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THIRSTY LANDS (Cont’d)

Research that will shape the future

institution should be named or set up as a centre of arid
zone research.

Unesco declded against a single centre and instead set
up an advisory committee representative of the coun-
tries involved.  This, however, only shifted the issue to
the national level where it continues to provoke debate
and alternative plans.

In addition to the long-established research centres in
other regions, there is now growing up a network of
institutes within the arid zone. It would be ideal to have
a complete Inventory of climate, geology, land forms,
water, soil, vegetation, energy sources and human popu-
lation for each sector of the arid zone.

A practicable strategy of scientific co-operation must
recognize that the basic surveys, like the research work,
will make a spotted and diverse patchwork which will
rarely cover any one area adequately. The technician
and the scientist must be prepared to improvise and
interpolate, and to draw upon the best that comes from
workers elsewhere.

Within the domain of science are numerous channels
along which research workers and their findings may
move in advancing the limits of knowledge. The dis-
tinctively international barriers to scientific advances are
the special concern of UnEsco, and it tries to reduce them
by strengthening the national scientific agencies and by
helping speed up and extend international action. Its
stock in trade is ideas and people who can use them.

Thus, government committees have been established in
Iran and Pakistan to promote integrated research in
those countries and in each case the stimulus came from
the call to participate in a UnEesco effort on a larger scale.

ASIMPLE and direct way of speeding up the flow
of new ideas is to bring together represent-
ative scientists from the chief countries involved to
exchange findings and views. In each case, papers
reviewing the current state of research are prepared in
advance, and then men from as many as two or three
dozen nations are given an opportunity to criticize that
work and report new contributions. Both the review
reports and the symposium papers are then published for
dititrlléution to the many workers who were unable to
attend.

The impact of a scientific symposium of this sort is
widespread. A Tunisian hydrologist learns of new clima-
tological methods which he can apply in designing water
control works at home, and he in turn teaches others the
concrete results of using archaological studies of ancient
wells and terraces in the planning of new structures.

More common is the interchange between workers
which enables one of them to leap across what otherwise
would have been years of plodding through already disco-
vered territory. A scientist returning to his laboratory
from one of the international symposia may carry only
a warm sense of fellowship with his workers in other
countries or he may be the means of radically revising
the research programme of his agency.

Universitles of good quality cannot be created over-
night where nomadic herdsmen or caravans make their
camps. However, for nations that are seeking to leap in
a generation over economic development that has taken
300 years in many other socleties, a few years time in the
maturing of scientific workers may seem crucial.

It has already been noted that much of the resource
deterioration in the arid zone is in the face of sound
scientific knowledge of possible ways of preventing much
of it; from a technical standpoint many irrigated lands
r_1eeéi dmot be salted and the pasture lands need not be
éroded.

At least 90 per cent.of the Libyans are illiterate. Of
the more than 2,300,000 people who inhabit Somaliland,

Somalia and other dry lands of the “Horn” of Africa, at
least 1,700,000 are estimated to be pastoral nomads.

To reach these proud, roving people with new ideas or
even to facilitate their grazing operations by forecasts as
to available grass and water in the remote 1and§ which -
they prowl, is a formidable task calling for devices not
generally in use. To speak to them either in pictures or
words in a medium which is suitable requires sensitive
perception of their culture and an array of printed and
audiovisual materials that is not now available.

As one way of helping curb the unknowing abuse of
natural resources in the eastern Mediterranean area, a
special effort has been made to prepare simple educa-
tional materials in the local languages. * Kits of books,
pamphlets, posters, pictures and filmstrips have been
developed to give essential ideas about resources and their
more orderly use to children in the 12-14 age-group and
to adults in fundamental education centres.

I HESE kits were first tried for children in the
Arabic-speaking countries of Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon, Morocco, and of the United Arab Republic on
an experimental basis. After some experience, they
were reviewed and work 'was begun on a final set of
materials which might be used widely in areas with
similar conditions of dryness, plant cover, and grazing
and farming systems.

It is in the realm of FAO technical assistance teams
and co-operative surveys that the outlines of better pas-
ture management practices begin to take shape, or that
regional attacks on the vexing question of salinity in
irrigated soils are planned.

