





































































































BACH
Johann Sebastian Bach, the father of German
music, died in 1750. As a child Mozart studied
the work of one of Bach’s sons, Carl Philipp
Emmanuel, and later met his youngest son
Johann Christian in London.

SCHILLER
Born in 1759, Johann Christoph Friedrich
Schiller, one of the greatest figures of eighteenth-
century German literature, was Mozart’s exact
contemporary. Both shared the same desire for
a renaissance of German theatre.

GOETHE
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe was a great
admirer of Mozart, whom he met when Mozart
was a child. “I was about fourteen years old, and
Thave a perfect recollection of this little man with
his wig and his sword.” Goethe even thought
of writing a sequel to The Magic Flute.

ROUSSEAU
Bastien und Bastienne, the short German opera
Mozart composed in 1768, would never have
existed if Jean-Jacques Rousseau had not com-
posed his opera Le Devin du wvillage, which had
enjoyed a huge success since 1752.

RAMEAU
The French composer Jean-Philippe Rameau died
on 12 September 1764, when the Mozart family
was en route from Paris to London. His name
does not appear in the letters Leopold Mozart
wrote from Paris. By that time Rameau’s star

had set.

HANDEL
During his long stay in London in 1765 the
young Mozart became aware of the importance
of the work of Georg Friedrich Handel. There-

after his admiration for Handel never waned.

LONGHI
The Venetian painter Pietro Longhi painted
scenes from Italian life of the kind Mozart would
have seen on his first visit to Italy in 1770.

HAYDN
On a visit to Vienna in 1773 Wolfgang discovered
Joseph Haydn’s series of “Sun” quartets. He too
immediately began to compose a series of string
quartets, the six “Viennese” quartets.

DIDEROT
In 1778 Leopold Mozart advised his son to make
contact in Paris with the philosopher Denis
Diderot, the chief editor of the Encyclopédie.

FRANKLIN
In 1778 Benjamin Franklin was in France to
negotiate a treaty of friendship between France
and the United States. An inventor as well as a

politician, he constructed a glass harmonica for
which Mozart composed several works.

FRAGONARD
In many of his works Jean-Honoré Fragonard
portrayed scenes from eighteenth-century high
life. His reputation was at its height when Mozart
was in Paris in 1778. His famous painting The
Music Lesson was executed some ten years before.

VOLTAIRE

Mozart made these harsh comments when he
heard of the death of Voltaire in 1778: “The
Unbeliever, the two-faced master Voltaire has
died like a dog, like a brute.” (3 July). A few
months later, however, he was thinking of
writing an opera based on Voltaire’s spectacle
Semiramis.

MARIA THERESA

In 1780 the death of the Empress Maria Theresa,
who had so warmly welcomed Mozart the child
prodigy and then advised one of her sons against
taking him into his service, took the composer
by surprise when he was at Munich preparing
his opera Idomeneo. The reign of Joseph II began.
Mozart had a real affection for this “enlightened”
sovereign.

GLUCK
Of all Mozart’s works, the opera Idomeneo, re di
Creta, first performed in Munich on 29 January
1781, is the most clearly influenced by the great
German composer Christoph Willibald von
Gluck, a key figure in the history of eighteenth-
century opera.

LESSING
Mozart’s opera Die Entfiibring aus dem Serail,
first performed in Vienna in July 1782, cannot
be understood without reference to the German
writer Ephraim Lessing’s Nathan der Weise,
which had appeared not long before. In this work
Lessing, one of the most outstanding represen-
tatives of the German Enlightenment, develops
the principles of tolerance and reconciliation
which are those of Enlightenment philosophy.

CATHERINE

Catherine the Great of Russia was a friend of Vol-
taire and the Encyclopaedists. She was a model
sovereign of the age of enlightened despotism.
On 8 October 1782 Mozart himself directed a
performance of Die Entfiibrung aus dem Serail
in honour of her son who was then visiting
Vienna.

MONTGOLFIER
In 1783 the Montgolfier brothers made their first
experiments with hot-air balloons, one of which
would later be used to observe the movements
of the enemy at the battle of Fleurus.

GOLDONI
Mozart often wrote arias to texts by the Italian
playwright Carlo Goldoni and in 1783 even
thought of composing a German opera based on
one of his plays, Il servitore di due Padroni.

