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) Indigenous and local communities have in-depth knowledge

and know-how about the living world. Their intimate understanding
of genetic biodiversity has allowed them to create and maintain

an astounding array of plant varieties, animal races and

bacterial cultures.

Examples include the taro and yam clones that abound in Pacific

horticultural gardens, the thousands of cheese types sustained around
the world through the discerning application of bacteria, the hundreds :
of rice varieties cultivated throughout Asia. The peoples of the South '._,-5 vilez
American Andes are guardians of thousands of varieties of potatoes,
ocas, mashuas, ollucos and quinoa.

This biodiversity serves both practical and symbolic ends. A higher
diversity of crops ensures resilience and flexibility in the face

of climate change, while some varieties are cultivated exclusively
for use in festivities or rituals.
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