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THE CONVENTION ON
BIOLOGICAL DIVERSITY

) At the 1992 Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro, world leaders agreed on

a comprehensive strategy and the legal instruments needed to achieve

“sustainable development”. One of the key instruments established

at Rio was the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) which has three
main objectives:

- the conservation of biological diversity;

- the sustainable use of its components;

- the fair and equitable sharing of the benefits from the use

of genetic resources.

Today, the CBD has near universal acceptance around the world.

Over 190 countries and one regional economic organization have
ratified the Convention, but it is not uniformly implemented. The goal
is to integrate the three main objectives into decision-making, not only
in environment ministries, but also across all sectors of national
government and relevant stakeholders.

In 2000, the CBD adopted a supplementary agreement known as the
Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety which seeks to protect biological
diversity from the risks posed by living modified organisms. It does
this by creating the conditions to ensure that countries are provided
with adequate information to make informed decisions about the
transboundary movement of living modified organisms.
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Archipelago Sea Biosphere
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