










mailto:courier@unesco.org
http://www.uneseo.org
http://www

APPEAL BY THE DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF UNESCO
FOR THE CONTINUATION OF THE PEACE PROCESS
IN THE MIDDLE EAST

Peace is proclaimed in treaties but made in the hearts and minds of peoples. The
premise on which UNESCO is founded remains as true as when it was affirmed fifty
years ago following “the great and terrible war . . . made possible by the denial
of the democratic principles of the dignity, equality and mutual respect of men,
and by the propagation in their place, through ignorance and prejudice, of the
doctrine of the inequality of men and races.”

The Israeli and Palestinian peoples, sustained by the political vision and
courage of their leaders, are engaged in an historic process of reconciliation
aimed at bringing to an end long years of bloodshed and injustice and laying the
foundations for the construction of a culture of peace within their societies,
their territories and their region. |

At this time when their commitment to peace is being so cruelly tested, I
appeal to the Israeli and Palestinian peoples not to be deflected from their course
by the terrorist’s blind savagery. Let the actions of the extremists be seen for
what they arc—impotence in the face of the peace process, an attack on peace
itself that is a challenge not only for the Israeli and Palestinian peoples but for
all the countries concerned. |

Such outrages must not be allowed to prompt a return to the vicious circle
of retaliatory violence. The firmest measures must be taken to stamp out ter-
rorism—which is why I strongly support current initiatives to co-ordinate action
against terrorism in the region. We must show that our vision of peace with jus-
tice is stronger and more enduring than any sectarian doctrine of hatred and
exclusion. Let peace be our common combat and shared victory.

Linvite all those men and women who share the conviction expressed in this
Appeal to manifest their steadfast commitment to the peace process in the Middle
East by writing to me at UNESCO.

FEDERICO MAYOR
13 MAgrcu 1996

UNESCO
7, Place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris 07 SP France
Fax (33 1) 47 34 85 57

Internet: http://www.unesco.org
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the challenges of the 21st century.

This dossier provides a brief glimpse of Uxesco’s activities in education, which are at the heart of its
mission to construct “the defences of peace in the minds of men”. These activities have two fun-
O damental aims. The first is to make the right to education a reality for everyone on earth. The
second is to help Unesco’s Member States construct and renovate their education systems to meet

WORLDWIDE ACTION FOR EDUCATION

Unesco’s work is underpinned by three separate institutes: IBE and IIEP deal with comparative
education and educational planning respectively. Lifelong education, literacy and adult education are covered by UIE.

THE INTERNATIONAL BUREAU OF EDUCATION
(IBE)
P.0. Box 199, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland
* Tel. (41 22) 798 14 55
Fax (41 22) 798 14 86
Intemet: http://www.unicc.org/ibe

The International Bureau of Education is a
study and information centre in comparative
education. Founded as a private organization in
Geneva in 1925, the IBE became the first inter-
governmental organization in the field of edu-
cation in 1929. In 1969, the IBE changed its
status and became an integral part of UNESCO,
while retaining broad intellectual autonomy.

The IBE prepares and organizes the Inter-
national Conference on Education (ICE), which
is convened every two ycars in Geneva by the
Dircctor-Generarof UNEscO. Each session of
the Conference deals with a specific theme and
leads to the adoption of an international recom-
mendation on that theme addressed to Minis-
ters of Education worldwide. The forty-fifth
session of the Conference will be held in 1996
on the theme “Strengthening the role of
teachers in a changing world”.

The Bureau houses a documentation centre,
which contains more than 100,000 books, docu-
ments, periodicals and microfiches. There is a
large collection of national reports on educa-
tional developments and innovations.

The IBE organizes training activities in the
form of a scholars-in-residence programme,
workshops and brief courses on tie tech-
niques of librarianship.

It also publishes education studies and ref-
erence works, such as the International Year-
book of Education and the UNEsco: IBE Edu-
cation Thesaurus, as well as newsletters and
periodicals. UNESCO’s quarterly Prospects is the
IBE’s main international review of comparative
education.