Man has the tools to produce more from the resources
at hand but lacks the social skills to use those tools.
We may regard the arid lands, and particularly their
sub-humid borders, as a key test of man’s ingenuity in
applying his technical tools to keep production ahead of
population growth.

The role played by basic research in setting the limits
for social development in arid lands is nowhere more
apparent than in the struggle to narrow the gap between
sclentific knowledge and practical action in resource use.
If there were miraculously to be an abundance of
teachers to work with the Somali grazers and if there
were adequate funds to pay for whatever pamphlets,
radio sets, slide projectors or posters they might wish,
there still would remain the question of what should be
taught.

FUNDAMENTAL investigation by the anthropo-
logist and geographer thus must precede
sound decisions as to effective ways of using the rich
store of developed technology to advance the basic
cultural aims of these people. No simple transfer of
“know how” will do.

It is remarkable that while there are many descriptions
of nomadic groups relatively little is known of the migra-
tion routes they take and of the conditions affecting their
shifts and their relations to sedentary pecples. The
whole process by which nomads choose grazing animals
and schedules is obscure. Yet every sound effort to work
out an improvement in methods must take such informa-
tion into account if it is to succeed.

Qlouds of ignorance cover numerous scientific areas
vyhlch, once exposed, could influence man’s capacity to
live in and use the arid lands.

The important need is to get on with the primarily basic
research wherever there are competent men to direct it.
No sector of the arid zone has received more concentrated
applications of technology and education than Israel with
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Letters to the Editor

SPACE TRAVEL
& CONTAMINATION

Sir,

Today when we not only have a win-
dow but also a door towards space, there
are two related problems your worthy
publication could help us with.

Can space vehicles be entirely sterilized
so that not a single microbe escapes to
contaminate possible discoveries ? Are
they? Would not researchers themselves
carry contaminating microbes on their
explorations?

In reverse, what are the chances of
bringing to earth dormant microbes to
which man has developed no resistance
through cohabitation of the planet, and
which, if given the proper conditions on
earth, would rapidly devastate us?

These can no longer be considered
science fiction problems. THE UNEScO
CoURIER alone can deal with these topics
with the authority of the world scientific
organization. I have much appreciated
the treatment you accorded to other mat-

ters of world concern.
George R, Schifer
Montreal, Canada

ED. NOTE: A special issue on the Conquest
of Outer Space is in preparation.

FREEDOM FROM FEAR

Sir,

The mass of the world’s people are
now tortured by fear as they never were
before. This fear psychology has built
itself into a widespread neurosis in which
the fear of nuclear war, with the appre-
hension and dread of the inconceivable
horror of its aftermath, has resulted in
deeply disturbing feelings of frustration,
insecurity, hatred and suspicion, and these
feelings are the direct cause of a resur-
gence of war hysteria, race hatred, juve-
nile delinquency and crime and general
discord and disregard of human rights.

To survive, it is up to us to replace our
much-used negative emotions of fear,
hatred, suspicion and deceit, with our
slightly used endowments of reason and
judgment, tolerance and understanding,
together with the will to get along toge-
ther and to sincerely extend compassion
and goodwill to all our fellowmen. These
are the only ways left us sanely to settle
international disputes, and we had better
start to use them right now.

Rufus J. Bean
Pabellon, Mexico

ARGENTINA SALUTES TAGORE

Sir,

We were surprised to see in the Decem-
ber, 1961 issue of THE UNESco COURIER,
dedicated to Rabindranath Tagore, that
no mention was made of the homage paid
to his memory in Argentina by the: Com-
mission formed in. this country to cele-

brate the centenary of his birth. We en-
close a list of tributes paid to Tagore.

Yictoria Ocampo
President, Executive Commitee,
Argentine Commission of Homage
to Tagore on the Centenary of
his Birth
Ep. NOoTE: This information not having
been communicated to Unesco earlier,
The Unesco Courier could not include it
in its Tagore issue. We are glad to do so
now. Argentina’s centenary celebrations
included the presentation of Tagore’s play
“The King's Postman” at the Teatro Na-
cional de Comedia; a series of eight lec-
tures at the National Museum of Decor-
ative Arts, where reproductions of Ta-
gore’s paintings and original manuscripts
were displayed; the publication of
Tagore’s Birthday Book and of 13 poems
from Puravi; a special issue of the liter-
ary magazine, Sur, devoted to Tagore; the
publication of a book, Tagore on the
Slopes of San Isidro, by Victoria Ocampo;
the issue of a record with poems from
Gitanjali, recited in English, French and
Spanish, the naming of a street in San
Isidro and the issue of a stamp bearing
his ,portrait.

