framework may entail limited consideration of the MAB Programme at the central 
government level as compared with international conventions. 

 
30. The ICC Observers expressed the following comments on the Madrid Action Plan (MAP):  
 
- The delegate from Canada stated that the draft MAP was too ambitious, lacked realism in 

light of the limited resources available and that priority-setting was therefore needed. The 
need to build on the Seville Strategy was stressed. In its current form, the draft MAP was 
found to reflect an incomplete picture of sustainable development as it lacked technological, 
informational and cultural aspects, such as local and traditional uses of biodiversity. The 
MAP should allow for participatory approaches, partnerships and integration – three main 
characteristics of biosphere reserves – to be applied to larger portions of the landscape, 
including urban areas. It was noted that the periodic review could be used as an opportunity 
for stakeholder consultations and for developing models of cooperative efforts; in this regard, 
it was also noted that flexibility with regard to zoning was needed. 

 
- The representative of the World Heritage Convention reminded the ICC Members and 

Observers that more than 80 sites were biosphere reserves that also included areas inscribed 
on the UNESCO World Heritage List. He informed the MAB-ICC that these joint sites were 
not only natural heritage and biodiversity sites, but were also cultural landscapes, mixed sites, 
archaeological and rock-art sites, and that cooperation between these sites was being further 
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advanced so as to achieve common conservation objectives. It was suggested that the 
conservation function be strengthened and the partnerships with the Convention be made 
more explicit in the draft MAP, especially with regard to the action area related to zonation. 

 
- The representative of the IUCN encouraged the ICC to sharpen the scope of the targets of 

the MAP and suggested that it be shortened without detracting from its key messages. It was 
stressed that the MAP should reflect a sense of urgency, in particular regarding the key role 
of biosphere reserves in addressing the loss of species and pervasive threats of climate 
change. In this context, the role and functions of the different areas/zones of biosphere 
reserves should be clarified, and the periodic review process used further as a strategic tool 
to measure the performance of biosphere reserves against national standards for sustainable 
development. More emphasis should be put on partnerships; in this context, it was stressed 
that linkages with the CBD and with the IUCN Connectivity and Climate Change initiative, 
as well as with the broader process of the IUCN World Conservation Congress to be held in 
Barcelona in October 2008, should be established. 

 
- The representative of the ERAIFT called for the MAP to be guided by a systemic approach, 

which should also be reflected in the name of the MAB Programme. The MAP should reflect 
the notion of poverty reduction and rely on success indicators. It was referred that, as it was 
already recognized by the UNESCO governing organs, ERAIFT represented a model for 
tropical forest management beyond Central Africa and in fact beyond Africa itself, for other 
tropical regions such as in South America. 

 
- A former Secretary of the MAB Programme suggested the need for the MAP to act as a very 

valuable communication document, which implied the need for streamlining the current 
version of the MAP. It was stressed that the Seville Strategy should be used as a basis 
against which to build the MAP. 

 
31. Having listened to the various views on the draft MAP, the Chairperson recognized that it 
benefited from a general degree of support. In order to address the requests for its improvement 
made by several ICC Members and Observers, the Chairperson decided to establish a drafting 
committee under the chairmanship of Spain and comprising two representatives per regional 
group, two members of the UNESCO International Advisory Committee for Biosphere Reserves 
and two members of the drafting team that was constituted by the MAB Bureau of the 
19th session of the MAB-ICC in order to prepare the draft MAP for discussions of the 
20th session of the MAB-ICC and the 3rd World Congress of Biosphere Reserves in Madrid. 
 
32. Subsequently, the regional groups identified their representatives to the drafting committee, 
namely: Argentina, Dominican Republic, Egypt, Ethiopia, Indonesia, Latvia, Madagascar, 
Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, Sudan and United Kingdom. 
 
33. The ICC agreed that the drafting committee should work in parallel with the ICC, report to it 
regularly and deliver its final report – the finalized draft MAP by day 3 of ICC 20. 
 
34. At the following working session of the MAB-ICC, the Chair of the Drafting Committee 
reported to the MAB-ICC on progress made by the Committee. During its first meeting, the 
Committee recognized that the Seville Strategy should be taken into account in their work. The 
Committee had a discussion on the main challenges noted in the draft MAP such as climate 
change, urbanization and provision of ecological services. The mission and vision had been 
discussed, and the members of the Committee felt that they should reflect a mixture of the 
options proposed in the current draft MAP. The Committee had agreed on the need to simplify 

  



SC-08/CONF.201/11 - page 10 

and shorten the MAP. Finally, the Chair noted the good spirit of participation in the Drafting 
Committee. 
 
35. The Chairperson of the MAB-ICC expressed encouragement to the Drafting Committee. He 
informed the MAB-ICC that the syntheses of the work by the regional groups at the 3rd World 
Congress of Biosphere Reserves would be made available to the Drafting Committee and 
assured the Council that the views expressed by the various regions would be taken into due 
account in the draft MAP.  
 
36. The delegate of the United Kingdom expressed concerns with regard to the need for all 
inputs formulated in the context of the World Congress to be transferred on to the Drafting 
Committee and the capacity of the latter to deal with all inputs received; he also proposed to 
provide all the necessary help to the Drafting Committee. This intervention was supported by an 
ICC Observer, Canada 
 
37. Two ICC Observers then expressed the following observations:  
 
- The delegate from Brazil added her comments on the draft MAP to those already expressed 

by other members and observers of the MAB-ICC the previous day. Namely, she explained 
that there was not a clear relationship between the introduction and the suggested actions; 
that operational guidance for implementing actions at the local level should be provided for 
in the draft MAP; and that reference to multilateral environmental agreements was missing. 
She also raised the question of fundraising strategies that are needed to implement the MAP. 

 
- The delegate from France stressed that it was important that the Drafting Committee would 

take into account the views from the regions. He took this opportunity to stress that the 
process of demographic changes should also be taken into account by the draft MAP, as this 
process was not reflected in the Seville Strategy. 

 
38. In response, the Chairperson of the MAB-ICC reassured delegates that all pertinent elements 
would be taken into account in the process of drafting the MAP, through a large consultation 
process at the Council and the Congress and the regular interaction of the Drafting Committee 
with the regional and thematic groups of the Congress. 
 
39. The representative from an ICC Observer, Algeria, pointed out that the MAP should also 
address issues related to poverty, fair international trade (especially of natural resources) and the 
equitable sharing of benefits from natural resources. 
 
40. The Chairperson of the MAB-ICC stated that the need to reconcile conservation with income 
generation was being considered in the draft MAP. 
 
41. On 7 February, the Chairperson of the MAB-ICC invited the Chair of the Drafting 
Committee to inform the MAB-ICC on the progress of work by the Committee.  
 
42. The report of the Chair of the Drafting Committee can be summarized as follows: 
 
- The Committee met on 6 February from 16:00 to 21:00 and on 7 February from 10:00 to 

13:00. The Committee will reconvene on the same day at 15:00. 
- The Committee focused on simplifying the draft MAP by reducing redundancy and ensuring 

more coherence. It primarily focused on matching targets with actions. To this end, three 
sub-groups were formed within the Committee, and an in-depth examination of the draft 
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MAP was conducted so as to produce a single table clearly stating all the targets and related 
actions. 

- Changes in the introduction of the MAP were made in order to better reflect the link with the 
Seville Strategy, which is still to be considered as a core document for the World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves. 

- Changes in the structure of the document were also made so as to reflect the comments and 
suggestions that the Committee received from the MAB-ICC and the regional and thematic 
groups that met in the context of the 3rd World Congress of Biosphere Reserves. 

- A meeting with the chairs/rapporteurs of the regional groups was held to ensure that 
consensus comments from the regional groups were incorporated in the draft MAP; and a 
meeting with the chairs/rapporteurs of the thematic groups was scheduled for the same 
purpose; 

- The Committee will continue its work on the vision and mission statements of the draft MAP. 
- The Committee also considered the discussions on the establishment of a Task Force as 

suggested in the original draft MAP, and decided that the decision on this item needed to be 
taken by the ICC as a whole. 

 
43. The ICC took note of the report of the Chair of the Drafting Committee. A draft Madrid 
Declaration was distributed for subsequent consideration by the MAB-ICC. 
 
44. The Chairperson of the MAB-ICC opened the floor for discussion on the draft Madrid 
Declaration. A number of specific amendments were made. The MAB-ICC adopted the Madrid 
Declaration, as contained in Annex 3 of this report.  
 
45. The Chairperson opened the floor for discussions on the second version of the draft MAP 
that had been produced by the MAB-ICC Drafting Committee. Members of the MAB-ICC 
provided amendments to the draft MAP as follows:  
 
- The delegate from Argentina highlighted that some actions were repeated under different 

targets, and this duplication of actions should be avoided in the final version of the MAP. 
 
- The delegate from Egypt requested the deletion of the expression stating ‘in ethical, 

transparent and accountable manner’ under Targets 4 and 7 of the draft MAP.  
 
- The delegate from Togo highlighted that recommendations from the thematic group on 

forests had not been sufficiently reflected in the draft MAP. 
 
- The delegate from Sri Lanka suggested that a sentence be added with regard to keeping the 

term ‘biosphere reserves’, while also giving the possibility to MAB National Committees to 
adapt it to particular national contexts, as appropriate. 

 
- The delegate from Austria suggested adding to the MAP some strategic directions, 
particularly with regard to ensuring flexibility in the definition of areas/zones. 
 
- The delegate from Colombia suggested that in Target 3 an action be included with regard to 
creation of a journalism award for communication work in promoting role and importance of 
biosphere reserves. With regard to Target 6, she proposed adding an action on creating an 
incentive programme to recognize the efforts of communities, individuals, institutions, networks 
and nations in creating, managing and promoting the biosphere reserves. She also stressed, with 
particular reference to Action 26, that the issue of alternative livelihoods was not adequately 
reflected in the draft MAP.  
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- The delegate from Sweden suggested adding reference to “local communities”; this 

suggestion was supported by one ICC Observer, Canada.  
 
- In relation to Target 18, the delegate from Egypt raised the question of why costal areas only 

and not other ecosystems were mentioned in this target. He also mentioned that the capacity-
building component of the MAP, namely professional training, was not adequately reflected 
in the draft Madrid Action Plan. Finally, in this context, he suggested the establishment of 
University diplomas for biosphere reserve managers. 

 
- The delegate from Germany made specific requests on the deletion of the terms ‘core areas 

and buffer’ on page 15, line 12 of the draft MAP and the replacement of the success 
indicator for Target 23 with ‘number of biosphere reserves integrating urban areas’. He 
proposed the following rewording of the section F of the MAP “The Madrid Action Plan 
(MAP) has been adopted at the 20th session of the MAB-ICC also in view of implementing 
effectively UNESCO's Mid-Term Strategy. In light of the rolling character of that strategy, 
possible adaptations of the MAP may be discussed at the next ICC Meeting in 2009”. 

 
46. The representative of an ICC Observer, Canada, stated that it had been very difficult for 
French-speaking participants in the ICC session to follow the modifications being made to the 
texts since no French translation of the amended texts was available. The representative of 
France had also raised this issue. Canada regretted the lack of consultation with the participants 
in the Madrid Congress as well as with representatives from the private and the public sectors in 
the drafting of the Madrid Declaration although the latter states in its introductory paragraph, 
that they had been consulted.  
 
47. With the above-mentioned amendments, the MAB-ICC adopted the Madrid Action Plan 
(MAP), as contained in Annex 4 to this report. 
 
48. The MAB-ICC requested the MAB Secretariat to make available the adopted version of the 
MAP on the MABNet by mid-March 2008.  
 
49. The Chairperson of the MAB-ICC requested that the Secretary of MAB, in collaboration 
with Permanent Delegations to UNESCO, explore the possibility of setting up an ad hoc 
committee operating at UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, including representatives from all 
UNESCO regions as well as observers, to follow up on the implementation of the MAP. 
 
 
XII. Date and venue of MAB-ICC 21 
 
50. The MAB-ICC decided to convene its 21st session in late May or early June 2009. Two 
proposals for the venue of MAB-ICC 21 were considered: the UNESCO Headquarters in Paris 
and the Island of Jeju, Republic of Korea. The MAB-ICC requested the MAB Secretariat to 
explore the feasibility of these two options and propose the most appropriate date and venue for 
MAB-ICC 21 to the MAB-ICC Members by June 2008. 
 
 
XIII. Other matters 
 
51. The delegate from the Republic of Korea requested that the map of the World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves be amended since there were errors in the way the Republic of Korea and 
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the Democratic Republic of Korea were referred to in the map. He therefore requested to halt the 
distribution of the map until the requested corrections were made. 
 
52. The MAB Secretary informed the MAB-ICC that at its meeting in September 2007 at the 
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris, the MAB Bureau had approved the recommendation made by 
the Advisory Committee to grant the 2007 Michel Batisse Award for Biosphere Reserve 
Management to Mr Francisco Javier Jiménez Gonzáles, Mexico. The MAB-ICC congratulated 
Mr Jiménez Gonzáles on his work and officially granted him the 2007 Michel Batisse Award for 
Biosphere Reserve Management. 
 
 
XIV. Adoption of the report 
 
53. The Chairperson and the Members of the MAB-ICC entrusted the Secretariat with the 
finalization and translation of the report of the 20th session of the MAB-ICC. They requested the 
Secretariat to send as soon as possible the draft version of the report to all Members of the ICC 
for their comments and approval. In the event that the Secretariat did not receive comments 
within a one-month deadline, the report would be considered adopted. 
 
 
XV. Closure of the session 
 
54. The Secretary of the MAB Programme thanked the Chair, the Bureau and the Council 
participants for their support and discussions. He also expressed his appreciation to his 
colleagues of the MAB Secretariat as well as those staff members working intensively behind 
the scenes, including the translators, interpreters, assistants and technicians. He heartily thanked 
the Spanish Government for the outstanding support provided to the 3rd World Congress of 
Biosphere Reserves and the 20th session of the ICC. 
 
55. The Chairperson of MAB-ICC expressed his gratitude to the Spanish Government for its 
generosity for hosting the 3rd World Congress of Biosphere Reserves and the 20th session of the 
MAB-ICC. He also thanked the Secretariat, the Members of the MAB-ICC and all those 
involved in the preparations and smooth running of this session and declared the meeting closed. 
 