"PAESIELLO

The Italian composer Giovanni Paesiello was one
of Mozart’s true friends. They met in Vienna in
1784 when Paesiello, who had left the service of
Catherine the Great in St. Petersburg, was en
route for Naples. “It was wonderful to see how
happy they were to meet one another; their
mutual esteem was well known”, said someone
who was present at the meeting.

BEAUMARCHAIS
On 27 April 1784, a play entitled La Folle Journée
on le Mariage de Figaro was performed in Paris.
It was acclaimed by the whole of Europe, and
two years later Mozart transformed it into his
opera The Marriage of Figaro.

KANT
In 1784 the German philosopher Immanuel Kant
defined the Aufklirung, the German Enlighten-
ment, in these terms: “It is the age of the mind
which has attained its majority and its motto is:
dare to use your reason.”

FREDERICK II
Frederick the Great of Prussia was an excellent
flautist. He died in 1786. As a result of his love
of literature and the arts he became a friend of
most of the leading European intellectuals.

GAINSBOROUGH
The favourite painter of English society for
almost half a century, Thomas Gainsborough
painted portraits of many musicians. The couple
in his painting The Morning Walk could well be
the heroes of The Marriage of Figaro, Count and
Countess Almaviva.

BEETHOVEN
In April 1787 a young musician by the name of

Ludwig van Beethoven travelled from Bonn to.

Vienna in order to study with Mozart. His visit
was cut short when, after only two months, he
received the news of his mother’s death.

METASTASIO

The Italian poet Pietro Antonio Metastasio was
the most prolific and celebrated librettist of
Mozart’s time. He had already been dead for ten
years when Mozart composed La clemenza di
Tito. The libretto by Metastasio was a classic
which had already been set to music forty-odd
times by as many composers. For his opera,
Mozart used an adaptation by Mazzola.
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THE AMERICA-ANTARCTICA
CONNECTION

Recent research by American
geologists suggests that Antarctica
and North America might once
have been joined together. If
proven, this surprising connection
could explain the birth of the
Pacific Ocean, which would have
been created when North America
broke away from eastern
Antarctica, leaving a gap to be
filled with water. Geologists have
long known that the western half
of North America was separated
from another land mass some 550
million years ago. But which one?
Previously, the most commonly
held view was that it was Siberia.

EUROPE’S CELTIC PAST >

A major exhibition at the Palazzo
Grassi in Venice is bringing back
to life the mysterious world of the
ancient Celts. Regarded by some
archaeologists as the first
Europeans, the Celts lived 1,400
years ago in the area between the
Upper Danube, the Rhineland,
Switzerland and the Lyons region
of France. A thousand years later
their descendants could be found
in places as far afield as Turkey
and Brittany. These peoples, who
straddled the Bronze Age and the
Iron Age, developed a distinctive
culture based on metal work. The
Venice show, “The Celts,

The First Europe”, presents
outstanding pieces from the
collections of 250 museums,
including sculptures, gold and
bronze vases, pottery, tools,
weapons and jewellery.

HNEN

SEA URCHINS
KANGAROO-FASHION
Researchers have discovered that
sea urchins in the Antarctic keep 4
or 5 eggs in a protective pouch
and expel them into the sea when
they are ready to hatch. This
particular mode of reproduction
must have developed in the hostile
environment of the South pole.
Sea urchins in Europe lay
thousands of eggs directly in the
surrounding water.

HNEN

GAMMA RAY ASTRONOMY

A satellite called the Gamma Ray
Observatory (GRO), put into orbit
by the space shuttle Atlantis, is to
survey the gamma rays in the
universe. These powerful radiations

are a source of knowledge about
compact galaxies known as
quasars and so-called active
galaxies which may contain black
holes. Gamma ray astronomy could
not be effectively developed on
Earth as the gases in our
atmosphere act as a screen
against high-energy rays. The
17-ton Observatory is the largest
scientific satellite ever developed
by the US National Aeronautics
and Space Administration (NASA)
and the second of four “great
observatories™ 1o be launched by
the Agency.

ENAN

TOBACCO OR HEALTH

“Public places and transport:
better be tobacco-free" was the
slogan chosen for World No-
Tobacco Day, which was
celebrated on 31 May 1991 on the
initiative of the World Health
Organization (WHO). The aim was
to encourage governments,
communities, groups and
individuals to be aware

of the need for tobacco-free
public places and public transport
and of the necessity to take
action to move towards a
tobacco-free society. In many
countries laws and regulations
have already been promulgated to
this effect.