THE UNESCO INSTITUTE FOR EDUCATION (UIE)
Feldbrunnenstrasse 58, 20148 Hamburg, Germany
Tel. (49 40) 448 0410
Fax (49 40) 41077 23
Telex 2164146 UIED
E-mail: uie@unesco.org

The UNEesco Institute for Education was estab-
lished in 1951 in Hamburg, Germany. It
focuses on adult and non-formal education
within the framework of lifelong learning, and
specifically on adult literacy and continuing
education. UIE’s activities include research,
training and documentation dissemination on a
worldwide scale.
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Decisions on programme activities and the
budget are made by the UIE Governing Board
and UNEScO’s General Conference. The Insti-
tute’s financial resources are provided by
UNEsco, the German government, the author-
ities of the Hanseatic City of Hamburg and
other funding sources.

Currently, the Institute’s main tasks include:
* collecting and analysing information on
research in the field of adult education. Partic-
ular attention is given to educational opportuni-
ties for migrants, minorities and other under-
privileged communities, to women and literacy;
* conducting co-operative research projects
related to non-formal basic education for adults
and out-of-school youth, including projects on
the development of alternative lcarning
approaches for the latter, the use of mother
tongues and national languages in literacy and
post-literacy work in industrialized countries;
# strengthening information exchanges and
the extension of networks in the field of adult
and continuing education.

The Institute houses a documentation
centre and a library specializing in literacy and
continuing education, containing over 50,000
publications and documents.

UIE publications include the International
Review of Education, handbooks and rcfer-
ence works, studies on literacy in industrialized
countries, reports and a newsletter.

THE INTERNATIONAL INSTITUTE
FOR EDUCATIONAL PLANNING
(lIEP)

1.9, rue Eugéne-Delacroix, 75116 Paris, France
Tel. (331) 4503 77 00
Fax (331) 407283 66
Telex: 640032
Cable: EDUPLAN, Paris
Internet: information@iiep.unesco.org

The IIEP, which was established in 1963, is a
centre for advanced training and research in the
ficld of educational planning and administra-
tion. It contributes to the development of edu-
cation throughout the world, by expanding
knowledge and training professionals. It acts as
afocus for the exchange of ideas and concepts
in educational planning and administration,

It is financed mainly by a UNESCO grant-
in-aid, voluntary contributions from UNESCO
Member States and contract resources.

Training is the cornerstone of IIEP’s oper-
ations, The number of participants in its nine-
month Annual Training Programme has passed
the 1,000 mark, while over 3,100 people have
attended the intensive courses and workshops

which 1IED organizes in a number of countries
and sub-regions.

IIEP’s research and study programmes are
relevant to UNESCO’s main prioritics on basic
cducation for all and human resource develop-
ment, and lead to the production of training
materials and modules.

Topics covered in the 1990-1995 period
included improvement of the quality of educa-
tion; access to education for disadvantaged
groups and ways of reducing incqualities; man-
agement of the transition from sghool to work;
p%anning science cducation for secondary
schools; new trends in technical and vocational
education; institutional management of higher
education as well as cducational financing, man-
agement and administration.

HEP disseminates new technical concepts
in educational planning through a large-scale
programme of publications and documenta-
tion. Some 700 titles have been published so far.

The 1IEP Documentation Centre has a
stock of some 37,000 books and documents,
and subscribes to around 500 periodicals
dealing with educational planning and related
subjects.

TO FIND OUT MORE

publications {books and periodicals) may be
consulted at or ordered from its Paris
headquarters. .
The Unesco Catalogue of documents and
publications can also be accessed on the World
Wide Web of Interet: http://www.unesco.org

For further information, please contact:
Unesco Publications Promotion and Sales
Division
7, Place de Fontenoy
75352 Parls 07 SP, France
Tel. (33-1) 4568 49 73 or 74 and 45 68 46 25
Fax (33-1) 427330 07

For information about Unesco educational
documents and newsletters:
Unesco
Documentation and Information Service
Education Sector
7, Place de Fontenoy
75352 Paris 07 SP, France
Fax(33-1) 45674583
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REGIONAL ACTION

Two regional centres play an important role in the field of
post-secondary education: CRESALC for Latin America
and the Caribbean and CEPES for Europe.