- - - 
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Vice-President of ICC MAB/UNESCO 
Deputy Chair of Russian MAB Committee 
41/5 Vavilov Street, Off 7 
Moscow 117312 
Russian Federation 
Tel.: +7 499 724-2515 
Fax: +7 495 124 7932 
Mobile: +7 963 617 6440 
E-mail: rusmabcom@gmail.com 
 
Mrs.O. Krever  
Head of Section of Normative Regulating of Strictly Protected Areas 
Ministry of Natural Resources 
4/6, B. Gruzinskaya Street 
123995 Moscow 
Russia  
Tel.: +7 (495) 719-09-57 
E-mail: okrever@mnr.gov.ru 
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Ms Tatiana Merkushina 
Director, Divison of Stricly Protected Areas 
Department for the Environment and Ecological Security 
 of the Khanty-Manksiyisky Autonomous District 
2 Studentcheskaya St 
Khanty-Mansiysk City 
Tuymenskaya Oblast 
Russian Federation 
Tel: +7(34671) 53081 
Mobile: +79048729899 
Email: nadutkinsa@noos.hmao.ru  
 
Mr Sergey Pikunov 
2 Studentcheskaya St  
Khanty-Mansiysk City 
Tuymenskaya Oblast 
Russian Federation 
Tel: +7(34671) 53070 
Fax: +7(34671) 26296 
Mobile: +79028140323 
Email: pikunovsv@noos.hmao.ru  
 
Mr Yuri Badenkov 
Senior Researcher 
Institute of Geography 
Russian Academy of Sciences 
Staromonetny 29 
119017 Moscow 
Russian Federation 
Tel.: (7095) 959 00 28 (office) 
Fax: (7095) 959 00 33 
Email: yubaden@mail.ru 
 
Ms Inna Balabanova 
Senior Specialist 
Committee for Foreign Relations of Khanty-Mansiysky Autonomous District 
5 Mira St.  
Khanty-Mansiysk 
Tyumenskaya Oblast 
Russian Federation 
Tel: +7(34971) 92250 
Fax: +7(34671) 92250 
Mobile: +79088816898 
Email: balabanovaIE@admhmao.ru  
 
Mr Valeriy Egorov 
Head of Humanitarian and Social Sciences Division 
Presidium of Russian Academy of Science 
Leninsky, Ave. 14 
Moscow 117071 
Russian Federation 
Tel: (495) 237 4331 
Email: vegorov@presidium.ras.ru  
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Ms Lyudmila Orlova 
Head of Financial Division 
Presidium of Russian Academy of Science 
Leninsky, Ave. 14 
Moscow 117071 
Russian Federation 
Tel: (495) 237 5661 
 
Mr. Grigory. Ordzhonikidze  
Secretary-General 
Commission of the Russian Federation for UNESCO  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
32/ 34 Smolenskaya-Sennaya Sq. 
RU - 121200 MOSCOW, G-200 
Russian Federation  
tel: (7.495 ) 244 24 56 ; 
Fax : (7.495) 244 24 75  
E-mail : rusnatcom@mid.ru 
 
Ms. M.Yankova  
Commission of the Russian Federation for UNESCO  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
32/ 34 Smolenskaya-Sennaya Sq. 
RU - 121200 MOSCOW, G-200 
Russian Federation  
tel: (7.495 ) 244 24 56 ; 
Fax : (7.495) 244 24 75  
E-mail : rusnatcom@mid.ru 
 
 

SLOVAKIA / SLOVAQUIE 
 
Mr Július Oszlányi 
Chairperson 
Slovak National Committee for UNESCO MAB Programme 
Institute of Landscape Ecology of the Slovak Academy of Sciences 
Stefániková Str. N°3 
P.O. Box 254 
81499 Bratislava 
Slovakia 
Tel.: +421 2 5249 3882 
Fax: +421 2 5249 4508 
Mobile: + 421 905 491 420 
E-mail: Julius.oszlanyi@savba.sk 
 
 

SPAIN / ESPAGNE 
 
Mr Antonio Serrano Rodriguez 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz S/N 
28071 Madrid 



 
 

SC-08/CONF.201.INF.3 - page 17 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 597 6827 
Fax: +34 91 597 5825 
 
Mr Jose Luis Hernandez Saez 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz S/N 
28071 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 597 6827 
Fax: +34 91 597 5825 
 
Mr Juan Garay Zabala 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz S/N 
28071 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 597 6827 
Fax: +34 91 597 5825 
 
Mr Jesus Casas Grande 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz S/N 
28071 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 597 6827 
Fax: +34 91 597 5825 
 
Mr Ingo Ascasibar Zubizarreta 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz S/N 
28071 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.:+34 91 597 62 05 
Fax:+34 91 597 68 60 
E-mail: iascasibar@mma.es 
 
Mr Francisco José Cantos Menes 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz S/N 
28071 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 597 6827 
Fax: +34 91 597 5825 
 
Mr Eduardo Crespo de Nogueira 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz S/N 
28071 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 597 6827 
Fax: +34 91 597 5825 
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Ms Olga Escayola Calvo 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz S/N 
28071 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 597 6819 
Fax: +34 91 597 5825 
E-mail: escayola@mma.es 
 
Ms Paloma Lopez Izquierdo 
Ministerio de Medio Ambiente 
Plaza San Juan de la Cruz S/N 
28071 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 597 6827 
Fax: +34 91 597 5825 
 
Ms Eulalia Moreno 
Director 
Estación Experimental de Zonas Áridas – CSIC 
General Segura 1 
E- 04001 Almeria 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 950 281 045 
Fax: +34 959 277 100 
E-mail: emoreno@eeza.csic.es 
 
Mr Juan José Martinez Jarauta 
Reserva de Biosphera Bardenas Reales 
Parque Natural Bardenas Reales 
C/ San Marcial 19 
31550 Tudela (Navarra)  
Spain 
 
 

SRI LANKA 
 
Mr Anthony H. Magdon Jayasuriya 
EML Consultants (Pvt) Ltd. 
Tel.: +94 11 56 77 039 
Fax: +94 11 55 35 877 
Mobile: +94 777 912 913 
E-mail: magdonj@emlconsultants.com 
 
Ms Jinie Dela 
MAB National Committee 
National Science Foundation 
47/5, Maitland Place 
Colombo 07 
Sri Lanka 
Tel.: +94 11 2675842 
Fax: +94 11 2694734 
E-mail: jini@sltnet.lk 
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SUDAN / SOUDAN 
 

Mr Khalid Shokri Abdelgadr  
First Secretary,  
Deputy Permanent Delegate  
Permanent Delegation of Sudan to UNESCO 
UNESCO House 
1, rue Miollis 
75015 Paris 
France 
Tel.: +33 1 45 68 31 77/78 
Fax: +33 1 47 34 37 04 
Mobile: +33 6 27 46 84 10 
E-mail: dl.soudan@unesco.org 
 
Mrs Dr Salwa Mansour Abdelhameed 
Director, Wildlife Research Center 
Chair of Sudanese MAB Committee 
Tel: +24985314798 
Fax: +24985314798 
Mobile: +249912973199 
E-mail: salwa39@hotmail.com  
 
Mr Sanad Sulimanlbn. S.  
Director of Dinder Biosphere Reserve 
Khartoum 
Sudan 
Tel: +249912310820 
Email: wildlife_sudan@yahoo.com 
 
Mr Aduam Nassan Adaam 
Director of Radom Biosphere Reserve 
Khartoum  
Sudan 
Email: wildlife_sudan@yahoo.com 
 
 

SWEDEN / SUÈDE 
 
Mr Thomas Elmqvist 
Institutionen för Systemekologi 
Stockholms universitet 
Professorsgatan 20 
SE 10691 Stockholm 
Sweden 
Tel.: +46 705 26 48 06 
Fax: +46 222 83 99 
E-mail: thomase@ecology.su.se 
 
Mr Olof Olsson 
Programmes Director 
Mistra (The Foundation for Strategic Environment Research) 
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Gamla Brogatan 36-38 
SE 111 20 Stockholm 
Sweden 
Tel.: +46 8 791 10 22 
Fax: +46 8 791 10 29 
Mobile: +46 706 75 45 09 
E-mail: olof.olsson@mistra.org 
 
Mr Per Olsson 
Stockholm Resilience Centre 
Stockholm University 
10691 Stockholm 
Sweden 
Tel.: +46 73 644 01 04 
Mobile: +46 73 644 09 04 
E-mail: per@ctm.su.se 
 
 

TOGO 
 

Ms Amah Atutonu 
B.P. 355 
Lomé  
Togo 
Tel: 002282214029 
Fax: 002282214029 
Mobile: 002289143977 
Lydia_atutonu@yahoo.fr  
 
 

UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND / 
ROYAUME-UNI DE GRANDE-BRETAGNE ET D'IRLANDE DU NORD 

 
Mr Andy Bell 
Chairperson and Secretary 
MAB National Committee 
N Devon Coast & Countryside Service 
Bideford Station - East the Water 
Bideford 
EX39 4BB Devon 
United Kingdom 
Tel.: +44 123 742 3655 
Fax: +44 123 742 3613 
E-mail: andrew.bell@devon.gov.uk 
 
Mr Martin Price 
Perth College 
UHI Millennium Institute 
Crieff Road 
Perth Phi 2NX 
United Kingdom 
Tel: +44 1738 877217 
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Fax: +44 1738 877018 
Email: martin.price@perth.uhi.ac.uk  
 
 

VENEZUELA 
 

Mr Victor Blanco Marquez 
Centro Simón Bolívar 
Torre sur Edificio Marn 
Piso 6 Oficina Proyecto Delta el Silencio 
Caracas 
Venezuela 
Tel.: +58 212 40 82 102 
Fax: +58 212 40 84 860 
Mobile: +58 414 590 77 53 
E-mail: delta-ondb@minamb.gob.ve 
 
Mr Ramiro Royero 
President of the MAB National Committee 
Avenida Libertador, C/C Calle Helice 
Edif. Ariza 
Piso 11, Apto. 111 
Chacdo, Carcas 
Venezuela 
Tel: 58 212 2665706 
Mobile: 58 414 131732 
Email: royeror@pdvsa.com  
 

VIET NAM  
 

 
Mr Nguyên Van Thanh 
Head of Cat Ba Biosphere Reserve Management Board 
Vice chairman of Haiphong People’s Committee 
Haiphong People’s Committee 
N°2 Le Lai, Hai Phong City 
Vietnam 
Tel: +84 3138838021 
Fax: +84 313842368 
Email: thanhnv1957@haiphong.gov.vn  
 
Mr Pham Quang Tho 
8 Khuc Hao Street 
Deputy Secretary General  
Vietnam National Commission for UNESCO 
N° 8 Khuc Hao Street 
Badinh District 
Hanoi 
Vietnam 
Tel: +84 4 7993113 
Fax: +84 4 8230702 
Mobile: 0912562426 
Email: thophamquang2001@yahoo.com  
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Mr Nguyen Hoang Tri 
Secretary 
Vietnam MAB Committee 
136 Xuan Thuy 
Hanoi  
Vietnam 
Tel.: +84 4 754 7502 
Fax: +84 4 754 7502 
E-mail: CERE@hn.vnn.vn 
 
Mr Nguyen Van Binh 
General Manager 
Viet-Nhat, Steel Company 
Vetnam’s MAB Associated Private Sector 
N° 159 Bach Dang Street 
Hong Bang District 
Hai Phong 
Tel: +84 913241405 
Fax: +84 313749051 
Email: hps@hn.vnn.vn  
 
 

ZIMBABWE 
 
Mr Josiah Mhlanga 
Secretary-General 
Zimbabwe National Commission for UNESCO 
Ministry of Higher and Tertiary Education 
P. Bag CY 7732 
Causeway 
Harare 
Zimbabwe 
Tel.: +263 4 737 407 
Fax: +263 4 732 752 
Mobile: +263 11 205 699 
E-mail: mhlangajj@yahoo.co.uk 
 

OBSERVERS / OBSERVATEURS 
UNESCO MEMBER STATES / ETATS MEMBRE DE L’UNESCO 

 
ALGERIA / ALGÉRIE 

 
Professeur Boudjema Samraoui 
MESRS 
Department of Biology  
University of Guelma 
Guelma 
Algeria 
Fax: 00213 37 200264 
Mobile: 00213 74 525926 
Email: bsamraoui@yahoo.fr  
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Mme Rabah 
Directrice 
Ministère de l’Enseignement supérieur et de la recherche scientifique 
ALGER 
Algérie 
Tel : 00213 21 91 27 10 
Fax : 00213 21 91 27 10 
 
 

ANGOLA 
 
Mr André Nanizeyi Kindudi 
C.P. 2981 
Luanda 
Angola 
Tel.: +244 912 212 172 
Mobile:+244 923 510 764 
E-mail: nanizeyandré@yahoo.com.br 
 
 

AUSTRALIA / AUSTRALIE 
 
Mr Reade Adam Smith 
Mornington Peninsula Shire Council and Mornington Peninsula and Westernport Biosphere 
Foundation 
Locked bad 1000 
Rosebud 
Victoria 
Australia 3939 
Tel.:+61 359 77 43 55 
Fax:+61 359 77 43 55 
Mobile:+61 409 95 70 96 
E-mail: reade.smith@mornpen.vic.gov.au 
 
 

BANGLADESH 
 
Mr Tarikul Islam 
Embassy of Bangladesh 
Diego de Leon 69 2D 
28006 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 309 27 35 
Fax: +34 91 40 29 564 
Mobile:+34 626 726 778 
E-mail: niputar@yahoo.com 
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BELARUS / BÉLARUS 
 

Ms Natallia Rybianets 
Vice Chairperson / Executive Director 
MAB National Committee 
Nezavisimosti Ave. 66 
Minsk 220072 
Belarus 
Tel: +375 17 28 41 456 
Fax: +375 17 28 40 481 
Mobile: +375 296 84 1456 
E-mail: mab@presidium.bas-net.by 
 
 

BULGARIA / BULGARIE 
 

H. Exc. Ms Irina Bokova 
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Bulgaria 
Permanent Delegate   
Permanent Delegation of Bulgaria to UNESCO 
UNESCO House 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
Tel.:+33 1 45 68 33 99 
Fax: +33 1 47 83 34 52 
E-mail: dl.rep-bulgarie@unesco.org 
 
Mr Vladimir Vladimirov 
Secretary of the Bulgarian MAB Committee 
Institute of Botany 
Bulgarian Academy of Sciences 
Acad. Georgi Bonchev Street, bl. 23 
1113 Sofia 
Bulgaria 
Tel: +35 92 879 2155 
Fax: +35 92 871 9032 
E-mail: vdvlad@bio.bas.bg 
 
Ms Tsvetelina Ivanova 
Ministry of Environment and Water of Bulgaria 
Blvd Marija Luiza 22 
1000 Sofia 
Bulgaria 
Tel.: +35 92 840 61 06 
Fax: +35 92 981 66 10 
E-mail: tzvety@moew.government.bg 
 
Mr Yordan Dardov 
Ministry of Environment and Water of Bulgaria 
Str Williama Gladstone 67 
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1000 Sofia 
Bulgaria 
Tel.: +35 92 940 62 57 
Fax: +35 92 981 66 10 
Mobile: +35 9 887 39 22 22 
E-mail: jordan.dardov@moev.government.bg 
 
Mr Georgi Ekov 
Regional Inspectorate of Environment and Water 
Tsar Boris II Boulevard 136 
P.O.B. 332 
1618 Sofia 
Bulgaria 
Tel.: +359 2 955 41 52 
Fax: +359 2 955 93 62 
E-mail: g_ekov@mail.bg 
 
 

CAMEROON /CAMEROUN 
 
M. Joseph Mboui 
Cameroun 
Tél.: +237 22 20 84 76 
Mobile: +237 99 55 16 36 
 
 

CANADA 
 
Ms Dominique Potvin 
Canadian Commission for UNESCO 
350, Albert / 350 Albert Street 
Box C.P. 1047 
Ottawa 
Ontario K1P 5V8 
Canada 
Tel.: +1 613 566 44 14 Ext. 5517 
Fax: + 1.613 566 44 05 
E-mail: dominique.potvin@unesco.ca 
 
Mr James Birtch 
Canadian Biosphere Reserves Association 
Parks Canada 
National Parks Directorate 
25 Eddy Street 
4th Floor 
Hull Quebec K1A 0M5 
Canada 
Tel.: +1 819 994 51 36 
Fax: +1 819 953 47 04 
E-mail: james.birtch@pc.gc.ca 
 
Mme Florence BERNARD 
5 rue Constantine 
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75007 PARIS 
France 
Tel: 01 44 43 25 72 
Email: florence.bernard@international.gc.ca  

 
CHINA / CHINE 

 
Mr Yi Zhijun 
Chinese National Committee for MAB 
N°52, Sanlihe Road 
Beijing 100864 
People’s Republic of China 
Tel: +86 10 685 97 302 
Fax: +86 10 685 97 486 
Mobile:+86 13 68 123 73 38 
E-mail: zjyi@cashg.ac.cn 
 
 

CONGO 
 
Mr Victorien Obouangongo 
Congo 
Tel.: +331 45 68 32 60 
Fax: +331 47 83 38 22 
Mobile:+336 27 50 71 
E-mail: obvct@yahoo.fr 

 
 

CÔTE D’IVOIRE 
 

Mme Martine TAHOUX TOUAO 
Université d'Abobo-Adjamé 
Centre de Recherche en Ecologie (CRE) 
08 BP 109 
ABIDJAN 08 
Côte d’Ivoire 
Tel.: +225 22 47 80 33 
Fax: +225 21 24 01 91 
Mobile: +225 07 92 16 41 
E-mail: mtahout@yahoo.fr 
 
M. Jean BIEMI 
Doyen de l’UFR des Sciences de la Terre et des Ressources Minières de l’Université d’Abidjan 
22 BP 582 
ABIDJAN 22 
Côte d’Ivoire 
Tél.: +225 22 444 927 
Fax: +225 22 44 52 70 
Mobile: +225 05 09 92 02 
E-mail: jbiemi@yahoo.fr 
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Mme Kaddy KAMATÉ 
B. P. V 151  
ABIDJAN 
Côte d’Ivoire 
Tél.:+225 20 21 60 37 
Fax:+225 20 21 60 37 
Mobile:+225 07 90 53 92 
E-mail: kaddyk111@yahoo.fr 
 
Mme Gbassaha GONTO 
OIPR / Parc national de Taï 
B.P. 1342 SOUBRÉ 
Côte d’Ivoire 
Tel: 224 3472 22 99 
Mobile: 225 0555 7100 
Email: ggonto@aviso.ci / gontogbassaha@yahoo.fr  
 
