


























COMENIUS (continued)

















































CHALLENGE OF

THE SPACESHIP
(Continued)

infinitely improbable it is that the question of interplanet-
ary warfare can ever arise. Any races we encounter will
almost certainly be superhuman or subhuman—more likely
the former, since ours must surely be one of the youngest
cultures in the universe. Only if we score a bull’s eye on
that one stamp in the kilometre-high column will we
meet a race at a level of technical development sufficiently
near our own for warfare to be possible. If ships from the
earth ever set out to conquer other worlds they may find
themselves, as they arrive, in the position of painted war-
canoes drawing slowly into New York Harbour.

But if the universe does hold species so greatly in
advance of our own, then why have they never visited the
earth? There is one very simple answer to this question.
Let us suppose that such races exist: let us even suppose
that, never having heard of Einstein, they can pass from
end to end of the galaxy as quickly as they wish...

That will help them less than one might think. In 10
minutes, a man may walk along a beach—but in his whole
lifetime he could not examine every grain of sand upon
it. For all that we know, there may be fleets of survey
ships diligently charting and recharting the universe.
Even making the most optimistic assumptions, they could
scarcely have visited our world in the few thousand years
of recorded history. '

Man-made worlds creeping from star to star

ERHAPS, even at this moment, there lies in some rather
P extensive flling system a complete report on this

planet, with maps which to us 'would look distorted
but still recognizable. That report would show that
though the earth was teeming with life, it had no domi-
nant species. However, certain social insects showed
considerable promise, and the flle might end with the note:
“Intelligence may be emerging on this planet. Suggest
that intervals between surveys be reduced to a million
years.”

I have mentioned before how limited our picture of the
universe must be so long as we are confined to this earth
alone. But the story does not end there. Our impressions
of reality are determined, perhaps more than we imagine,
by the senses through which we make contact with the
external world. How utterly different our cosmologies
would have been had nature economized with us, as she
has done with other creatures, and given us eyes incapable
of seeing the stars! Yet how pitiably limited are the eyes
we do possess, tuned as they are to a single octave in an
endless spectrum. The world in which we live is drenched
with invisible radiations, from the microwaves which we
have just discovered coming from sun and stars, to the
cosmic rays whose origin is still one of the prime mysteries
of modern physics. These things 'we have discovered
within the last generation, and we cannot guess what still
lies beneath the threshold of the senses—though recent
discoveries in paranormal psychology hint that the search
may be only beginning. These are deep waters, and it is
time to turn back to the shore, to leave the distant dream
for the present reality of fuels and motors, of combustion-
chamber pressures and servo-mechanisms.

The desire to give a comprehensive picture of the
outcome of astronautics has compelled me to range—not
unwillingly—over an enormous field. However, I do not
wish anyone to think that the possibilities we have been
discussing need come in this century, or the next, or the
next. . .. Yet any of them may arise, at any time, as soon
as the first ships begin to leave the earth. Man’s first
contact with other intelligent races may lie as far away in
time as the building of the Pyramids—or it may be as near
as the discovery of X-rays.

Of this, at least, we may be fairly certain: barring
accidents—the most obvious of which I need not specify—
the exploration of the planets will be in full swing as this
century draws to its close. To examine them in any de-
tail, and to exploit their possibilities fully, will take
hundreds of years. But.man being what he is, when his
first ship circles down into the frozen wastes of Pluto, his
mind will already be bridging the gulf still lying between
him and the stars.
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We may meet superhuman races

Interplanetary distances are a million times as great as
those to whi:h we are accustomed in everyday life, but
interstellar distances are a million-fold greater still. Be-
fore them even light is a hopeless laggard, taking years
to pass from one star to its neighbour. How man will
face this stupendous challenge I do not know: but face it
one day he will. Professor Bernal was, I belleve, the first
to suggest that one solution might lie in the use of arti-
ficial planets, little self-contained worlds embarking upon
journeys which would last for generations. Olaf Stapledon

-has expanded this theme in Star Maker, one of the great-

est of his fantasies, but the thought of these tiny
bubbles of life, creeping from star to star on their age-long
journeys, carrying whole populations doomed never to set
foot upon any planet, never to know the passage of the
seasons or even the interchange.of night and day, is one
from which we might well recoil in horror. However those
who ‘would make such journeys would have outlooks very
different from our own. These speculations intriguing
though they are, will hardly concern mankind in this cen-
tury. We may, I think, expect that it will be at least years
before confinement to the solar system produces very
marked signs of claustrophobia.

