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WHAT IS k
BIODIVERSITY? A

Biodiversity or biological diversity is the variety of life on Earth.
It comprises all living things including their unique genetic make-up
and ranges from microscopic viruses to the largest animals on the
planet such as the blue whale, small algae and big plants such as the
giant sequoia, and the expansive landscapes comprised of a variety
of ecosystems. Humans are also an integral part of biodiversity.

Biodiversity as a concept is both simple and challenging. We are

familiar with the wide range of animals and plants that share our

planet but are less familiar with the vital role biodiversity plays in
maintaining our mutual life support system, and in both the physical e
and mental aspects of our well-being.

This exhibition will help uncover the extent of our links with

the natural world and why conserving the Earth’s biodiversity is
fundamental to a healthy future for humanity. It will also introduce
what we could do to reduce biodiversity loss for future generations.
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This exhibition will show you that Biodiversity is the
living part of nature. Biodiversity is our life.

) In Winter, humpback
whales swim off the
East Australian coasts

to breed and give birth.

) The Earth is a living
planet where all living
things, the atmosphere,
hydrosphere and
lithosphere interact.

UNEP

) Compacted in
chromosomes, all the
genetic information of an
individual is contained in
DNA, whose variability
may cause functional
anomalies.
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Convention on

) This cyanobacteria

is the smallest
photosynthetic organism
(0.5 micrometer) but
also the most abundant
on Earth.

Biological Diversity ge-f

) The “forgotten coast”
in the South-East of New
Caledonia is of great
interest for the richness
of its specific but fragile
biodiversity.
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