M. Kouame Pierre KOFFI 
Côte d’Ivoire 
Tel: (225) 22406110 
Fax: (225) 2406119 
Mobile: (225) 08909718 
Email: Koffi_Pierre@yahoo.fr  
 
 

CROATIA / CROATIE 
 
Mr Goran Gugic 
Chairperson 
MAB National Committee 
Lonjsko Polje Nature Park Public Service 
Krapje 30 
44325 Krapje 
Croatia 
Tel.: +385 44 606 450 
Fax: +385 44 606 449 
Mobile: +385 98 280 331 
E-mail: manager@pp-lonjsko-polje.hr 
 
Mr Davorin Markovic 
State Institute for Nature Protection 
Director 
Trg Mazuranica 5 
10 100 Zagreb 
Croatia 
Tel.: +385 1 55 02 990 
E-mail: davorin.markovic@dzzp.hr 
 
Mr Ivan Tomljenovic 
Park Manager 
Velebit Nature Park 
Kaniza bb 
53000 Gospic 
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Croatia 
Tel.: +385 53 560 450  
Fax: +385 53 560 451 
Mobile: +385 98 245 995 
E-mail: ivan.tomljenovic@pp-velebit.hr 
 
Mr Neven Trenc 
State Institute for Nature Protection 
Head of Section for the Assessment of the Impact on Nature 
Trg Mazuranica 5 
10100 Zagreb 
Croatia 
Tel.: +385 1 55 02 928 
Fax: +385 91 60 60 271 
E-mail: neven.trenc@dzzp.hr 
 
Ms Biljana Ivicic 
State Institute for Nature Protection 
Junior Associate 
Trg Mazuranica 5 
10100 Zagreb 
Croatia 
Tel.: +385 1 55 02 932 
E-mail: biljana.ivicic@dzzp.hr 
 
Mr Bernard Frankovic 
Faculty of Engineering 
Vukovarska 52 
51000 Rijeka 
Croatia 
Tel.: +385 98 461 037 
Fax: +385 51 675 801 
Mobile: +385 98 461 037 
E-mail: Bernard.frankovic@rihter.hr 
 
Ms Maja Frankovic 
Permanent Delegation of Croatia to UNESCO 
Maison de l'UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
Tel.: +33 1 43 06 12 97 
Fax: +33 1 45 68 31 48 
Mobile: +33 6 63 89 44 26 
E-mail: dl.croatie@unesco.org 
 
 

CZECH REPUBLIC / RÉPUBLIQUE TCHÈQUE 
 
Mr Miroslav Hatle 
Trebon Basin Biosphere Reserve Administration 
Valy 121 
37901 Trebon 
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Czech Republic 
E-mail: miroslav.hatle@nature.cz 
 
Mr Jan Kvet 
Chairperson 
Czech MAB National Committee 
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic 
Narodni 3 
11720 Praha 1 
Czech Republic 
Tel.: +420 221 403 420 
Fax: +420 224 240 531 
Mobile: +420 606 550 995 
E-mail: jan.kvet@seznam.cz 
 
Mr Frantisek Urban 
Czech MAB National Committee 
Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic 
Narodni 3 
11720 Praha 1 
Czech Republic 
Tel.: +420 221 403 420 
Fax: +420 224 240 531 
Mobile: +420 602 880 057 
E-mail: mab@kav.cas.cz 
 
 

DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF THE CONGO /  
RÉPUBLIQUE DÉMOCRATIQUE DU CONGO 

 
M. José ENDUNBO BONONGE 
Ministre de l’Environnement  
Conservation de la nature et tourisme 
 
M. Manda KIZABI 
Délégué permanent adjoint 
Délégation permanente de la République démocratique du Congo  
auprès de l'UNESCO 
Maison de l'UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 PARIS Cedex 15 
France 
Tél.: +33 1 45 68 34 23 
Fax: +33 1 42 89 80 09 
Mobile: +33 6 60 66 03 72 
E-mail: dl.rdcongo@unesco.org 
 
M. Emmanuel LIBENDELE LOBUNA 
Conseiller principal du Chef de l’Etat 
 en charge de l’agriculture, forêt et environnement 
C/o Cabinet du Président de la République 
Palais de la Nation 
KINSHASA / GOMBE 
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République démocratique du Congo 
Tél.: +243 99 99 96 931 
E-mail: emmalibendelelob@yahoo.fr 
 
M. André KAMDEM TOHAM 
WWF-RDC 
14 Avenue Sergent Moke 
Kinshasa 
DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF CONGO 
Tel: 00243 815 097661 
Email: atoham@wwfcarpo.org  

 
 

ECUADOR / ÉQUATEUR 
 

Mr Alonso Jaramillo 
Ministerio del Ambiente 
Francisco de Orellane 
El Coca 
Ecuador 
Tel.:+593 62 88 18 50 
Mobile:+593 09 702 00 40 
E-mail: asjjaramillo@yahoo.com 
 
Mr Bolier Torres 
Av. Antonio Vallejo 
Barrio los Palmas 
Tena 
Ecuador 
Tel.:+593 62 88 7153 
Fax:+593 62 88 7154 
Mobile:+593 09 34 58 249 
E-mail: bolivert@yahoo.com 
 
 

ESTONIA / ESTONIE 
 
Mr Toomas Kokovkin 
Arhipelaag 
Vabriku 1 
92411 
Kardla 
Estonia 
E-mail: toomas@arhipelaag.ee 
 
 

FINLAND / FINLANDE  
 
Mr Kari Laine 
Director  
Thule Institute 
P.O. Box 7300 
90014 University of Oulu 
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Finland 
Tel: +358-8-553 3550 
Fax: +358-8-553 3564 
E-mail: Kari.Laine@oulu.fi 
 
Ms Katja Bonnevier 
Coordinator of the Biosphere Reserve 
Regional Council of Subregion Aboland 
P.O. Box 120 
21601 Pargas 
Finland 
Tel.: +358 40 58 44 559 
Fax: +358 2 45 85 988 
E-mail: katja.bonnevier@aboland.net 
 
Mr Timo Hokkanen 
Coordinator of the North Karelia Biosphere Reserve 
North Karelia Regional Environment Centre 
P.O. Box 69 
80101 Joensuu 
Finland 
Tel.: +358 400 884 769 
Fax: +358 13 123 621 
E-mail: timo.hokkanen@ymparisto.fi 
 
 

FRANCE 
 
M. Robert BARBAULT 
Président du Comité MAB 
Muséum national d’Histoire Naturelle 
57 rue Cuvier 
75231 PARIS CEDEX 05 
Tel.:+33 1 40 79 48 17 
E-mail : barbault@mnhn.fr 
 
M. Michel ETIENNE 
Vice-Président du Comité MAB 
INRA 
Unité d’Ecodéveloppement 
Site Agroparc 
84914 AVIGNON Cedex 9 
France 
Tel : +33 4 32 72 25 77 
E-mail : etienne@avignon.inra.fr  
 
Mme Mireille JARDIN 
Comité national MAB 
136 avenue Emile Zola 
75015 PARIS 
France 
Tel.:+33 1 45 78 08 39 
E-mail: mireillejardin@orange.fr 
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Mme Catherine CIBIEN 
Directrice du Comité MAB  
BP 42234 
31321 CASTANET TOLOSAN CEDEX 
France 
Tel : +33 5 61 73 57 02 
Email : catherine.cibien@mab-france.org  
 
 

GREECE / GRÈCE 
 
Mr Michael Scoullos 
Chairperson 
Greek National Committee for MAB/UNESCO, MIO-ESCDE 
Mediterranean Information Office for Environment, Culture and Sustainable Development 
12 Kyrristou str 
105 56 Athens 
Greece 
Tel.: +30 210 7274274 / 0030 210 3247490 
Fax: +30 210 33 17 127 
Mobile: +30 69 44 83 27 75 
E-mail: scoullos@mio_ecsde.org  
 
 

GUINEA / GUINÉE 
 

M. Mamoudou DIAKITE 
Secrétaire permanent 
DNRST 
B.P. 561 
CONAKRY 
Guinée 
Tél.: +224 64 26 96 33 
E-mail: mamoudoudiakite@yahoo.fr 
 
 

GUINEA BISSAU / GUINÉE BISSAU 
 

M. Carlos Edmilson MARQUES VIEIRA 
Ministre Conseiller 
Délégué permanent 
Délégation permanente de la Guinée-Bissau auprès de l'UNESCO 
Maison de l'UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis  
75015 PARIS 
France 
Tel.: +33 1 45 68 28 54/58 
Mobile: +33 6 20 47 36 63 
E-mail: c.vieira@unesco.org 
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HAITI / HAÏTI 

 
M. Paul JUDEX EDOUARZIN 
181, Haut de Turgeau 
Ave. Jean Paul II 
PORT AU PRINCE 
Haïti 
Tél.: +509 245 75 72 
Fax: +509 245 73 60 
Mobile: +509 458 27 50 
E-mail: judouarzin@yahoo.fr 
 
M. Astrel JOSEPH 
181, Haut de Turgeau 
Ave. Jean Paul II 
PORT AU PRINCE 
Haïti 
Tél.: +509 245 75 72 
Fax: +509 245 73 60 
Mobile: +509 458 27 50 
E-mail: astreljo@yahoo.fr 
 
Mme Carmen MORALES 
181, Haut de Turgeau 
Ave. Jean Paul II 
PORT AU PRINCE 
Haïti 
Tél.: +509 288 40 55 
Fax: +509 245 73 60 
Mobile: +509 791 00 86 
E-mail: carmen.morales@aecihaiti.org 
 
M. Pierre-Guy LAFONTANT 
Ministère de l’Agriculture 
Route nationale No 1 
DAMIEN 
Haïti 
Tél.: +509 238 
Mobile: +509 405 33 72 
E-mail: pglafontant@yahoo.com / pglafontant@hotmail.com 
 
 

HUNGARY / HONGRIE  
 
Mr Andras Schmidt 
Senior Counsellor 
Ministry of Environment and Water 
FO U. 44-50 
H-1011 Budapest 
Hungary 
Tel.: +36 1 457 33 00 ext 162 
Fax: +36 1 201 46 17 
Mail: Schmidt@mail.kvvm.hu 



 
 

SC-08/CONF.201.INF.3 - page 34 
 
 

INDIA / INDE 
 
Mr Shri G. Balachandhran 
Joint Secretary 
Ministry of Environment and Forests 
New Delhi 110 003 
India 
Tel.: +91 11 243 62 551 
Fax: +91 11 243 60 894 
Mobile: +98 68 23 33 33 
E-mail: gb-mef@nic.in 
 
Mr R. K. Rai 
Additional Director 
Ministry of Environment and Forests 
New Delhi 110 003 
India 
Tel.:+91 11 243 67 669 
Fax:+91 11 243 67 669 
Mobile:+98 71 95 55 52 
E-mail: ramakrai@yahoo.com 
 
Mr R. Kannan 
Director 
Nilgiri Biosphere Reserve 
TamilNadu 
 
Mr Sh Paramjit Signh 
Director 
Nanda Devi Biosphere Reserve 
Uttarakhand 
 
Mr Shri Pradeep Shukla 
Director 
Sunderban Biosphere Reserve 
West Bengal 
 
Mr Shri K. G. Anand Naik 
Director 
Gulf of Mannar Biosphere Reserve 
Tamilnadu 
 
 

IRAQ 
 
Mr Muhyi Alkateeb 
Ambassador 
Permanent Delegate 
Permanent Delegation of Iraq to UNESCO 
UNESCO House 
1, rue Miollis 
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75732 Paris 
France 
Tel.:+33 1 45 68 34 21 
Fax:+33 1 43 06 79 87 
Mobile:+33 6 27 36 56 38 
E-mail: m.alkateeb@unesco.org 
 
 
 

JAMAICA / JAMAÏQUE 
 
Mr Everton Hannam 
Jamaica National Commission for UNESCO 
25 Dominica Drive 
Kingstone  
Jamaica 
Tel.: +18 76 926 5480 
Fax:+18 76 929 4022 
Mobile:+18 76 777 5721 
E-mail: ehannam@hotmail.com 
 
Mr Peter Espeut 
P.O. Box 33 
Lionel Town 
Clarendon 
Jamaica 
Tel: (816) 180 1783 
Fax: (816) 986 3956 
Mobile: (816) 383 1219 
Email: pespeut@infochan.com  
 
 

JAPAN / JAPON 
 
Mr Kunio Iwatsuki 
815-29 Kamoshida-cho 
Aoba-ku 
Yokohama 227 0033 
Japan 
Tel.:+81 45 962 9761 
Fax:+81 45 962 9761 
E-mail: iwatsuki@spa.nifty.com 
 
Mr Masaaki Oshiro 
11, Misaki-cho 
Ishigaki 
Okinawa 
907-8503 
Japan 
Tel.:+81 980 82 6191 
Fax:+81 980 82 6199 
E-mail: oosiro-m@town.taketomi.okinawa.jp 
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Mr Tokushiro Takaso 
Iriomote Branch 
Research Institute for Humanity and Nature 
671 Iriomote 
Taketomi 
Okinawa 907-1542 
Japan 
Tel.:+81 908 85 6482 
Fax:+81 980 85 6483 
E-mail: ttakaso@chikyu.ac.jp 
 
 

KENYA  
 

H. E. Ms Mary Khimulu 
Permanent Delegate 
Permanent Delegation of the Republic of Kenya to UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
Tel: +33 1 45 68 32 81 
Fax: +33 1 44 49 08 58 
E-mail: dl.keya@unesco.org 
 
Mr Paul Makenzi 
Lecturer 
Egerton University 
Faculty of Env. Science and Natural Resources 
P.O. Box 422 
Egerton 
Kenya 
Tel.: +254 051 62 577 
Fax: +254 051 62 577 
E-mail: pmakenzi@yahoo.com 
 
Ms Evelyn Oroni 
Warden 
Kenya Wildlife Service 
 
Mr Bernard Ngoni 
Senior Scientist 
Amboseli National Park 
 
Mr Boniface Wanyama 
Assistant Secretary General 
Kenya National Commission for UNESCO 
Ministry of Education, Science and Technology 
National Bank Building (14th floor) 
Harambee Avenue 
P.O. Box 72107 – 00200 
Nairobi 
Kenya 
Tel.: +254-20 22-90-53/54; 
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Fax: +254.20 22 90 53/54 
E-mail: kncunesco@todays.co.ke 
 
 

LESOTHO 
 
Mr Mohlalefi Moletsane  
Counsellor,  
Alternate Permanent Delegate  
Permanent Delegation of the Kingdom of Lesotho to UNESCO  
Embassy of the Kingdom of Lesotho 
Kurfursten Strasse 84 
10787 Berlin 
Federal Republic of Germany 
Tel.:+49 30 257 57 20 
Fax:+49 30 257 57 222 
Mobile:+49 176 6460 8960 
E-mail: embleso@yahoo.com 
 
 

KUWAIT / KOWEÏT 
 
Mr Dhari Naser Al-Ajmi 
Division Director 
Environment and Urban Development 
Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research 
P.O. Box 24885 
Safat 13109 
Kuwait 
Tel: (00965) 4989340 
Fax; (0965) 4989339 
Mobile: (00965) 9084836 
Email: dajmi@kisr.edu.kw  
 
 

MAURITANIA / MAURITANIE 
 
M. Mohamed Lemine OULD AHMEDOU CHÉRIF 
Minisitre délégué auprès du premier ministre 
Chargé de l’environnement 
P.O. Box 3935 
NOUAKCHOTT  
Mauritanie 
Tel: +22 5243146 
Fax: +2225243146 
Mobile: +2222028292 
Email: mlcherif2010@yahoo.com 
 
M. Daf OULD SEHLA 
Parc National du Diawling (RBT) 
B.P. 3935 Nouakchott 
Mauritanie 
Tel: 00222 5291035 
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Fax: 00222 5291035 
Mobile: 00222 6615597 
Email: pnd@optimr / ouldaf@yahoo.fr  
 
 

MEXICO / MEXIQUE 
 
Mr Sergio Guevara Sada 
Coordinator 
Mexican National Commission for UNESCO 
Km 25 Autigua Carretera Acoatepec No 391 
Congregacion El Haya 
Mexico 
Tel.: +52 228 8421 806 
Fax: +52 228 8421 800 
Mobile: +52 228 124 1436 
E-mail: Sergio.guevarasada@inecol.edu.mx / guevarasada@gmail.com 
 
 

MONTENEGRO / MONTÉNÉGRO 
 
Ms Ana Pajevic 
Senior Advisor 
Ministry of Tourism and Environment 
Rimski Trg 46 
81000 Podgorica 
Republic of Montenegro 
Tel.: +381 81 482 371 
Fax: +381 81 234 145 
Mobile: +381 69 544 505 
E-mail: pajevica@mn.yu 
 