Our survey is now finished. We have gone as far as is
possible, at this moment of time, in trying to assess the
impact of astronautics upon human affairs. I am not
unmindful of the fact that 50 years from now, instead
of preparing -for the conquest of the outer planets, our
grandchildren may be dispossessed savages clinging to the
fertile oases in a radio-active wilderness. Yet we must
keep the problems of today in their true proportions. They
are of vital—indeed of supreme—importance, since they
can destroy our civilization and slay the future before
its birth. But if we survive them, they will pass into
history and the time will come when they will be as little
remembered as the causes of the Punic Wars. The cross-
ing of space—even the sense of its imminent achievement
in the years before it comes—may do much to turn men’s
minds outwards and away from their present tribal
squabbles. In this sense the rocket, far from being one
of the destroyers of civilization, may provide the safety-
valve that is needed to preserve it.

This point may be important. By providing an outlet
for man’s exuberant and adolescent energies, astronautics
may make a truly vital contribution to the problems of
the present world. Space-flight does not even have to be
achieved for this to happen. As soon as there is a general
belief in its possibility, that belief will begin to colour
men’s psychological outlook. In many ways, the very
dynamic qualities of astronautics are in tune with the
restless expansive spirit of our age. :

Day-time dreamers are dangerous men

have tried to show that the future development of

mankind, on the spiritual no less than the material

plane, is bound up with the conquest of space. To
what may be called—using the words in the widest possible
sense—the liberal scientific mind, I believe these argu-
ments to be unanswerable. The only real criticism that
may be raised against them is the quantitative one that
the world is not yet ready for such changes. It is hard not
to sympathize with this view, which may be correct, but I
have given my reasons for thinking otherwise.

The future of which I have spoken is now being shaped
by men working with slide-rules in quiet offices, and by
men taking instrument readings amid. the savage roar of
harnessed jets. Some are engineers, some are dreamers
—but many are both. The time will come when they can
say with T. E. Lawrence: “All men dream; but not equally.
Those who dream by night in the dusty recesses of their
minds wake in the day to find that it was vanity: but the
dreamers of the day are dangerous men, for they may
act their dream with open eyes, to make it possible.”

Thus it has always been in the past, for our civilization
is no more than the sum of all the dreams that earlier
ages have brought to fulfilment. And so it must always
be, for if men cease to dream, if they turn their backs
upon the wonder of the universe, the story of our race
will be coming to an end.






FOUR
VILLAGES

(Continued)

The village of Weiawolo is much
further. You leave your transport
and you walk. You cross swamps on
logs half sunk in the mud or on
rickety bridges six feet above a river.
Perhaps you swim if there has been
rain further up and the river is ten
times its normal width. You walk
until the heat blinds you and you are
but a pair of legs plodding along a
trail on which you hope there is not
a bush cow, the most feared of
all the fauna of Liberia. You get to
Weiawolo and they squeeze pineapples
for you and you are happy that you
made the journey.

Angry villagers and
a closed school door

UT on one visit the village was very
B angry. The school-master had
not appeared for two weeks.
One old and important man was very
vexed indeed. Every day for two
weeks he had walked three miles from
a nearby village to accompany his
grand-daughters to school only to find
it closed.

A pointless story? Only three
years ago Weiawolo had to be
persuaded to build a school—and
persuaded with hard argument over
many days. Of course, it was a
school for boys and the villagers never
dreamed that a girl could possibly
attend. Now they are angry because
the teacher has had to go to a funeral
and the school is shut.

The third willage is the last of a
series of villages connected to the
main road by a track. You pass
Vazalon and Baaja on the way to it.
All the villagers grow something that
they would like to send to market in
Monrovia. From the point where
their track joins the main road it is
only one hour by truck to the capital,
but it is three hours’ walk to the main
road and even then they may have to
wait a day for a truck that can carry
them and their load of cassava or
coffee or fruit. Sometimes in the dry
season a truck will manage to get
through and buy the produce on the
spot and more would come regularly
if they could get there. But the

bridges get broken and the rain makes .

swamps and for the most part the
villagers either walk and chance a lift
on the main road or they let the fields
run down as being not worth the
trouble. But this is how it was

28

yesterday. Today trucks can run all
the way in any weather. All the
villagers needed was the idea that it
was possible and a little practical help
and encouragement.

