










































































Most countries of ‘the Near East have very special
characteristics, in particular aridity, customary laws conducive to
fragmentation, and nomadism, all of which influence the course of
distributive reform.

The reform movement for more equitable distribution of land
started with land reform programmes enacted in Egypt in 1952,
Iraq and Syria in 1958, and Iran in 1962, to expropriate the very
. large estates, break the economic and political power of the large
landowners and improve the control of the poorer classes over
land.

In several countries redistribution of land rights was followed by
the adoption of group production arrangements, such as farm cor-
porations in Iran, crop consolidation and co-operatives in Egypt,
agricultural co-operatives on land owned or controlled by the
Government in Sudan, and production co-operatives and State
farms in the People’s Democratic Republic of Yemen.

In the majority of countries in the region attempts were made to
improve the conditions in the rural areas through large-scale irriga-
tion schemes, with varying results. Egypt, using the waters of the
High Dam, reclaimed 380,000 hectares by the end of 1976, of

which about 100,000 hectares were distributed to landless families .

in planned settlement schemes at an average cost of US $ 7,000
per family. ’ '

Afghanistan, the People’'s Democratic Republic of Yemen, Jor-
dan, Libya and Egypt {among other countries) have developed set-
tlement schemes for nomads. The People’s Democratic Republic
of Yemen has recently implemented an integrated development
project raising the living standards of Bedouins, of which the main
objectives are to drill boreholes, to improve pasture, animal
breeding and veterinary services, and to initiate and develop social,
economic and administrative organization.

Algeria’s experience merits special attention. Initially, foreign-
owned estates were consolidated and organized into self-
contained units (unités d'autogestion) averaging nearly 1,000 hec-
tares. The programme involved basic modifications in the cropping
pattern in an attempt to limit the effects of foreign markets (e.g.
wine) on production.

Absentee land ownership was virtually abolished, ceilings were
placed on the size of landholdings, surplus land was distributed in
leaseholds, and beneficiaries were required to become members of
multi-purpose co-operatives.

Recently, a number of countries have promoted programmes to

restructure their rural areas, particularly Madagascar and Ethiopia.

The latter, with a high degree of concentration of landownership
and widespread share tenancy, had no significant reform until
1975, when new measures set low ceilings on landholdings. Pea-
sant associations, which excluded landowners occupying more
than two hectares, played an important part in the redistribution of
expropriated land. Former serf tenures were abolished and many
landless people gained rights to land and water.

In many African countries, although there has been a shift in
programmes toward food crops since 1965, commodity develop-
ment programmes continue to concentrate on export crops (e.g.
cotton in Mali, groundnuts in Senegal and Gambia, tobacco and
cotton in Tanzania and tea in Kenya). Some of these programmes
have had notable successes and have benefited large numbers of
smallholders and helped to increase productivity. .

A brief review of the development programmes in African coun-
tries suggests that concentration of limited resources and trained
personnel on export crops does not always lead to an equitable
distribution of available resources which will also ensure adequate
food supplies for the poor.

However, studies of several African countries show that small
farmers have indeed proved to be an effective means of diffusing
innovations and economic development in countries where there is
a favourable environment and the right incentives.

In Asia there have been some striking successes. Where there
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were strong peasant organizations and determined governments
{as in Kerala, India}, many small tenants received ownership rights.
Some legislation of the early seventies (e.g. Philippines) eliminated
share tenancy, converting the sharecroppers into leaseholders,
and subsequently declaring all leaseholders to be outright owners.

The Philippines carried out experiments with new production ar-
rangements designed to bring agrarian reform beneficiaries
together gradually for co-operative cultivation in which five to ten
neighbouring farms were merged into one production unit, and
provided with assistance in planning and finance by State
agencies.

The experience of the Republic of Korea may be useful to other
countries in Asia. This country has one of the world’s lowest
land/man ratios and the average size of holdings after land reform
was only 0.9 hectare. Before reform the land was concentrated in a
few hands and mostly rented out in small units. The land reform of
1953 gave ownership to the former tenants and established a ceil-
ing of 3 hectares per holding. Thus the rural community today is

- composed of small peasant owners. Rice yield increased from 3.3

tons per hectare in 1952-1956 to 4.6 tons per hectare in 1970. There
was no increase in absolute poverty and gains from growth were
adequately spread.

