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1% Prepar atory mission on the establishment of a National Bioethics Committeein
Mauritius, Mauritius, 5-11 Auqust 2007

Objective

This mission was undertaken at the request of Mr&.Indira Thacoor-Sidaya, Ambassador
of the Republic of Mauritius at UNESCO. She recomdeal to undertake an exploratory
mission to find out which activities to strengthtbe ethical infrastructure, particularly the
establishment of a National Bioethics Committee, loa scheduled in order to include
Mauritius in the Assisting Bioethics Committeesjpoo.

Meetings
The nature of the mission was fact-finding. Firfsaly a good overview of existing activities

in the area of bioethics was imperative in ordademtify the various stakeholders and
interested experts. Secondly, on the basis of suetview, a better insight can be obtained of
the possibilities and opportunities for establighénNational Bioethics Committee. The
Ambassador, in cooperation with the Mauritius NadiloCommission for UNESCO, has
arranged meetings with interested ministries agdmisations, culminating in a workshop
organised by the University of Mauritius.

- Meeting with the Minister of Education & Human Raswes, Mr Dharam Gokhool.
The Minister expressed his interest in the missiot the need for activities in the
area of ethics of science and technology in thetgu

- Meeting with representatives from different miris$rand institutions at the
University of Mauritius to have a first brainstoahout the opportunities in the field
of ethics of science and technology, and partibutiie possibilities of establishing a
National Bioethics Committee. The meeting has lmmmdinated by Dr. Prity Pugo-
Gunsam, Senior Lecturer in the Faculty of ScieBapartment of Health Sciences.
The chair of the meeting was Professor Shyam Bhagvizeepartment of Health
Sciences. The meeting was opened by Professor Aahegarib-Fakim, Professor of
Organic Chemistry and Pro-Vice-Chancellor of thevdrsity of Mauritius (and



laureate of the 2007 L'Oreal UNESCO award for WonmeScience). The following
persons and organizations have been representiee meeting:

o D. Puchooa, Davulty of Agriculture, University ofduritius

o D. Meenowa, Principal Veterinary Officer, Divisiof Veterinary Services,
Minstry of Agro-Industry and Fisheries
Dr. Nitin Gopaul, Research Coordinator, MauritiussBarch Council
Dr. D, Marie, Project Officer, Mauritius Oceanoghgdnstitute
Dr. V.S.Fareed, Ministry of Environment & NDU
K. Gunesh-Bajaghee, Principal State Counsel, Attyp@eneral’s Office
Gerard Requin, Director, Pharmacy Services, MipisfrHealth
H.K.Buktowar, Pharmacist, Training and Drug Infotian, Ministry of Health
S.Moolo, Ag.D.Director
K.A.Kasenally, Advisor National Environmental Labtwory, Ministry of
Environment

o Lan Cheong Wah, Department of Medicine, Universitiauritius

o Jullien Worrin, Office of the United Nations, Resid Coordinator in

Mauritius

0 Assoc.Professor S. Bhagwant, Health Science Depattm

o0 Dr. P. Pugo-Gunsam, Health Science Department

o Dr. A. Mohit, Ministry of Health
Representatives of the Ministry of Health explaitieat guidelines exist for the
general conduct of research, for the use of animaissearch and for biomedical
research involving human subjects, but that a legatework is absent. Bioethics
teaching in the university has been introducedids2with an undergraduate
programme in the Department of Medicine. The Miyistf Health has a National
Research Committee addressing issues of sciewdlfidity and ethical dimensions of
research. It was articulated that there is a neethbre training in the ethics of
research, and that there is a need for policy-advi¢he area of ethics of science and
technology.
In a meeting with Professor Bhagwant | discussedRperiences and activities in the
domain of ethics teaching. He provided me with mal® of his teaching program in
bioethics and asked for feedback. We will forwaim the standardised forms to input
his information into the Global Ethics Observatory.
Meeting with the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Inteational Trade & Cooperation, Mr.
Madan Dulloo. He expressed his interest in thebdistanent of a National Bioethics
Committee. He will approach the Office of the PriMeister about this issue. At the
invitation of Mrs Thacoor-Sitaya he furthermoreesn to open the workshop later in
the week. As a follow up with this meeting, we @egal materials for a briefing of the
PM about these matters, as well as input into th& dpeech of the Minister for
opening the workshop.
Meeting with Mr. Claudio Caldarone, UN Resident @boator and UNDP Resident
Representative in Mauritius & Seychelles. He expdisome of the activities of
UNDP in the region and stated that the establishwiea National Bioethics
Committee will be interested. His Office wishedb®informed. It is also
recommendable to contact the WHO representativthat@ctivities will be perfectly
coordinated in the context of One UN.
Meeting with the Minister of Tourism and Externar@munication, mr Xavier Duval.
In the company of two Egyptian experts of the Ritliexa Alexandrina and the
Chairman of the Mauritius Museums Council it waplained that the Ministry is
planned to set up a museum on the history of thadsand its biodiversity. There is
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also scientific cooperation with experts from natdmistory museums in Leiden and
London regarding the reconstruction of the dodib &rad the possible cloning of
dodos.