 

NIGER 
 
M. Ali HAROUNA 
B.P. 721  
Niamey ou 293 Niamey 
NIGER 
Tél.: +227 20 72 37 55 
Fax: +227 20 72 37 55 
Mobile: +227 96 96 45 84 
E-mail: aharouna2001@yahoo.fr 
 
 

PERU / PÉROU 
 
Mr Carlos Cueto 
Ministerio de relaciones exteriores 
Jr. Lampa 545 
Lima 
Peru 
Tel: +51 1 3112400  
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Fax: +51 1 3112789 
Email: CARLALB7@hotmail.com / ccueto@rree.gob.pe  
 
 

POLAND / POLOGNE 
 

H. E. Ms Maria Wodzynska-Walicka 
Ambassador 
Permanent Delegate 
Permanent Delegation of Poland to UNESCO 
UNESCO House 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris Cedex 15 
France 
Tel.: +33 1 45 68 29 97 
Fax: +33 1 45 66 59 56 
E-mail: dl.pologne@unesco.org 
 
Ms Alicja Breymeyer 
Chairperson 
MAB National Committee of Poland 
Polish Academy of Sciences 
51/55 Twarda Str. 
00-818 Warsaw 
Poland 
Tel.: +48 22 69 78 904 
Fax: +48 22 69 78 903 
Mobile: +48 22 603 784 297 
E-mail: a.breym@twarda.pan.pl 
 
Mr Tomasz Komorowski 
Polish National Commission to UNESCO 
Palac Kultury i Nauki, 7 P 
PL - 00-901 Varsovi 
Poland 
Tel.: +48 22 620 33 55 
Fax: +48 22 624 24 96 
E-mail: t.komorowski@unesco.org 

 
 

PORTUGAL 
 
S. Exc. M. Fernando ANDRESEN GUIMARAES 
Président 
Commission nationale portugaise pour l'UNESCO 
Rua Latino Coelho, 1 
Edifício Aviz, Bloco A1 – 10 
1050-132 LISBOA 
Portugal 
Tél.: +351 21 356 63 10 
Fax: +351 21 356 63 19 
E-mail: cnu@unesco.pt 
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Mme Manuela GALHARDO 
Commission nationale portugaise pour l'UNESCO 
Rua Latino Coelho, 1 
Edifício Aviz, Bloco A1 – 10 
1050-132 LISBOA 
Portugal 
Tél.: +351 21 356 63 10 
Fax: +351 21 356 63 19 
E-mail: cnu@unesco.pt 
 

SAINT LUCIA / SAINTE-LUCIE 
 

Mr Alwin Dornelly 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
5th Floor 
Sir Stanislas James Building 
Castries 
Saint Lucia 

 
 

SENEGAL / SÉNÉGAL 
 

M. Daouda NGOM 
Point focal MAB Sénégal 
Ministère de la recherche scientifique 
5ème étage Building Administratif,  
B.P. 36005 DAKAR 
Sénégal  
Tel: 00(221) 338493612 
Fax: 00(221)338224563 
Mobile: 00(221) 776571537 
Email: ngom_daouda@yahoo.fr  
 
 

SLOVENIA / SLOVÉNIE 
 

Mr Martin Solar 
Triglavski Narodni Park 
Ljubljanska Cesta 27 
4260 Bled 
Slovenia 
Tel.: +386 4 57 80 200 
Fax: +386 4 57 80 201 
Mobile: +386 41 627 891 
E-mail: martin.solar@tnp.gov.sl 
 
Ms Vanja Debevec 
Jauni Zavod 
Park Skocjanske Jame 
Skocjan 2 
6215 Divaca 
Slovenia 
Tel.:+386 5 708 21 00 
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SOUTH AFRICA / AFRIQUE DU SUD 
 
Ms Janette Du Toit 
Cape West Biosphere Reserve 
P.O. Box 283 
Darling 1345 
South Afica 
Tel.:+27 22 49 22 750 
Fax:+27 22 49 22 750 
Mobile:+27 83 290 7687 
E-mail: jdutoit@capebiosphere.co.za 
 
Mr Karl Naudé 
Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism 
P.B. 447 
Pretoria 0001 
South Africa 
Tel.: +27 12 310 37 00 
Fax: +27 12 322 71 14 
Mobile: +27 839 41 2009 
E-mail: knaude@deat.gov.za 
 
Ms Deshni Pillay 
Gauteng Dept. Of Agriculture 
P.O. Box 8769 
Johannesbourg 2000 
South Africa 
Tel.:+27 11 355 12 50 
Fax:086 51 92 118 
Mobile:+27 83 488 22 75 
E-mail: deshni.pillay@gauteng.gov.za 
 
Mr Willem Smith 
P/Bag X 9086 
Capetown 
South Africa 8000 
Tel.:+27 21 483 47 87 
Fax:+27 21 483 45 27 
E-mail: wsmith@pgwc.gov.za 
 
Mr Lovejoy Mokutu 
Private Bag X447 
Pretoria 0001 
South Africa 
Tel.:+27 123 103 699 
Fax:+27 123 227 114 
Mobile:+27 825 68 75 28 
E-mail: lmokutu@deat.gov.za 
 
Mr Lesiba Masibe 
P.O. Box 3933 
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Mokopane Oboo 
Republic of South Africa 
Tel: 0152971818 
Fax: 0152971804 
Mobile: 0824125693 
Email: masibelF@ledet.gov.za  
 
Ms Debby Thomson 
Kunger to Canyons Biosphere 
P.O. Box 1180 
Hoedspruit 1380 
South Africa 
Tel: +27 (0)15 795 5970 
Fax: +27 (0)86 515 5112 
Mobile: +27 (0)82 940 0651 
Email: info@bushveldconnectionsco.za  
 
Ms Annemie De Klerk 
Limpopo Biosphere Reserve 
Department of Economic Development, Environment and Tourism 
Private Bag X9484 
Polokwane 0700 
South Africa 
Tel: +15 2938514 
Fax: +15 2939309 
Mobile: +27 82 8063190 
Email: deklerkA@ledet.gov.za  
 
 

TANZANIA / TANZANIE 
 

Ms Ruzika Niyó Muheto 
National Environment Management Council 
P.O. Box 63154 
Dar Es Salaam 
Tanzania 
Tel: 255 22 2125256 
Fax: 255 22 211579 
Mobile: 255 754 692282 
Email: rmuheto@hotmail.co.uk  
 
Mr Corodius Thomas Same 
Aman Xlature Reserve 
Pox 1 Amani 
Tanzania 
Tel: 255272640313 
Fax: 255272640313 
Mobile: 255787738930 
Email: same59@yahoo.com  
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TUNISIA / TUNISIE 

 
Mme Hela GUIDADRA 
Rue Alain Savary, 1002 
Ministère de l’agriculture et des ressources hydrauliques 
Direction générale des forêts 
Tunisie 
Tel: 00216(71)827050 
Mobile: 00216(98)687057 
Email: guidarahela@yahoo.fr  
 
M. Houcine OULED AHMED 
Parc nacional de Chambri 
CRDA de Kasserine 
1200 KASSERINE 
Tunisie 
Fax: +216 77 474 398 
Mobile: +216 98 284 577 
Email: ouledhamedho@yahoo.fr  
 
Mr Habib GHAZOUANIE 
Parc National d’Ichkeul 
CRDA de BIZERTE 7000 
Tunisie 
Tel: 216 98 443 193 
Fax: 216 72 431 174 
Mobile: 216 98443 193 
 
M. Lazhar HAMDI 
Tunisie 
Tel: 0021676632822 
Mobile: 0021695475204 
 
 

TURKEY / TURQUIE 
 
Dr. Nihat Zal 
Coordinator 
Turkish National Commission for UNESCO 
Göreme Sokak 7/9, Kavaklidere 
06680 Ankara 
Tukey 
Tel: +90 0312 426 58 94  
Fax: +90 0312 427 20 64 
Email: zal@unesco.org.tr 
 
Mr Harun Basara 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry 
Soguturu Ead. 14/E 
Kat : 15 A Blok 
Sogutoru 
Ankara 
Turkey 
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Tel.:+90 0321 207 60 45 
Fax:+90 0312 207 67 10 
Mobile:+536 888 22 02 
E-mail: harunabasara@yahoo.com 
 
Ms Serpil Ozkan 
General Directorate of Nature Conservation and Natural Parks 
Ministry of Environment and Forestry 
Soguturu Ead. 14/E 
Kat : 15 A Blok 
Sogutoru 
Ankara 
Turkey 
Tel.:+90 0312 207 67 65 
Fax:+90 0312 207 67 10 
Mobile:0505 950 09 67 
E-mail : serpilsahin102@yahoo.com 
 
 

UNITED ARAB EMIRATES / ÉMIRATS ARABES UNIS 
 
Prof. Thabit Al Abdessalaam 
Environment Agency 
P.O. Box 45553 
Abu Dhabi 
United Arab Emirates 
Tel.:+971 2 681 71 71 
Fax:+971 2 681 00 08 
E-mail: tabdessalaam@ead.ae 
 
Mr Ashraf Al Cibahy 
Environment Agency 
P.O. Box 45553 
Abu Dhabi 
United Arab Emirates 
Tel.:+971 2 681 71 71 
Fax:+971 2 681 00 08 
Mobile: +971 50 61 43 699 
E-mail: aalcibahy@ead.ae 
 
 

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA/ ÉTATS UNIS D’AMÉRIQUE 
 
Mr Philippe Cohen 
MAB National Committee 
Golden Gate Biopshere Reserve 
Jasper Widege Biological Preserve 
Stanford University 
Stanford CA 94305 5020 
USA 
Tel.:+1 650 851 681 4 
Fax:+1 650 851 7334 
E-mail: philippe.cohen@stanford.edu 
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Mr Tom Vernon Gilbert 
US Biosphere Reserve Association 
2228 Island Home Boulevard 
Knoxville 
TN 37920 
USA 
Tel.:+1 865 579 01 99 
E-mail: vernongilbert@comcast.net 
 
Mr Thomas Van Pelt 
2615 Ingra St. 
Anchorage  
Alaska 
USA 
Tel: +907 242 7725 
Email: tvanpelt@alaska.net  
 
Dr. Ganesan Srinivasan 
Director, Ag. Ooperations 
California State University 
2385; E. Barstow Ave, Ms AG85 
Fresno, CA93740 
USA 
Tel: 559 278 4235 
Mobile: 559 250 9114 
Email: gsrinivasa@csufresuo.edu  
 
 

UZBEKISTAN / OUZBÉKISTAN 
 
Mr Ravshan Usmanov 
Embassy of Uzbekistan in Spain 
c/Padre Claret 16 Esc B 6-A 
28002 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 510 26 33 
Fax :+34 519 07 19 
Mobile :+34 665 671 114 
E-mail : ravshanusmanov@gmail.com 
 
Ms Dilbar Usmanova 
Embassy of Uzbekistan in Spain 
c/Padre Claret 16 Esc B 6-A 
28002 Madrid 
Spain 
Tel.: +34 91 510 26 33 
Fax:+34 519 07 19 
Mobile:+34 622 07 41 85 
E-mail: ravshanusmanov@gmail.com 
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YEMEN / YÉMEN 

 
Mr Anwar Alhemiary 
Sanaa 
Yemen EPA 
Tel.:+967 1 20 78 17 
Fax:+967 1 267 327 
Mobile:+967 711 61 5126 
E-mail: anwar_hemyari@maktoob.com 
 
 

INTERNATIONAL NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATIONS 
ORGANISATIONS INTERNATIONALES NON GOUVERNEMENTALES 

 
 
Mr Thomas Rosswall 
International Council for Science 
5 rue Auguste Vacquerie 
75016 Paris 
France 
Tel.:+33 1 45 25 03 29 
Fax:+33 1 42 88 94 31 
Mobile:+33 6 30 48 77 98 
E-mail: thomas.rosswall@icsu.org 
 
Mr David Sheppard 
IUCN 
Rue Mauverney 28 
1196 Gland 
Switzerland 
Tel.:+41 22 999 01 62 
Fax:+41 22 999 00 25 
Mobile:+41 79 477 21 22 
E-mail: david.sheppard@iucn.org / das@iucn.org 
 
Mr Greame Worboys 
IUCN 
World Commission on Protected Areas 
3 Rischbieth Crescent 
Gilmore ACT 2905 
Australia 
Tel.:+61 2 629 299 08 
Fax:+61 2 629 299 08 
Mobile:+419 163 126 
E-mail: g.worboys@bigpond.com 
 
 

OTHERS / AUTRES  
 
Mr Tilman Jäger 
Deutsche Gesellschaft für Technische Zusammenarbeit (GTZ) 
GTZ Mongolia 
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Sky Plaza, Olympic Street 12 
Ulaanbataar 216316 
Mongolia 
Tel: +976 11 323 488 
Mobile: +976 99774230 
Email: tilman.jaeger@gtz.de  
 
M. Glen HYMAN 
Centre de Sociologie des Organisations 
19 rue Amélie 
75007 PARIS 
France 
Mobile:+33 6 71 53 08 29 
E-mail: glen.hyman@sciences-po.org 
 
Ms June Marie Mow 
Calle 55 No 6-17 Apt. 302 
Bogota 
Colombia 
Tel.:134 77 587 
Mobile:300 447 20 36 
E-mail: mariemow@gmail.com 
 
 

UNESCO 
 

UNESCO Offices / Bureaux de l’UNESCO 
 

M. Guy BROUCKE 
Spécialiste du programme Science 
Bureau de l'UNESCO à Yaoundé 
Avenue de l’Indépendance  
2ème étage, Immeuble Stamatiades  
B.P. 12909 YAOUNDÉ – 
Cameroun  
Tél: (237) 22 22 57 63 / 22 22 99 30  
Fax : (237) 22 22 63 89 
Email: g.broucke@unesco.org  
 
Mr Jayakumar Ramasamy 
UNESCO Office in Beijing 
Waijiaogongyu 5-15-3 
Jianguomenwai 
Beijing, 100600 
P.R. China 
Tel.:+86 10 6532 5790 Ext 103 
Fax:+86 10 6532 4854 
Email:  r.jayakumar@unesco.org  
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Mr Jorge Ellis de Luca 
UNESCO Office in San José 
Apartado Postal 1003-1007 Centro Colón San José  
Costa Rica  
Tel: +506 258 7625 
Fax: +506 258 7458 
Email: j.ellis@unesco.org  
 
Mr Frank Ortiz 
UNESCO Office in Havana  
Regional Bureau for Culture  
 for Latin America and the Caribbean.  
Cluster Office to Cuba, Dominican Republic, Haiti and Aruba in the Caribbean Cluster 
Calzada 551 – Esq. a D, Vedado  
Apartado Postal 4158 Havana  
Cuba 
Tel: +53-7 833 34 38 
Fax: +53-7 833 31 44 
Email: f.ortiz@unesco.org 
 
Mr Karl-Heinz Gaudry 
UNESCO-Bresce 
Burgunderstr. 24 
79104 Freiburg 
Germany 
Tel: +49 (761) 2085862 
Email: khgaudry@gmail.com  
 
Mr Abou Amani 
UNESCO Office in Accra  
Cluster Office to Benin, Côte d'Ivoire, Ghana, Nigeria and Togo  
in the Central and Western Africa Cluster  
32 Nortei Ababio Street, Airport Residential Area  
P.O. Box CT4949 Accra  
Ghana 
Tel: +233 246 78 73 69 
Fax: +233-21 765 498  
E-mail: a.amani@unesco.org 
 
Mr Ram Boojh 
UNESCO Office in New Delhi 
National Professional Officer 
Ecological and Earth Sciences 
B-5/29 Safdarjung Enclave 
New Delhi 110 029 
India 
Tel:+91 11 2671 3000 Ext 302 
Fax:+91 11 2671 3001 
E-mail: r.boojh@unesco.org 
 
Mr Koen Meyers 
UNESCO Office in Jakarta 
Jlgaluh (II) N°.5 
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Jakarta  
Indonesia 
Email: k.meyers@unesco.org 
 
Mr Han Qunli 
Director 
UNESCO Office in Tehran 
Bahman Building 
Saadabad Complex 
Darband Square 
19894 Tehran 
Iran 
Tel:+98 21 2274 0141 
Fax:+98 21 2274 0144 
E-mail: h.qunli@unesco.org 
 