In the People’s Republic of China, all the available land is collec-
tively owned by the commune; so rent has disappeared as a source
of income, inequality and power. The complex problem of landless
labour and uneconomic holdings faced by other countries after
redistribution of rights in land do not arise.

As land and other means of production are collectively owned,
the basic unit of cultivation is the work or production team of 25 to
30 families, whose area of operation varies from one commune to
another, but in most cases does not exceed 25 to 30 hec-
tares—large enough to provide for economies of scale in the
Chinese context, and yet not so large as to alienate the peasant
from participatory processes.

The commune devotes 14 to 24 per cent of the gross revenue of
its agricultural production to capital investments within
agriculture, forestry, fisheries and agro-processing, and a social
fund supports welfare and culture activities. Labour is
remunerated on the basis of individual work points. The fact that
every member of a commune has a stake in returns from on-farm
and off-farm works is an incentive for construction works for such
purposes and has facilitated mobilization of collective labour for ir-
rigation and land improvement. Farm land improvement construc-
tion projects completed by the communes and brigades over the
years have greatly helped the struggle against drought, waterlogg-
ing and other natural disasters.

Before the Cuban revolution more than half of all land was held
by large local and foreign landowners, and a significant proportion
was under foreign sugarcane plantations. There were wide varia-
tions in value of the expropriated properties, but the greatest prob-
lem was whether or not to redistribute them to the landless
workers. The Government, after a brief experiment with co-
operatives, chose to run the large estates as State farms and by
1965 some 70 per cent of the agricultural land was on State farms
with the workers receiving fixed wages. Within the private sector
the small farmers have organized themselves into a national
association and have also formed service co-operatives. They still
own the land individually, but irrigation works, agricultural
machinery, storage and drying sheds are owned collectively, sup-
ported by credit obtained as a group.

Everywhere, the redistribution of private holdings has been the
most difficult reform to implement, calling for hard political deci-
sions and popular support. In many cases, redistribution of private
lands has required constitutional amendments, legislation inspired
by social justice to close legal loopholes, and effective administra-
tion and novel financial and technical measures to implement the
reform laws. In most developing countries, constitutional barriers
not in line with the current aspirations of the people remain and
























carry out surveys of the foundations and to
begin removing the rubble covering the
base of the minaret.

Saving the minaret is not going to be an
/ €asy job. Apart from the problems involved
in getting equipment to such a remote spot
and organizing a building site there, climate
and geography will limit work to only a few
months per year. Furthermore, the area has
a degree of seismicity which had to be
carefully taken into account when, con-
sidering how to safeguard the minaret.

In order to stabilize the structure in its
present position, the project provides for
the construction of a reinforced concrete
ring around the minaret’s foundations. This

ring will be linked elastically to a reinforced -

concrete tank which will be ballasted by
water from the river and will be so con-
stituted as to counterbalance any further
increase in the slope of the minaret (see
drawing).

The overall structural stability of the pro-
posed project has been tested by com-
puter, full account being taken of the
minaret’s present state and of the seismic
activity to which the area is liable. These
tests supported the viability of the idea of a
tank elastically connected to the base of
the minaret.

The execution of the project will depend
on a series of complex operations which
will have to be carried out in particularly dif-
ficult conditions. In 1978 it took a whole
season merely to transport to the site
material needed for the first emergency
operation devised by Unesco.

The next step will be to carry out surveys

to establish the size and nature of the foun-
dations; the minaret'’s original entrance will
be uncovered from the debris. The rates of
flow and the water levels in relation to the
minaret’s foundations will be controlled.

Excavations will be carried out within a
radius of some forty metres of the minaret
in order to obtain an accurate stratigraphic
picture and to bring to light archaeological
remains, if any. New archaeological
discoveries could partially modify the
restoration programme. Next, the base will
be strengthened and its broken masonry
repaired, before the reinforced concrete
ring is constructed. The size of the ring will
depend on data gained from tests on the
stability of the foundations. The final stage
of restoration will be the construction of
the concrete tank: during this phase it will
also be possible to restore the external
decoration of the minaret; this requires the
erection of metal scaffolding, which is not
possible at present.

The concrete reinforcement structure,
which will be built at the original ground
level (some 3.5 metres below the present
level) will be left visible if the rubble now
covering it can be transported away from
the site; if not it will be covered with earth
so that the area around the minaret will
look much as it does today.

