




















PORTRAIT OF A MAN (Cont'd)

Philosopher, educator, novelist, poet & painter

in the lbrary of his elder brother Satyendranath.
Satyendranath’'s wife Gnanadanandini, who had been
staying in England with her two children, was a remark-
able woman who had been persuaded by her husband to
come out of orthodox seclusion. Rabi set out for
England in the summer of 1879 and jolned Gnanadanan-
dini at Brighton. If the plan was to provide the boy with
a proper education, it came to nought. For Rabi returned
a year later without completing his course of studies at
London University.

While In England, Rabi had become acquainted with
Western music. Some of the tunes he had learnt found
thelr way into' the enchanting opera Valmiki-Praliva.
There were other tunes, however, which had their origin
in classical Indian ragas, used for the first time in an
operatic context.

Vaimiki-Prativa was performed In the Tagore residence
with Rabindranath himself in the role of the bandit-
turned-poet. The rest of the cast too was composed of
members of the Tagore famlily, all gifted with varying
degrees of talent.

AMONG those who saw and praised this perfor-
mance was the greatest literary figure of the
time, Bankim Chandra Chatterjl. A year later, when
Rabindranath’s Sandhya-Sangeet was published, Bankim-
chandra personally congratulated the poet and acknow-
ledged his pre-eminence among the rising writers of the
day.

At the age of 22, Rabindranath married Bhabatarini
Devi; the old-fashloned name was later changed to
Mrinalinl. Two months before the wedding Rabin-
dranath had received a letter from his father in which
he was asked to prepare himself to locok after the family
estates. After a period of initial training in the Estate’s
Offlces In Calcutta, Rabindranath found himself in the
very heart of rural Bengal, in the area of the river Padma.

. With a worldly wisdom unusual in a poet but character-
istic of the Tagores Rabindranath In later life set out
in a practical way to improve the lot of the poor peasants
of his estates and his varied work in this fleld is on
record. But his own galn from this intimate contact
with the fundamental aspects of life and nature, and the
influence of this contact on his own life and work are
beyond mecasure.

Living mostly in his boat and watching the life through
the window, a whole new world of sights and sounds and
feelings opened up before him. It was a world in which
the moods of people and the moods of nature were
inextricably interwoven. The people found room in a
succession of great short storles, and nature, In an out-
pouring of exquisite songs and poems. Dominant was the
mood of the rains, exultant and terrible,

In 1901, Rabindranath was 40 years old. His already
enormous output of poems and plays had been gathered
in one blg volume. It comprised 21 books and included
Sonar Tari, his first masterpiece.

The same year, 1901, marked an event of a somewhat
different nature. In 1862, one year after Rabindranath
was born, the Maharshl had acquired some property in
Bolpur, in the district of Birbhum in West Bengal. The
property was made over to a board of trustees, and the
deed specified that the place was to be used for medit-
ation on the Supreme Formless Being. According to the
Maharshi’s wishes, a seat of prayer and a temple of wor-
ship had been built, and close to the temple, a residence
which was called Santiniketan—the Abode of Peace.

Rabindranath had been worrying about the education of
his children, and he decided to start an experimental
educational institution in Santiniketan. It was to be a
school but not like the schools that had been the night-
mare of his own childhood. It was to be like the forest
hermitages of classical India.

But to bring it into being was not an easy task. For
one thing it cost money and Rabindranath had to sell,

among other things, the copyright of his books. His wife
added her bit by selling her wedding ornaments. Three
months after the school was opened, she was taken {ll
Two months later, she died. For Rabindranath it was
the beginning of a series of personal tragedies.

Nine months after his wife’s death, his second daughter
Renuka passed away. The hardest blow of all came four
years later. The youngest son Sami, who took after his
father in many ways, fell a victim to cholera when he was
only 12.

It was in the midst of these bereavements that Rabin-
dranath participated in one of the greatest political
upheavals in the history of India. In December 1903 was
published the decision of Governor-General Lord Curzon
to split up Bengal into two provinces. The idea was to
create a separate province with a Moslem majority, which
would Induce a rift between the two main religious groups
and thus avert the possible growth of a united front
against the Government.

But in proposing the Partition, Curzon merely fanned
the flame of patriotism that had been smouldering in the
minds of certain vislonaries all through the period of the
renalssance in Bengal. These men now came to the fore
and led the millions to rise in a protest. The series of
stirring patriotic songs which Rabindranath composed
for the occasion were sung In processions in the streets
of Calcutta with the poet himself in the lead.