Ms Niloofar Sadeghi 
Associate Programme Officer for Natural Sciences 
Bahman Bldg 
Sa’abadad Complex 
Darband Square 
Tehran 19894 
Iran 
Tel.:+98 21 2274 0141 Ext 114 
Fax:+98 21 2274 0144 
E-mail: n.sadeghi@unesco.org 
 
Mr Philippe Pypaert 
UNESCO Office inVenice 
UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe 
UNESCO-Bresce 
Palazzo Zorzi 
Castello 4930 
30122 Venezia 
Italy 
Tel: +39 041 2601511 
Fax: +39 041 528 9995 
E-mail: p.pypaert@unesco.org 
 
Mr Giorgio Andrian  
UNESCO Office inVenice 
UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe 
UNESCO-Bresce 
Palazzo Zorzi 
Castello 4930 
30122 Venezia 
Italy 
Tel: +39 041 2601511 
Fax: +39 041 528 9995 
E-mail: veniceoffice-dir@unesco.org 
 
Ms Giuseppina Crescimanno 
UNESCO Office inVenice 
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UNESCO Regional Bureau for Science and Culture in Europe 
UNESCO-Bresce 
Palazzo Zorzi 
Castello 4930 
30122 Venezia 
Italy 
Tel: +39 041 2601511 
Fax: +39 041 528 9995 
E-mail: veniceoffice-dir@unesco.org  
 
M. Mama PLEA 
Chargé de Programme 
Sciences exactes et naturelles 
Bureau de l’UNESCO à Bamako 
BP : E 1763  
BAMAKO 
Mali 
Tél.:+223 223 34 92 
Fax:+223 223 34 94 
Mobile:+223 645 78 28 
E-mail: m.plea@unesco.org 
 
Mr Benno Boer 
UNESCO Office in Doha 
66 Lusail Street - West Bay  
P.O. Box 3945 Doha 
Qatar 
Email: b.boer@unesco.org  
 
Ms Maria Prchalova 
UNESCO Office in Moscow 
Programme Specialist for Science 
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UNITED NATIONS EDUCATIONAL, SCIENTIFIC AND CULTURAL ORGANIZATION 
 

International Coordinating Council of the Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme 
Twentieth Session 

 
Palacio Municipal de Congresos, Auditorium B, Madrid  

4 - 9 February 2008 
 

http://www.unesco.org/mab/icc/icc20th.shtml
 
 
 

PROVISIONAL AGENDA 
 
 

1. Opening of the session 

2. Report of the outgoing Chairperson 

3. Election of the Bureau of the MAB Council 

4. Adoption of the agenda and timetable 

5. Report of the Secretary on programmes and activities since MAB-ICC-19 

6. Realignment of ICC working methods and practices to better meet UNESCO’s planning 
and programming agendas 

7. Regional, sub-regional and thematic networks as future drivers of MAB and the World 
Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR)  

8. Biosphere reserve zones in conservation, development and building a knowledge society  

9. Research and capacity building in biosphere reserves for ecosystem goods and services  

10. Learning, adaptive management and governance for sustainable development in biosphere 
reserves 

11. Discussions on the Madrid Action Plan and the Madrid Declaration 

12. Decisions on the Madrid Action Plan and the Madrid Declaration  

13. Date and venue of MAB-ICC-21 

14. Other matters 

15. Adoption of the report 

16. Closure of the session 

http://www.unesco.org/mab/icc/icc20th.shtml


MADRID ACTION PLAN 
[3 April 2008] 

 
PLAN STRUCTURE 

Background 
 
A. Emerging challenges and the potential role of biosphere reserves in addressing these 

challenges 
  A.1  Climate change 
  A.2  Provision of ecosystem services 
  A.3  Urbanization as a principal driver for ecosystem-wide pressures 
 
B. Vision Statement for the World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) within the Man 

and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme 
 
C. Mission Statement for the World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) within the Man 

and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme 
 
D. Progress since Seville 
 
E. The Madrid Actions - The World Network of Biosphere Reserves 
  E.1  Cooperation, management and communication 
  E.2  Zonation – linking functions to space 
  E.3  Science and capacity enhancement 
  E.4  Partnerships 
 
F. Approval, implementation and evaluation 
 
List of acronyms used in the Madrid Action Plan 

BACKGROUND 

In 1995 an international conference in Seville, Spain started a new era for the World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves (WNBR). The actions decided at that meeting were incorporated in the Seville 
Strategy and the Statutory Framework of the World Network of Biosphere Reserves, both approved 
by the General Conference of UNESCO in 1995. In Pamplona, Spain in 2000, a Seville+5 meeting 
was held and various actions were decided, following through on the strategic recommendations 
from Seville.  
 
This Madrid Action Plan was agreed at the 3rd World Congress of Biosphere Reserves which was 
held in Madrid in February 2008. It builds on the Seville Strategy and aims to capitalize on the 
strategic advantages of the Seville instruments and raise biosphere reserves to be the principal 
internationally-designated areas dedicated to sustainable development in the 21st century. The 
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biosphere reserve (BR) concept has proved its value beyond protected areas and is increasingly 
embraced by scientists, planners, policy makers and local communities to bring a variety of 
knowledge, scientific investigations and experiences to link biodiversity conservation and socio-
economic development for human well-being. Thus the focus is on developing models for global, 
national and local sustainability, and for biosphere reserves to serve as learning sites for policy 
professionals, decision-makers, research and scientific communities, management practitioners and 
stakeholder communities to work together to translate global principles of sustainable development 
into locally relevant praxis. Individual biosphere reserves remain under the jurisdiction of the 
States where they are situated, which take the measures they deem necessary to improve the 
functioning of the individual sites.  
 

A.  EMERGING CHALLENGES AND THE POTENTIAL AND ROLE OF 
BIOSPHERE RESERVES IN ADDRESSING THESE CHALLENGES 

During the thirteen (13) years since the adoption of the Seville Strategy, global issues and problems 
have emerged or intensified, making it an imperative for the MAB Programme to adapt and change 
so as to effectively respond to these emerging challenges. These major challenges seriously further 
exacerbate poverty and inequality and include: 
 

 Accelerated climate change with consequences for societies and ecosystems; 
 

 Accelerated loss of biological and cultural diversity with unexpected consequences that 
impact the ability of ecosystems to continue to provide services critical for human well-
being; 
 

 Rapid urbanization as a driver of environmental change. 
 
From these challenges, several opportunities for change arise, through increased awareness at all 
levels of the need to maintain and secure access to ecosystem services for human well-being, 
including health, security and justice/equity. 
 
Understanding the issues highlighted in the key challenges, over the period 2008-2013, the MAB 
Programme will strategically address the relevant Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) through 
the following: 
 

 Develop mechanisms to encourage the sustainable development of biosphere reserves carried 
out in partnership with all sectors of society (i.e. public and private institutions, NGOs, 
stakeholder communities, decision-makers, scientists, local and indigenous communities, 
land owners and users of natural resources, research and education centres, media) to ensure 
the well-being of people and their environment; 

 Test and apply policies for adaptation and mitigation for climate change in coordination with 
other intergovernmental programmes; 

 Use the experience of the World Network, the MAB thematic networks and interdisciplinary 
approaches to develop and test policies and practices to address the issues impacting key 
ecosystem types, namely coastal zones, islands, oceans, mountains, drylands, tropical forests, 
freshwater ecosystems and areas of increasing urbanization; 

 Develop scientific programmes of research to follow on from the Millennium Ecosystem 
Assessment (MA) to define approaches that secure ecosystem services into the future. 

 
The Madrid Action Plan (hereafter referred to as MAP or the MAP) articulates actions, targets and 
success indicators, partnerships and other implementation strategies and an evaluation framework 
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for the WNBR for the period of 2008 to 2013. It takes fully into consideration the recommendations 
of the Review Committee that evaluated UNESCO’s Natural Sciences and Social and Human 
Sciences Programmes during 2006-2007, and will make specific contributions towards the 
implementation of those recommendations as proposed by the Director General of UNESCO and 
approved by the 34th session of the General Conference of UNESCO in October-November 2007. 
 
MAP’s overall goals are to: 
 
(a)  anchor the research, training, capacity building and demonstration agendas of MAB at the 

interface between the interlinked issues of conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity, 
mitigation and adaptation to climate change, and socio-economic and cultural well-being of 
human communities; 

 
(b) enable the active use of places included in the WNBR as learning sites for sustainable 

development, i.e. demonstrating approaches to enhance co-operation amongst epistemic 
(academic), political, practitioner and stakeholder communities to address and solve context 
specific problems to improve environmental, economic and social conditions for human and 
ecosystem well-being; 

 
(c) collect, collate, synthesize and disseminate lessons learnt from more than 30 years of the 

work of the MAB Programme and the WNBR as well as their planned actions during 2008-
2013 to benefit international, national and local efforts to meet global targets such as the 
MDGs, significantly reducing the current rate of biodiversity loss by 2010 (also referred to as 
the “CBD 2010 target”) and others that are part of the UNFCCC and Kyoto processes linked 
to mitigating and adapting to global climatic change; and 
 

(d) contribute to the emergence of a new generation of professionals and practitioners who can 
serve as ambassadors and managers/coordinators for linking global environmental agendas to 
national and local development aspirations. 

 
The MAP builds on past experience in the network and in individual biosphere reserves, and 
reaches out to all sectors of society to create a new partnership between environmental and 
development agendas. To this broad community, biosphere reserves should be seen both as a 
process and as an instrument to understand, and adapt to change, as well as a catalyst of new ideas 
and territories to test out innovative development approaches. The evolution of the MAB 
Programme will be guided not only by the community most directly involved in managing 
biosphere reserves but also by the broader community inspired by the concept and experimenting 
with it.  
 
The Madrid Action Plan is informed by a consultation process of Member States involving 
governing bodies such as the MAB Bureau in June and September 2007; the International Advisory 
Committee for Biosphere Reserves in June 2007; circular letters issued by the MAB Secretariat in 
July and December 2007 and network meetings held in all regions of the world in 2007. MAP 
builds on the working documents addressing the five (5) issues defined by the 19th session of the 
ICC in 2006 for the preparation of the 3rd World Congress of Biosphere Reserves and the 
20th session of the International Co-ordinating Council of the MAB Programme (MAB-ICC) 
convened in Madrid, Spain, from 4 to 8 February 2008. 
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A.1 CLIMATE CHANGE 

Climate change presents one of the most serious and globally significant challenges to society and 
ecosystems around the world today. Having filtered out the range of natural causes of climate 
change, the UNFCCC and its scientific panel IPCC have unequivocally established that the 
accelerated changes to our climate are anthropogenic. The volume of CO2 and other greenhouse 
gases emitted primarily by the industrialized nations and now coupled with the demand from less 
industrialized parts of the world including emerging market economies means that, if unchecked the 
problems will multiply. In addition, the rate of deforestation in tropical areas is also contributing to 
the increase of CO2 in the atmosphere as well as loss of ecosystem functions. 
 
The rise in mean global temperature will mean that billions of people across the globe will face 
water shortages and millions more people will be exposed to malaria. Weather events such as 
droughts and floods will be more extreme, leading to a greater range and frequency of natural 
disasters. This will in turn lead to people moving from inhospitable areas to more amenable regions. 
The changes in rainfall regimes will drive changes in agricultural systems. 

 
Most ecosystem services will be put under stress. For example 30 percent of species will be put at 
risk of extinction, desertification will increase; positive feedback mechanisms in the climate will 
further reduce tropical forests. Sea level rise and sea warming will impact on the ability of coastal 
systems, such as mangroves and salt marshes, to cope, and fish distribution will change increasing 
the fragility of coastal ecosystems and the human use of them. 
 
Societal responses to climate change are centred on adaptation and mitigation, both of which bring 
their own consequences for current and future generations. Society must practise adaptation to 
accommodate the changes that are inevitable because of the greenhouse gases already emitted and 
which will be active until they naturally decay. Based on scientific knowledge, adaptation measures 
may include land use change to safeguard ecosystem services and functions, such as coastal re-
alignment, and management of river catchments. Mitigation is required by all nations to varying 
degrees, in an effort to prevent the CO2 equivalent in the air exceeding 450 parts per million. These 
will include carbon sequestration, emission reductions, energy efficiency and renewable energy 
production in a sustainable manner combined with more climate friendly lifestyles. The barriers to 
these being put in place can be lack of political awareness of solutions and/or the willingness to 
implement them, inadequate or lack of technical capacity, economic uncertainty as well as the 
absence of an integrated approach to development planning. 
 
MAB and the WNBR bring added value through the integrated approach which is generally absent 
elsewhere. The role of biosphere reserves is essential to rapidly seek and test solutions to the 
challenges of climate change as well as monitor the changes as part of a global network. For the 
Natural Sciences as well as other Programme Sectors of UNESCO, biosphere reserves can be areas 
for demonstrating adaptation measures for natural and human systems, assisting the development of 
resilience strategies and practices. Buffer zones and transition areas of biosphere reserves may also 
be used to test many mitigation tactics and strategies. In numerous biosphere reserves, carbon can 
be sequestered as in forest and wetland systems. In all of them capacity can be built for low-carbon 
economies using a mix of technology- and labour-based social enterprises. From a social sciences 
point of view, the political dimensions of changing lifestyles can be explored. The range of 
biosphere reserves and the systems they represent will provide valuable lessons for the rest of the 
world. 
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A.2   PROVISION OF ECOSYSTEM SERVICES 

The Millennium Ecosystem Assessment (MA) has articulated and described ecosystem services in a 
manner that has gained widespread acceptance among public and private sector and civil society 
organizations. The new MA typology recognizes four distinct categories of services: supporting 
(nutrient cycling, soil formation and primary production); provisioning (food, fresh water, wood and 
fibre and fuel); regulating (climate, flood and disease regulation and water purification) and cultural 
(aesthetic, spiritual, educational and recreational). 
 
Ecosystem services could be a useful conceptual framework to superimpose on the multiple 
functions of biosphere reserves ranging from protection to production in land/seascapes. The 
essence of biosphere reserves as sustainable development sites could be seen as the effort to design 
and develop place-specific mixes of supporting, provisioning, regulating and cultural ecosystem 
services that enable the environmental, economic and social well-being of resident and stakeholder 
communities. For example, the various zones of biosphere reserves can serve as places to attract 
new investments into hitherto neglected services (climate regulation, water purification, biodiversity 
conservation) and improve environmental and social performance of provisioning (agriculture, 
forestry, fisheries) and cultural (tourism) services that may have been the principal recipients of 
investments to-date. Active and continuing consultations between the scientific and research 
communities, policy and decision makers, resource managers and resident populations in a 
biosphere reserve are critical in finding the optimal mix of ecosystem services that would illustrate 
the role of biosphere reserves as models for land/seascape level sustainable development at the 
national, regional and global levels. 

A.3   URBANIZATION AS A PRINCIPAL DRIVER FOR  
ECOSYSTEM-WIDE PRESSURES  

Urbanization is a global multidimensional process that manifests itself through rapidly changing and 
spatially shifting population densities, in particular migration from rural to urban zones, land cover 
and resource use regimes and a diversity of associated cultural practices. Half of the world’s 
population today lives in urban landscapes, a proportion projected to increase to 66-67% over the 
next 50 years. Most of this growth will occur in countries that constitute the less industrialized and 
emerging market economies of the world. It is estimated that by 2030 more than two billion people 
will be living in urban slums with limited access to basic services, facing extreme vulnerability to 
natural disasters. The rapid increase of large cities and the continuing transformation of urban 
landscapes represent great challenges to ensure basic human welfare and a liveable environment. 
 
Urban landscapes represent probably the most complex mosaic of land cover and multiple uses of 
any landscape. Urbanization and urban landscapes have recently been identified by the MA as 
priority areas where large knowledge gaps exist. Urban landscapes provide important large-scale 
experiences of the effects of global change on ecosystems; significant warming and increased 
nitrogen deposition are already evident and they provide extreme, visible and measurable examples 
of human domination of “natural” ecosystem processes. However, cities are also perceived as places 
offering solutions for humans and the environment as main hubs of knowledge, capital and 
innovations. 
 
A number of urban areas are either considering, or have applied, the biosphere reserve principles 
within their jurisdictions, with the intention of using the concept as a tool for planning and 
managing sustainable urban development.  
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B. VISION STATEMENT FOR THE WORLD NETWORK OF 
BIOSPHERE RESERVES (WNBR) WITHIN THE 

MAN AND THE BIOSPHERE (MAB) PROGRAMME 

The World Network of Biosphere Reserves of the Man and the Biosphere Programme consists of a 
dynamic and interactive network of sites of excellence. It fosters harmonious integration of people 
and nature for sustainable development through participatory dialogue, knowledge sharing, poverty 
reduction and human well-being improvements, respect for cultural values and society's ability to 
cope with change, thus contributing to the MDGs. Accordingly, the World Network of Biosphere 
Reserves is one of the main international tools to develop and implement sustainable development 
approaches in a wide array of contexts. 
 