CRESALC
Apartado postal 68394, Caracas 1062-A, Venezuela
Tel. (58-2) 283 1333, 284 5075 or 284 2175
Fax (58-2) 283 1411
E-mail: uhriv@unesco.org

Established in 1978 in Caracas (Venezuela), CRESALC pro-
motes regional co-operation in higher education and assists
UNESCO Member States in Latin America and the Caribbean
in their efforts to develop and improve national systems of
higher education.

It also promotes the mobility of academic personnel,
serving as the secrctariat for the application of the Regional
Convention on the Recognition of Studies, Diplomas and
Degrees in Higher Education.

CRESALC is closely involved in the implementation of
UNITWIN (see this page). A UNesco Chair in Human
Rights has been established in co-operation with the national
Council of Universities in Venezuela. It publishes a bi-annual
journal, Revista Educacion Superior y Sociedad, and a quar-
terly bulletin, Boletin CRESALC.

CEPES
Str. Stirbei Voda, 39, Bucarest, R-70732 Romania
Tel. (40-1) 61599 56 or 613 08 39
Fax (40-1) 312 3567
E-mail: cepes@cepes.ro

The European Centre for Higher Education (CEPES) was
established in Bucharest (Romania) in 1972. It serves as a hub
for the collection and exchange of information and experi-
ence, a forum and a centre for the promotion of research and
development in UNESCO’s European region (which includes
Isracl, Turkey and North America).

It is also a focal point for several specialized networks
connected with such issues as higher education rescarch, staff
development and women’s studies.

CEPES houses a library and documentation centre which
contains some 27,000 documents. Its capacity for co-opera-
tion has been enhanced by the setting up of the UNICOM
electronic network.

CEPES publications include a quarterly, Higher Educa-
tion in Europe (in English, French and Russian).

EDUCATION FOR PEACE

The Associated Schools Project (ASP)

Since it was launched in 1953 the ASP network has sought to
strengthen the commitment of children and young people to
international understanding and peace.

Participating schools arc invited to organize programmes
relating to education pilot projects on one of four main themes:
the study of world problems and the role of the United Nations
system in solving them; human rights; other peoples and their
cultures; the environment.

Associated Schools act as a springboard for the inclusion of
UNESCO’s ideals and concerns in school curricula.

As of February 1996 more than 3,638 educational institutions
on all age levels in 129 countrics belong to the network, with
numbers increasing every month.

For further information, please contact: Associated Schools Project,
Unesco, 7, Place de Fontenoy, 75352 Paris 07 SP, France

Tel. (33-1) 45681000

Fax (33-1) 40 6594 05

THE REGIONAL PROGRAMMES

Expanding and reforming primary education
and promoting adult education

The building blocks of UNESCO’s global action in favour of literacy and cducation for all are its
regional projects and programmes for literacy: the Major Project in the field of Education in
Latin America and the Caribbean; the Regional Programme for the Eradication of Illiteracy in
Africa; the Asian and Pacific Programme of Education for All; and the Regional Programme
for the Universalization and Renewal of Primary Education and the Eradication of Illiteracy in
the Arab States by the ycar 2000.

In addition, an information-exchange nctwork bascd at the UIE facilitates co-operation
between industrialized countries faced with problems of “functional illiteracy”, i.c. an inability to
rcad and write sufficiently well to cope with the challenges of life in complex modern societies.

The regional literacy programmes are based on two fundamental principles: technical co-
operation between developing countries and the nced to combat illiteracy through a global
approach combining the universalization and renewal of primary education with stepped-up

literacy work among out-of-school youth and adults.

All programmes give special attention to the education of women and girls and to literacy
follow-up activities designed to encourage the reading habit.

Progress towards regional goals evidently depends upon the success of national cfforts,
but in many countries these cfforts are faltering because of the cconomic crisis which has
severely restricted the development of education.

Fortunately, there is a growing realization that education is the key to development, and
the commitment of the international community has increased since the World Conference
on Education for All held in Jomtien (Thailand) in 1990.