On October 27, 1905, the Partition became an accom-
plished fact. In a form of protest that only a poet could
concelve, Rabindranath turned the Black Day into a mass
festival of Rakhibandhan—the tying of the band of
friendship.

But the Swadeshi movement was fated to grow and
assume a character which was mot possible to foresee in
its early stages. While admitting the bravery and patriot-
ism of those who killed or were killed in a reckless bid
for freedom Rabindranath could not condone terrorism.
He stated his credo in clear terms. The path of violence
was not for India. Good could come only out of con-
structive work carried out In a spirit of tolerance.

He had himself followed up his retirement from the
political scene by undertaking the work of rural welfare
in his estates. And there were other activities: he was
teaching at school, editing journals, and engaging himself
in almost every conceivable form of literary activity.

I HAT his own countrymen now regarded him
as their leading man of letters was proved by
his 50th birthday celebrations in Calcutta. Sponsored
by the Bengal Academy of Letters and attended by
thousands, it was @ unigue literary manifestation in India.
But to the outside world, Rabindranath was still an
unknown name.

The object of Rabindranath’s visit to England in 1912
was to study the educational methods of the West and
also to acquaint the West with his work at Santiniketan.
He happened to carry with him on this occasion a note
book containing his own English translations of some of
his poems, mainly from Gitanjall. He showed these
translations to the English painter William Rothenstein
who had met the poet on an earlier visit to India.
Rothenstein was so impressed that he sent a copy of the
translation to the great Irish poet William Butler Yeats.

Introducing the poems to a gathering of English writers
and intellectuals, Yeats said: “I know of no man in my
time who has done anything in the English language
to equal these lyrics. Even as I read them in these literal
English translations, they are exquisite in style and
thought.”

Gitanjali was published in England in the same year.
There has rarely been another instance of a poet galning
world fame in like manner. The Nobel Prize came in
1913 and knighthood in 1915, while war 'was raging in
Europe. Touring the United States and Japan in 1916,
Rabindranath made eloquent appeals for peace. He felt
that world peace could be achieved only through
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THE TUMULTUOUS

HISTORY

OF ANCIENT NUBIA

by Boris Piotrovsky

W D AWN was just breaking and there was a slight
breeze blowing as we left the enchanting
{sland of Philae. The greater the distance between us and
the island, the more picturesque became its rows of
columns and the higher its pyramidal pylons rose into the
alr. With every movement of our boat the gloomy cliffs
took on different fantastic shapes and looked for all the
world like supernatural beings. But no sooner had the
first rays of the sun appeared than the visions of dawn
vanished like a meteor...”

These words were written more than a hundred years
ago by A. S. Norov, the Russian orientalist and states-
man who visited Egypt at the beginning of 1835. His
Journey Through Egypt and Nubia contains colourful
descriptions of the majestic monuments to the past that
are scattered between the First and Second Cataracts
of the Nile.

When I made my trip from Aswan to Wadi Halfa in
the Sudan in 1956 to study the archaological monuments
in the area that will be flooded by the new Aswan Dam,
I frequently recalled Norov’s expressive descriptions.

For a long time only the magnificent Egyptian temples
attracted the attention of scholars. Then a systematic
archeeological survey, carried out at the time the first
Aswan dam was bullt, revealed the civilization of ancient
Nubia, a country whose riches constantly attracted
Egyptlan conquerors.

In the fourth millenium B.C., the formative period of
the ancient Egyptian state, upper Egypt and Nubia were
inhabited by tribes with a common culture.

The Nubian civilization began to
develop independently when
the centre of the Egyptian state

was moved to the north at the time of the
Ancient Kingdom. Nubia became an Egyptian border
region and the pharaohs of the 2nd, 3rd and 4th Dynasties
sent many expeditions there to bring back slaves, cattle,
gold and ivory.

These predatory raids gave way to more peaceful
relations at a later date, at the time of the 6th Dynasty.
Although the Egyptian frontier passed through a point
near Aswan there were Egyptian fortresses farther to
the south, in the area occupied by the Nubian tribes,
and their garrisons fought off the attacks of the Bedouins.

Inscriptions made by the Egyptian nobles Una and
Huefkhor (middle of the third millenium B.C.) record
Interesting facts about the Nublans. Una tells how the
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mittee of Experts for the Safeguard of the Monuments
of Nubia.

