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BIODIVERSITY AND
LANGUAGES

) Nearly half of the 7000 languages spoken in the world today are

in danger of disappearing during this century. Languages are vehicles
for knowledge transmission, but they also demonstrate the way the
speaker views and understands the world. Useful and meaningful o
knowledge of biodiversity may be carried in complex terminology o licy
that will be lost when a language dies. 4
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By monitoring the vitality and diversity of indigenous languages,

we may be able to identify trends in traditional knowledge relevant to
biodiversity conservation. There is a visible overlap between the global
mapping of the world’s areas of biological “megadiversity” and areas

of high cultural and linguistic diversity. For example, in 9 countries,
which together account for 60% of human languages, 6 of these are
centres of cultural diversity and contain exceptional numbers of unique
plant and animal species.

Since 2002, the status and trends in the numbers of speakers of
indigenous languages and linguistic diversity has been designated as
a 2010 Biodiversity Target Indicator in the framework of the
Convention on Biological Diversity.
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in Arabic is provided by a
local scholar at a school
in a camp in the region
(Niger).

products (Bolivia).

recognizes its power to
change color to protect
itself. Benefiting from
their protection, the
Bassari people take care
not to kill them.
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