SOME USEFUL ADDRESSES:

Regional Office for Education in Africa
(BREDA)

12, avenue Roume, B. P. 3311, Dakar, Senegal
Tel. (221) 235082 0r23 84 41

Fax (221) 238393

Telex: 51410 Unesco SG, 21735 Unesco SG

Regional Office for Education in Latin
America and the Caribbean (OREALC)
Calle Enrique Delpiano 2058 (Plaza Pedro
Valdivia), Casilla 3187, Santiago de Chile, Chile
Tel. (56 2) 204 90 32

Fax (56-2)209 18 75

Telex: 340258 Unesco CK

Regional Office for Education in the Arab
States (UNEDBAS)

Al-Shmaisani, P.0. Box 2270, Wadi Sagra,
Amman, Jordan

Tel. (962-6) 60 65 59, Fax (962-6) 81 18 49
Telex: 24304

Principal Regional Office in Asia and the
Pacific (PROAP)

Prakanong, P.0. Box 967, Bangkok 10110,
Thailand

Tel. (66-2) 391 05 77 or 391 07 03

Fax (66-2) 391 08 66

Telex: 20591 TH

A SPEARHEAD FOR HIGHER
EDUCATION

The UNITWIN/Unesco Chairs Programme

The key objective of this programme
launched in 1991 is to develop a spirit of
solidarity based on twinning, nctworking
and other linking arrangements among uni-
versities throughout the world. More
specifically, it is designed to make full use
of North-South and East-West co-opera-
tion in order to set in motion a process
leading to strong and durable links between
higher education and scientific institutions
worldwide, especially along the South-
South axis.

UNITWIN helps to establish sub-
regional, regional and inter-regional net-
works of higher education and research
institutions (there are 46 inter-university
networks). The UNEScO Chalrs (215 in
over 80 countries) are intended to provide
postgraduate students from the devel-
oping countries with enhanced opportu-
nities for advanced training and rescarch
at centres of excellence in key disciplines
related to sustainable development.

Partnerships have been established
with other United Nations agencies, in
particular with the United Nations Uni-
versity (UNU), inter-governmental orga-
nizations, development aid agencies,

foundations, industry and non-govern-

mental organizations in the higher educa-
tion and scientific ficlds.

For further information, please contact:
Director of the Division of Higher Education
UNesco, 7, Place de Fontenoy

75352 Paris 07 SP, France

UNESCO,/UNICEF

Education for all: making it work

At the World Conference on Education
for All (Jomtien, Thailand, 1990) 155
countries pledged to provide basic educa-
tion for al] children and adults.

The search for innovation and fresh
ideas has led UNESCO and UNICEF to
launch ajeint project: “Education for All:
Making it Work”. The project identifies
the latest innovations in school systems
and practice in Africa, Asia, Latin America
and the Arab states by a continuous on-
the-ground search using networks and
partners in education ministries, teachers’
associations, the research community and
local educational authorities.

The project provides wide access to
these new ideas in education and shows
how they work, through booklets,
videos, databases, thematic portfolios and
workshops.

For further information, please contact:
Unesco

Education for All: Making it Work

Basic Education Division

7, Place de Fontenoy

75352 Paris 07 SP, France

Tel. (33-1) 4568 23 64 or 21 26

Fax (33-1) 40 6594 06

UNICEF

Education Cluster Programme Division
3, United Nations Plaza

New York, NY 10017, United States

Tel. (1-212) 702-7284

Fax (1-212) 702-7149
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a very small minority. This inequality consti-
tutes a threat to world stability and security.
Such inequality is incompatible with the need
for a lasting democracy—democracy being the
third side to the interactive, interdependent tri-
-angle: peace, development, democracy.

