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Logistic Information 

 

 



 
General information about Turkey 

 
 
Official language: Turkish  
 
Currency and exchange rate: Turkish Lira (TL).  
 
1 EURO = approximately 2.18 TL  
US$1 = approximately 1.56 TL  
 
You can change money from airport, hotel, currency exchange offices 
and the banks. The exchange rates in the banks are mostly higher, 
so it is better to change money from exchange offices.  
 
The hotel uses the exchange rate from Central Bank of Turkish 
Republic and adds approximately 2% to this rate.  
 
For central bank of Turkish Republic daily exchange rates check: 
http://www.tcmb.gov.tr/kurlar/kur2009.html 
 
In order to pay for transportation to the hotel from the airport, it 
may be better to change some amount of money at the airport 
exchange office. 

 
 
Time zone: GMT + 2 hours in the entire country 
(seven hours ahead of U.S. Eastern Standard Time).  
 
Electricity: 220 volts AC throughout Turkey  
 
Weights and Measures: Metric system  
 
 

 



 
Arriving in Istanbul 

 
 
 

 



 
Going to the Movenpick Istanbul Hotel 

 

For transportation information from Istanbul Ataturk Airport to Movenpick Istanbul Hotel please check 
http://www.ataturkairport.com/eng/2.php 
 
Some Transportation options:  
1. At the exit of Istanbul Ataturk Airport you can find taxis that will bring you to the hotel for about 25-30 
Euros. The Istanbul Atatürk Airport is located in Yeşilköy, in the European side of Istanbul. Airports distance 
is 28 km to the Movenpick Istanbul Hotel. Please note that the taxi rates are 50% higher between 00.00 
and 06:00 am. 
 
2. You can take “Havas Bus” for TAKSIM at the exit of Istanbul Ataturk Airport. The fee is 10 Turkish Liras. 
When you arrive Taksim, you can take a taxi to the hotel or take metro from “Taksim” station to “4. Levent” 
station.  “4. Levent” station is in front of Movenpick Istanbul Hotel.  
 
Address:  
Movenpick Istanbul Hotel.  
Buyukdere Caddesi 4. Levent 
34330 Istanbul Turkey 
Tel : +90 212 319 29 29 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Marmaray Site Visit – Sunday 5th July 2009  
 

On Sunday the bus will pick you up from the Movenpick Hotel. You should be in the 
lobby of the hotel at 8:00 am.  

The departure time has to be this early because there is seismic strengthening work 
going on at the bridge we will cross on our way and we have to be on site no later 
than 9.30 am. 

 

Technical tour plan is to visit three sites of Marmaray. (For 
technical details please check http://www.marmaray.com/ ) 

1. Visit to starting point of bored tunnels at Ayrilikcesme, 
Kadikoy, see Photo 1. 

2. Visit to immersed tube tunnel near Uskudar Maiden’s Tower, 
see Photo 2. 

3. Visit to Uskudar Station site, see Photo 3.  

 
Mr. Ozturk OZGUR, (Civil Engineer, Taisei Corporation, Project 
Design Division) will accompany us during the site visit and give 
the technical details. The Marmaray site visit will end around 
1.00 pm. Lunch boxes will be provided in the bus.  

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Sightseeing Tour– Sunday, 5th July 2009  
 

The bus will pick the participants from Marmaray site and bring to Old City, 
Sultanahmet Square. A half day tour will be held with a professional guide. 
Haghia Sophia, Blue Mosque, Basilica Cistern, Hippodrome and Grand Bazaar 
are planned to be visit. Places to be visited may change according to our 
arrival time to Sultanahmet Square. Please see http://oldcityistanbul.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

For the dinner, we have tentatively booked Galata Tower 
Restaurant. You can see interesting shows and wonderful 
night view there, and it costs about 42 Euros per person. 
The dinner starts at 8.00 pm. You can see the details of 
the menu and the show from this link.  

http://www.galatatower.net/eng/index.php 

(Dinner should be paid by each participant) 
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Going to the ITU Campus 
 

On Monday 6 July, 2009 we will meet at the lobby of the Movenpick Hotel at 9:00 am. We will arrange with the 
concierge the easier transportation to the ITU Campus; preferably we will share taxis to reach the venue.  
 
 
Subway information 
 
The underground station at ITU Campus is 
newly opened to service so the schedule of 
trains is limited. Therefore, we may not 
use the subway this time. 
 
For your information, the first train from 
the “4. Levent” station (in front of the 
hotel) to ITU Campus departs at 9.30 am 
and the last train from ITU Campus station 
to 4. Levent station departs at 5.00 pm. 
There are also trains every 11 minutes 
between these two stations. 
 

