) REERO I DBEEZIFARBICRIBRVELZLDT o,
IHY HEYIDKDERE. ZU CRURRE VO fE, EBRD
DY — EXNETHRFE LU CVSAREN T I)L T,
CNHMER E DA GRDEREMAZ/EDHLTVBDTY.,

Bz (. BYMEEIHBEERICEEINTSD. HEFKE
56, \OFUFOEENEMS HENRL. BROIEC |
ERERREMEF OMBIEDEZBEND, BRI - £4
FHTOCIPRRRECEEESNEDTY ., BYRIER.
FENTRILE—E U THE T IESOENE RS T S
KABRDBECTESTO_MtREZFEALES. coyO
TRIKDEBERBROBRICLEASNTED. ZTNSIE.
FEENBIES T ACSVTEEYN I ICHBATES
SRS EES5XET., .

ABIC LD TCEIEERS SNITEMSAREDRINE. EBRD

HREZ D SELL. £BRT—EXDLEFRNZS(teE. &
RANCFIEDOFE(CEHEEZSADDCTI,

SUPPORTING
SERVICES

) The supporting services of ecosystems such as nutrient cycling are
the fundamental but often invisible processes, on which all the other
ecosystem services depend, including the production of food and water,
and climate regulation. They create the basic conditions for life

on Earth.

For example, food production depends on soil formation, which itself
greatly depends on climatic conditions as well as chemical and biological
processes carried out by bacteria and fungi, which decompose waste
and make nutrients available to food crops.

Food crops use CO, in the air during photosynthesis to produce

the sugars and biomass that we consume for energy. These processes
depend on nutrient and water cycling, which in turn influences the
amounts available to plants and animals in a finely-tuned cyclic system.
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Human-induced reduction in biodiversity therefore disrupts the way
ecosystem processes function causing the supporting ecosystem
services to degrade, which ultimately affects our well-being.
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