Education for democracy

Only education can ensure a true democracy,
one where all citizens participate: “I partici-
pate, therefore I exist”! I am “counted” in sur-
veys, polls and elections. But I must also
“count”. If T am not taken into account,
democracy is only a name, a fagade, an autoc-
racy or a disguised plutocracy. Lasting democ-
racy is the only political system where human
rights are respected. To this end, decisive steps
must be taken to strengthen the legal and judi-
cial system and provide the rule of law with
the rigour and speed it needs. Human
resources must be increased for the fight
against violence and for making public
freedom a synonym for security. The United
Nations system and particularly its peace-
building and conflict-prevention capacities
must be strengthened in order to confront
transnational problems—whether economic,
political or cultural (drug and arms trafficking,
money laundering, terrorism, etc.).

‘Disarming’ history

Peace, development and democracy can be
achieved through education, but only if educa-
tion is for everyone, by everyone and with
~ everyone. This is neither a question of donations
nor of selling a prototype; education is an
everyday, personal achievement. Through edu-
cation, society as a whole—civil, military and
religious—can be taught to eradicate violence, to
prevent potential conflict and to build peace.

Teachers cannot instil in schools the oppo-

site of a child’s experience in the outside
world. Principles and values, the links
between all differences and all cultures, can
only be learned through example. How can
peaceful behaviour be learned if schoolbooks
tell only of war and violence? How can we
move from the concept of might being right
to that of right being might without “dis-
arming” history and showing the tremendous
contributions of philosophers, scientists,
inventors and artists?

The United Nations—and therefore all
nations—has designated 1996 the Year for the
Eradication of Poverty. We are primarily
thinking, of course, of the least-developed
countries. But we must not forget the poor, the
far too numerous excluded people in the most-
developed countries. The misery of the shanty-
towns, the street children, the exploitation of
young people—all are reasons for our collec-
tive shame. But those of us who are well off and
think of marginalization as being beyond
society and therefore beyond our concern,
should open our eyes and take notice. The
whole of society, including the armed forces—
who will become peace-builders—must work
together for our common future. Whether we
are aware of it or not, the world is one world.
Parliamentarians, elected representatives of the
people, must ensure that budget priorities fitin
with the terms of a moral world contract. Such
a contract must be long-term and take account
of future generations with the vision that “we,
the peoples” must have in order for our chil-
dren to be spared “the scourge of war”.

Iinvite all states, parliaments, mayors, local
governments, teachers, journalists, intellec-
tuals, sports associations and youth groups to
work together so that 1996 may give fresh
impetus to the historic transition from a cul-
ture of war to a culture of peace. ||
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| 808 CHILDREN

A mere $13 dollars is all it takes
to proteet a child from the six
most deadly diseases (diph-
theria, measles, whooping cough,
poliomyelitis, tetanus and tuber-
culosis). Tt costs $150 to equip a
well that provides a family with
drinking water. To provide a pri-
mary school with a year’s sup-
plies costs $957. Amazingly
small sums can help to solve most
of the health, nutrition and edu-
cational preblems faced by the
world’s ehildren.

Measles alone kills a million
children each year. In the devel-
oping countrics ene child out of
three goes hungry. Almost 10
per cent of the world’s children
die before turning five. The toll
of wars and conflicts adds to this
grim litany: one and a half mil-
lion children killed in the last
decade, four million maimed
and twelve million left homeless.

Yet the world has the tech-
nological and financial resources
to palliate much of this suf-
fering, if not eradicate it
entircly. Many developing coun-
tries have succecded in
reducing the malnutrition rate
to 10 per cent ol the child pop-
ulation: 17 countries have taken
nationwide steps to eliminate
vitamin A deficiency, which
leads to blindness; 20 countries
iodize more than 75 per cent of
their salt. Since the United
Nations World Summit for Chil-
dren held in New York in Scp-
tember 1990, 158 countries
liave officially committed them-
selves to attaining the goals set
on that occasion for the year
2000.

e e -: -

[ ;76 COUNTRIES RATIFY
1 CHILDREN'S RIGHTS \
chxf&_j‘_‘_‘_-‘_ IR
The International Convention on
the Rights of the Child, which
was unanimonsly adopted by
the United Nations General
Assembly in 1989, has been rat-
ified by I87 countrics, an
unprecedented figure in the his-
tory of human-rights-related
trcaties. Only five UN Member

States have not yet ratified it.

