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HOW IS BIODIVERSITY LINKED TO THE WORLD’S CULTURES?
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LINKS BETWEEN CULTURAL AND £
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY '

) Since their first appearance on Earth, humans have engaged in a
creative dialogue with biological diversity. People shape and manage the
living world, contributing to the diversity of its species, ecosystems and
landscapes.

Cultures have in turn been shaped by their natural environments,

a process that has contributed to an astounding variety of practices,
ways of life and worldviews. This is particularly evident amongst
indigenous and local communities, who have elaborated and continue
to maintain complex systems of knowledge and practice as a result
of their long-standing histories of interaction with their natural
surroundings.
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