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HOW IS BIODIVERSITY LINKED TO THE WORLD’S CULTURES?
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INDIGENOUS AND LOCAL COMMUNITIES AND
THEIR BIODIVERSITY

) Indigenous and local communities play a key role in biodiversity
conservation. Their territories are among the most biologically diverse
on the planet. Traditional indigenous territories are estimated

to cover up to 24% of the world’s land surface and contain 80% of

the Earth’s remaining healthy ecosystems. Many protected areas are
located on indigenous lands.

This remarkable spatial convergence is due in part to indigenous
peoples actively managing the biodiversity of their lands, and
protecting them from outside exploitation. This presents an enormous
opportunity and a considerable challenge to conservation managers.
They must learn to work with indigenous peoples as full partners and to
understand and respect indigenous ways and worldviews.
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