HNN
MOZART AND THE PIANISTS
OF ASIA
To commemorate the 200th
anniversary of the death of Mozart,
a competition open to young Asian
pianists will be held in Hong Kong
from 20 to 28 December 1991.
Competitors should be under the
age of 28 and citizens of one of
the following territories: China,
Hong Kong, Indonesia, Japan,
Korea, Macau, Malaysia,
Philippines, Singapore, Taiwan and
Thailand. The final concert of the
competition will be televised in
Hong Kong and via satellite to
countries in the Aslan Pacific
region.
Deadline for applications:

15 August 1991
For all inquiries and
correspondence:

Mozart Bicentenary Piano

Competition of Asia

Radio 4, RTHK (Radio

Television Hong Kong)

30 Broadcast Drive

Kowloon

Hong Kong

Tel: 852-339 6455

Fax: 852-338 0279
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THE REFUGEE PROBLEM
According to figures issued in April
1991 by the Office of the UN High
Commissioner for Refugees
(UNHCR), there are more than 15
million displaced persons in the
world, Some migratory movements
are on the increase, especially in
black Africa where there are
already more than 4.5 million
refugees. In Asia the situation
appears somewhat more stable. In
Latin America, according to the
latest statistics from UNHCR, there
are 1,200,000 refugees. In the
case of Europe a distinction has to
be drawn between “true”
refugees, who fear for their safety
in their own countries, and those
who are lured by the mirage of the
consumer society. According to
figures supplied by UNHCR, the
number of persons seeking asylum
in the industrialized countries of
Europe and North America at the
end of 1990 was 1,687,200, as
against 222,320 in 1986.

HEEN

IT'S NO JOKE BEING
LEFT-HANDED

According to a study published in
the New England Journal of
Medicine, left-handed people have
statistically a smaller chance of
living to an advanced age than
right-handed people. In the United
States 13% of those under 20 are
left-handed, and less than 1% of
those over 80. Right-handed
people live on average 9 years
more than the left-handed, who
are 6 times more likely than others
to die accidentally, most often in a
traffic accident. The authors of the
study believe that this is because
left-handed people live in a world
designed for the right-handed. In a
study published in 1989, a
Canadian psychologist specializing
in laterality had already reached
much the same conclusions, with
some qualifications. Napoleon,
Charlie Chaplin and Albert Einstein
have been among the world's
noted left-handers.

HEN

THE SECRETS OF SMELL
Scientists are beginning to
understand the mechanism of
smell, the most mysterious of our
senses Two biologists at Columbia
University, New York, have recently
identified a family of “smell
genes”” which produce the
thousand or so smell receptors in
the nose, enabling us to recognize
nearly 10,000 different smells.
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When recognizing colours, the
human eye uses only three types
of photoreceptors which pass on
signals for interpretation by the
brain. Smells on the other hand
are perceived directly in the nose,
with very small use being made of
our mental capacities. The sense
of smell developed at a very early
stage in human evolution, long
before hearing and sight.

HEEN

GREAT BALLS OF FIRE

Two Japanese scientists have
succeeded in creating under
laboratory conditions the
mysterious balls of fire that are
often observed during
thunderstorms. The red, orange,
blue or white spheres sometimes

- pass through closed windows and

burn everything they touch. In
other cases they do not give out
heat and vanish with a muffled
thud or with a terrifying bang. The
Soviet scientist Pyotr Kapitsa, who
won the Nobel! prize for physics in
1978, thought that they might
consist of plasma, which is
sometimes referred to as the 4th
state of matter, distinct from the
solid, liquid and gaseous states.
The Japanese experiment,
described in the British scientific
journal Nature, confirms his
theory.

HEN

THE LEFTOVERS FROM
POMPE!

Fruit, vegetables and seeds
carbonized as a result of the
eruption of Mt. Vesuvius, which
buried the city of Pompeii under
ashes in 79 AD, have been
identified and itemized at the
instigation of two American
researchers. This inventory
enables us to form a picture of
the agricultural life and food
resources of the region

in the first century AD. The
cereals include a variety of wheat
still used by plant-breeders
because of its resistance to
disease. For dessert, the
Pompeiians preferred dates, bitter
cherries, hazelnuts,
almonds and chestnuts to
walnuts and pears (probably
baked), while pine kernels were a
prized delicacy. Other finds were
wild apples, which can be seen on
mural paintings, and a large
quantity of pomegranates. The
bulk of cultivated products
originated from outside Italy, but
dates were the only fruit that was
totally imported.
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