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PROVISIONING
SERVICES

) Ecosystems provide us with the basic elements for life including food,
fresh water, wood, fibre, genetic resources, medicines, and ornamental
and cultural products. These services are provided by biodiversity, which
forms the basis of the provisioning services of ecosystems. They are
essential for sustaining and securing livelihoods, and they ensure the
health of communities, their security and well-being.

Humans have directly used, and domesticated, many species of wild
plants and animals for food, fibre and shelter. Biodiversity is the basis
for a large part of local and international economies. About 2.6 billion
people rely directly on agricultural systems, be it farming, livestock
production, forestry or fishery.

Medicines, including traditional medicines and the pharmaceutical
industry greatly rely on plant biodiversity, which is a valuable source
of genetic resources.

As the human population grows, together with an ever-increasing
demand for food and other resources, pressure on ecosystems
has severely affected the quality of these services, a situation
which has worsened over the past 50 years.
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Sharing a biodiversity-rich
meal at the World Heritage
Kuk Early agricultural site
(Papua New Guinea).

Inventory of corals and
their pharmaceutical
value in Souzy Bay: here
crinoids and Capillaster
multiradiata
(Madagascar).

Poplars and crops
complement each other
for more productive
agroforestry plots:
here biodiversity is
richer, especially in the
uncultivated soil around
the trees (France).

Young messenger with
his wheelbarrow in the
Calle América market,
Cochabamba (Bolivia).

Tuna fishing using rods
and live bait off Cape
Verde (Senegal).
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