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BIODIVERSITY
SUSTAINABLE USE

The United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization estimates that
at least 40 % of our global economy is based on the use of biological
resources. Sustainable use is a valuable tool to promote conservation
of biodiversity, since in many instances it provides incentives for
conservation and restoration because of the social, cultural and
economic benefits that people derive from it.

For example, Georgia has over 350 local species of grain crops, more
than 100 species of fruit-trees, nuts and wild berries, and 500 local
varieties of grapes. During the past century, introduction of modern
agriculture practice replaced diversified agricultural production.

As a result, the cultivation of many valuable local plant varieties has
been abandoned, with the loss of important native cultivars. With the
support of the GEF, farmers in Georgia have resumed the use of local
plant varieties, and in the process increased their income. Local farmer
cooperatives have been formed to distribute seeds of local varieties
which are more pest resistant and nutritious, adding to their market
and consumer appeal. Diversified crop production will also ensure
that crops are better adapted to climate change.
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