The Minaret of Jam is a monument of
outstanding historic and architectural in-
terest; through the importance attached to
its preservation by the Afghan Government
and by Unesco, it will continue to dominate
the river valleys it was built to protect eight
centuries ago.

M Andrea Bruno

Bookshelf
RECENT UNESCO BOOKS

W Introduction to African
Culture: General Aspects, by
Alpha |. Sow, Ola Balogun, Honorat
Aguessy, Pathé Diagne. 1979, 184
pp. (18 Francs).

W Socio-Political Aspects of the
Palaver in Some African Coun-
tries. 1979, 93 pp. (12 F)

Vols. | and Il in a new Unesco series
entitled “Introduction to African
Culture”

W Peace Research. Trend Report
and World Directory. The third com-
pletely revised edition of a work
Unesco began publishing in 1966
takes into account new institutions
not listed in previous editions and
also the expanding frontiers of
peace research and its increasing
emphasis on questions of social and
economic  development. 1979,
250 pp. (26 F).

W National Communication
Policy Councils, Principles and
Experiences, by Marco Antonio
Rodrigues Dias, John A.R. Lee,
Kaarle Nordenstreng and Osmo O.
Wiio {No. 83 in Unesco’s ""Reports
and Papers on Mass Communica-
tion" series) 1979, 44 pp. (8 F).

Letters to the editor

The Unesco Courier welcomes readers’ letters,
which should be addressed to the Editor-in-Chief,
Unesco Courier, Place de Fontenoy, 75700
Paris. Only signed letters will be considered for
publication.

TIME OUT OF MIND
Sir,

| admire the works of Professor Isaac Asimov
{and certainly those of Professor Einstein). |
must respectfully disagree, however, with a par-
ticular theory of Time as related by Professor
Asimov on pages 9 and 10 of the May 1979 issue
of the Unesco Courier.

Asimov presents a clock showing the time 3
o'clock at point A and a travelling observer (X)
who travels to point B, 300,000 kilometres away
in one second of time at the speed of light. X,
upon arrival at point B, looks back at the clock
standing at point A, showing the time 3 o’clock,
and, because the light from the clock arrives at
point B ‘““at the same time’* X sees that time for
him has not progressed. Asimov states that ‘‘by
keeping up with the speed of light you as a
passenger... are cut off from the passage of
time”’. ‘

The fallacy of this view is that time at point B
is not determined by a clock running at point A,
but must be determined by a clock located at
point B. Were this not so, X's one second return
from B to A, at the speed of light, because of the
Doppler effect, would take in two clock seconds
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instead of the actual one second (i.e. X would
have begun his one second trip with the clock
reading 3 o'clock and ended this one second trip
with the same clock reading 2 seconds past
3 o’clock).

It would appear, therefore, that it is the veloci-
ty of the observer of Time, and not Time itseff,
which is relative—i.e. that Time is Absolute and
that it is the Observation of Time which is in fact
relative, '

Professor Einstein was famous for his use of
the “thought experiment’’. The above thesis is
also such an experiment and | would encourage
others to duplicate it and see if they are not also
in agreement.

} Terence L. Hall
Pontiac, Michigan, U.S.A.

It should first be pointed out that the diagrams and
captions that appeared on page 10 of our May 1979
issue are the responsibility of the Unesco Courier
editorial staff and not of Professor Asimov. Einstein
maintained that the only absolute, the only value that
was invariably the same for everyone, was the speed of
light, that there was no basic (i.e. absolute) time scale
applicable throughout the universe, and that every
observer carries his own time scale with him. Observers
in different time reference frames can measure the same
event, but their results will not tally. If there were an ab-
solute, universally applicable time scale, we could say
that one observer was right in his observation and the
others wrong. But for Einstein no one is wrong because
measurements of time depend upon the reference

frame in which they are made—~in this case the street-
car or a point on the ground. It is therefore impossible,
as Mr. Hall attemps to do, to make a distinction bet-
ween time and the observation of time— Editor.