 
 

 
 
 



 

 
 

 



ITU Campus 
 

 
 
 

The workshop will be held at the Civil Engineering Faculty Building. The workshop venue is marked with "A" 
and a small white arrow in the map. You will be using the road coming from “Zincirlikuyu” direction while you 
will be arriving from Movenpick Istanbul Hotel and city centers as Taksim, Besiktas etc. 

 
 

 



Boat Tour – Tuesday, 7th July 2009  
 

In the evening of Tuesday, 7 July, after the closed IPRED meeting, see 
the program, Istanbul Metropolitan Municipality kindly invites the 
participants to the Bosporus boat tour. There will be a cocktail on the 
boat; later on dinner will be served.  Participants will be picked from ITU 
Campus by bus and taken to Istinye to go on board. The boat will cruise 
around European and Asian coasts to give you a pleasant and 
unforgettable Bosphorus Experience. The boat tour will end at 12.00 am 
and the participants will be taken to Movenpick Hotel by bus. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 
  IInternational PPlatform for RReducing 

                                                  EEarthquake DDisasters (IIPPRREEDD) 

                        UNESCO-IPRED Workshop 
                    6-7 July 2009 

                             Provisional Programme  
 

   MAKE THE PEOPLE A PART OF THE SOLUTION 
 

 

Monday, July 6th 2009 
 9.00-10.00 Registration 

10.00-10.15 Gaye ONURSAL DENLİ (ITU-Dean of the Civil Engineering Faculty) - Melike ALTAN (ITU – Head of the Civil 
Engineering Department)   

10.15-10.45 
Faruk KARADOĞAN (ITU)   
Opening Speech : “Make the People a Part of the Solution ” 

10.45-11.00 Takashi IMAMURA (UNESCO) Opening Speech : “UNESCO’s Role in Earthquake Disaster Reduction”  

11.00-11.10 Mete TAPAN (ITU)  “Historical Buildings-Renovation Works-Earthquake Risk” 

11.10-11.25 İbrahim BAZ (Metropolitan City of İstanbul)    

11.25-11.40 Kadir TOPBAŞ  (Mayor of Metropolitan City of İstanbul) 

11.40-11.55 Muammer GÜLER  (Governor of İstanbul) 

11.55-12.10 Representative of government   (to be approved) 
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12.10-12.30 Visit to Structural and Earthquake Engineering Laboratory (STEEL)  
 12.30-13.30 Lunch  

13.30-13.45 Nihan ERDOĞAN (UN/OCHA)   “Humanitarian Response and Coordination in Earthquake Disasters” (tentative)   

13.45-14.00 Haluk EYİDOĞAN (ITU) “Seismicity and Seismic Hazard in the Vicinity of Istanbul” 

14.00-14.15 Nozomu YAMASHITA (JICA /Turkey)   “JICA’s Contributions in Earthquake Disaster Reduction (tentative)” 

14.15-14.30 Cemal GÖKÇE (IMO) “Production of Reliable Buildings and Importance of Engineering Services”- "Güvenli Yapı Üretimi 
ve Mühendislik Hizmetlerinin Önemi"  

14.30-14.45 Gökhan Kazım ELGİN (ISMEP-Project) “İstanbul Seismic Risk Mitigation and Emergency Preparedness Project”  

14.45-15.15 Alessandro MARTELLI (ENEA, Italy)  “Lessons Learned from Recent Earthquakes in Italy: From The San Giuliano di 
Puglia Trajedy in 2002 to the Collapses in Abruzzo in 2009” 
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15.15-15.30 Discussion 
 15.30-15.50 Coffee break 



15.50-16.20 Zekai CELEP (ITU) “Experiences on Seismic Assessment and Retrofitting of Buildings since 1992” 

16.20-16.35 Alper İLKİ (ITU) , Korel ERAYBAR, Yılma KARATUNA, Kenji OKAZAKİ (GRIPS-Tokyo) “Seismic Risk Perception in 
İstanbul” 

16.35-16.50 Kenji OKAZAKI (GRIPS-Tokyo)  “Seismic Risk Perception Consuming Housing Safety” 

16.50-17.05 Miktat KADIOĞLU (ITU)  , Derin URAL, Hikmet İSKENDER, Center of Excellence for Disaster Management, “Reducing 
Risk of Earthquake Disaster by Education” 

17.05-17.20 Hidehiko SAZANAMI  (UNCRD-Tokyo)  “Study on Sustainable Development Strategy for Hanshin Region in Japan” 

