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UNDERSTANDING ITS
IMPORTANCE

) The diversity of ecosystems delivers a number of ecosystem
services. For example, marine ecosystems regulate the Earth’s
temperature, and provide food and recreation for human populations.
A tropical forest provides building material and food for local
communities and helps reduce global warming by absorbing carbon
dioxide from the atmosphere.
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Greater species diversity in ecosystems results in ecosystems that are
more adaptable and resilient to changing environmental conditions.
Each species fulfils a specific role in the web of life, relying on other
species for its survival. The web of life loses its balance when a species
disappears, eventually affecting the ecosystem services we enjoy.

A greater number of individuals in a population of a particular species
increases the genetic pool in the population for better adaptation in a
changing world.

Genetic diversity is the basic resource that enables species to respond
to environmental change and pathogens, both in wild and
domesticated species.
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