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WHERE IS
BIODIVERSITY ?

) Biodiversity can be found everywhere on Earth, from extreme
environments such as the North and South Poles, to deep rocks
beneath the Earth’s surface, to the deepest oceans and the highest
clouds. Whether found in the wilderness or protected natural areas or
even

in areas altered by humans such as farms, forest plantations and cities,
biodiversity surrounds us all.

Distinctive patterns of biodiversity exist around the world, made

up of recognized bio-geographic realms with a shared evolutionary and
climatic history. There are an estimated 10 to 100 million species on
Earth, but scientists have only identified around 1.9 million species.
Only some groups of species, among them mammals, birds, amphibians
and conifers are well documented and benefit from conservation
status. We lack knowledge about many others, including deep-sea
species,

fungi or microorganisms.

Some geographical regions are centres of both high species diversity
and endemism. These 34 “hotspots” represent only 2.3% of the Earth’s
surface yet concentrate 50% of the world’s plants and 42 % of all
terrestrial vertebrates. They are frequently concentrated in isolated
or topographically variable regions (islands, mountains, peninsulas)
and are particularly vulnerable.
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Under sea ice, off Terre Map of the hotspots
Adélie (Antarctica), algae (in orange) created by
samples are collected to  Fundacion Biodiversidad
identify the living forms - Spanish government -

Corals living at the water
surface (New Caledonia).

Richness of Nosy Be sea
bed (Madagascar).

Crepis sancta settles
in the most unexpected
places. Thanks to its
two kinds of seeds, the
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feeding on this peculiar from Conservation
meadow. International 2005 data.

species evolves and
adapts to urbanisation
(France).

BRI FHRRAISE SRR /

sidad—XRA ZBFF—(C
Ko TR ENTZRY b
Ry~ (AL>E)

MRAECEEL TEDH
TH#EIELEL.
ERFRRFFR ) AL -

IPEV/ PER-TLI> D, PEd =y

CI/Fundacion biodiversidad

© CNRS Photothéque | BEILHE Fabien

© CI/ Fundacidn Biodiversidad

e A

e

"‘“ﬂ\
s Convention on @ [T %

ef Biological Diversity e oo J A
g UNEP s 2 I