- Meeting with the Minister of Justice and Human RegiMr. Rama Valayden,
Attorney-General. He was also informed of the psgbdor establishing a National
Bioethics Committee and expressed his support. 8achmittee will be helpful in
the development of relevant information, also aegional scale. The country is
facing problems in regard to the export of apesiedical experimentation, the
unauthorized transfer of biological materials (amothers from the coral rifs),
medical and animal research in the country, dog&tient interaction, and the
distribution of milk powder for feeding babies.

- Meeting at the Ministry of Environment and Natiosvelopment Unit, Mr Grish
Gunesh, Permanent Secretary. | could explain ttieitas in the area of
environmental ethics. At the moment, there arersévesues where UNESCO could
assist. They welcomed the establishment of a NaltiBroethics Committee since it
can also address environmental issues (when twagiples in the Universal
Declaration on Bioethics and Human Rights are fedusn such issues).

- Meeting with the Minister of Agro-Industries andkeries, Mr. Arvin Boolell. He
endorsed the establishment of a National Bioet@m®mittee and recommended to
involve the Mauritius Research Council.

Workshop
The workshop was focussed on the establishmeniaitianal Bioethics Committee in

Mauritius. The first address was made by Profekwtur Fagoonee, Vice-Chancellor of the
University of Mauritius. He explained what bioethis and underlined the need for a
National Bioethics Committee to better addressctidlenges of contemporary science and
technology. H.E. Hon. Mr. Dulloo, Minister of Fogei Affairs, International Trade &
Cooperation made the subsequent speech. He explhi@eontext of the ethics programme
of UNESCO, the adoption of the Universal Declamatim Bioethics and Human Rights, and
the need for its implementation. He also set oatt iththe context of the Assisting Bioethics
Committees project UNESCO will assist Member Statesetting up a National Bioethics
Committee. Such Committee will have different rolezommendations concerning
legislation, for example in regard to research Wwitiman beings, research with animals, organ
donation and transplantation; promotion of pubkbate; ethics education. He also
announced that a National Bioethics Committee vgllestablished in Mauritius. As soon as
the Committee has been established, UNESCO willensalklemorandum of Understanding
outlining the modalities of cooperation and techhassistance for the next three years.
Setting up a National Bioethics Committee in Maustcan also have a regional outreach, for
example through promoting the establishment of gidgtal Centre for Bioethics and through
the application for establishing a UNESCO ChaiBioethics. He finally announced that the
UNESCO Website of the Encyclopedia of Life Sup@ystems (EOLSS) will be launched
with free access in the country. After the two dpgraddresses, UNESCO had the occasion
to illustrate the various activities of UNESCO Iretarea of ethics of science and technology,
particularly those in capacity-building. Indicatowere given about what assistance
UNESCO could provide in this area.

The workshop which was attended by approximatelp&@ons representing many ministries
and organizations was continued after the break avimall group of persons interested in a
National Bioethics Committee. Several aspects ofi sucommittee as well as the subsequent
steps towards its establishment were discusseetail dt was agreed that Professor
Bhagwant, University of Mauritius, will coordinatiee activities.



The last day of the mission, the workshop was tteploon national television; the
announcements of the Minister of Foreign Affairgevbroadcasted so that wide scale
publicity has been given to the intention to essibh National Bioethics Committee.

Evaluation

This mission had a different character as othavities in the ABC project. On the one hand,
it aimed to find out whether there are activitieshie country in the area of ethics of science
and technology, in particular bioethics. Maurithes a National Research Committee at the
Ministry of Health that is reviewing research piits, also regarding ethical aspects. The
Committee has developed guidelines but legisldatdacking. In the University of Mauritius
there is ethics teaching for undergraduate stud@mtshe other hand, the mission made clear
that there is a great interest in establishing #ioNal Bioethics Committee. Relevant
ministers were all interested and supportive, mwaction with the Mauritius Research
Council and the University of Mauritius. The Unisgy of Mauritius will take the lead in
further developing the steps necessary to create acommittee.

The follow-up of this mission will be practical butll depend on the steps taken in
Mauritius. We will liaise with professor Bhagwamtdaprovide him with relevant materials,
so that Statutes and Terms of Reference for therstiee can be drafted. As soon as these
are approved and as soon as the Committee hamlfficeen established and its members
appointed, UNESCO will proceed in making a Memoranaf Understanding, specifying
the needs of the Committee and the technical assistgiven by UNESCO in the context of
the ABC project. Preliminary planning will focus ¢h) developing a training course in
working methods (following Guide 2 in the serieggafdes for national bioethics committees)
perhaps early next year, (2) developing a traicimgyse in the field of ethics, based on the
proposal for a core curriculum in the area of bieet. We will also develop networking
activities, for example with the upcoming Globah8uit of National Bioethics Committees
in 2008 in Paris, and a joint meeting with an eigrezed National Bioethics Committee in
one of the Member States. At the moment the Coramittill be inaugurated, this can create
an opportunity to officially sign the Memorandumidfiderstanding during a public event on
bioethics (as a rotating conference with expedsifthe International Bioethics Committee
and the World Commission for the Ethics of Scient€nowledge and Technology).



