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The Great Wall

lengthens

Chinese archaeologists say
they have discovered a new
section of the Great Wall of
China. Until recently the
5,000-km-long Wall was
thought to end near the
coastal town of Shanhaiguan
in northern China's Hebei
province. The archaeologists
now claim that a 1,000-km-
long M-shaped section of the
Wall stretches through
Liaoning province as far as
the city of Dandong.
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Epidemic takes toll

of Mediterranean dolphins
The dolphin population of the
western Mediterranean is
dying at an alarming rate. In a
two-week period during the
summer of 1990, 50 dead
dolphins were found on
French beaches alone, as
many as are usually found in a
year. The toll in Spain was up
to 250 in less than 3 months.
Laboratory tests showed that
the deaths were due to the
same type of virus that killed
some 20,000 North Sea seals
in 1988, Autopsies also
showed that the dolphins’
tissues are contaminated

with metals and toxic
chemicals. Their immune
systems weakened, the
dolphins become more
vulnerable to disease.

The Mediterranean is now so
polluted that many marine
mammals are at risk.
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Waste not

The members of the European
Economic Community (EEC)
have decided to stabilize by
the year 2000 emissions of
carbon dioxide, the gas
mainly responsible for the
greenhouse effect, at 1990
levels. Another important
recent measure to protect the
environment was the adoption
by 64 leading industrial
nations of a proposal from
the Nordic countries
(Denmark, Finland, Iceland,
Norway and Sweden) to halt
within 5 years all disposal of
industrial waste at sea and

to encourage its recycling or
treatment.
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Galactic giant

American astronomers have
identified the biggest

galaxy yet known. Located at
the centre of a cluster of
galaxies known as

Abell 2029, it is 60 times
bigger than our Milky Way
galaxy. With a diameter of 6
million light-years, it contains
1,000 billion stars whereas
our galaxy contains

barely 2 billion. The previous
record was held by the
Markarian 348 galaxy,

which is 1.3 million tight-years
in diameter.
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Giacometti at Madrid

The Centro de Arte Reina
Sofia in Madrid has reopened
its doors after a facelift.
Housed in a 6-storey
building that was a hospital
in the 18th century,

the museum seeks to be a
beacon for 20th-century
Spanish art, much as the
Prado Museum

is a showcase for older art
treasures. As well as housing
its own 13,000-piece
collection of modern Spanish
art, it will put on temporary
exhibitions. From November
1990 to January 1991

it held a major retrospective
of Alberto Giacometti,

with some 300 sculptures,
paintings and drawings.

The Madrid exhibition

gave a foretaste of Giacometti
exhibitions to be held

in Paris and Zurich later

this year, the 25th anniversary
of the great Swiss artist’s
death.
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Climate change and
agriculture

Possible climate warming

may have a severe impact on
world agriculture and increase
the risk to food supplies in
many countries already
suffering from hunger and
malnutrition in regions

such as Central America,
Africa and Southeast Asia.

In these regions agricultural
yields could drop by

25%, producing a 20% rise in
the cost of major food
products on world markets,
warns Dr. Martin Parry of
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the University of Birmingham
(UK), who led the agricultural
impact assessment conducted
by the Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change
(IPCC). His report, Climate
Change and World Agriculture,
prepared for the United
Nations Environment
Programme and the
International Institute for
Applied Systems Analysis,

is available from Earthscan
Publications, London

(1990).
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Columbus was here

The 500th anniversary of
Christopher Columbus'’s
arrival in the Americas will be
commemorated in 1992.
Archaeologists excavating the
site where Columbus and his
men founded a colony, at La
Isabela, in what is now the
Dominican Republic, have
identified the stone
foundations of the
settlement's main buildings,
which include a large
storehouse, watch tower and
sentry posts, a powder house,
hospital, church and
cemetery, and what was
probably Columbus’s house.
They have also unearthed a
large quantity of mercury,
which the Spaniards

had brought for separating
from the mineral matrix the
pure gold they had hoped to
find in abundance.
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Plants galore

The colossal task of preparing
a computerized catalogue of
the world’s plants was
launched at an international
conference of botanists held
at the Royal Botanic Gardens,
Kew (UK), last November.
Some 250,000 plant

species are known today, a
massive increase on the
8,000 classified and
described by the great
Swedish naturalist Carl von
Linné (Linnaeus) in the

18th century.
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A leap backward

Until recently palaeontologists
believed that the first

aquatic animals which

left the water to colonize the
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land did so some 400 million
years ago. However, three
British geologists working
near Ludlow, Shropshire,
have now discovered the
remains of the carapaces,
legs and antennae of
centipedes and of a spider-
like creature which are

414 million years old. These
animals were already
perfectly adapted to
terrestrial life, which implies
that the first terrestrial fauna
must have appeared much
earlier, perhaps as long as
470 million years ago.
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Unesco prizes

for Vaclav Havel

In 1990 Vaclav Havel,
President of the Czech and
Slovak Federal Republic,

was the recipient of two
Unesco awards. On 21
November Federico Mayor,
the Director-General of
Unesco, presented him with
the International Simoén
Bolivar Prize, rewarding
“activity of outstanding merit
which has contributed

to the freedom, independence
and dignity of peoples

and to the strengthening

of a new international
economic, social and cultural
order”’. On 10 December,
the anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights, Mr. Havel

was awarded the 1990
Unesco Prize for the Teaching
of Human Rights.
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Aid for tropical forests
Germany is to finance an
inter-regional co-operation
project for the protection

of tropical forests. An
agreement to this effect

was drawn up in October
1990 under the auspices of
Unesco’s Man and the
Biosphere (MAB) programme.
The two-year, million-dollar
project will be implemented by
Unesco in Africa, Latin
America and Asia. Its goal is
to develop local knowledge
and competence in order to
tap natural resources without
destroying them, and to
ensure the better spread of
technical and scientific
information.
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