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RECONCILING BIODIVERSITY CONSERVATION
AND DEVELOPMENT

) UNESCO’s Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB) launched in the
early 1970s aims through the ecological and social sciences, including
the knowledge of indigenous and local communities, to reconcile
humans and nature by promoting sustainable development and human
well-being.

The MAB programme promotes biodiversity conservation, economic and
social improvement, and respect for cultural values. Sub-programmes
and activities focus on specific ecosystems: mountains, drylands,
tropical forests, urban systems, wetlands, island and marine and coastal
ecosystems and savannas. It uses its World Network of Biosphere
Reserves as vehicles for knowledge-sharing, research and monitoring,
education and training, and participatory decision-making.

Biosphere reserves are ‘learning sites’ that innovate and demonstrate
site-specific approaches to biodiversity conservation and sustainable
development. They are under national sovereign jurisdiction yet share
their experience and ideas nationally, regionally and internationally
within UNESCO’s World Network of Biosphere Reserves. There are over
550 biosphere reserves in over 100 countries.
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