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SOME KEY DATES

868: The first known book is produced in China.
1454: Gutenberg prints the Bible in Mainz.

1631: The first French newspaper, Théophraste Renaudot’s La Gazette,

appears.

1790: Claude Chappe’s semaphore visual telegraph.

1826: Nicéphore Niépce’s first photographs.

1837: Samuel Morse invents the electric telegraph.
1845: A rotary press patented.

1876: Alexander Graham Bell patents his telephone.

1878: Thomas Edison makes the first device for recording sound.

1895: Louis and Auguste Lumiére screen the first motion picture in Paris.

1896: Marconi sends radio signals over three kilometres.

. NUMBER OF RADIO RECEIVERS

Continents Total (millions) Per 1,000 inhabitants

1970 1975 1980 1985 1992 1970 1975 1980 1985 1992
World total 771 1,034 1,307 1,671 2,046 209 254 294 344 376
Africa 19 29 49 84 116 51 69 103 152 170
America 350 476 566 649 734 687 851 926 978 991
Asia 78 144 254 412 589 37 61 98 145 184
Europe (including
former U.S.S.R.) 314 368 418 502 580 446 506 558 653 736
Oceania 10 17 20 24 27 526 816 865 964 990

Source: Statistical Yearbook 1994, UNESCO, 1994,

NUMBER OF TELEVISION RECEIVERS
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Continents Total (millions) Per 1,000 inhabitants

1970 1975 1980 1985 1992 1970 1975 1980 1985 1992
World total 298 407 558 689 873 81 100 125 142 160
Africa 16 27 82 15 26 45 6.6 17 26
America 108 153 202 260 302 211 273 331 392 408
Asia 41 54 98 137 235 20 23 38 48 73
Europe (including
former U.S.S.R.) 144 192 243 268 300 205 264 324 349 381
Oceania 38 56 68 88 10 187 264 296 348 375

Source: Statistical Yearbook 1994, UNESCO, 1994.

_NUMBER OF BOOK TITLES PUBLISHED

Continents Total Per million inhabitants
1970 1980 1990 1991 1970 1980 1990 1991
World total 521,000 715,500 842,000 863,000 182 161 159 160
Africa 8,000 12,000 13,000 13,000 22 25 20 20
America 105,000 142,000 148,000 144,000 206 232 206 198
Asia 75,000 138,000 228,000 215,000 59 54 73 70
Europe 246,000 330,500 364,000 403,000 515 682 726 802
Oceania 7,000 12500 12,000 12,000 362 548 450 442
Former U.S.S.R. 80,000 80500 77,000 76,000 329 303 266 261

Source: Statistical Yearbook 1994, UNESCO, 1994.

1907: Edouard Belin invents the “Belino” system of telephoto
transmission.

1927: Vladimir Zworykin invents the iconoscope, a process for
analysing images electronically, a precursor of the video camera.
1928: First demonstration of television in the Bell laboratories in the
United States.

1930: The telex developed.

1932: Foundation of the International Teleccommunication Union.
1940: Appearance of the tape-recorder.

1945: The ENIAC (Electronic Numerical Integrator and Calculator)
computer is built, using valves, at the University of Pennsylvania.
1947: The transistor invented.

1959: Second-gencration computers appear, using transistors (a
thousand times faster).

1964: Third-generation computers appear with miniaturized clec-
tronic components.

1965: Launch of the first geostationary satellite (Early Bird) in the
Intelsat system.

1981: IBM markets its first personal computer.

1985: CD-ROM brought out by Philips and Sony.

SOME FIGURES

M The world telecommunication market (switching,
transmission and terminals) amounted to $82.1 billion in 1992.

M Four news agencies (Agence France-Presse, the British
Reuters agency and two American agencies, Associated Press
and United Press International) collect, process and transmit 80
per cent of the information dispatched for newspaper readers
around the world.

M Average expenditure on communication for a European
houschold in the 1980s broke down as follows:
telecommunications and postal services, 29%; the press, 23%;
TV and radio, 21%; books, 12%; photos, 7%j records, 3.5%;
computers, 2.5%; culture, 2%. (source: BIPE Conscil, Paris)

M Despite these figures, it must be remembered that one person
out of two will never make or receive a telephonc call in his or

her life.
M D.B.

Source:

Figures and dates taken from:

= Francis Balle, Introduction aux médias (PUF, Paris, 1994),

w» Armand Martelart, Mapping World Communication: War, Progress, Culture,
University of Minnesota Press, Minncapolis/London, 1994.

w# Bernard Migge, La Société conquise par la communication (PUG, Grenoble,
1989).

NUMBER AND CIRCULATION OF DAILY NEWSPAPERS

Continents Number of dailies Estimated circulation
Per 1,000 inhabitants
1975 1992 1975 1992-
World total 7,780 9,279 110 113
Africa 170 204 12 15
America 2,950 2,965 158 144
Asia 2,190 3,750 55 64
Europe (including
former U.S.S.R.) 2,350 2,247 304 364
Oceania 120 113 299

Source: Statistical Yearbook 1994, UNESCO, 1994,
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