























































































































IN BRIEF u u »

HEEN

The Andalusian past

The largest Islamic necropolis
ever found in Europe has been
discovered at Granada, Spain,
by archaeologists working on
the site of an underground
carpark and on disused land
next to the 16th-century Royal
Hospital. Vestiges of some
2,000 burials, several hundred
tombs, two funerary
monuments, and a number of
ritual objects and pottery will
throw new light on Andalusian
history and on aspects of daily
life in Moorish Spain between
the 8th and the 12th
centuries.
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Exploring the Universe
together...

The American National
Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA), the
European Space Agency, the
Soviet Space Research
Institute, and the Japanese
Institute of Science and
Astronautics are
co-ordinating a programme
of solar and terrestrial
studies which includes the
launching of several space
probes after 1992.

“We share the same planet,
the same solar system and
the same Universe: let's
explore them together,”" says
David Southwood, a British
member of the European
Space Agency's scientific
committee.

HENE

Inspiration for Guernica
Recent studies suggest that
Picasso’s celebrated

painting Guernica may have
been inspired by a
15th-century fresco entitled
The Triumph of Death, which
depicts the figure of death on
horseback mowing down the
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rich and powerful. The fresco,
at Palermo in Sicily, has
recently been restored. The
artist who painted it has not
yet been identified.
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Fibre optics span the globe
In 1995, a trans-Siberian fibre
optics link will come into
service between Western
Europe and the Far East,
completing a worldwide
communications network.
Fibre-optics technology can
instantaneously transmit the
human voice, numerical
data and images. A link
between the United States
and Europe has been open
since 1988, and the United
States and Japan were
connected by a trans-Pacific
cable in 1989.
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Spanish emigration

to the Americas

Twenty Spanish scholars from
universities in Europe and the
Americas are writing a history
of Spanish emigration to the
Americas. Although the study
is primarily concerned with
migratory movements from
Spain, it also covers other
European countries. It
analyses the consequences of
the transfer of manpower,
both for the receiving
countries and for the
countries of origin.

The 20 volumes of this
monumental work are
scheduled for publication in
1992, in time for the 500th
anniversary of the encounter
between the Old and New
Worlds.
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Energy at sea

A number of windmills are to
be installed on platforms at
sea, 2 to 3 km from the
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Danish island of Lolland. They
are expected to supply 60%
to 70% more energy than
windmills on land. Denmark
hopes that 10% of its
electricity will be supplied by
wind-power by the end of the
century.
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A first for giant telescope
Astronomers building the
world’'s largest telescope, the
Keck telescope in Hawaii, have
taken the first photographs of
a spiral galaxy which
resembles the Milky Way, 65
million light-years from the
Earth. The telescope has a
10-m-diameter mirror
consisting of 36 hexagonal
sections, not a single piece of
glass. The position of the
sections can be adjusted by
computer to correct
distortions of the image.
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Antwerp,

city of culture

The Cultural Capital

of Europe 1993 will be
Antwerp, Belgium. The city,
one of the most prosperous
river ports in Europe in the
16th century, was a major
centre of Flemish painting.
Although plans to transform
Antwerp have been mooted
since the Second World
War, work has only recently
begun on the rehabilitation
of the old quays to create a
residential area and a vast
cultural centre.
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Sculpture by computer

A British company has
developed a computer-
controlled system which can
produce sculptures.

It consists of a laser camera
which records the thousands
of co-ordinates of a
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3-dimensional object, animate
or inanimate, in a few
seconds, and a milling
machine which reproduces
the model according to this
data. Possible applications
include restoration

work and the production of
replicas of archaeological
finds. The technique may also
prove useful in plastic surgery
and orthopaedics.
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Common past,

common future

An international symposium on
Arab-Spanish culture in
history, held recently in
Damascus (Syrian Arab
Republic), was attended by
eminent specialists from the
Arab countries and from
European countries, including
France, Germany, Portugal,
the Soviet Union and Spain.
On the agenda was the way to
a better understanding
between Arab countries and
the West through the study of
the special relationship
between the Arab world and
Spain.
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New MAB biosphere
reserves

The creation of eight new
biosphere reserves was
approved by UNESCQO’s Man
and the Biosphere (MAB)
International Co-ordinating
Council in November 1990:
the coastal zone of

El-Kala (Algeria); the
Berchtesgaden Alps, the
Waddensea of Schleswig-
Holstein, and the moors of
Schorfheide-Chorin (Germany);
the mountain forests of
Shennongjia (China); Mont
Ventoux (France); the Maya
national parks (Guatemala);
and the Great Gobi desert
(Mongolia).
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