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UNDERLYING CAUSES OF
BIODIVERSITY LOSS

) Biodiversity loss is directly caused by habitat loss, climate change,
invasive species, over-exploitation and pollution, which are the
consequences of other root or underlying causes which ultimately
drive biodiversity loss. These include population and economic growth,
the social and political context, and scientific, technological, cultural
or religious factors.

The rising global population from today’s 6.8 billion people to around
9 billion by 2050 is increasing pressure on ecosystems with a projected
loss of biodiversity. While economic activity is expected to multiply by
a factor of 3 to 6 by 2050, the status of biodiversity will improve only
if future economic growth is sustainable and resource-efficient.

Democratic societies in which local communities, especially women
and vulnerable communities are involved in decision-making, and
where there is an investment in science and technology, particularly
science education, can positively influence the institutional
arrangements for ecosystem management as well as rights over
ecosystem services.

Our culture, ethics and perceptions of the world influence the way
in which we consume and the importance we attribute to biodiversity
conservation.

Scientists estimate
between 10 and 100
million the number
of species yet to be
discovered. Botanical
Garden (Orto Botanico),
Padua (ltaly).

Slum resulting from
growth and urban
segregation in the
floodplain of the Yamuna
in New Delhi (India).

The megalopolis of Los
Angeles, California (USA).

Clipperton, called Island
of Passion by the French,
was the site of a scientific
expedition in 2005 to
conduct an inventory of
the fauna and flora.

Shop with substances
used in traditional
medicine, particularly
ginseng, in Shanghai
(China).
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