These three villages are typical of
thirty or forty in the Lofa-Gola-Vei
territory of Liberia. Soon they will
be typical of villages all over the
country and this perhaps more quickly
than we now suspect.

In 1949 the Liberian Government,
aware that one part of the country
was forging ahead of the rest, that
their ever-growing rubber and mining
industries needed skilled workers, that
their plans for the development of the
country needed educated people and
that this meant teachers and that this
in its turn meant educated villagers,
embarked on a bold plan for funda-
mental education in rural areas.

Happily they started slowly. With
UNEscO’s aid they sent one man on an
exploratory mission—then another
and another, Here was wisdom, for
no great onslaught is going to
persuade a peasant in any country in
the world that other ways may be
better, that other attitudes may bring
a richer life. The peasant way is a
slow way and is not measured by hours
or days but by crops and seasons and
realities.

Gradually this pioneering work
resulted in the setting up of a National
Fundamental Education Centre at
Klay. Again, many people from
UNEsco and the Liberian Government
worked hard—and how hard they
worked can only be understood if you
try and do something in a land where
Nature fights against you with her
timeless weapons of heat and rain and
ever-attacking vegetation—and they
built slowly but surely.

Needlework, housekeeping &
ideas on women’s rights

opAY the Centre takes- forty-

two students - from all over

the country. They must have
reached a certain standard at school—
not necessarily a very high one—they
must come from villages, and most
important of all they must return to
villages to work when they have
graduated. This year the Centre has
four women students and next year
it is hoped to increase this number.

There is one important factor: the

Planning & patience work wonders
In changing the age-old ways

students are not boys, they are young
men and they bring their wives with
them. They too receive training—

" training in child care, in needlework,

in housekeeping and in nutrition.
Perhaps, too, they unconsciously
acquire a certain idea about the rights
of women,

The men receive training as primary
school teachers so that, if it is
required of them when they go to their
future stations, they can open a school.
They learn all aspects of fundamental
education as well. Road-building,
sanitation, agriculture, hygiene and
first-aid go side by side with arith-
metic and English and geography.
Finally, they learn how to teach other
people to be literate.

But perhaps the most important
thing that they learn is how to
approach the villagers. The dual
approach to fundamental education is
soundly taught: learn from the villagers
things that you can take to other
places, give to the villagers that which
you have learned in other places.

Moses had great charm
Siafe was good-humoured

HEN the present batch of
W students has graduated there
will be about 100 fundamental
education workers spread across the
country (it is not a very big country),
and they will be followed every year
by an increasing number of men and
women who have learned simple
things that could transform the whole
land. '

Now let us take a look at our fourth
village—Ghangbanma. A surprise visit
was paid to this village recently.
There were two ex-students working
there. At the Centre neither was
particularly good, neither particularly
bad. Moses had a great deal of
charm. Siafe was good-humoured.
Moses did indeed have a very bright
wife, Fata. Siafe had no wife, at
least not officially.

They had both been in Ghangbanma
for four months. First of all, the
villagers, although looking upon them
as strangers, found them agreeable
strangers. This was the important
first step. Moses and Siafe had not
sat down and spent a lot of time
finding out the real needs of the
villagers—which is one approach to
the problem. They had simply put
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Letters to the Editor...

Sir,

Ever since I have received THE
UNESCO Courler I have found it most
interesting and enjoyable. However,
it is your issue of May, 1957 which
finally moves me to write: it was
superb.

Two of your articles I found of
such interest and beauty that I'should
like to have the material in more
permanent form than the pages of the
magazine. “Forty Jumps Through
the Universe” seems to me a most
skilful and original presentation, espe-
cially valuable for teaching purposes,
but fascinating to anyone. As men-
tioned in your article, that will be
available in- book form. However, I
wonder if it might be possible to
obtain either through you or directly
from the artist, some of the wonderful
pictures of Axel Poignant’s “Lost in
the Australian Bush”? There indeed
was photographic poetry; I should be
most delighted if it were possible to
obtain prints of some of his pictures,
especially that of the little girl with
the lizard.