SWORDS INTO PLOUGHSHARES
Sir,

Congratulations on your special issue devoted
to the problems of-the arms race (April 1979). |
was particularly interested by the article “Three
Myths that Die Hard" which exposed the falsity
of the beliefs that military expenditure boosts
economic growth, that the arms industry offers
a panacea for unemployment, and that military
research is the major spur to technological pro-'
gress. ‘

These myths still persist. Although a quarter
of mankind is undernourished, tons of explosive
exist per inhabitant of the globe. If man is really
a rational being, he must do all he can to turn
TNT into food, schools and hospitals, and
transform nuclear weapons into useful energy
for mankind.

| hope that we, the Bulgarian readers of the

Unesco Courier, will soon be able to read your
magazine in our own language.

Nikolai Gueorguiev

Sofia
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Literacy Prizes go
to Iraq, Peru,
Papua New Guinea

A mass literacy campaign in Iraq, an
association of Peruvian women and an
institute working in local languages in
Papua New Guinea—these are the
winners of literacy prizes announced
by Unesco for 1979.

Two awards of the 5,000-rouble
Nadezhda K. Krupskaya Prize,
established by the USSR Government,
were made by the international jury
selecting this year’s prizewinners. They
went to the Supreme Council for the
National Campaign for Compulsory
Literacy in Iraq, which has mobilized
the forces of the country in a mass
drive to eradicate illiteracy, and to the
Popular Union of Peruvian Women,
which has organized women’s
participation in development activities

"through literacy courses.

The jury, which did not award a
Krupskaya prize in 1977, decided to
use the funds available for two prizes
this year in view of the variety and
worth of the 27 candidatures, which
they say bear witness to the growing
interest of Unesco Member States and
non-governmental organizations in the
struggle against illiteracy.

For the first time, the $5,000
International Reading Association
Prize is being awarded. It goes to the
Papua New Guinea Branch of the
Summer Institute of Linguistics, which
has been working for several years on
the transcription of local languages.
Local personnel have been trained to
use these languages for teaching
children and adults.

Mexican

and Ghanaian
Named to Senior
Unesco Posts

The Director-General of Unesco, Mr.
Amadou-Mahtar M’Bow, has
announced the appointment of
Rodolfo Stavenhagen of Mexico as
Assistant Director-General for Social
Sciences and their Applications. At the
same time Mr. M’Bow said that Yaw
B. Turkson of Ghana had been named
Deputy Assistant Director-General for
General Administration.

Mr. Stavenhagen, who took over as

 head of the Unesco social science

sector on 15 August, has been Director
General for Popular Culture in the
Mexican Secretariat (Ministry) of
National Education since 1977. He has
been‘chairman of the Latin-American
Faculty of Social Sciences since 1975.

Mr. Stavenhagen was director of
studies at the International Social

Studies Institute of the International
Labour Organization in Geneva from
1969 to 1971 and has participated in
Unesco General Conferences as a
member of the Mexican delegation.

Mr. Turkson, who joined Unesco on
1 August, is a senior diplomat who
was Ghanaian ambassador to France
and his country’s Permanent Delegate
to Unesco until July. Prior to that he
had served as director of the West
European and Americas desk and the
international organization and
conferences desk at the Ghanaian
Foreign Ministry. He has also been
ambassador to Brazil and Ethiopia.
Early in his career Mr. Turkson was
first a member of his country’s
mission to the United Nations, then a
U.N. official.

The Bible the
World’s Most
Translated Work

The most widely translated work in
the world continues to be the Bible;
according to Unesco statistics, thirty
countries produced translations from it
in a single year.

Close behind come the works of
Shakespeare, translated in 29 countries
and then those of Karl Marx and
Dostoyevsky, translated in 26
countries.

Thirteen authors in all were translated
in 20 countries or more, including
writers of children’s classics such as
Robert Louis Stevenson, Jules Verne,
Mark Twain and Hans Christian
Andersen, Jack London and modern
writers such as Solzhenitsyn and Pablo

Neruda, as well as great Russian
authors Tolstoy, Gorki and Tchekov.

These figures, which refer to the year
1975, come from the latest edition of
Index translationum, an annual
catalogue prepared by Unesco of
books translated around the world.
Thus, though not completely
exhaustive, the figures do give a fair
idea of the trends in cultural
exchanges.

The figures show that out of 47,239
translated books published in 1975,
28,235 appeared in industrialized
countries and 13,397 in socialist
countries while only 5,417 were
produced in the developing countries.
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