Pharaoh Meren-ra ordered him to build cargo boats in
Nubia for the transport of stone: the timber was supplied
by the rulers of Nubia. Huefkhor’s inscription contains
fascinating detaiis about the “exploration of the road”
to the land that lay beyond the Second Cataract and
also about three expeditions that returned from it safely
with rich gifts.

N‘o’riceable changes took place in
the ethnic composition of the
population of Nubia

in the latter half of the third millenium
B.C.; this was due to the infiltration of tribes of Negro
herdsmen who established a new and independent culture
and maintained intercourse with Egypt and the Red Sea
coastal tribes.

Nubia began to grow stronger in the 19th century B.C.,
the period of the Middle Kingdom, and the Egyptian
pharaohs sent their troops to subdue the country.
Inscriptions by Pharachs Amenemhet I and Senusret I
tell of the stubborn struggle put up by the Nubian tribes
in defence of their independence and of the cruel treat-
ment meted out to them by the Egyptians. Egyptian texts
then began to describe Nubia as “The Land of Kush.”

Excavations made in various places in the Nile Valley
have provided enough evidence to enable us to define
the culture of these Nubian tribes.

As a result of the Egyptian advance against the north-
ern frontiers of Nubia, the centre of the Nubian state
was moved to the city of Napata, near the Fourth Catar-
act, far to the south. By the time of the 18th Dynasty
(16th Century B.C.) the Egyptians had reached even this
distant point. However, they succeeded in subjugating
only the banks of the Nile and the fortresses they built
were harassed by raiding tribes of nomads that appeared
suddenly out of the desert.

The conquest of the whole of Nubla was completed dur-
ing the 18th Dynasty: an Egyptian nomarch (ruler of an
Egyptian nome or province), given the title of “Royal
Son of Kush,” headed the administration. The famous
Egyptian conqueror, Tuthmosis III, left a triumphal
inscription at Napata, the Nubian capital: it tells of his
victories in Anterior Asta and of the Egyptian subjugation
of Nubia to its southernmost limits, as far as the “horn
of the earth.” This short description tells of the conquest
of all Nubia: .

“I, the Pharaoh have all the Nubians as my subjects,
they work for me as one man and are compelled to pay
tribute in the form of a host of articles from the horn
of the earth and an immeasurable quantity of gold from
Waut. There they build big barges and ships, and in
addition they pay tribute in ivory and ebony.” The mag-
nificent temples erected by the pharachs of the 18th
Dynasty confirm that they regarded Nubia as their own
country.















AFRICA’S WILD LIFE IN PERIL

Sir,

The success of the recent Arusha
Conference must largely be ascribed
to the change of attitude so clearly
brought out by the African partici-
pants themselves toward their unique
wildlife resources. The earnest desire
of modern African States to continue
and actively expand the efforts made
in the field of wildlife management is
greatly encouraged by the interest and
support of international organizations.

Your Sept. 1961 issue devoted to the
world’s wildlife heritage, not only
showed UNEscO’s interest, but the
excellent choice of the cover photo-
graphs ably illustrated the fact that the
Organization understood the problems
involved “from beginning to end.”
Your choice of the elephant, as the
most striking, as well as the most
adaptable of all animals—after man
—<ould not have been a happier one.

Gerald G. Watterson
Secretary-General - IUCN
Morges prés Lausanne, Switzerland

Sir,

Your issue on Africa’s Wildlife in
Peril (Sept. 1961) was absolutely
magnificent. As a member of the
Fauna Preservation Society and as
“A Friend of LLU.C.N.” I was delight-
ed with it. T have just ordered four
more copies to send to some of my
friends. .

Dr. T. H. Bassett
Lethbridge, Alberta, Canada
Sir,

Having spent two months on safari
(photographic) in [East Africa this
winter, I read with much interest and
understanding Sir Julian Huxley’s
article in the September Courier on
“Poaching”. The fact of knowing
beforehand about the systematic
slaughter by organized commercial
poachers of the wild game in Africa,
made me view the relatively few
remaining animals with wonder closely
allied to a sense of sadness and
despair.

Were these gazelles moving across
the plains, these rhinos, elephants and
giraffes who form our last link with
the prehistoric age, soon to disappear
from the world, leaving future gene-
rations with only written and pictor-
ial records of what Africa once
meant to cveryone who, if only in
their imaginations, loved and revered
its great wild life heritage? And the
new States of Africa, how would
they develop and progress when
deprived of one of their main eco-
nomic revenues?