Even if that should not be possible,
permit me to express my great appre-
ciation for your magazine.

Paul C. Berry
Connecticut, U.S.A.

Editor's Note: Mr. Axel Poignant in-
forms us that his photo feature “Lost
in the Australian Bush” has been de-
véloped into a full-length volume with
text and photographs and will shortly
be available in book form under the
title “Piccaninny Walkabout” publish-
ed by Angus and Robertson, Sydney
and London, price 12/6d.

Sir,

..] am much interested in the letters
published in THE Un~esco COURIER
recently... It is not conducive to world
peace to make out any people or any
country as having no poverty, no igno-
rance, no sickness, no problems, no
unemployment. If you run a series of
photos on mass feeding in Italy, Lon-
don, etc. why not show children in
America being fed on government
surplus; if you picture adults learning
to read and write in far-off lands, why
not those attending our evening
schools; if you describe diseases of
malnutrition in India, why not among
our mountain whites?

We must admit that there are Ame-
ricans who make a show of their
wealth and their standard of living
but every country has those. I agree
with the correspondent who suggested
that your articles and pictures would
make us believe that only dark-skinned
races are at a disadvantage economi-
cally, in culture, in health, etc. That
breeds smugness in some and envy and
resentment in others, We need to
develop a sense of the weaknesses and
failures of our own culture and work
on these even while we send CARE
packages and aid to refugees...

Miss Frances Jelinek,
Milwaukee, Wis., U.S.A,

Sir,

It is always with great pleasure that
I receive my copy of THE UNEsco
Courier. Each issue is a precious
source of facts that every teacher
should possess. I read some of the
articles to my older pupils and they
are shocked to find there is so much
misery in the world. :

The April 1957 issue dealt with the
problem of hunger. As you may
know Canadian children have plenty
tn eat; some even have four meals a
day. It is far too much, isn't it?
After I had read Melville Hardiment's
article, “The Year the Rains Failed”,
one pupil wrote, “When we compare
our standard of living with that of
these people, we find we are favoured
to the greatest possible degree. We
get three good meals a day, and no
one dies of hunger. But we often
hear it said, ‘he is ill or he has died
because he ate too much’. We ought
to thank Providence and think of
other less fortunate people.”

On page 14 of the same issue
(French edition only) you say that the
Canadian national dish is pea soup.
My class says that it should be pork
and beans and apple pie. I think they
are right.

Frére Alfred-Benoit
Chicoutimi, Canada

Sir,

I am a young reader of your maga-
zine. I find the articles extremely
interesting and I like the appearance
of the magazine. In the July issue
which I have just received I was espe-
cially interested in the article dealing
with UNEsco’s work in the field of
translating classical works from the
Orient and the Occident. I think
Unesco should see about tnaking
direct translations into Russian of the
classical works of the Orient and Asian
countries. The Russian reader who
does not know French or English has
no chance of getting to know these
masterpieces of world literature.

Askold Kourkine
Krasnoyarsk, Siberia, U.S.S.R.
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way, Yaletta.

NETHERLANDS. — N.V. Martinus Nij-
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From the Unesco Newsroom..

l NDIA’S FARM FORUMS: Radio
Farm Forums, started on an experimental
basis in Bombay State last year, have proved
remarkably successful and have provided
an incentive for large scale community
action. The experiment was financed by
Unesco and carried out by the Ministry of
Information and Broadcasting. The Radio
Forums of 20 members each were organiz-
ed in 150 villages, and a series of 20 spe-
cial programmes were broadcast which
people later discussed. The forums were en-
thusiastically received by the villagers and
stimulated community action—from the
opening of reading rooms to widespread
vaccination of cattle.

M ATOMIC RADIATION DANGERS:
The World Health Organization (WHO)
Study Group on the Effect of Radiation
on Human Heredity reports; “All man-
made radiation must be regarded as
harmful to man from the genetic point
of view.” Sources of man-made radia-
tion are principally X-ray tubes and
nuclear reactors, and artificial radio-
active elements distributed by man in
nature, such as waste products from
reactors. Particular concern was expres-
sed about genetic hazards of radiation
from atomic materials used in medi-
cine, industry, commerce and experi-
mental science. The dangers of exces-
sive exposure to X-rays is also stressed
in a special issue of the WHQ Chronicle,
entitled “Challenge of Atomic Energy.”

