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ALARMING RATE OF
BIODIVERSITY LOSS

) We are losing species at an alarming rate. The International r =

Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) notes that 1 species of bird out . § ] ] . .

of 8, 1 mammal out of 4, 1 conifer out of 3, 1 amphibian out of 3, o &

and 6 marine turtles out of 7, are all threatened with extinction. \ o
In addition, 75% of genetic diversity of agricultural crops has been lost H ¥ : “ -'

and 75% of the world’s fisheries are fully or over-exploited. :

With increasing population, aspirations for better living conditions and
economic development leading to environmental changes,

biodiversity is being lost through direct causes such as habitat loss and
land use changes, climate change, invasive species, over-exploitation
and pollution, and underlying causes such as poor governance and legal
and institutional frameworks with respect to its conservation. All these

causes interact with each other. S . = = o J y %
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Biodiversity is a central element to the services the Earth’s ecosystems ] # L

provide for human well-being. Scientists estimate that 60% of the . < d I pt
Earth’s ecosystems have reduced their capacity to deliver the vital " - )

ecosystem services on which we all depend, including the provision of
clean fresh water and food, the regulation of climate and the formation
of fertile soil.

Degraded ecosystems and a fall in the numbers of species erode the
natural capital and the genetic resources from which we derive all our
crops and domesticated animals, leading to lesser resilience and an
inability to adapt to future environmental changes.

Loss of biodiversity also leads to loss of cultural diversity. ' . I I
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their entirety, but it is
estimated that the threat
is similar to other groups
of species.
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