Sir Julian speaks of the vital neces-
sity of the new African governments
recognizing and supporting their na-

Letters to the Editor

tional parks to achieve “Profit, Pro-
tein, Pride and Prestige.” It is signi-
ficant and depressing to note, in the
words of Sydney Downey, one of East
Africa’s leading conservationists, in
connexion with the recent Internation-
al Game Conference in Arusha,
Tanganyika that “no member of the
Kenya Government and no Kenya
African politician could take the
trouble to attend.” Obviously at pre-
sent little help or co-operation can be
expected in this direction.

What can be done, then, to prevent
one of the few remaining wonders,
not only of Africa but of the world,
from being totally annihilated through
ignorance, savagery and greed? Until
the inexperienced and short-sighted
African Governments can be shown
the inestimable value to themselves and
their countries of this wild life heri-
tage, it remains the task of world
organizations and of influential indi-
viduals, to give aid both in financing
the upkeep of the National Parks
(thereby eliminating poaching) and in
continually educating the African peo-
ple and their leaders to the realization
that without this unique inheritance,
East Africa particularly would lose its
greatest natural resource.

If world opinion has been roused
to save the monuments of Nubia
(monuments which exist in a country
already overrich in historical build-
ings, etc.) surely “the task of saving
the threatened wild life in Africa”
should take priority? If this aid is
not given now, Africa’s only living
monument to the past will be lost
forever.

Noreen Curry
Winnipeg, Canada

JAPAN MISREPRESENTED

Sir,

I welcomed the article “Japan
Misrepresented” having felt for some
time that there are gross misrepre-
sentations and thercfore gross mis-
conceptions taught in schools in the
subjects of geography and history.
Particularly is this inexcusable in
the highly educated countries of the
western world, where large sums are
spent on education. Schools secm
to set a national identity for a
country, and stick with it regardless
of changes within that country.

Colin Jose
Moose Jaw, Saskatchewam, Canada

Sir,

Can you kindly forward the en-
closed chapter on Japan from the
textbook Eurasia to Mr. Tatsumi Shi-
mada, author or the article “Japan
Misrepresented” in the April, 1961,
issue of THE UNESCo COURIER.
Dr. Robert M. Glendinning, the

author of Eurasia, and the editorial
staff at Ginn and Company have
made every effort to present an
accurate picture of Japan to school
children in the United States,

We will welcome Mr. Shimada's
evaluation of our material and will
give serious consideration to all sug-
gestions which he may have for its
improvement.

Robert N. Saveland, Editor
Lands and Peoples of the World
Boston, Mass, US.A,

Ed. note: Tue WUNEsco COURILR
applauds this initiative of Lands and
Peoples of the World in seeking to
present a frue picture of Japan to
U.S. schools and hopes the example
will be followed by other publishers.
The text of Eurasia has been for-
warded ro Mr. Shimada.

Sir,

“Japan Misrepresented”—A Look
at Foreign Textbooks, was very
interesting.  Textbooks with inap-
propriate pictures were exhibited at
an Exhibition Hall in Tokyo recently
and I saw many of them with my
own cyes. That article reminds me
that the Japanese themselves may
misunderstand the real life of other
nations. Naturally, the mutual
understanding of all the nations in
the world must be attained through
the medium of periodicals of many
countries, I am much impressed that
the UNeEsco CouRrIER took up such
problems and showed actual mistakes
with pictures to the readers. However,
I believe it would have been much
more effective if you had printed
those examples with the right pictures
of present-day Japan.

Masaharuy Inatoml
Nerima ku, Tokyeo

THE CURSE OF THE ALBATROSS
AN APOLOGY

Sir,

In my article “The Curse of the
Albatross—A Mariner’s Myth", which
was published in the March 1961 issuc
of Tne UN~esco Couricr, 1 did not
indicate that 1 was very largely inspir-
ed, when writing this article, by the
book entitled “The Wandering Alba-
tross” by Admiral Sir William Jame-
son. I very much regret that I omitted
to indicate such an important source.
For this omission I wish to apologize
both to Admiral Jameson and to
UNESsCo.

I would be obliged if you would
publish this rectification in an early
issue.

David Gunston
Denmead, England
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