C. MISSION STATEMENT FOR THE WORLD NETWORK 
OF BIOSPHERE RESERVES (WNBR) WITHIN THE 
MAN AND THE BIOSPHERE (MAB) PROGRAMME  

To ensure environmental, economic, social (including cultural and spiritual) sustainability through:  
 development and coordination of a worldwide network of places acting as demonstration 

areas and learning sites with the aim of maintaining and developing ecological and cultural 
diversity, and securing ecosystem services for human well-being; 
 

 development and integration of knowledge including science for advancing our 
understanding of interactions between people and the rest of nature; 
 

 building global capacity for the management of complex socio-ecological systems 
particularly through encouraging greater dialogue at the science-policy interface, 
environmental education and multi-media outreach to the wider community. 

 

D. PROGRESS SINCE SEVILLE 

The approval of the Seville Strategy and the Statutory Framework in 1995 by UNESCO has clearly 
established the biosphere reserve as the land/seascape level designation conferred by the UNESCO-
MAB Programme to places in natural ecosystems as well as those significantly modified by 
humans. Since 1995 the essence and identity of biosphere reserves has deepened along the 
following axes: (a) multi-functionality and integration amongst the conservation, development and 
logistic or knowledge functions that demonstrate context-specific options for local and regional 
sustainability; (b) the three zone scheme as the basis for the land/seascape level planning and for 
reconciling stakeholder interests linked to the multiple functions; (c) presence of resident and 
migrant human settlements within the biosphere reserve; and (d) commitment to review biosphere 
reserve functioning, including the level of integration amongst the three functions, at least once 
every ten (10) years after the inclusion of a site in the WNBR. 
 
As much as 98% of the places nominated as biosphere reserves since 1995 have adopted the three-
zone scheme. For those biosphere reserves included in the WNBR prior to 1995, this percentage 
was 23% for those between 1976 and 1984, and 65% for others designated during 1985-1995, 
respectively. Periodic review of biosphere reserves included in the WNBR has resulted in many pre-
1995 biosphere reserves being revised with respect to their zonation schemes and other essential 
features that define the post-1995 Seville vision of biosphere reserves. 
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While the Seville Strategy and the Statutory Framework of 1995 enabled the clarification and 
deepening of the niche of biosphere reserves, the MAP aims to demonstrate and emphasize the role 
of biosphere reserves as learning sites for local and regional sustainable development practices as 
well as the importance of MAB and of the WNBR as regional and global hubs for exchange of 
information, ideas, experience, knowledge and best practices in sustainability sciences. Experience 
in the application of some of the key tools of the 1995 Statutory Framework, such as the periodic 
review process will be assessed and this process will be further refined for use in tracking changes 
in the performance of biosphere reserves in contributing to sustainable development outcomes 
including locally and regionally appropriate expressions of MDGs, CBD 2010 target, EFA, the 
United Nations Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (UNDESD) and other global 
commitments made by UNESCO Member States. 
 

E. THE MADRID ACTIONS -  
THE WORLD NETWORK OF BIOSPHERE RESERVES 

In attempting to orient MAB and the WNBR activities during 2008-2013 in the face of new 
challenges in an ever-changing world, the MAP defines four (4) main action areas, with 31 targets 
and 65 actions that are critical to achieving the vision and mission of the MAB Programme. 
Targeted actions help its implementation at the appropriate level, may it be local, national or 
international, within the time-frame set (2008-2013). 
 
Actions are to be taken at the local level (the individual biosphere reserves), the national level 
(MAB National Committees/National Commissions for UNESCO) and the international level 
(regional and sub-regional networks as well as ecosystem-based thematic networks, UNESCO-
MAB Secretariat). At all levels, the term biosphere reserve is recommended for use, while 
respecting the wish of individual MAB National Committees and/or biosphere reserve 
authorities to use appropriate alternative terminology, such as biosphere regions, areas, 
territories, etc.  
 
Although the biosphere reserve project is not time limited but has a long-term perspective, goals and 
targets have been set to be addressed within an appropriate time-frame during 2008-2013, and 
progress towards meeting those goals and targets will be monitored and evaluated and the findings 
of such evaluations shared with others contributing to the work of the MAB Programme and the 
WNBR. A commitment to innovative time-bound socio-ecological and policy actions integrating 
the three biosphere reserve functions and the willingness to share data, information, experience and 
knowledge are seen as vital to the role for biosphere reserves to be learning sites during the 
UNDESD (2005-2014). 

E.1. COOPERATION, MANAGEMENT AND COMMUNICATION 

Biosphere reserves are the principal means for achieving the objectives of the MAB Programme and 
the visible instrument through which UNESCO as a whole could demonstrate its commitment to 
sustainability through policy-relevant site-based research, capacity enhancement and demonstration. 
In order to respond to new and emerging environmental and economic challenges at all scales, the 
management of the programme and the co-ordination of the work of the WNBR must be revised in 
light of thirteen (13) years’ experience of the implementation of the Seville Strategy and the 
Statutory Framework. Necessary adaptations in the operation and outreach dimensions of WNBR 
need to be introduced in order to ensure that biosphere reserves effectively serve as learning sites 
for sustainable development at global, regional, national and local levels. 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

1.1 Assess the achievements of 
the Seville Strategy  
 

2010 
 

Assessment 
document of the 
Seville 
Strategy. 

MAB Secretariat MAB National 
Committees. 
MAB Bureau, 
MAB Networks, 
BRs, IUCN, 
UNDP and TNC
  

1.2 Compile and synthesize first-
hand information on the 
functioning of BRs, which should 
then be shared inter-regionally 
and globally. 
 

2013 Compiled 
information 

MAB Secretariat, 
MAB Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

World Network 
of Biosphere 
Reserves 

1.3 Create and implement a 
system of recognizing 
performance of the Seville 
Strategy. 
 
 

2010 
 

Performance 
recognition 
system 
reviewed, 
adopted by 
MAB-ICC, 
implemented 
and 
disseminated. 
 

Secretariat in co-
operation with 
Regional Networks 
 

MAB Bureau, 
MAB 
Networks, BRs, 
IUCN, UNDP 
and TNC 
 

1. Effective 
implementation of 
the Seville Strategy  

1.4 Update the nomination and 
periodic review forms for BRs. 
 

2010 Updated forms 
available 
 

MAB Secretariat MAB Bureau 

2.1 Utilize BRs in UNESCO’s 
intergovernmental scientific 
programmes in addition to MAB]
 
 
 

2013 
 
 

Number of 
BRs working 
together with 
UNESCO 
programmes 
(IHP, DESD, 
IOC, IGCP, 
MOST, IBSP, 
etc). 
 

MAB Secretariat, 
MAB National 
Committees,  
National 
Commissions for 
UNESCO 

MAB Bureau, 
UNESCO 
programmes 
(IHP, IOC, 
IGCP, MOST, 
IBSP, etc.) 
 
 
 

2. Increased 
cooperation and 
coordination of 
biosphere reserves 
with existing 
international 
programmes and 
initiatives 

 

2.2 Work closely with the 
authorities responsible for the 
implementation of relevant 
biodiversity and environmental 
multilateral agreements to ensure 
coordination between 
international designations at the 
national level.  
 

2010 Number of 
BRs working 
with 
international 
initiatives 
(CBD, CMS, 
UNCCD, 
UNFCCC, 
IGBP, MA 
follow-up, etc.)
 
Number of 
activities in 
UNESCO 
incorporating 
BRs as a tool 
for linking WH 
site conserva-
tion with 

MAB National 
Committees,  
National 
Commissions for 
UNESCO  

International 
initiatives (CBD,
CMS, ISDR, 
UNCCD, 
UNFCCC, 
IGBP, etc.) 
 
UNESCO 
Science Sector, 
WHC and 
Ramsar 
Convention, 
Executive Board 
of UNESCO 
 
All UNESCO 
intersectoral 
programmes 
such as DESD, 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

sustainable 
development of 
the broader 
region; levels 
of  financial 
and human 
resources to 
developing and 
implementing 
joint projects 
linking WH 
sites, Ramsar 
sites and BRs. 
 

EFA, 
UNESCO 
Chairs, 
Associated 
Schools 
Network, 
TWAS, 
Executive Board 
of UNESCO. 

3.1 Creation of a web-based 
information clearinghouse and 
information centre, to exchange 
and share technology, research, 
training, education and 
cooperation opportunities, 
findings and experience, and to 
help to solve problems at local, 
regional and international levels.  
 

2013 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Functioning 
information 
clearing house. 

 
Number and 
variety of 
publications 
(print, web-
based etc.) and 
communicat-
ions in UN as 
well other 
regional and 
nationally 
important 
languages. 
Current 
template of 
WNBR map 
adapted to 
produce region 
and ecosystem 
specific maps 
as and when 
needed. 
 

MAB Secretariat 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Regional, sub-
regional, country
and thematic 
networks in co-
operation with 
MAB National 
Committees and 
BR administra- 
tions as 
appropriate, and 
PALNet-
IUCN/WCPA, 
and other 
relevant 
information 
networks. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

3.2 Produce regional, sub-
regional, country- and 
ecosystem-specific publications 
on biosphere reserves, MAB and 
other related themes. 
 

2009 
& 
2013 
 

Number of 
publications 

MAB Secretariat, 
MAB National 
Committees, 
individual biosphere 
reserves 
 

Regional and 
Thematic 
Networks 
 

3.3 Elaboration of a map 
presenting the WNBR according 
to ecosystem types, including 
human-impacted ecosystems 
such as rural and urban areas. 
 

2009 World map MAB Secretariat Private/public 
organizations 

3. Integrated 
information & 
communication 
strategy 

3.4 Creation of a journalism 
award directed at the mass 
communication media for their 
role on promoting the importance 
of BRs. 

2010 Number of 
awards 
provided. 
 

UNESCO 
Member States 
 

UNESCO 
Member States 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

 
3.5 Develop an integrated 
international promotion and 
communication strategy targeting 
the general public. 
 
 

2010 Number of 
publications. 

MAB Secretariat Individual BRs, 
UNESCO 
Communication 
and Information 
Sector, 
UNESCO 
regional offices 
 

4.1 Develop a structure, strategy 
and action plan for each regional 
network to meet their 
responsibilities within the MAB 
Programme and regularly report 
to MAB National Committees 
and individual BRs. 

2009 

 

Number of 
regions 
completing and 
implementing 
structure, 
strategy and 
action plan.  

 
Number of 
individual BRs 
participating in 
regional 
network 
activities. 
 

Regional Networks UNESCO Field 
Offices, 
National 
Commissions 
for UNESCO, 
MAB National 
Committees 
and individual 
BRs. 

4. Participatory 
regional networks 
that are managed in 
a manner assuring 
adequate 
representation of 
biosphere reserve 
managers/ 
coordinators 

4.2 Ensure that each network has 
partnerships and long-term 
financing mechanisms from 
within its membership to ensure 
sustainability of its operations 
and activities. 
 

2010 No. of 
networks 
funded 

Regional and 
Thematic Networks, 
MAB Secretariat, 
MAB National 
Committees, 
National 
Commissions for 
UNESCO  
 

Governmental 
institutions, 
national and 
international 
NGOs, private 
sector 

5. Enhanced 
cooperation 
between experts 
and practitioners in 
relevant key issues   

 

5.1 Create and strengthen 
existing regional and 
interregional thematic networks 
formed around key ecosystems, 
such as mountains, freshwater, 
oceans, drylands, forests, urban 
areas, small islands. 
 

2010 Number of 
networks and 
extent of 
regional and 
thematic 
coverage. 

MAB Secretariat, 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks, 
individual BRs, 
other institutions 

Diverse 
stakeholders at 
multiple scales 

 

6.1 Implement a communication 
strategy on environmental, 
economic, social, spiritual, 
cultural and political importance 
and benefits of BRs and the 
WNBR, directed to national 
governments, policy makers, 
journalists, local communities 
and other target groups. 
 

2010 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Number of BRs 
that have 
developed and 
launched a 
communication 
strategy. 
 
 
 

Regional and 
Thematic Networks 
and individual BRs 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

UNESCO 
Communicatio
n and 
Information 
Sector, Bureau 
of Public 
Information, 
UNESCO 
Field Offices, 
MAB 
Programme 

6. Communication 
strategies for each 
biosphere reserve, 
integrated with 
national and higher 
levels 

6.2 Create an incentive 
programme to recognize the 
efforts of communities, 

2010 Number of 
incentives 
created. 

MAB National 
Committees, 
National 

Private and 
public 
institutions  
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

individuals, institutions, networks 
and nations in creating, managing 
and promoting BRs.  
 

 Commissions for 
UNESCO 

7.1 Create or restructure MAB 
National Committees. 

2008 Number of 
functioning 
MAB National 
Committees. 
 

Member States, 
National 
Commissions for 
UNESCO, MAB 
National 
Committees, MAB 
Focal Points and 
other national 
Government 
authorities concerned 
with BRs 
 

Diverse 
stakeholders at 
multiple scales 

 

7. Functional MAB 
National 
Committees in each 
country, managed 
in a manner 
assuring adequate 
representation of 
biosphere reserve 
coordinators and 
other key 
stakeholders 

 
7.2 Develop a structure, strategy 
and action plan for each MAB 
National Committee to assist BRs 
meet their responsibilities within 
the MAB Programme, and 
support the planning phase for 
new nominations. 
 

2013 Number of 
MAB National 
Committees 
restructured 
with strategies 
and action 
plans. 

MAB National 
Committees, 
National 
Commissions for 
UNESCO 

Governmental 
institutions, 
civil society 
bodies 

8. Increased 
linkages between 
biosphere reserve 
activities and 
sustainable 
development 
initiatives at 
multiple scales 

8.1 Encourage and enable 
individual BRs to collaborate 
with UN-led policies, strategies 
and action plans towards 
sustainable development, as well 
as other initiatives outside the 
UN-system. 

2010 
& 
2013 

Number of BRs 
contributing to 
in-country UN 
and other 
initiatives on 
sustainable 
development. 

MAB National 
Committees, 
individual BRs 

Regional 
Networks, MAB 
Secretariat 

9. All biosphere 
reserves undertake 
periodic review and 
related actions to 
update zonation, 
management and 
other changes to 
meet Seville & 
MAP requirements 
and 
recommendations 
 

9.1 Screen new BR proposals as 
well as devise schemes to support 
periodic review processes in view 
of the evolution of the mission 
and vision contained in the 
Madrid Action Plan, in particular 
through field-visits by teams of 
regional and national experts, in 
cooperation with the UNESCO 
regional, cluster and national 
offices as appropriate. 

2010 
& 
2013 

Number of BRs 
that have 
undertaken 
necessary steps 
to update 
themselves to a 
post-Seville 
and MAP 
vision. 

MAB National 
Committees, with 
support from 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

Regional 
Networks, 
IUCN 

10. Open and 
participatory 
procedures and 
processes  in the 
designation, 
planning and 
implementation of 
biosphere reserves 

10.1 Every BR should carry out a 
participatory planning process, 
such as Local Agenda 21, to 
guide BR implementation 
assuring “participatory 
management” especially for 
traditional, local and indigenous 
communities. 
 

2012 Number of BRs 
with 
participatory 
approaches in 
place 

Individual 
Biosphere Reserves 

Thematic 
Networks 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

10.2 Every BR should establish a 
management committee 
comprising stakeholders 
representing different activity 
sectors of all three zones.  
 

2013 Number of 
functioning BR 
management 
committees 
 

Individual BRs Public and 
private 
institutions 
including civil 
society 

11. Enhanced legal 
recognition of 
biosphere reserves 
where appropriate 

 
 

11.1 Encourage States to include 
BRs in their own legislation. 
 

2013 Number of 
countries which 
have 
incorporated 
BRs into their 
legislation  
 

MAB Secretariat 
and MAB National 
Committees 

UNESCO 
Field Offices 

     

 

E.2. ZONATION - LINKING FUNCTIONS TO SPACE 

According to the Statutory Framework, biosphere reserves should contain one or more core areas, 
buffer zones, and a transition area to accommodate their multiple functions.  
 