The Convention is the first
international treaty to combine
civil and political rights with eco-
nomic, soeial and cultural rights.
Signatory countries agree to halt
child slavery, protect ehildren
from sexual abusc and give them
the possibility of speaking out
and being heard. The Convention
contains 54 articles covering
rights to education, nutrition,
primary health care and leisure
Many

changed their domestic law to

time. countries have
bring it into line with this inter-
national legal docmment.
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Fifteen million humnan beings
are now IT11V-positive. One and a
half million of them are chil-
dren. For babies the risk of Aids
is linked to the presence of the
H1V virus in the mother. An
adult can remain 111V-positive
for more than ten years, hut the
length of time before the dis-
ease rcaches its final stage is
considerably less in a small
organism that has not had time
to develop its system of defence.

Third World children are
the worst affected: 80 per cent
of infected children die before
the age of five, but half of them
do not reach age 2. The figures

V

are much less dramatic in the
industrialized countries, where
HIV-positive pregnant womcn
receive follow-up medical care.
The prospects for developing
a vaccine are still remote. For
the moment the struggle against
Aids depends largely on edn-
cating for responsible sexual
behaviour. Most countries that
Liave taken action via sex educa-
tion through school programmes
and the media (pop music, the-
atre, radio and tclevision), have
made some headway. Where
active promotion of condom use
has been accompanied by an
eflective campaign against sex-
ually transmitted diseases, the
incidence of 11V has dropped
by about 50 per cent.
o e o W W e e
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‘ PEACE PACK

1alf of the world’s 23 million
vcfugees are children. To help
them, the World Association of
Girl Guides and Girl Scouts
(WAGGGS) has launched a
“Create eace Worldwide” initia-
tive which has attracted enthusi-
astic support (rom girls in many
countrics. Kuweciti girls made a
thousand “peace packs” for the
children of prisoners of war and
other Kuweitis missing since the
Gulf War and 5,000 more (or
Sahraoui refugee children in
Algeria, to whom Girl Guides in
Bahrein also sent packs. Tajik-
istan received more than a thou-
sand packs from the Icelandic
Association, and refugees in
Kenya reccived the same number
from the Mauritius Girl Gnides
Association. Anstralia las already
finished its Peace Pack Project
and with the help of the United
Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees (UNIICR) has sent
13,392 packages to Africa. The

B W

Peace Pack Project is still
underway in the United States
and picking up momentum.

For further information, please
eonlael: World Association of Girl
Guides and Girl Scouts, World
Bureau, Olave Centre, 12¢
Lyndhurst Road, London NW3
5PQ, United Kingdom.

Tel. (14-171) 791-1181;

Fax (11-171) 131-3761.
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As well as awarding the “Nobel
Prize” for authors and illustra-
tors of young people’s hooks—
the Dicnnial Ilans Christian
Andersen Award—the Interna-
tional Board on Books (or Young
People (IBBY) presents the
annual IBBY-Asahi reading pro-
motion award to an institution or
group that has made a lasting
contribution to the development
of a book-prometion programme
for children and young adults.
The 1996 prize has gone to The
Little Library frem Johannes-
burg (South Africa) for its mul-
ticultural publications.
Founded in Znrich (Switzer-
fand} in 1953, IBBY promotes
international
throngh children’s books. It will
holdits 25th Congressin Groningen
(Netherlands) from 12 to 16 August
1996. The main theme of the Con-
gress will be “Telling the Tale”,

understanding

and discussions will centre on the
ways in which astoryistold: orally,
through images and the written
word, including the latest com-
puterized techniques.

For further information, please
contact: IBBY, Nomnenweg 12,
Postfach, CII-1003 Basel,
Switzerland. Tel. (41-61) 272 29 17;
Fax (11-61) 272 27 57.

For the Groningen Congress:
Rindert Kromhont,

Blocemistraat 90 huis,

1016 LG Amsterdam, Netherlauds.
Tel./Fax (31-20) 620 51 83.

ECd B BT RIZI B B EmE el

47


















	Contents