17.20-17.35 İsmet GÜNGÖR (Turkish Catastrophe Insurance Pool (TCIP)) “Doğal Afet Yönetiminde DASK”   

17.35-17.50 Yılmaz GÜRLEK, Zeki HASGÜR (ITU)  “Earthquake Insurance in Turkey and The World” 
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17.50-18.10 Discussion 

 18.10-20.00 COCKTAIL  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, July 7th 2009 

9.00-9.20 Ernesto F. CRUZ (Universidad Catolica de Chile, Chile)  “Chile’s Efforts to Prevent the Collapse of Existing 
Buildings by Earthquakes (tentative)” 

9.20-9.40 Salah M. MAHMOUD (NRIAG, Egypt)  “Egypt’s Efforts to Prevent the Collapse of Existing Buildings by 
Earthquakes (tentative)” 

9.40-10.00 Ercan Yüksel (ITU)  “Recent Experimental Works in ITU” 

10.00-10.20 Anita FIRMANTI (RIHS, Indonesia)   “Indonesia’s Efforts to Prevent the Collapse of Existing Buildings by 
Earthquakes (tentative)” 
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 10.20-10.40 Nobuo HURUKAWA (IISEE, Japan)   “IISEE’s Efforts to Train Experts in Evaluating and Retrofitting Existing 
Buildings, Including  the Newly Established China Project  (tentative)” 

 10.40-11.00 Coffee break 
11.00-11.20 Erkan ÖZER (ITU) “Development of Turkish Seismic Design Codes and the 2007 Code”  

11.20-11.40 Yasuo KATSUMI (MLIT, Japan) “MLIT’s Efforts to Prevent the Collapse of Existing Buildings by Earthquakes 
(tentative)” 

11.40-12.00 Shin KOYAMA (BRI, Japan) “BRI’s Efforts to Prevent the Collapse of Existing Buildings by Earthquakes” 
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12.00-12.20 Rafael ALALUF, Ahmet Emre TOPRAK (EQRM International, Inc)  'Basic Features of Seismic Strengthening 
Procedure Developed for Existing School Buildings in Istanbul, Turkey” 

 12.20-13.30 Lunch  



13.30-13.50 Feridun ÇILI (ITU) “Repair and Strengthening of Historical Buildings” 

13.50-14.10 İhsan Engin BAL (EUCENTRE, Pavia, Italy)   'Displacement Based Loss Assessment for an Expected Scenario 
Earthquake in Istanbul’  

14.10-14.30 Carlos ZAVALA (CISMID, Peru)   “Peru’s Efforts to Prevent The Collapse of Existing Buildings by Earthquakes 
(tentative)” 

14.30-14.50 Yılmaz Akkaya, Mehmet Ali TAŞDEMİR  (ITU)  “Turkish Experience in Concrete Construction Industry and 
Infrastructure” 
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14.50-15.10 Yuji ISHIYAMA (Hokkaido University)  “IAEE Guidelines for Earthquake Resistant Non-Engineered 
Construction (tentative)” 

 15.10-15.30 Coffee break 
15.30-15.50 Zeki HASGÜR, Beyza TAŞKIN (ITU) “Code Compatible Artificial Earthquake”   

15.50-16.10 Mihai IANCOVICI (CNRRS, Romania)  “Current Status Toward Seismic Risk Reduction in Romania”  

16.10-16.30 Tanatkan ABAKANOV (Institute of Seismology, Kazakhstan)   “Kazakhstan’s Efforts to Prevent the Collapse of 
Existing Buildings by Earthquakes (tentative)” 
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16.30-16.50 Carlos GUTIERREZ (CENAPRED) “Contributions to the Evaluation and Mitigation of Seismic Risk in Mexico” 
 16.50-17.00 CLOSING CEREMONY   
 17.00-18.30 IPRED2 meeting (by IPRED members) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Leaving from Istanbul 
 

 



 

Wishing you a safe journey! 
 
 
For any query please contact:  
 
 
Gülseren Erol 
Istanbul Technical University 
Faculty of Architecture, Theory of Structures Division 
Taskisla, Taksim, 34437, Istanbul, Turkey 
Tel: +90 212 293 13 00 - 2282  
Cell phone : +90 532 693 59 71 
Fax: +90 212 285 61 06  
guluse@yahoo.com 
gulseren.erol@itu.edu.tr 
 

 
Jair Torres 
Section for Disaster Reduction 
UNESCO 
1, rue Miollis 
75732 Paris cedex 15 — France 
Tel. +33 (0)1 45 68 4122 
Fax +33 (0)1 45 68 5821 
Mobile +33 (0)6 03 31 79 26 
j.torres@unesco.org 
 

 