Facing new challenges, it is important to shift towards a more integrated zoning. Thus the transition 
area, in addition to the development function, can also consider conservation/environmental goals 
and elements. Equally the core area, in addition to its conservation function, contributes to a range 
of ecosystem services which, in terms of the development functions, can be calculated in economic 
terms (e.g. carbon sequestration, soil stabilization, supply of clean water and air, etc.). Employment 
opportunities can also complement conservation goals (e.g. environmental education, research, 
environmental rehabilitation and conservation measures, recreation and eco-tourism). While 
education, research, monitoring and capacity enhancement are seen as components of the logistic or 
knowledge generation function of biosphere reserves, they are also integral to the conservation and 
development functions. 
 
Special attention is to be given to the buffer zones. Their role is to minimize negative and external 
effects of human-induced activities on the core areas. In addition to the buffering function related to 
the core areas, buffer zones can have their own intrinsic, ‘stand alone’ functions for maintaining 
anthropogenic, biological and cultural diversity. Buffer zones can also have an important 
connectivity function in a larger spatial context as they connect biodiversity components within core 
areas with those in transition areas/areas of cooperation. 
 
People live and make a living in transition areas which are characterized by multiple land uses. 
Transition areas have a central function concerning socio-economic development. In the past, a 
shortcoming of the transition area was that its outer boundary was not required to be delineated or 
spatially-defined. But the establishment of cooperation plans and concepts, implementation of co-
operation projects and fostering of committed citizenship need clear boundaries that are easy to 
accept and to understand. Furthermore, the inclusion of the total area of a biosphere reserve in the 
WNBR needs to be clearly specified; hence, while acknowledging the arbitrary or fuzzy nature of 
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transition area boundaries, they nevertheless must be specified. Cooperation, however, can extend 
beyond those boundaries, for sharing best practices, solutions and approaches with the wider region, 
thus fulfilling the role of biosphere reserves as learning sites for regional sustainable development. 

 
While countries maintain flexibility at the national levels with regard to the definition of zones, the 
following actions are to be taken in order to make biosphere reserves more effective in combining 
conservation, sustainable use of resources and knowledge generation through integrated zonation 
and collaborative management: 

 

     

TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER

12. Analysis 
of zonation of 
all biosphere 
reserves 

12.1 Carry out a survey on the present 
zoning system of the WNBR 
(including the proportions of the 
different zones) and investigate how 
well they fulfil the three functions in 
each zone. 

2010 Outcome of 
analysis 
submitted to 
ICC, and 
results and 
ICC recom-
mendations 
published.  
 

MAB Secretariat and 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

BR focal 
points/ 
managers, 
MAB 
National 
Committees 

13.1 Develop and apply practical tools 
and guidelines for zoning at the 
national level.  

2013 100% sites 
have 
functional BR 
zonation. 
 

MAB National 
Committees, 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks, 
and individual BRs 

MAB 
Secretariat, 
IUCN, 
national and 
internation-
al NGOs, 
academic 
institutions 

13.2 Use BRs to manage large biome 
as a BR system and for extensive 
terrestrial and marine areas as a series 
of units linking up relatively small 
protected core areas with significantly 
larger buffer zones and transition 
areas. 
 

2013 Number of 
BRs spatially 
extended. 

Individual BRs, 
MAB National 
Committees 

Regional 
Networks, 
IUCN 

13.3 Determine the most suitable 
zonation patterns and define 
performance standards for each zone. 
Ensure sufficient size of each zone for 
the BR functions and identify the 
contribution of each zone to the whole 
BR. 
 

2013 Suitable 
zonation 
pattern for 
each BR 
defined. 

Individual BRs, 
MAB National 
Committees 

Regional 
Networks, 
IUCN 

13. 
Functional 
zonation in 
all biosphere 
reserves 
established,  
particularly 
with regard to 
the transition 
area and the 
development 
function 

13.4 Clearly define the outer boundary 
of the BR in determining the transition 
area through stakeholder consultation.  
(The BR should consider natural, e.g. 
watershed, ecosystem, etc., as well as 
political and administrative boundaries 
in defining its delimitation, and clearly 
explain the rationale behind that 
determination in the nomination/ 
periodic review forms). 
 

2013 Each BR has 
a clearly 
defined outer 
boundary. 

Individual BRs, 
MAB National 
Committees 

Regional 
Networks 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER

13.5 Encourage national recognition of 
BR zonation schemes as an important 
planning tool for programmes linked to 
protected areas in production 
landscapes. 
 

2013 Number of 
countries 
recognizing 
BR zonation 
scheme. 

Individual BRs, 
MAB National 
Committees 

Regional 
Networks 

14. Co-
operative 
conservation 
and 
development 
strategies for 
biosphere 
reserves 

14.1 Use appropriate tools such as the 
Ecosystem Approach, gap analysis, the 
concept of corridors, ecological 
networks, etc. for (a) a better 
connectivity of ecologically-important 
sites and elements in the landscape, 
(b) a better inter-linkage of areas/zones 
and enhanced buffering, and (c) a 
better consistency in planning. 
 

2013 BRs have 
well-designed 
plans with 
sufficient 
conditions for 
assuring 
financial and 
operational 
sustainability. 

Individual biosphere 
reserves 

Thematic 
Networks 

     

E.3. SCIENCE AND CAPACITY ENHANCEMENT 

Ecosystems provide goods and services to all humanity, but the sustainable use of these benefits is 
challenging in the face of rapid climatic, environmental, social, and political changes. To cope with 
these changes, biosphere reserves play a crucial role in generating knowledge on how natural 
systems work and how to maintain ecosystem services and resilient ecosystems while at the same 
time using these systems to create income, employment and wealth. Wide cooperation from 
institutions and stakeholders is needed within biosphere reserves to foster communication among 
scientists, policy makers, private companies and others. In order to achieve this there is a need for a 
significant strengthening of both science and capacity in the WNBR also with a view to applying 
scientific expertise to global biodiversity management and conservation. 
 
Both scientific as well as traditional knowledge from local and indigenous people is needed for 
adaptation to change and building resilience. 
 
Since 2004 the MAB-ICC has encouraged all countries to support the UNDESD (2005-2014) of 
which UNESCO is the leading agency. Biosphere reserves provide an excellent opportunity to play 
an active role as learning sites for sustainable development in order to implement national policies 
and strategies on the MDGs, implement the WSSD Plan and strategies for the DESD. Relevant 
national, regional and global authorities should be encouraged to use biosphere reserve management 
issues and problems as research questions for multi-disciplinary institutes of higher learning.  

 
     

TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

15. 15.1 Undertake a critical analysis 2013 Number of BRs National Regional and 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

and synthesis of existing data based 
on experience of implementing the 
management plans/cooperation 
plans of BRs around the world, 
including their relationship to 
ecosystem services. 
 

which 
participate in 
international 
programmes 
 
Analysis 
document on 
the 
implementation 
of BR 
management 
plans. 
 

Commissions for 
UNESCO, MAB 
National Committees, 
World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves 

Thematic 
Networks, 
CBD, CSD, 
UNCCD, 
UNFCCC & 
others 

15.2 Promote the MAB 
Programme’s global network 
function through the systematic 
recording of policy-relevant case 
studies and ensuring their 
availability and dissemination. 
 

2013 Document on 
case studies 

Individual BRs, MAB 
National Committees, 
National 
Commissions for 
UNESCO, MAB 
Secretariat 

CBD, IUCN 

Communica-
tion of 
biosphere 
reserve 
experiences on 
management 
and stakeholder 
participation of 
ecosystem 
services to 
relevant policy 
constituencies 
within the UN 
bodies, 
regional 
development 
banks, national 
governments 
and others 
 

15.3 Develop actions to increase 
synergies among international, 
regional and national programmes 
currently developed and executed 
in parallel, such as CBD, Agenda 
21 and One-UN activities. 

2013 No. of BRs 
involved in 
various 
international, 
regional and 
national 
programmes.  
 

Individual BRs, 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

CBD, Agenda 
21, One-UN 
projects. 

16.1 Coordinate with UNESCO 
Intergovernmental Science 
Programmes (ISPs) and other 
relevant international, regional and 
national authorities to promote 
policy-relevant research 
programmes. 
 
 
 

2012 Numbers of 
scientific 
articles, books 
on sustainability 
referring to BR 
or using the 
concept.  
Number of MS 
and Ph.Ds on 
BRs or related 
topics. 
 

MAB Secretariat. 
World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves, 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

Universities 
and research 
centres 
associated 
with BRs. 
Collaboration 
with ISPs, 
UNU IUCN, 
including 
WCPA, and 
others 
 

16.2 Improve access to information 
and new ways to communicate 
knowledge to a large variety of 
non-scientific target groups.  
 

2011 Number of 
outreach 
publications 
including 
Internet-based 
information 
material. 
  

MAB Secretariat, 
individual BRs, MAB 
National Committees, 
National Commissions
for UNESCO 
 

Universities, 
press and other 
mass media. 

16.  Site-based 
policy-relevant 
research 
programmes 

 

16.3 Strengthen the role of science 
in decision-making through 
problem-oriented, applied research 
in order to increase the availability 
of funding for both science and 
management, and ensure good 
science-informed participatory and 
collaborative management. 
 

2013 Research 
projects 
established in 
all BRs 

Individual BRs, MAB 
National Committees, 
National Commissions
for UNESCO 
 

Universities, 
research 
institutions, 
funding 
agencies 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

17.1 Provide training to BR 
managers on science-policy-practice 
interaction and participatory 
management for science and other 
relevant areas. 

2010 Number of 
completed or 
active courses 
in the regions 

MAB Secretariat, 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

Research 
institutes, 
higher 
education 
centres, 
international 
and national 
NGOs 
 

17. Trained 
biosphere 
reserve 
managers and 
other relevant 
stakeholders  

17.2 Promote capacity 
enhancement programmes for BR 
administrators and managers, such 
as on adaptive management, 
including conflict resolution and 
negotiation skills. 

2011 Training 
courses for BR 
managers in 
operation 

MAB National 
Committees 

Universities, 
research 
institutions  

18.1 Work with other ISPs to 
include the use of BRs as research 
and demonstration sites in their 
programmes. 
 

2010 Number of 
UNESCO ISP 
activities and 
initiatives 
focusing on 
BRs 
 

Regional Networks 
National Committees 
and MAB Secretariat 

IOC, IHP, 
IGCP 

18.  Use of  
BRs by 
UNESCO 
Member States 
for their work 
with other 
ISPs, 
including IOC 
and MOST 
 

18.2 Enhance the widespread use of 
BRs by IHP, IOC, IGCP and MOST 
for research, information generation 
and policy advice.  
 

2013 Number of BRs 
involved with 
other UNESCO 
ISP activities 
related to 
research, 
information 
generation and 
policy advice.  
 

UNESCO ISPs 
(MAB, IHP, IOC, 
IGCP, MOST), 
individual BRs 

IHP, IOC, 
IGCP, MOST 

19.  
Biosphere 
Reserves to 
have research 
programmes 
on analyses of 
ecosystem 
services and 
their 
management 
through 
stakeholder 
participation 
 

19.1 Mobilize scientific and non-
scientific actors combining all 
knowledge systems in order to 
strengthen the scientific functions of 
BRs. 
 
 

2012 Number of BRs 
having research 
programmes 

BRs and MAB 
National Committees, 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

GEF, UNDP, 
EU, 
international 
NGOs, etc. 

20.1 Ensure stakeholder 
involvement in the production of a 
research agenda to be incorporated 
in the management plan for the 
whole BR. 
 

2013 Number of BRs 
with defined 
and operational 
research 
programmes.  

Individual biosphere 
reserves 

Universities, 
research 
institutions, 
funding 
agencies 

20.  Biosphere 
reserves have 
research 
programmes 
linked to the 
development 
of the 
management 
plan and 
zoning 

20.2 Use BRs as sites for applied, 
problem-oriented research for 
sustainable development linked to 
the zoning and management plan. 

2012 Number of BRs 
with research 
agendas related 
to sustainable 

Individual biosphere 
reserves 

Universities, 
research 
institutions, 
funding agencies
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

Incorporate the results of applied 
ecological and socio-economic 
research into ecosystem 
management of all areas and link 
educational activities to the 
different functions in all zones of 
BRs. 
  

development 

21.  Decade of 
Education for 
Sustainable 
Development 
(DESD) 
programmes 
with 
educational and 
research 
institutions  
 

21.1 Promote the BR as a learning 
site of excellence for sustainable 
development, for demonstrating 
trade-offs and balance amongst 
ecosystem services, human-
environment interactions and well-
being, in the framework of DESD. 

2010 Number of 
schools 
associated with 
BRs through 
joint classes, 
school camps, 
curriculum 
development 

Individual biosphere 
reserves 

Associated 
Schools Project 
Network, 
UNESCO 
Education 
Sector 

22.1 Improve capacity of the 
WNBR with the aim of building 
strong learning organizations, 
alliances and empowering all 
stakeholders at each BR. 

 
 
 

 

2010 & 
2013 

Number of 
education 
programmes; 
number and 
range of 
awareness and 
educational 
materials 
produced. 
 

Individual BRs, 
World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves, 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

NGOs, 
academic 
institutions, 
research 
centres 

22. Exchange 
of educational 
resources for 
widespread 
adaptation  
and 
application  

22.2 Provide appropriate staff and 
funding (a) to enable BR 
managers/coordinators to actively 
contribute to the WNBR, i.e. 
translation of best practices report 
into local languages, and (b) to 
feed this information into the 
Internet website of UNESCO-
MAB. 
 

2012 Number of best 
practices reports 
translated into 
local languages.

Individual BRs, MAB 
National Committees 

National 
authorities, 
national and 
international 
NGOs, 
funding 
agencies 

23.  A 
mechanism 
for biosphere 
reserves to 
address urban 
issues in a 
regional 
context 

23.1 Facilitate the integration of 
urban areas into BRs. 
 

2010 & 
2013  

Number of BRs 
with 
interactions 
with urban areas 

MAB Urban Group, 
Regional Networks  

 

City 
Authorities, 
ICLEI, 
professional 
planning 
institutions 
universities and 
research centres 
associated with 
BRs 
 

24.  Use  
biosphere 
reserves as 
learning sites 
for research, 
adaptation, 
mitigation in 

24.1 Use mountain BRs as field 
observatories of global change 
impacts on the environment, 
economy and human well-being, 
based on the GLOCHAMORE 
Research Strategy. 

2012 Number of 
mountain BRs 
with active 
research and 
capacity 
enhancement 
programmes. 

Individual BRs, MAB 
National Committees, 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

MRI, 
organizations 
working on 
climate 
change, 
research, 
academic and 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR 

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER 

 outreach 
institutions 
 

24.2 Use of research results to assist 
countries in developing and 
implementing policies for 
sustainable mountain development. 

2013 Number of 
countries with 
policies for 
sustainable 
mountain 
development. 

Individual BRs, MAB 
National Committees, 
National 
Commissions for 
UNESCO, Regional 
Networks 
 

MRI, IUCN 

24.3 Develop strategies for other 
ecosystems in collaboration with 
relevant national and international 
organizations. 
 

2011 Number of 
strategies 
applied 
 

Individual BRs, MAB 
National Committees, 
National 
Commissions for 
UNESCO, Regional 
and Thematic 
Networks 
 

UNFCCC, 
CBD, UNCCD 

relation to 
climate 
change 

 

24.4 Carry out training courses for 
different ecosystem types related to 
climate change, in particular using 
the ERAIFT regional flagship 
project for tropical forests and 
certified forestry as a climate 
change mitigation approach. 
 

2011 Number of 
training courses 
carried out 

Individual BRs, MAB 
National Committees, 
National 
Commissions for 
UNESCO, Regional 
and Thematic 
Networks 
 

UNFCCC, 
CBD, UNCCD 

     
 

E.4. PARTNERSHIPS 

At all times, the strength and opportunity of partnerships should be drawn upon to cooperatively 
develop the functions of a biosphere reserve. There is a need to focus efforts on building and 
improving upon existing partnerships and alliances, championing new initiatives, and creating new 
partnerships and projects that involve many stakeholder groups. Cooperative activities range from 
biodiversity conservation to ecosystem management and sustainable use of environmental goods 
and services. 
 
The ‘added value’ of partnerships is improved effectiveness of management strategies, change of 
attitude within the stakeholders themselves, better mutual understanding, more informed decision 
making, increased awareness, and technical and financial support of the management of the 
biosphere reserve. 
 
