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INDIGENOUS MANAGEMENT
OF BIODIVERSITY

) Indigenous and local communities have developed a vast array
of social arrangements for biodiversity management. Indeed,
virtually all modern management techniques have equivalents
in traditional practice.

Sustainable harvests are ensured through social controls on the types
of resources that can be taken in specific seasons or places. In some
cases, indigenous management extends across entire landscapes.
Examples include Australian Aboriginal use of fire to create and
maintain vast habitat mosaics rich in biodiversity.

Aboriginal firestick management has become part of national

park policy in Australia. Forest biodiversity in Sumatra, Indonesia,

is also managed by local communities, creating “agroforests” where
a selection of species is carefully maintained or cultivated.

Slash and burn
agriculture was once
highly criticized. Today,
it is recognized that
many systems of shifting
agriculture contribute to
the maintenance of high
biological diversity. Here
in the Bosawas Biosphere
Reserve, Nicaragua.

Training session on the
Management Plan for
the Pendjari Biosphere
Reserve (Benin).

The use of fire to shape savannah landscapes and
heighten their biodiversity is an age-old practice
mastered by numerous traditional cultures. While
scientific recognition has been slow in coming, today
indigenous firestick management has in some cases
become part of State conservation policy.

Northern Territory, Kakadu Park
Kruger Park (South Africa)

Forests of Luberon (France)

Flowers after the fire (Burkina Faso).

A fisherman in Vao
(New Caledonia) teaches
his grandson the art of
making a net using the
measure “kwa”. The
wood tool gives the

desired size of the mesh.
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