SAVE EGYPT'S MONUMENTS

Sir,

I feel that Egypt is my true home and
I can almost believe that I lived there
2,000 or 3,000 years ago. So I would hate
to see the treasures, temples and palaces
of Egypt destroyed by the waters of the
Aswan Dam. I am only thirteen years
old and so too young to do anything
about it. But as someone who loves that
beautiful country, I ask you to speak
out against the construction of the dam.

Jacqueline Lagrandie
Sarlat, France

Ep. NoTE: Why disagree with the
building of a dam which is so badly
needed in Egypt? It is far better to object
to the destruction of the temples of Abu
Simmbel and to do everything possible to
save them?

MULTILINGUAL PROBLEMS

Sir,

I refer to the letter from Mr. John C.
de V. Roberts which you published in
your February issue. As an editor of
other publications I know only too well
your difficulties in producing the same
publication in several languages. An arti-
cle written in one language, when trans-
lated and made to fit a pre-arranged
space, might sometimes give the impres-
sion of padding.

Only this month T had an article writ-
ten for me by a well-known French jour-
nalist on a French subject. The original
manuscript was, in my opinion, brilliant,
but I had to use it in English. Although
the subject matter is interesting, the au-
thor’s individual style has been lost and
I am less satisfied with the result.

Regarding the suggestion that you need

better authors, a perusal of one or two
back numbers chosen at random produces
such names as Ritchie Calder, ‘Madame
Desroches-Noblecourt, L.P. Kirwan, Sir
Julian Huxley, A.W.F. Banfield, André
Maurois, Enrique Lafuente Ferrari. All
these are acknowledged experts in their
own fields and any editor would be proud
to put them amongst his contributors. In
my opinion, you do an extremely diffi-
cult job exceptionally well.
Reg Holmes
London, England

WOMEN IN PURDAH

Sir,

After reading your article, “Moslem
Women” (March 1961) I feel obliged to
make a few corrections concerning Pakis-
tan. I returned to France in 1961, after
spending three years in Pakistan includ-
ing two and a half at Multan, the third
largest city in western Pakistan, and my
memories and impressions of Pakistani
women are still very fresh.

I do not agree with Mrs. Anne-Marie
Hussein. What she says is partly true no
doubt of Karachi, Lahore, Rawalpindi
and ‘Peshawar, where half the women
one meets are unveiled. As for the rest
of the country, and especially Multan, I
don’t think T have seen more than ten
women out of purdah during the whole
of my stay. And there is little hope of
improvement. On the contrary.

Wives of doctors or railway engineers
and women teachers in girls’ schools, who
do not wear the veil in Karachi or
Lahore, are obliged to do so here or they
would be insulted and even molested in
the street. Schoolgirls go to college in
purdah. It is a strange sight.

J. Theureau
Annecy, France

JUNIOR UNESCO COURIER

Sir,

While I have an unbounded admiration
for Unesco, I do not care so much for
THE Unesco CourlieErR and have decided
to discontinue my subscription. I am a
schoolmaster in charge of the school
library where we have included the Cou-
rier for the past year, among our other
periodicals; but I have decided to stop
our subscription. My experience is that
it is little read and this, I think, is due
to its unattractive lay-out. The photo-
graphs are not too clear, the print is
uninteresting in appearance, and the sub-
ject-matter does not beckon the child to
read it. Nevertheless, I do not apply
these criticisms on behalf of adults, for
whom the COURIER is a valuable perio-
dical.

Have you thought of producing a
JUNIOR COURIER?

E. H. Warne
Upminster, England

Ep. NOTE: A Junior Unesco Courier has
been the subject of discussion by both
the Secretariat of Unesco and the Gene-
ral Conference. This is a highly complex
problem which is still being studied.
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