DIUSICAL YOUTH AT WORLD’S
FAIR: For ten days next July Brussels will
become the world’s music capital when
more than 2,000 young people from 20
countries will meet there at the XIIIth
Congress of the International Federation of
Musical Youth which will be held in the

grounds of the great Brussels International
Exhibition. An orchestra from a different
country will play each evening, and the
closing concert will be given by an inter-
national orchestra of young musicians from
the Congress—all amateurs and all under
30 years of age. UNEsco and the Interna-
tional Music Council will be represented at
the Congress.

M A WOMAN’S NATIONALITY: The
U.N. Convention on the Nationality of
Married Women has now been signed
by 19 states and ratified by two—the
United Kingdom and Israel. Adopted
by the U.N. General Assembly last
January, it will come into effect 90
days after six states have ratified or
acceded to it. It provides that ua
woman’s nationality is not affected by
the fact of her marriage or by ils
dissolution, or a change in her husband’s
national status. Contracting parties also
agree to speed naturalization formalities
to enable a woman of foreign nationality
to acquire her husband's nationality if
she wishes.

THE NEWS ALLIANCE: Major news
agencies in 16 European countries recently
founded the European Alliance of News
Agencies with temporary headquarters in
Brussels. The Alliance will encourage the
wider exchange of news, promote co-opera-
tion among its members in developing news
techniques, and safeguard their common
interests. Members have associated them-
selves with UNEsco’s programme to pro-
mote the free flow of information.

W CHEAPER POSTAGE FOR BOOKS:
Acting on suggestions initiated by
UNEesco, the Universal Postal Union
(UPU) granted some new facilities for

enclosed
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the postal despatch of books, newspapers
and other printed materials, at its recen!
Congress in Ottowa. Under the new
provisions books may be sent in packets
of up to 5 kilograms instead of 3 kgs.,
and this may be increased to 10 kgs. by
special " arrangement.” Books will enjoy
the reduced airmail rate now conceded
to newspapers.  Publications for the
blind will be exempt from all postal
taxes and registration charges. The new
provisions are expected to go into effect
in October 1958.

UNDERSTANDING EAST AND
WEST: A one-week study course for jour-
nalists on the theme of East-West under-
standing has been organized in Zurich by the
Swiss National Commission for UNEScCO.
The course was designed as a contribution
to UNESco’s major project to increase under-
standing between Orient and Occident, and
was open to professional journalists cover-
ing foreign news for newspapers with a
maximum circulation of 12,000 copies, serv-
ing rural areas. Journalists attending the
course have had an opportunity of studying
various aspects of news coverage for Asian
countries and the services available in
Switzerland, of visiting the offices of a Swiss
daily newspaper to see the documentation
kept on Asian countries, and of meeting
Asian press representatives and students in
Switzerland.

H EDUCATIONAL TRAVEL CON-
CESSIONS: In response to a proposal
by UNEsco, the Pan-American Railway
Association at its recent Congress in
Buenos Aires urged member govern-
ments and railway systems to grant the
greatest possible rate reductions and
facilities to educational travellers and to
educational, scientific and cultural mate-
rials. Fourteen Latin American coun-
tries and the United States of America,
representing the major railway systems
of North and South America, took part
in the meeting. :

l N THE COMMON INTEREST:
Twelve years of international effort to solve
common problems were celebrated on Octo-
ber 24, the day officially set aside as Uni-
ted Nations Day whose theme this year
was “in the common interest.” Since the
charter was signed in 1945, by 51 nations,
31 other states have pledged themselves un-
der its terms *to maintain international
peace and security, and to ensure... that
armed force shall not be used, save in the
common interest.” Six new member states
have joined the U.N., since the last U.N. Day:
Ghana, Japan, Malaya, Morocco, Sudan and
Tunisia.  Progress in the development of
the peaceful uses of atomic energy is noted
in the unanimous approval, by eighty-two
governments, of the constitution for an
International Atomic Energy Agency, under
U.N. auspices.

IMPRIME EN FRANCE

Imp. GEORGES LANG, PARIS
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