The long-term functionality of a biosphere reserve requires long-term financing for both planning 
and implementation. Generating funds falls primarily under the responsibility of individual 
biosphere reserve managers/coordinators with support and assistance from the MAB National 
Committees, Regional Networks, UNESCO-MAB Secretariat solicited as and when needed. 
 
Economic activities provide potential benefits for biosphere reserves: 
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 Contributions to economic development in terms of strengthening the role of the private 
sector, revenue generation for the maintenance of natural areas e.g. through tourism; 
 

 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) schemes of leading multi-nationals as well as national 
and regional private sector institutions provide funds for development or maintenance of 
sustainable practices. 

 
There are already very good examples of economic benefits of biosphere reserves and the feasibility 
of integrated conservation and development in and around biosphere reserves. They will indeed 
improve their performance at the operational level if they have sufficient and well trained personnel, 
equipment, project budget and capabilities to fulfil all three functions in all zones. 

 

     

TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER

25.1 Establish partnership agreements 
with relevant institutions/organizations 
to carry out Payment for Ecosystem 
Services (PES) projects. 

2013 Number of 
regions 
launching 
PES projects. 
 
Number of 
BRs involved. 

MAB-ICC, Regional 
and Thematic 
Networks 

GEF, 
UNDP, EU, 
international 
NGOs, 
universities, 
research 
centres 

25.2 Establish partnership agreements, 
such as for water, forest and carbon 
funds. 
 

2013 Number of 
BRs with 
partnership 
agreements 
 

MAB National 
Committees, Regional 
and Thematic 
Networks 

National 
and 
international 
donor 
agencies, 
GEF, 
UNDP, 
international 
NGOs 

25. Improved 
financial 
mechanisms for 
biosphere reserves 
and regional 
networks 

25.3 Seek national and international 
support for BRs and Regional Networks 
with the organizations responsible for 
projects on biodiversity conservation, 
international waters, climate change, 
poverty reduction, etc.  
 

2013 Number of 
BRs and 
Regional 
Networks 
with national 
and 
international 
support 

MAB Secretariat, 
MAB National 
Committees, Regional 
and Thematic 
Networks 

National 
and 
international 
donor 
agencies, 
GEF, 
UNDP, 
international 
NGOs 

26.1 At least one pilot BR in each 
Regional Network chosen to carry out 
an assessment of the economic 
contribution of BRs to local economies 
with the active involvement of local 
communities. 
 

2013 
 
 
 

Number of 
BRs 
developing 
assessments 
in each region 
 

Regional and 
Thematic Networks 
 
 
 

Private 
sector, 
research, 
academic 
and 
outreach 
institutions 

26. Improved 
generation of 
profits and 
livelihood benefits 
in biosphere 
reserves through 
sustainable 
production, 
harvesting, 
processing and 
marketing of 
biosphere reserve 
products  

26.2 Further the work of the Task 
Force on Quality Economies by 
creating or strengthening partnerships 
with businesses to identify, develop 
and promote markets and fair trade for 

2010 Number of 
BRs involved 
with the work 
of the Task 
Force on 

MAB Secretariat, 
individual BRs, 
MAB National 
Committees, 
Thematic Networks 

Private 
sector 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER

goods using the BR brand. 
 

Quality 
Economies 
 

26.3 Creation of sustainable and 
alternative livelihoods primarily 
targeting vulnerable populations within 
BRs such as local communities, 
minorities, indigenous and ethnic 
groups. 

2013 Number of 
BRs 
implementing 
sustainable 
alternative 
livelihoods to 
ensure ease of 
poverty 
 

UNESCO Member 
States, individual 
BRs 
 

National 
and 
internation
-al funding 
agencies, 
GEF, 
UNDP, 
etc. 

27.1 Create or strengthen partnerships 
with businesses to identify, develop 
and promote fair trade for goods and 
services in BRs and to support 
management and communication 
relating to BRs. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2013 Number of 
businesses 
actively 
involved in 
implementing 
the BR idea/ 
BR 
management. 
 
Number of 
businesses 
actively 
involved in 
supporting 
activities 
indirectly in 
BRs. 
 

BRs and MAB 
National Committees 

Private 
sector 

27. Increased 
involvement, 
support and buy-
in of private 
sector 

27.2 Promote incentives for product 
labeling in BRs.  
 

2012 Study 
available on 
local BR 
products. 
 

MAB Secretariat, 
individual BRs 

Private 
sector 

28.1 Support study tours/site visits 
between stakeholder groups in BRs. 
 
 
 

2010  
& 
2013 

Number of 
exchanges  

Regional and 
interregional 
networks, thematic 
networks, individual 
biosphere reserves 
 

Govern-
mental 
authorities 

28.2 Encourage and enable twinning 
programmes between BRs sharing 
specific issues. 
 

2013 Number of 
twinning 
arrangements 
between BRs. 
 

Regional and 
interregional 
networks, thematic 
networks, individual 
biosphere reserves 
 

Govern-
mental 
authorities 

28. Exchanges 
between 
biosphere 
reserves 

28.3 Encourage South-South 
cooperation and triangular South-
North-South cooperation. 
 

2013 Number of 
cooperation 
agreements 
involving 
BRs. 
 

Regional and 
interregional 
networks, thematic 
networks, individual 
biosphere reserves 
 

Govern-
mental 
authorities 
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TARGET ACTIONS TIME SUCCESS 
INDICATOR

RESPONSIBILITY 
FOR ACTION 

PARTNER

29.1 Establish cooperation plans 
including all sectors of society to 
champion cooperative activities 
ranging from education and research to 
sustainable use of environmental goods 
and services. 
 

2010 Number of 
partnerships 
established. 
 
Number of 
BRs involved 
in 
partnerships. 
 

Individual BRs  Govern-
mental 
authorities, 
private 
sector 

29. Promote 
partnerships 

29.2 Establish partnerships with 
regional economic and financial 
institutions. 
 

2010 Number of 
cooperation 
plans 
established 
 

Individual BRs Canada 

30.1 Support the development of new 
and strengthen existing transboundary 
BRs as well as other forms of 
transboundary cooperation. 
 

2013 
 

Number of 
transboundary 
BRs 
established. 

MAB National 
Committees, 
Regional Networks 

MAB 
National 
Committee
s, 
UNESCO 
National 
Commis-
sions 

30.  
Transboundary 
biosphere 
reserves 

30.2 Update the nomination and 
periodic review forms for 
transboundary BRs 
 

2013 
 

Number of 
new and 
existing 
transboundary 
BRs with 
active 
transboundary 
cooperation; 
Use of 
updated 
forms. 
 

BRs and MAB 
National  
Committees, 
Regional Networks, 
MAB Secretariat, 
World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves 
 

Academic 
institutions, 
internation-
al and 
national 
NGOs 

31.  Biosphere 
reserves for 
peace, security 
and conflict 
management 
 

31.1 Promote and use BRs as 
mechanisms for peace and security. 

2013 Number of 
BRs with 
programmes 
that promote 
peace and 
security 

MAB Secretariat, 
World Network of 
Biosphere Reserves, 
Regional and 
Thematic Networks 

Academic 
institutions, 
international 
and national 
NGOs 

     

 

F. APPROVAL, IMPLEMENTATION AND EVALUATION  

The Madrid Action Plan (MAP) has been adopted at the 20th session of the MAB-ICC also in view 
of implementing effectively UNESCO's Mid-Term Strategy. In light of the rolling character of that 
strategy, possible adaptations of the MAP may be discussed at the next MAB-ICC Meeting in 2009. 
The MAP will then become an integral part of UNESCO’s strategy working towards the 
achievement of internationally-agreed goals and targets including the MDGs, EFA, DESD as well 
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as emphasizing UNESCO's contributions towards One UN, UNDAF and other in-country co-
ordination frameworks promoted under UN reform at the country level. The MAP will contribute 
towards the Director-General’s implementation plan to integrate the recommendations of the 
Review Committee that evaluated the Natural Sciences and the Social and Human Sciences 
Programmes of UNESCO during 2006-2007.  
 
The implementation of MAP will be carried out during the six-year Strategic Planning Framework 
of UNESCO, i.e. 2008-2013, which is the same as that of the MAP under the responsibility of the 
UNESCO Division of Ecological and Earth Sciences which hosts the Secretariat for MAB and 
WNBR. Before end of December 2008, countries with biosphere reserves will be requested to 
inform the MAB Secretariat of the specific methods and schedules of the actions that these 
countries decide to implement within the framework of the MAP. 
 
The MAB-ICC, the MAB Secretariat, the Regional Networks and the MAB National 
Committees through result-oriented partnerships with public and private sector and civil society 
organizations will provide the leadership for the successful implementation of the MAP. 

 
The MAB-ICC, National Commissions for UNESCO and MAB National Committees will be 
critical to the effectiveness of the implementation of the MAP through deep involvement in 
communicating the importance of, and gaining support for the MAB Programme and the WNBR 
with national governments, donors and development cooperation agencies, private sector and civil 
society organizations at all levels. 
 
MAP will be evaluated in 2010 and 2013. The mid-term evaluation will be carried out by a team, 
whose composition and terms of reference (TOR) will be set by the MAB-ICC at its 21st session 
2009. The timing, team composition and TOR for the final evaluation due in 2013 will be 
determined by the ICC at its 22nd session. 
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ACRONYMS 

BPI UNESCO Bureau for Public Information 
BR Biosphere Reserve 
CI UNESCO Communication and Information Sector 
CBD Convention on Biological Diversity (1992) 
CMS Convention on Migratory Species  
CO2 Carbon dioxide 
COP Conference of the Parties to the CBD 
CSD Commission on Sustainable Development 
CYTED Ibero-American Programme of the Development of Science and 

Technology 
DESD UN Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) 
EFA UNESCO - Education for All 
EU European Union 
GEF Global Environment Facility 
GLOCHAMORE UNESCO Project "Global Change in Mountain Regions" 
IBSP International Basic Sciences Programme 
ICC International Coordinating Council for the MAB Programme 
ICLEI International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives 
IGCP International Geoscience Programme 
IGBP International Geosphere-Biosphere Programme 
IHP International Hydrological Programme 
IOC Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission  
IPCC Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
ISDR International Strategy for Disaster Reduction 
ISP UNESCO’s Intergovernmental Scientific Programmes 
IUCN World Conservation Union 
MA/MEA Millennium Ecosystem Assessment 
MAB UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme 
MOST  Management of Social Transformations Programme 
MRI Mountain Research Initiative 
MDG Millennium Development Goals 
One UN Experiments to rationalize programmatic, managerial and 

budgetary structures of various UN Programmes and Agencies and 
co-ordinate their inputs to national development planning 

NGO Non-Governmental Organizations 
PES Payments for Ecosystem Services 
SD Sustainable Development 
TWAS The Academy of Sciences for the Developing World 
UN United Nations 
UNCCD  United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification 
UNEP United Nations Environment Programme 
UNDAF United Nations Development Assistance Framework 
UNDP United Nations Development Programme 
UNESCO United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 
UNFCCC United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
UNU United Nations University 
WCPA World Commission on Protected Areas (UICN)  
WH World Heritage 
WHC World Heritage Centre 



 24

WNBR World Network of Biosphere Reserves 
WSSD World Summit on Sustainable Development in 2002 
 



Madrid, 8 February 2008 
Original: English 

Annex 4 
Madrid Declaration 

on the UNESCO Man and the Biosphere (MAB) Programme 
 and the World Network of Biosphere Reserves (WNBR) 

 
 
We the representatives of UNESCO Member States, biosphere reserves, and co-operating 
public and private sector institutions and civil society organizations gathered at the 3rd World 
Congress of Biosphere Reserves and the 20th session of the International Co-ordinating 
Council (ICC) of the MAB Programme during 4-8 February 2008 in Madrid, Spain, 
 
Concerned by the increasing loss of biodiversity, the effects of climate change and 
demographic changes and convinced of the urgent need to maintain a balance between nature 
conservation, environmental protection and the social, economic, technical and scientific 
developments that constitute globalization, 
 
Recalling that the sixteenth session of the General Conference of UNESCO (1970) launched 
the programme on Man and the Biosphere (MAB) as a long-term intergovernmental and 
interdisciplinary programme and that since its inception MAB has focused its research, 
training, monitoring, education and pilot projects on the search for trade-offs and balance 
between, on the one hand, the human responsibility to maintain nature and conserve 
biodiversity and, on the other hand, the human need to use natural resources for enhancing 
social and economic well-being of peoples, 
 
Recognizing that the concept of biosphere reserves developed within the framework of the 
MAB programme has resulted, since 1976, in the designation of biosphere reserves, currently 
numbering 531 sites in 105 countries, that are dedicated to address and learn from efforts to 
achieve and maintain a balance between the conservation of nature and biodiversity and the 
socio-economic development of places and peoples, 
 
Appreciating the participatory and good management approaches that allow multiple 
stakeholders and partners to be an integral part of biosphere reserves,  
 
Acknowledging that the WNBR created under MAB constitutes a global network of places 
that Member States of UNESCO can prioritize as locations for testing the applications of 
sustainable development principles and practices dedicated to establishing and maintaining 
context-specific and mutually beneficial relationships between nature and biodiversity 
conservation and socio-economic well-being of people, 
 
Cognizant of the fact that the biosphere reserve concept and its applications have, thanks to 
global reviews and exchange of experience and lessons learned as communicated during the 
first (Minsk, 1983) and the second (Seville, 1995) Congresses of Biosphere Reserves, been 
refined and consolidated with respect to its significance to sustainable development at local 
and regional levels within UNESCO Member States, 
 
Referring to the Statutory Framework of the Seville Strategy that outlines the importance of 
legally constituted core areas devoted to long-term protection according to the conservation 
objectives of the biosphere reserves, and of sufficient size to meet these objectives, 
 
Expressing gratitude to the Ministry of Environment of the Government of Spain for its 
continuous support to biosphere reserves under the framework of the UNESCO Man and the 
Biosphere Programme, including by hosting the 20th session of the MAB ICC and the 



3rd World Congress of Biosphere Reserves (February 2008) convened in Madrid, Spain, with 
the purpose to reflect upon the experience of implementing the Seville Strategy and the 
Statutory Framework for the World Network of Biosphere Reserves adopted by UNESCO in 
1995, 
 
Convinced of the need to strengthen and support the contributions of MAB and biosphere 
reserve networks to sustainable development in the context of new and emerging challenges 
and to document, disseminate and share lessons learned in the context of the UN Decade of 
Education for Sustainable Development (UNDESD; 2005-2014): 
 
• Urge UNESCO, its Member States and Secretariat, to make optimum use of biosphere 

reserves for the promotion of sustainable development and the WNBR and associated 
regional, sub-regional and national networks as forums for exchange of experience and 
lessons learned during the UNDESD; 

• Encourage UNESCO Member States to establish MAB National Committees where they 
do not yet exist; 

• Commit the Secretariat to review the implementation of the Seville Strategy and make 
recommendations to improve the working practices of the MAB Programme at the global, 
regional, national and local levels in order to enhance its relevance to sustainable 
development policies, planning and implementation at all levels; 

• Call upon UNESCO to actively pursue coherent approaches and strengthen cooperation 
within the UN system, particularly with UNDP and UNEP with the aim to enable Member 
States to use biosphere reserves as places to demonstrate and promote the achievement of 
the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and other UN targets, such as the 
commitment of Parties to the Conventions dealing with biological diversity, combating 
desertification and climate change; 

• Call upon UNESCO and international funds for the creation of an innovative mechanism 
for sustainable funding aimed at reinforcing biosphere reserves, the MAB Programme as 
well as the regional networks and promote the implementation of the Madrid Action Plan; 

• Capitalize upon the potential for action of biosphere reserves to address new challenges 
such as the loss of traditional knowledge and cultural diversity, demography, loss of 
arable land, climate change, biodiversity and sustainable development; and, in particular, 
as places for investments and innovation to mitigate and adapt to climate change, to 
promote the greater use of renewable energy in sustainable futures of rural and urban 
areas and to enhance and capitalize upon ecosystem services and products in sustainable 
development for human well-being; 

• Build effective partnerships in biosphere reserves through cooperation among all 
governmental levels, private sector, mass media, civil society organizations, indigenous 
and local communities, research, monitoring and education centers and other such 
institutions for the implementation of the Madrid Action Plan during 2008-2013; 

• Encourage cooperation between the MAB Programme and the other Intergovernmental 
Scientific Programmes of UNESCO, the World Heritage Convention and the One UN 
pilots; 

• Promote MAB and WNBR as global, regional and national fora for involving people and 
generating new ideas to solve local problems and targeted actions to seek a dynamic and 
mutually beneficial relationship between People and the Biosphere. 
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